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REPORT NO. 25
HISTORICAL SECTOPM

ARMY HEADQUARTERS

16 Jun 49
Operationsof 1 Cdn Corps, 22 Sep 44 to
28 Oct 44: From the M arecchia to the Ronco
1 Thisreport is adetailed account of 1 Canadian Corps activities for the period dedlt with in the

Preliminary Report No. 143. It provides a sequel to Historical Section, C.M.H.Q., Report No. 187,

Operation "OLIVE" to the crossing of the Marecchia River, Operations of 1 Cdn Corps 4 Jun 44 -

24 Sep 44. The present account takes up the story with the occupation of Rimini and begins with the
last phase of Operation "OLIVE" which it was hoped would be a"debouch into the Vdley of the Po".
Apart from formation and unit War Diaries and the files in the possession of the Historical Section
(G.S) A.H.Q., frequent use has been made of reports on operations prepared by the formations and
units under command H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps. Another most useful source of information on the Itdian
Campaign has been the series of volumes prepared by the British Historica Section, Centrd

Mediterranean, - Operations of British, Indian and Dominion Forcesin Ity 3 September 1943 to

2 May 1945, Part 111, The Campaign in the Northern Apennines, 10 August 1944 to 1 April 1945,

Sections A to l.
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THE STRATEGIC AND TACTICAL BACKGROUND

2. Ever ance the Allied landings in southern Ity it had been redlized that the Germans would
certainly defend with the utmost stubbornness a position based on the modern Apenninesin order to
deny the Allied Armies entry into the valey of the Po. The Germans had begun working on the Gothic
Line that autumn (1943), but the necessity of eventudly having to crack it did not become a pressing
Allied problem until after the fal of Rome. It had been optimistically hoped, moreover, that heavy
German losses and the rapid advance or British and American armoured formations across the open
country of centrd Italy would drive the enemy over the Po before the pursuit dowed down or ran itself

out. (Operations of British, Indian and Dominion Forces In Italy, op cit. It 111, Section A, Allied

Strategy, p. 1).

3. The ordinary German soldier seems to have laboured under the same impression and to have
expected that his next main stand would be made in front of the Brenner Pass. Hitler thought otherwise
however, and Fidd Marsha Kessdlring was ordered to hold hisground. The latter had gained a
breething spell by his resstance in the Lake Trasamene area: the momentum had been taken out of the
Allied pursuit, and the German formations had been able to regroup in the Gothic Line. Strategicd
common sense indicated awithdrawa across the Po to a gatic line on the Adige, or even back to the
Alpinefrontiers of Austria. Such a step would have permitted Field Marshd Kessdlring to contain the
Allied Armies with a comparatively smdl force, while the additiond formations thus made avallable

were withdrawn to North West Europe or the Russan front. But Hitler didiked giving up territory, and
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there were economic, military and psychologica reasons lending weight to his rductance. It was desired
to retain the industria production of Northern Italy and the agricultura products of Piedmont and
Lombardy; the airfields of Northern Italy should be denied to the Allies and a defensive barrier for the
Retch maintained; finaly, in order to offset defeats on other frontsit was desired to keep some sort of a

front on being where at |least defensive victories could be gained (1bid, Section H. German Strategy, p.

1)

4, Previous forecadts of future operations were nullified by the reduction in strength of the Fifth
Army due to the implementation of Operation "ANVIL" and the time granted Kessdlring to reinforce
and reorganize his formations. The sum totd was that the arrival of 15 Army Group, in positions from
which to attack the Gothic Line, was overlong ddayed. Generd Alexander was still adhering to his
original plan to attack in the centre, with Bologna as the direct objective. Such an attack could be
mounted with an economy of time and was favoured by the topography of the Apennines. The
possibility of an attack up the east coast dong the axis of Route 16 had been rgjected because it
crossed a series of parald ridges and water courses at right angles to the direction of attack (Allied
Strategy, op cit. pp 1-2). On 27 Jul, the G (Plans) Branch at H.Q. Eight Army had concluded that
such an attack would be difficult to mount, would not permit the necessary concentration of force nor
offer good opportunities for exploitation. Moreover, "to get involved in a series of river-crossng
operationsiis playing into the hands of awithdrawing enemy.” (lbid, p. 2). Up to the end of the month
therefore, the Fifth and Eighth Group plan provided for smultaneous attacks by the Fifth and Eighth

Armies againg the area between Dicomano and Pistoia
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5. On 4 Aug, however, adecison was taken to abandon this plan. Instead Generd Alexander
directed that the main thrust againgt the Gothic Line should be made by Eighth Army, attacking on the
extreme eagtern ends of theline. (lbid, p, 2) Later, Fifth Army would mount asubsdiary attack up the
Horence Bologna axis, for which purpose 13 British Corps would be placed under its command. In
the opinion of Generd Sir Oliver Leese, Commander of Eighth Army, there were sound reasons for
such achange. Eighth Army troops had neither the training nor experience necessary for a successful
mountain campaign and would be unable to develop their superior armour and artillery, "the use of
which in combination had been the mainstay of their successful African operations and which had again
proved their effectivenessin the Liri Vdley". (Ibid). Moreover, it would be easier to concentrate the
forces of one Army than to try and operate two armies of different nationdities on two so contiguous

axes:

On the east coast Eighth Army would have fewer mountains to contend with, the chance of
employing its artillery in controlled and concentrated " set-piece” attacks and the hope of flat
country aheed for its desart trained armour; above al it would be fighting its own bettle
without the distractions of day to day consderation of the progress of another Army moving
on the same objective. To these consderations, largdy psychologica but weighing none the
less strongly with Generd Leese, considerations of topographica difficulties took of necessity
second place. Nor was it possible for Generd Alexander, ether, to overlook them. Judging it
impracticable to impose on an Arny Commander the conduct of an operation in which the

latter was not wholeheartedly confident he sanctioned Generd Leese's proposed change of
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plan. Immediate steps were taken to put the decision into force with the least delay in order to

minimize as far as possble the inevitable loss of time involved.

(lbid, pp 2-3)

6. The breaching of the Gothic Line - Operation "OLIVE" - is dedlt with in aformer report, (No
187) and accordingly only afew generd remarks need to be made here in order to set the background
for Canadian operations - the "debouching into the Vdley of the Po". By secretly switching its strength

to the extreme right flank, Eighth Army gained an important advantage over Fidd Marshd Kessdring:

The attack had gained ground rapidly, had inflicted heavy casudties on the Germans, and had
walked through the long prepared "Gothic' defences dmost asif they had not been there.
Only two assets remained to Kessdlring to retrieve the Situation: the fact that the "Gothic™ line
had been built on the forward edge of the range, thus leaving sill one more ridge between the
Allies and the plain, and the excdlence of hislaterd communications which alowed him to

reinforce hiseft at the expense of his centre.

(German Strategy, op cit, p. 5)

To stop the advance of Eighth Army in the Adriatic sector, Kessdring would be forced to weaken his

right and centre, which would then be in danger of being turned by Fifth Army. Any retreat or
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withdrawa from the Apennine Line would have to take the form of awheding back of the right wing in
anorth-easterly direction pivoting on the left. Any other axis of retreat would run the German forces
into a corner formed by the Allied Armiesin Southern France and the Swiss frontier, while the
north-eastern gpproach to the Reich would be left open. The key to the German positionsin North
Itay therefore, lay in the Adriatic, and this sector must get preference, even at the expense of leaving

the centre to fight againgt odds and losing the prepared defences on the road to Bologna. (1bid)

7. With the capture of the Fortunato feature on 20 Sep the entry into the "Po Valey" was forced,
but once again the fates smiled on the German forces. Heavy rain that night enabled the enemy to
withdraw in good order across the Marecchiariver. For the men of the Eighth Army, standing on its
threshold, the view of the Romagna country "flat, endless, featurdess, haf-hidden in the fine drizzle, was

infinitely depressng’”. (Ibid, Section B, Eighth Army - The Gathic Line and Romagna Battles p. 40).

Furthermore, aglance a the rivers and cand's gppearing on the map, and which would haveto be
crosed, offered no consolation. The only saving feature was that the enemy had lost heavily in men,
tanks and guns. His reinforcement position was gpparently good, but his divisons were tired and they
were not likely to get relief. He had to denude his strength facing the Fifth Army, and the Allied
problem was therefore to continue to press the enemy |eft so that the Fifth Army might begin an

advance. (1bid)

8. But Eighth Army had aso suffered heavily and was not compensated by the relative trickle of

reinforcements and materia arriving in the theatre. During September some 250 tanks had been lost
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through enemy action, while a further 230 were bogged down or otherwise non-runners. Infantry
casudties had been so high that it was found necessary to reduce United Kingdom bettalions from four
to threerifle companies, tactically, however, these battalions lost more than the 25 per cent efficiency
which mathematicaly might have been expected. For the same reason it was necessary to reduce one
infantry brigade of each of 1 Brit Armd Div and 56 Brit Inf Din to amere cadre. With the exception of
the New Zedand Division the fighting formations of both 5 Corps and 1 Cdn Corps weretired. The
Polish Corps had had three weeks rest, but it was a Corps in name only, consisting asit did of only

four infantry brigades and one armoured brigade. (lbid, pp 40-41)

TOPOGRAPHY OF THE ROMAGNA

9. Thus was Eighth Army Stuated as it entered upon that long and discouraging period of
operations, entailing the crossing of numerous river obstacles under most difficult climatic conditions,
which have been gptly cdled "the battles of therivers'. The Romagna country differs materidly from
any over which this Army had previoudy fought. To clarify the nature of the tacticd problemswhich
arose in the course of this fighting, a brief description of the area through which 1 Cdn Corps wasto
fight during the balance of September and October has been included. A more detailed description

gppearsin the Eighth Army narrative previoudy cited. (1bid, pp 43-46)

10. The process of reclaming the southern portion of the North Itaian Plain had been going on

sance the Middle Ages but, in essence, it was ill a marsh when Eighth Army gppeared on the scene.
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The method used had taken the form of attempting to confine the principd rivers and streams between
large floodbanks, which had the effect of candizing them to ensure argpid removd of flood waters
during therainy seasons. In addition, through the years, the region has benefited from dluvid depogts;
the Apennine rivers when in flood carry down considerable quantities of st to the plains. Thus man
and nature had combined to produce awell defined flat stretch of countryside, distinct from the rest of
the Northern Plain - "bounded on the east by the sea, on the south by the Northern Apennines, the
dopes of which descend to the leve of the plain before Route 9 is reached, and on the west and north
by the River Reno" (lbid, p.43). The path of the Eighth Army's advance thus lay across a series of
candized rivers, separated by flat, low-lying ground which was cut by a network of dykes and
occasond irrigation ditches for use in dry weether. Ditches had been dug in the larger raised dykesto
carry off surface water, for irrigation or for draining into the larger streams; the smaller dykes were

equipped with pumps to help disperse the surplus water (seeillugtrationsin The Tiger Triumphs, H.M.

Stationary Office, London, 1946, pp 172-173). Along the coast the lowest land had been reclaimed
solely by pumping. (For descriptions or specified areas see (H.S.) 903.003 (D2) Italy, Topographical

Notes made during visit by D.D.H.S. September - November 1948).

11. Asareault of the efforts of man to improve on nature the Romagna can be divided into five
digtinct beltswith varying characterigtics. A comparatively narrow belt of sand dunes, covered by pine
woods and broken where the canalized rivers pass through, skirts the Adriatic Sea, immediately inland
liesabdt of reclamed swampland which the enemy was promptly able to flood merely by stopping

pumping operations. The centra belt, stretching from these converted swamps, dmost to Route 9
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between Rimini and Bolognaiis an area of flat, lightly treed, country, very lidble to flood during heavy
rain, should the flood banks of the larger-streams become breached. On ether sde of Route 9 the land
is congderably higher and better drained; dthough the country here is fill extremdy flat therivers rardly
rise above the levd of the surrounding fieds even during spring flood. South of Route 9 isthe fifth bt -
the foothills or the Apennines, the “spurs of which extend from the main mass hillsto fal aoruptly into
the dluvid plain within a short distance of Route 9, giving good observation over that road and the

country on either Sde of it”. (Eighth Army - The Gothic Line and Romagna Baitles, op cit, p.44)

12. For the most part, south of Route 9, the rivers running across these belts were not infantry
obstacles except during flood; in many places they were not even tank obstacles. The spurs on either
sde of theriver vdleys, however, were generdly so precipitous that the red military problem was not
crossing the stream but scaling the heights beyond. North of Route 9, the larger rivers gradudly

became more and more the dominating feature of the landscape,

..thar floodbanks rigng in places as much as forty feet above the surrounding plain. Very few
fords exist here so that dl of them are tank obstacles; in the autumn and winter they are
frequently infantry obstacles dso. Many of the innumerable smaler water-courses between
them; al running more or less paradle to the main streams (referred to as "Fosso" or " Scolo”
locally) congtitute military obstacles, but a not inconsiderable number are both tank and

infantry obstaclesin agreater or less degree. (1bid)
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13. The only possible main axes of advance across the Romagna plain were Routes 9 and 16;
these were embanked and thus safe from flooding. Although there was afairly extensve network of
secondary roads between these two highways, none were "well founded" and maost were wide enough
for only one-way traffic. There were few bridges except on the two main roads, so that the secondary
roads formed merely more or less independent communication systems between successive river
crossings. Laterd roads between the two main axes were reatively plentiful and on the whole good,
following as they did the line of naturd drainage. The best of these lay dong the tops of the floodbanks
of the main rivers, which meant that there were but few small bridges which could be destroyed aong
their length; the roads, however, were ligble to destruction by cratering. South of Route 9 the road
system in the foothills, dthough extensive in places, was extremely primitive. Where the spurs were
steep, overlooking a number of the streams, not even atrack was found to support operations on an

axis pardld to Route 9.

14. Throughout the Romagna the soil and sub-soil are of clay. In dry wesether, therefore, thick
clouds of fine dudt rise to a condderable height, obscuring vison and impeding movement. But after
even asingle shower the surface becomes greasy and dippery, treacherous to both men and vehicles; in
reglly wet wegther, or following floods, the ground becomes a morassinto which men were to Snk over

their ankles and vehicles up to the axles.

15. From the Allied Planners point of view, only the high ground on ether Sde or Route 9 was a

possible avenue of advance during even moderately wet weather. To permit such operations, the high
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ground to its south would have to be seized, and to do this would creste considerable engineering
problems. Only during comparatively dry wegather could the country between Routes 9 and 16 be used

for amain thrust forward. Again, engineering construction and maintenance would here have to play a

major part.

16. Two further features of the areainfluenced the tactics employed by friend and foe. The
countryside was thickly populated here, dotted with smdl villages and farms, which provided the enemy
with excdlent strong points and snipers posts, when shelled to ruins they merely became more readily
defensble. With the coming of autumn visbility became more restricted by the vine-covered wire
trellises and laden fruit trees (Spaced 10 feet gpart and permitted to grow to a height of 15 feet). Not
only did these impede the view of a commander, but after bresking through two or three such trellisesa
tank was likely to have its tracks become cluttered with vines and wire. Forward visihility was limited,
ance the trellises were usudly planted in rows some 30 yards gpart, pardle to the streams and at right
anglesto theline of Allied advance. Flank observation was another danger; aslong as the foliage
remained, the enemy enfiladed dternate rows with his machine guns and anti-tank guns so as to account

for both advancing infantry and tanks:

Thus, when our tanks advanced in front of the infantry, they missed the enemy machine guns,

whichhddtheir fire, and were then engaged by an anti-tank gun in the

next row, while the unlocated machi ne gun opened up on our infantry who

were thus without tank support. It was no better if the infantry
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preceded the tanks, for the tanks were still unable to | ocate the eneny

machi ne gun.?

(Lbid, P. 45)

Every advantage was al so taken by the eneny of the opportunities offered by

t he nunerous water obstacles; by systematically destroying the small bridges
and cul verts over these the novenent of Allied heavy equi pmrent and tanks was
greatly inpeded. He, of course, suffered fromno such disability in bringing
up supplies and reinforcenments as a result bridgeheads had to be seized by the
infantry and held wi thout support from anti-tank guns or arnour until the

engi neers had made the streamor river passable to the heavier weapons. During
this intervening period such a position, backed up by no heavi er weapon than

the PI AT, was extrenely vulnerable to arnmoured counter attacks. (lbid)

1 Accordingly control had to be decentralized to the troop leaders. In 2 Cdn Armd Regt, for
ingance, the following methods were used:

(8 Tanksmoved from hedge to hedge in caterpillar fashion endeavouring dways to have no
tank move without &t least one other tank in position to provide covering fire.

(b) Troop leaders halted beside houses every few hundred yards and from the top floor
examined the country ahead with glasses. Thiswas not very satisfactory since one could
only see the same vines, trees and houses from a dightly different angle.

(¢ Tank commanders and bow gunners (armed with T.M.C.) carried out recce on foot. This
was a dow procedure.

((H.S)244C5.013(D7): 2 Can Armd Regt (Ld S.H.) Account of Operations, 11 Sep 44
to 27 Sep 44)
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17. For understandable reasons, the valley of the Po had held an inviting fascination for members
of the Eighth Army, who could see their armoured formations racing across its wide open spacesin
purauit of the dower moving enemy; unfortunately thisilluson was based on an gppreciation of the
Bologna sector, which was vastly different from that of the Romagna. That even the topographica
intelligence section at Headquarters Eighth Army had not fully gppreciated the red condition of the
Romagna may be traced, partly at least to the speed with which the switch in plans had been made See
para5); ingead of sudying the terrain immediately in front, the Planners had been obliged to cast their
thoughts forward to the problems which would be raised by the crossing of the Po River itsdlf. By the
beginning or October it was redized that planning had been too ambitious and the specia task force of

engineers organized for the bridging of the Po was disbanded and given more immediate tasks.

1 CDN CORPSPLAN FOR THE ADVANCE BEYOND THE MARECCHIA.

18. On 15 Sep the Commander 1 Cdn Corps, Lt-Gen E.L.M. Burns, D.S.O., O.B.E., M.C,,

went to Headquarters Eighth Army, where he discussed with Generd Leese the plan for operations

subsequent to the capture of the San Fortunato feature.

Briefly, it was that the armd divs were to be passed through as soon after the capture of the S.

FORTUNATO festure as practicable, having regard to the sate of the tps of the two inf divs
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after thisfighting. If possble, the inf were to capture brheads over the MARECCHIA, but the

armd divs were to be ready to pass through before and to continue their fighting adv.

(Persond Diary of Lt-Gen E.L.M. Burns,

15 Sep 44)

Two days later 1 Cdn Corps Operation Instruction No. 31 wasissued. According to thisinstruction the

intention of 1 Cdn Corpswasto:

...attack the high ground SAN FORTUNATO R.8294, high ground R. 8093, est a brhead
over the R. MARECCHIA and explait in the direction of RAVENNA and CASTEL

MAGGIORE L. 9157.

((H.S.)224C1.013(D9): The Gothic Line Battle and The Advanceto F. Ronco, 1 Cdn Corps,

21 Aug to 28 Oct 44: Appx "J")

The operation was carried out in four phases, of which the first three covering the plan of attack up to
and including the establishment of bridgeheads over the R. Marecchia have dready been dedt with in
detail. (Report No. 187, op cit.) In the Fourth Phase, envisaged as an armoured pursuit of a"besaten

enemy" beyond Rimini (Eighth Army - The Gothic Line and Romagna Béttles, p. 41), the plan was as

follows
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.2 N.Z. Div will pass through the brhead formed by 1 Cdn Inf Div and will adv in the
direction of RAVENNA. 5 Cdn Armd Div with under command the R.C.Ds. will pass
through the brhead formed by 4 Brit Axmd Div and will adv in the direction of COSTED

MAGGIORE L, 9157.

(The Goathic Line Battle, op cit)

However, asit transpired, weeks were to pass before this ambitious program was fulfilled. The
exhaudting and dow advance of Eighth Army across the Romagna plain was hardly the armoured romp

visudized by the planners

19. Ontheleft 5 Corps was to cross the Marecchia seize Santarcangel o, and advance astride
Route 9 to Bologna. Between the Marecchia and the Fiumicino the inter-corps boundary ran from the
former river to Route 9 at thetrack junction 767984, then north to the road and rail junction 764990.
From thereit ran north-west to the outskirts of SMauro, the town itsalf being inclusve to 1 Cdn Corps,

than amost due west to the Fiumicino at 722031. (Ibid) (See Map 1)

20. Enemy formations opposing 1 Cdn Corps at thistime, according to information received by

Corps Intelligence up to 2200 hours, 22 Sep, conssted of 162 Turcoman Division, 1 Parachute

Divison, 29 Panzer Grenadier Divison and either 20 G.A.F. Fidd Divison or 26 Panzer Divison, or
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both of the two last-named formations, dl under LXXVI Corps of Tenth Army. The German

dispogitions behind the Marecchia were believed to be as follows:

...303 Regiments? on the coast up to Route 16, the parachutists as far as about 80 Easting,

probably not now with dl their troops in the ling, and what remains of 314 Regiments on their
right, 29 Panzer Grenadier Division, now a battle group worth about three battaions, holds a
2,000 yard front further west, with either 20 G.A.F. Divison or 26 Armoured Divison on its

right.

(W.D., G.S. Branch H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, September 1944: Appx 57, 1 Cdn Corps

Intelligence Summary No. 121, 22 Sep 44)

21. On the night 20/21 Sep the enemy withdrew from in front of 1 Cdn Corps under cover of a
heavy rain. The next day, in heavy going, but with improved wegther conditions, 1 Can Inf Div moved
forward and crossed the river Marecchia near the coast. Rimini was occupied and the river Marecchia
Tiberius bridge captured intact. On 22 Sep 2 N.Z. Div began to pass through the 1 Cdn Inf Div
positions, upon which the latter went Into reserve. During the night troops of 4 Brit Inf Div gained a

footing on the far bank of the same river south-east or Santa Giugtina (7898). Who stage was now set

2 Regiments of 162 Turcoman Division
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for 5 Can Armd Div to take up the advance on the left of the New Zedanders, when 4 Brit Inf Div

would follow 1 Can Inf Div into Corps reserve. (Report N0.187, pp 129-32)

22. In generd terms 5 Cdn Armd Div intended to pass 12 Cdn Inf Bde through the 4 Brit Inf Dit
position, across the Uso, Picketing S. Mauro should it be strongly held, and seize a bridgehead over the
Fumicino. 11 Cdn Inf Bde and the bulk of the armour would follow closely, and once the former had
secured its fina objectives would move through it and continue the advance, with the amour leading if
possible. Throughout the action strong armoured eements would keep well up to exploit any soft spots
reveded in the enemy's defences. In order to maintain the momentum of the advance 12 Cdn Inf Bde
would by-pass and picket enemy strong points, leaving them for the atention of the follow-up brigade

(W.D., H.Q. 12 Cdn Inf Bde, September 1944; Appx 3, Report on Operations 12 Canadian Infantry

Brigade, Period 22 Sep 44 to 27 Sep 44)

THE ADVANCE TO THE USO BY 12 CNN INF BDE, 22-27 SEP 44

23. In formulating the Brigade plan, Brigadier JSH. Lind, D.S.O., E.D., Commander 12 Cdn Div
Bde, had to bear in mind that of his three battalionstwo, P.L.D.G. and 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn, had received
only six weeks training as infantry, and further that the third, Westmr R. (Mot) must be saved as much
as possible for use in support of the armour in the event that a break should occur in any part of the
front. Unfortunatdly, in view of their better training and greater experience, it seemed that Westmr R.

(Mot) would probably have to bear the brunt of the operations. In addition to the infantry component
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the following units would be in support: 2 Cdn Armd Regt (Ld-S.H.), 11 Army Fd Regt., R.CA., 98
(towed) and 16 (S.P.) A. Tk Btysof 4 A. Tk Regt, R.C.A., and 14 Fd Coy, R.C.E. Asit cdled for
the establishment in succession of bridgeheads over threerivers - the Uso, Sdto and Fiumicino - the
plan fell naturdly into three parts. In the first P.L.D.G., supported by a squadron of tanks, a troop of
M.IO's, and atroop of six-pounder, (towed) anti-tank guns, would advance to the Uso and seize a
lodgment on its west bank. From there Westmr R., would take over with asmilar task to perform at
the next river, the Rio Salto. Upon the completion of Phase Three during which 1 Cdn L.ALIl. Bn
would establish a bridgehead over the Fiumicino, 12 Cdn Inf Bde would relinquish the lead to 11 Cdn

Inf Bde. (lbid)

24. In a Straight fine the distance between the Marecchia, opposite Santa Giugting, and the
FHumicino a Fumicino (720048), isonly dightly over sx miles. Like sherest of the Romagnait isfla,
featureless country, Cultivated, with scattered vineyards and tree-bordered fields. There are afar
number of secondary roads and a great network of tracks. Unfortunately these roads, designed to give
access to Routes 9 and 16, provided better facilities for latera than forward movement. As both these
main thoroughfares lay outsde 5 Cdn Armd Div's axis of advance movement ahead tended to follow

Very circuitous routes.

25. The Uso, firg of the threeriverson the 5 Cdn Armd Div itinerary, is a narrow meandering
river with many "U" shaped bends. In the lower half of the river the banks, which are composed of a

mixture of earth and grave, are tree-lined and steep, each 8 to 10 feet high, and from 25 to 50 feet
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gpart. Further upstream the trees thin out and the banks, varying from steep to shelving, are 5 to 20
feet high and from 35 to 110 feet gpart. The wet gap which is 50 feet wide at the mouth, narrows
rgpidly and becomes shdlower in the upper reaches. In that part or the river with which 5 Cdn Armd
Div was concerned there was, except in the rainy season, only asmal amount of water flowing over
gravel beds with scattered pools of deeper water. Here infantry could cross anywhere and there were
aconsiderable number of fords passable for tanks ((H.S.) 224C1.023(D9)): M.A.I.U. 1 Cdn Corps

Topographica Report No. 10, 13 Sep 44)

26. By the afternoon of 22 Sep the roads were in afit shape for use despite the rain of the past
two days. At 1615 hoursthe 12 Cdn Inf Bde moved off from the Misano area and by night had
concentrated on the southern dope of the Bergiano ridge (map square 8095). By thistime 28 Brit Inf
Bde had extended its bridgehead over the Marecchiato cut Route 9 at a point about 1,000 yards east

of Santa Giustina. (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report, op cit)

27. At 0400 hours the following morning P.L.D.G. began to move to their forming-up place
between the Marecchiaand the Canale Viserba. To the north-west on Route 9 lay the village or Santa
Giugting, astrung-out community of some forty houses. The P.L.D.G. axis of advance lay dong the
secondary road stlemming from this village and running straight to the USO at S. Vito (763006). The
immediate objective was Casde, ahamlet of a dozen houses which sat astride the brigade axis & a
crossroads 1,000 yards beyond S. Giugtina. Although H Hour was set for O900 hours, dueto adelay

inthearriva of the armour it was actualy some minutes after this that the attack got under way. Soon
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after crossing the rallway just north of Route 9 the forward troops came under heavy artillery mortar
and machine gun fire. For afew hours, however, the companies managed to keep moving and by 1225
hours were within afew hundred yards of Casdle. To theright of the S. Giugtina S. Vito axis another
sub-unit of P.L.D.G. had now reached the edge of Variano, avillage lying afew hundred yards north-
east of Casale. Both these places were reported to be firmly held by the enemy. To the south the
enemy ill hed Santarcangel o, from where he was able to enfilade the Canadian postions. Due to the
heavy fire to which they had been subjected from the sart of the action, P.L.D.G. had become dightly
disorganized. For thisreason, Brigadier Lind ordered the unit to hdt the attack and dig in. (lbid W.D.,

G.S., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 23 Set 44 W.D., 4-P.L.D.G., 23 Sep 44)

28. In the meantime the remainder of the Brigade Group, less the Headquarters, had been
assembled north of the Marecchia. With additional resources at hand, Brigadier Lind decided to
resume the action. At 1400 hours he issued orders for the Westmr R. (Mot), supported by a squadron
of Ld SH., two troops of anti-tank guns and an R.C.E. party, to carry out a"right hook™ by-passing
the enemy in the Casde - Variano area and attacking S. Vito from the east. (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report op

at)
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29. At 1500 hours Westmr R. (Mot) began to move across country towards route "Ennis®, - the
axis of the attack lay on "Ennis’ up to the crossroads 779009 - advancing without opposition, the
battalion made excellent progress. Later the pace decreased somewhat as the attackers, under
gporadic machine gun fire, ran into severa minefieds. By 2040 hours, however, the loading companies
were within four hundred yards of the crossroads on "Ennis' a 779009. During the hours of darkness
the unit continued to push towards S. Vito, and by O530 hours the next morning (24 Sep) had only six
hundred yards to go. About this time they encountered enemy infantry, with tanks in support, in
position dong the laterd road east of S. Vito. Asaresult Westmr R. withdrew dightly and by O800
hours had consolidated astride the forward axis about 400 yards from the enemy line. (lbid; W.D.,

H.Q. 12 Cdn Inf Bde, September 1944: Appx |, OpsLog, 23-24 Sep 44; (H.S.) 244C5.

30. Meanwhile Brigedier Lind had ordered P.L.D.G, to improve their positions by taking Casde
and clearing the enemy from Variano. During the evening of 23 Sep the unit occupied the south-east

corner of Variano. In order, however to give the medium artillery time to provide a supporting fire plan

3 Thedivisond tacticd route. From SGiudinait ran first north-east through Variano to the
crossroads 789005 then west to the crossroads 779009, then along the road leading north to
the T junction 777025. From there it followed awinding route west aong the secondary-roads
to reach the Uso at 764034. Beyond theriver, it followed a course due west, across the Salto
south of Latorre, to the road and track junction at 742036. Here it went north for 1300 yards
aong the farm track, then, turning west again followed a straight course aong roads and tracks
and across fields to the junction on the river road at 722054, then south on this road to the
village of Humicino.

(H.S, 244C5.013(D7): 5 Cdn Army Div History of Operations from F.
Metauro to F. Bevano 30 Aug to 27 Oct 44: Appx J Maps).
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the battalion commander requested and obtained permission from Brigade Headquarters to delay the
assault on Casalo until 0600 hours the following morning. At that time P.L.D.G. attacked, meeting with
little oppogition, the supporting tanks quickly dedling with the few enemy machine guns. At O715 hours
the unit reported the village under control. (12 Can Inf Bde Report; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, op cit,

23-24 Sep 44; W.D. 4 P.L.D.G., 23-24 Sep 44)

31 It was now gpparent from the strong stand being made by the enemy in front of S. Vito that, to
gain the desired bridgehead over the Uso River, a set-piece attack would be necessary. Asan

essentid preliminary to an assault over theriver, it would be necessary to establish afirm base on the
east bank. By the use of a second right hook Brigadier Lind hoped to secure for this purpose the
laterd road running north from S. Vito and pardle to the Uso. To carry out these tasks, the only fresh
troops remaining a his disposd werethose of 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn. AsBrigadier Lind intended using only
two companies of this battalion to secure the line of the latera roads he would il have fresh infantry

available for the ensuing main action, the river crossing. (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report)

32. Shortly after midday, 24 Sep. 1 Cdn L.A.A.Bn moved off towards their first objectives, the
road junction W on "Ennis’ about 600 yards beyond the small Rio Fontanaccia. But the attackers
quickly ran into difficulties The enemy, making full use of the ample natural cover afforded by the

vineyards surrounding the objective, soon checked the Canadians supporting tanks.
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After clearing severd machine gun nests, 4th Troop reached the half-way objective ahead of
the infantry. There, two of their tanks were hit by A.P. fire and "brewed" ... Once again it was
impossible to see from where the fire had come. The infantry were hed up just short of this
objective by heavy mortar and M.G. fire. Another troop or tanks came forward, then another

company of infantry endeavoured to get past this road junction - dl invain.

(McAvity, Lt-Col, JM., D.SO., M.B.E,,

Lord Strathcona's Horse (Royal Canadians)

A Record of Achievement, p.148)

At 1510 hours the advance of 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn cameto acomplete stop. At that time the leading
infantry were gill over ahundred yards short of the objective. (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; (H.S)
244C5.013(D7): Report on Operations of the Lanark and Renfrew Scottish Regiment of Canada for

period 1 Sep 44 to 11 Oct 44)

33. During the night, 24/25 Sep. 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn using for the purpose the two companies
previoudy held in reserve, made a second attempt to reach the river. Moving on a course midway
between Westmr R. and the scene of the afternoon's fighting, the unit at first made good progress.
Between 2210 hours, when the attack began, and 2335 hours the leading troops advanced to within
300 yards of the fork in the laterd road (768014). In the course of the next fifteen minutes, however,

they became involved in confused fighting in the darkness with strong enemy patrols. For awhile they
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continued to make headway and one sub-unit actualy reached the latera road but, due to the pressure
exerted by their opponents, were unable to maintain their pogtion. At this sage 12 Cdn Inf Bde
ordered the battalion commander to bresk off the action and withdraw. 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn then pulled

back east of the Rio Fontanaccia (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 24-25 Sep 44)

34. At 0800 hours, 25 Sep, 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn made its third attempt and this time achieved
success. Within two hours of beginning the attack one company had cleared the enemy from the road
junction on "Ennis" beyond the Rio Fontanaccia and a second was gpproaching the fork in the laterd
road. By midday the battalion was holding a 500-yard stretch of theriver latera from the fork north to
768018. At the sametime Westmr R., which had moved forward in conformity with the advance of the
1 Cdn L.A.A.Bn, reported that they were now firmly established at the crossroads (767008) on the
northern outskirts of S. Vito. (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 25 Sep 44; W.D.,

1CdnL.A.A.Bn, 25 Sep 44)

35. During the night 24/25 Sep P.L.D.G. had patrolled actively between S. Giugtinaand the Uso
River. One of these patrols had worked through and beyond Bargdllona, a village lying mid-way
between Route 9 and S. Vito and had reached the vicinity of the latter village before making contact
with any enemy troops. Asaresult P.L.D.G. started one company moving forward aong the road to
S. Vito at 0420 hours, 25 Sep. Advancing without oppaosition, the company reached the road junction

south of S. Vito at 0740 hours. At thistime the rest of the battalion was sill in the Casde area
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awaiting the results of aroad reconnaissances (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; 12

Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 24-25 Sep 44)

36. A rather amusing incident occurred during the afternoon of 24 Sep when a party of fifteen
men, under Lieut "Tommy" G. Forman, was sent forward by "C" Company of the Westmingtersto
investigate a tory by B.SM. Gray of 11 Army Fd Regt R.C.A. that a German unit wished to
surrender. The patrol remained at the German outpost, holding hostages, while Lieut Forman and two
men were taken back to the enemy company commander and eventudly to Capt Baron von Ma apert,

then commanding 111 Bn 15 Pz Gren Regt.

...There ensued alengthy discussion of the world war Situation during which Lieut Forman
pointed out how obvious it was that Germany was losing and how sensible it would be for
Capt Mdapert to surrender hisunit. However, the German only laughed and agreed that the
war would soon be over, but that the Germans were going to win and told Forman that he
should surrender his unit before it was wiped out. He aso made some referencesto our

shooting of German prisoners which gave Forman afew bad moments.

At 1845 hours Ma apert finally agreed to Forman'srelease. The party were blindfolded and

alowed to go. The Baron gave Lieut Norman a note to bring back - "Come over here,

nothing will happen to you: there were three of your soldiers with us - sgned Maapert”.
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(W.D., Westmr R. (Mot), September 1944:

Appx 10, Exploits of Lieut T.G. Forman)

37. The stuation on the morning or 25 Sep wasthis: 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn had four companies
employed, two in contact and the remainder echel oned back to protect the Brigade right flank. Inthe
centre the Westmingters, with only three companies, had two of these 300 yards east of S. Vito flanking
the road and one in reserve. On the left, as already noted, P.L.D.G. had one sub-unit at the road
Junction just south of S. Vito with the balance of the battalion between Casdeand S. Giudtina. Inthe
course of the day, these | atter squadrons consolidated on the east bank of the Uso, south of S. Vito,
two of them occupying the hamlet itsdlf. At this stage Brigadier Lind issued orders for the capture and
consolidation of a bridgehead over the River Uso. P.L.D.G. and 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn would cross the
Uso and establish afirm base, then Westmr R. would pass through and exploit towards the Sdto River.
The find objectives of the two assaulting battalions lay in two pardld laterd roads lying about 1,000
yards beyond the Uso and joined to it by a series of regularly spaced tracks. The P.L.D.G. would
secure the southern extremity of these roadsand 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn a500-yard stretch due west of their

present positions (12 can Inf Bde Report)

38. On theleft, south of S. Vito, P.L.D.G. began crossing the Uso at 1800 hours on 25 Sep.
Earlier in the afternoon patrols of this unit had reached the near bank of the river; One of these actudly
crossing and operating on the enemy side. By midnight P.L.D.G. had one company west of the river

with the remainder in the process or moving over. In the course of the night 25/26 Sep they completed
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this phase of the attack and by 0355 hours the |oading troops were gpproaching the fina objective. Up
to this point the battaion had been advancing without opposition, under comparatively light shelling and
machine gun fire; now, however, the enemy began to offer sronger resstance. Fortunady, in view of
the presence of enemy armour, tanks of Ld SH. had arrived in the bridgehead shortly after first light.
During the morning P.L.D.G. had severd brushes with the enemy. The unit War Diary containsa

laconic description of thisfighting:

D Sgn getsinvolved in afire fight and one of their supporting tanks gets KOd. Shortly
afterwards C Sgn getsinvolved and afair battle results. We knock out aMark 1V, so the

advance continues and more fire is encountered.

(W.D., 4P.L.D.G., 26 Sep 44)

However, the advance did continue and at 1025 hours the unit reported the final objective secured.
(12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; (H.S.)244C5.013 (D7): Report on Ops of the 4 P.L.D.G. for period 29 Aug

44 10 14 Oct 44: 5 Cdn Armd Div, Ops Log op cit, 25-26 Sep 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde, Ops Log 25-26

Sep 44)

39. Meanwhile, on the right flank, things were not going too well. As aready noted (see para 34),
1 Can L.A.A. had secured a firm base from which to attack across the Uso by 1105 hours, 25 Sep.

The battalion commander had hoped to have two companies over the river by 1300 hours, but it was
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nearly five hours later that these, crossing at the bend in the Uso north of S. Vito, reached the far bank
and began moving towards their objective. Without anti-tank or tank support, the attackers ran into
some difficulty and became somewhat disorganized. By 1945 hours advanced eements of the battalion
were no more than 150 - 200 yards west of theriver. Dueto the strength of the enemy resistance on
the flanks it was deemed impossible to get ahead by infiltrating and a ddliberate attack was consdered
necessary. |n amessage to the battalion commander at 2210 hours, Brigadier Lind directed that every
possible effort be made to improve the situation by an advance of 300-400 yards by first light, and
emphasized the need for having anti-tank gunsin the bridgehead at that time. To ensure this he placed

al available engineer resources a the disposal of the battaion. (Ibid; 12 Can Inf Bde Report)

40. In order to get the anti-tank guns forward the Engineers (14 Fd Coy R.C.E.) constructed a
barrd culvert at 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn crossing-place (765013); athough completed by 2300 hours it was
washed out haf an hour later by the rigng river. Despite this setback 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn put in thelr
deliberate attack as planned (at 0433 hours). Thistime things went more smoothly and by firg light the
battalion was in positions due east of the hamlet of Alberazzo, aong the first of the two lateral roads
(754020 to 7540145). Except for afew isolated machine gun posts and garrisons in the towns of
Savignano and S. Mauro the enemy seemed to have vacated the area. Early optimism was followed by
uneasy hours due to the threatening presence of groups of enemy infantry and armour to the north and
west of them. In the meantime one enterprising troop of 16 A. Tk Bty had prepared afording place and

manhandled their guns over theriver. By thistime the engineers had a scissors bridge in operation over
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which passed a number of tanks of Ld. SH. By nightfall the scissors had been replaced by a 40-foot
S.S. Bailey (Class 40) (see Appx "C"). (lbid, W.D, H.Q. R.C.E. 5 Cdn Area Div, September 1944:
Appx 5, Engr Sitrep, 26 Sep 44; W.D., 14 Fd Coy R.C.E., 26 Sep 44; W.D., 4 A.Tk Regt R.C.A.,

September 1944: Appx 4, 26 Sep 44; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 26 Sep 44)

41. On theright flank of 12 Cdn Inf Bde, during the previous morning (25 Sep), two squadrons or
3 Cdn Armd Recce Regt (G.G.H.G.) had commenced operations, under divisonal command, to clear
route "Ennis’ (seefootnote, para29) of the enemy and secure the crossing over the Uso at 764034.
Assoon as 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn had cleared the enemy from the road junction (776016) north of the Rio
Fontanaccia (see para 34) the armour began to move forward. Apart from demolitions and mines they
advanced without opposition, until early afternoon, when, within afew hundred yards of the river, they
bumped enemy infantry on the east bank, protected by aminefield. A reconnaissance of theriver
reveded an dternate Ste, suitable for a crossng and more lightly defended, nearly amile to the south at
7630I18. About thistime, 1800 hours, the armoured unit was joined by a company of Westministers,
which had been despatched earlier from S. Vito to take part in the G.G.H.G. operations. As nothing
further could be accomplished that day, the tanks went into harbour for the night protected by the
infantry. (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W.D., Westmr R. (Mot), 25 Sep 44; W.D., 3 Cdn Armd Recce

Regt (G.G.H.G.), 25 Sep 44)

42. Early on 26 Sep, the company of Westminsters moved off, and using the dternate Ste, were

over theriver by 0850 hours. However, the armour did not follow, for, shortly after they eft the
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G.G.H.G. received ordersto make the crossng where originaly planned. During the morning
additiond infantry strength was added to the force with the arriva of the remaining two companies of
the Westmr R. It was now intended to make the attack over the river on "Ennis’, using acompany of
the Westmingers and a squadron of G.G.H.G., and in conjunction with the company dready on the far

bank, to establish a bridgehead.

43. At 1400 hours with the tanks leading, the attackers moved off. As the column gpproached
the river bank the front tank struck a mine and blocked the passage. Pushing around the armour, the
infantry continued the advance and by 1500 hours, againgt only light opposition, had secured afirm
position astride "Ennis’, about 500 yards west of the river (757036). Here the company which had
made the earlier crossing now joined them. At thistime, G.G.H.G., who were having greet difficulty in
clearing the minefidd, were ill on the opposite sde of the Uso. Work on lifting these mines had been
halted temporarily when an explosion of severd mines, set off, it was believed, by atrip wire, caused
20 casudlties, 16 of them fatd. As an aternative measure, a squadron of tanks started south at 1600
hours, with the intention of using the origind Westminger route. Finding this unsuitable for armour they
continued on to S. Vito, where they crossed on the 12 Cdn Inf Bde bridge. Once over the Uso the
sguadron turned north, and moving across country at full speed, under heavy shdlfire and involved in
crossfire between Ld SH. and the enemy, reached the Westmingter positions at last light. Meanwhile
the Engineers continued to work on the "Ennis' location, and by 1630 hours had completed an assault
crossing for the armour. On the following day, 27 Sep 1 Fd Sgn R.C.E. erected a 60-foot D.S. Bailey

bridge at this site. (12 Cdn Inf Bde Report; 12 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 26 Sep 44; W.D., H.Q. R.C.E.
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5 Cdn Armd Div, September 1944: Appx 5, Engrs Sitrep, 27 Sep 44; (H.S.) 244C5.013(D7):
Governor Genera's Horse Guards Operationa History, September 1944; W.D., 3 Cdn Armd Recce

Regt (G.G.H.G.), 26 Set 44; W.D., Westmr R. (Mot), 26 Sep 44)

44, During the afternoon, 26 Sep. H.Q. 12 Cdn Inf Bde was informed that it would be relieved
that night, in the positions then occupied by 11 Cdn Inf Bde. With thisin view, Brigadier Lind ordered
his units to consolidate on the line of the pardld laterds, from inclusve route "Ennis’, o on theright, to
south of the secondary road S. Vito - Savignano, on the left. At 1500 hours, the battalions began
moving and by 1630 hours the Westminsgters were in afirm position on the crossroads (752035), 500
yards east of the Rio Sdto. Shortly afterwards 1 Cdn L.S.A. Bn reported that they were at the road
junction (749018) on the west laterd, with the remainder of the unit echeloned back to theriver. By
lagt light SL D.G., on the left flank, was dso in pogtion, with its four companies grouped south of the
road S. Vito - Savignano (map square 7500). Each of the two last mentioned units had one squadron

of Ld SH. in support; and a squadron of G.G.H.G. was now with the Westmingters. (12 Cdn Inf Bde

Report)

45, During the morning of 26 Sep the relieving units of 11 Cdn Inf Bde began to move forward,
and by OO30 hours that night (26/27 Sep) Ir R.C. had completed taking over from 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn.
A bad river crossing and heavy shelling, however, delayed the relief of the Westmingters by C.B.
Highrs until 0445 hours. In the meantime command of the sector had passed to H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde

at 0045 hours (5 Cdn Army Div Ops Log, 27 Sep). P.L.D.G., however, remained under command
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11 Cdn Inf Bde to provide left flank protection until late on 27 Sep. Thus finished the second action for

the newly-formed 12 Cdn Inf Bde. Initsreport of this operation the following passage appears.

Although we have had less physica contact with the enemy than in our firgt action, the
unprecedented amount (for him) of arty and o gunsin this sector and the close nature of the

ground made every foot gained a difficult and well earned one.

Our opposition consisted at different times of dtsof thesedivs. 1 ParaDiv, 29 Pz Gren Div,

and 20 German Air Force Fd Div.

These, especidly 20 G.A.F. Div provided us with afair crop of desertersand P.W., but on
the whole the enemy fought well and stubbornly and made the fullest use of every natura
feature and al vegetation to conced himsdlf and so surprise us with hidden A. Tk guns, M.G's.

snipers and minefields.

Lessons confirmed. While the enemy continues to follow his present policy in the use of

mortars and arty, condderation must be given in the planning or each phase, to slencing the

wegpons or disperang the fire or a combination of both.

(12 Cdn InS Bde Report)
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According to this report casudties were 30 other ranks killed and seven reported as missing; 13
officers and 207 other ranks were wounded. P.L.D.G. had seven officers and 100 men wounded and
10 men killed, while the Westminsters had four officers and 70 other ranks wounded and 13 other
rankskilled. Ld SH. had five tanks burned out and three damaged by shell fire during this

fighting.((H.S.) 244C5.013 (D7): 2 Cdn Armd Regt (Ld S.H.) Account of Operations, 11 Sep 44 -

27 Sep 44)

THE ADVANCE OF 11 CDN INF BDE TO THE FIUMICINO, 26-28 SEP 44

46. Appreciating that the enemy was carrying out a generd withdrawal, covered by rearguards,
and that there was no indication that he would make ared stand on any line, the G.O.C. 1 Corps
ordered both 5 Cdn Armd Div and 2 N.Z. Div to presstheir advance night and day in an effort to
maintain contact with the enemy main body. This order, contained in amessage issued on 27 Sep,

continued as follows;

...where the gen adv is dowed up by river lines crossngs will be made with a force adequate
to penetrate deep into the enemy defences in order to ensure maintenance of contact. Where
it isNOT possible to get supporting arms across obstaclesimmediatdy in rear of assaulting inf
the inf must be prepared to push ahead without supporting arms particularly at night when the

vaue of the enemy's close up weapons is greetly reduced.
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(The Gothic Line Battle, Appx K)

47. Both forward units of 11 Cdn Inf Bde patrolled to the Rio Sdto during the night (26/27 Sep).
From the railway near Savignano to its junction with the Uso this stream is a definite tank obgtacle. The
bed of theriver is"U" shaped, with banks partidly tree-lined, four to seven feet high, and 12 to 35 feet
goart. In addition one of the Sew bridges, that panning the stream near the hamlet of La Torre
(749035), had been blown by the enemy. Early in the morning on 27 Sep 11 Cdn Inf Bde began to
move up to the Salto on atwo-battalion front; with right C.B. Highrs, and left Ir R.C. ((H.S)

244C5.013(D7): 5 Can Armd Div History of Opsfrom F. Metauro to F. Bevano, 30 Aug to 27 Oct

44, Part I1; (H.S.)223C1.023(D9): M.A.1.U. 1 Cdn Corps Topographical Report No. 10, 13 Sep 44)

48. Ontheléft, Ir R.C., advancing from the positions taken over from 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn, moved
north-west dong the road to S. Mauro, atown lying mid-way between the Salto and the Fiumicino, the
meeting point of a network of secondary roads. By midday the leading troops, having negotiated the
passage of the Salto without difficulty, were gpproaching the outskirts of the town. Up to that time S.
Mauro was being heavily shdled by our artillery. Due to the activity of snipers, and to avoid involving
the unit in house-to-house fighting, Headquarters 11 Cdn Inf Bde ordered them to by-pass the town
and push on to the Fiumicino. Circling around to the north of S. Mauro Ir R.C. continued the advance,
with the intention of seizing a bridgehead over the Fiumicino River now only about 1,000 yards ditant,

that night. (W.D., G.S,, H.Q, 5 Cdn Armd Div, 27 Sep 44).

34 Report 25



49. WhileIr R.C. were advancing on S. Mauro C.B. Highrswere forming-up in the area of La
Torre. Early in the afternoon they crossed the Salto, and moving dong "Ennis’, reached the Veno (a
smdl stream afew hundred yards west of the Salto), where they contacted the enemy. The latter
withdrew however, without offering opposition and the advance continued. At Villa Grappa, a hamlet
Stuated about 1,500 yards due north of S. Mauro, the Situation changed, and the enemy began to
offer strong resistance to any further forward movement. At first light on 28 Sep C.B. Highrs were il
in the vicinity of Villa Grappa with dements west of the village, about 500 yards from the Fiumicino.
(W.D.,G.S,, H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 27 Sep 44, (H.S.) 244C5.013(D5): Summaries of Ops by the
Hist Offr, S Cdn Armd Div, 16 Sep to 30 Sep 44; W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde September 1944:

Appx 9, 11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 27 Sep 44).

50. Until the afternoon of 27 Sep. P.L.D.G. were responsible for the protection of the Corps left
flank. During this times athough they patrolled extensvely in the area within the Corps sector east of
the Sdlto, they found no sign of the enemy. Upon their rdief by a squadron of 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt
(R.C.D.), the battalion returned to under command 12 Cdn Inf Bde. (5 Cdn Armd Div History, op cit).
With the task of forcing crossings over the Sdlto, if possible, the armoured cars at once moved off into
the country southeast of S. Mauro. Although due to the nature of the ground a considerable amount of
reconnaissance had to be done on foot they made good progress. Asthe Salto proved to be
impassable for vehicles, R.C.D. spent the night on the east bank, about 800 yards from S. Mauro.

(Ibid W.D., 1 Cdn Armd C. Regt (R.C.D.), 27 Sep 44). On theright G.G.H.G. were similarly held
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up, and spent the day on the same side of thisriver, awaiting the completion of the bridge & La Torre.

(5 Cdn Armd Div Higtory; G.G.H.G, Higtory, op cit)

51. "The day had been one of steady progress dowed down by the difficulties of the crossngs..."
(W.D., G.S, H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div. 27 Sep 44). Without close support from the armour, none of
which passed beyond the Sdlto during the hours of daylight, operations lacked weight. In the case of
C.B. Highrs, even their wheded vehicles moving up on "Ennis’ did not begin to pass the Uso until
1300 hours, and the Sdlto five hours later, when the engineers completed their bridges over these
rivers. In the course of amid-day conference with the G.O.C. on these mattersthe C.R.E, 5 Cdn
Armd Div (Lt-Col JD. Chrigtian) made the following points regarding the Engineer bridging rolein an

attack:

0] that attempting to put heavy dass 30 crossingsin within afew hundred yards of
the leading infantry was just not on, most especially where these crossings were a

main junctions, and would undoubtedly be registered targets.

(D) that in my opinion infantry must be prepared to push on at least 3,000 yardsin
order to force enemy mortars to move back. They must get their own anti-tank
guns across and that we would give them what advice and assstance we can to
get afew light vehicles across. Heavier crossings can then be put in and tanks

brought forward when necessary.
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(i) that when tanks are leading and are held up by an obstacle or mines the present
drill of screaming for sgppersis again not on. Infantry must pass through and form

abridgehead for the sappersto either sweep or construct a crossing.

(iv) that Sapper resources were limited and that once a plan was made it must be
adhered to and that it isjust not possible to congtruct more than two crossngs

per obstacle; and in many ingtances, only one would be possible.

(W.D.,H.Q. R.C.z. 5Cdn Armd Div, 27

Sep 44)

The Divisond Commander fdl in with this reasoning and agreed to discuss the points raised with his

Brigadiers.

52. During the night, 27/28 Sep, "A" Company of Ir R.C. reached the west bank of the Fiumicino,
and by 0825 hours were in position east of the town of Gatteo at 720028. Initidly it was reported that
they were accompanied by two troops of 8 N.B.H. Thiswas later denied by the armoured unit, who
dated that the tanks, in question, were at that time, still east of the river, between it and S. Mauro. (5
Cdn Armd Div Ops Log, 28 Sep 44; 11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, op cit. 28 Sep 44). The company was
counter-attacked by infantry and tanks, and communications with them broke down. Inthe early

afternoon, "B" Coy Ir R.C. arrived at the river, and the Commander, Mgor W.E. Armstrong,
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accompanied by a platoon of his own men, went forward to the last reported position of the silent
company to try and establish contact. They found nine bodies and one wounded man, but of the rest
there was no trace; evidently they had been overrun and the personnel killed or captured. Upon
reporting his findings to battalion headquarters, Mgor Armstrong was ordered to withdraw his
command to a position south of S. Mauro, on the road leading from that town to Savignano. Here he
contacted British troops of 5 Corps, and wasin close touch with the squadron of 8 N.D.H., which had
provided covering fire for his movements during the afternoon. The main body of Ir R.C. consolidated,

for the night, inthe areaor S. Mauro. (W.D., Ir R.C., 28 Sep 44; Hist Offr, 5 Cdn Armd Div 0p cit)

53. In preparation for an attack over the FHlumicino, planned for the night 28/29 Sep Brigedier |.S.
Johnston, C.B.E., D.S.O. E.D., Commander 11 Cdn Inf Bde, ordered his third battalion, Perth R.,to
move into position on theright of C.B. Highrs and secure "Ennis' route, where this met the river some
600 yards north of the village of Fiumicino. At the same time C.B. Highrs were to push on with all
possible speed to the village itself, and if possible saize the bridge over theriver intact. (11 Can Inf Bde
Ops Log, 28 Sep 44; (H.S.) 145.2C5013 (D1): Report on Operations or the C. B. Highrsfor the
period 26 Sep to 10 Oct 44). To ensure that the move of Perth R. took place without interference
from the enemy, brigade headquarters ordered a squadron of G.G.H.G. to take up aposition on the
right flank 1,000 yards to the east of the Perth objective (7305). During the afternoon of 28 Sep Perth
R. began moving forward, and by last light had secured their objective. Apart from heavy atillery and

mortor fire, which unfortunately caused some casudties, the move was uneventful. (W.D, 3 Cdn Arnd
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Recce Regt (G.G.H.G.), 28 Sep 44; W.D., Perth R., 28 Sep 44; (H.S.) 244C5.013(D12): 5 Cdn

Arrd Div Sitrep, 28 Sep 44).

4. Additiond impetus was given to the C.B. Highrs struggle to reach the river by an early air
reconnai ssance report that the bridge a Fiumicino village was il intact. Although making every effort
to get ahead, their forward line was gill 500 yards short of the river at 1100 hours. Moreover, they
were now right in the thick of the enemy defensve atillery fire, which he continued to bring down more
or less continuoudy, for the next seven hours. Movement forward was now most hazardous, and
during the remaining hours of daylight, the companies were unable to make any headway. Under the
protective cover of darkness the battalion made better progress, and by 2200 hours was on the
objective. Unfortunately they were too late to save the bridge, which was blown by the enemy that

morning (28 Sep) a 0825 hours.* (W.D., C.D. Highrs, 28 Sep 44; C.B. Highrs Report op cit)

55. Throughout 28 Sep it rained heavily and the night assault across the Fiumicino planned by 11
Cdn Inf Bde had to be cancelled. By the morning of the following day, most or the roads had become
impassable, either from mud or by reason of washed out bridges or culverts. All the fords over the

Rivers Marecchia and Uso were rendered useless and the approaches to the bridges damaged. Ina

4 But loca inhabitants declared, in October 1948, that the bridge was destroyed by the Germans
on the morning of 25 Sep, three days before Canadian troops took the town. They also stated
definitey that a patrol of sx Canadians, including a captain, were lodged in Fiumicino from 25
to 28 Sep (H.S.) 903.033 (D2) Itay, Topographical Notes, op cit.)
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short gpace of time the Fiumicino from a shalow stream, became a torrent, 30 feet wide, too deep and
fast for patrolsto cross. During the day, the battalions of 11 Cdn Inf Bde were engaged in patrol and
mopping-up activitiesin the area east of the rivers and in consolidating existing positions. On 30 Sep
the German Air Force bombed the headquarters of 11 Can Inf Bde and Perth R. while his ground
forces shelled and mortared the sector dl day. During the next ten days intermittent rain was to keep
operations at aminimum, and the Fiumicino was to be the limit of forward movement. (Eighth Army -

The Gothic Line and Romagna Baitles, p. 49; The Gathic Line Baitle; W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 18

Sep to 30 Sep 44). 1 Cdn Corps was now holding the line of the Fiumicino from north Savignano to

the sea, for on 28 Sep 2 N.Z. Div had reached the river on a two-brigade front.

OPERATIONSOF 2N.Z. DIV, 22-28 SEP 44

56. On the Canadian right, first light on 22 Sep found 22 N.Z. Motor Bn dong the line of the smal
stream, the Fossa Turchetta from Route 16 to the sea, while, on the battaion's [eft, 5 N.Z. Inf Bde had
begun to advance from the railway at O600 hours. During the day units of 5 N.Z. Inf Bde reached the
Cande Viserba, where they encountered enemy armour and came under heavy atillery and smdl arms
fire. On theright the rotor battalion despite increasing enemy oppostion, pushed forward and crossed
thiscana. On thefollowing day, 23 Sep, the New Zealanders resumed their advance, and despite
farly strong enemy resistance were within a short distance of the Rio Fontanacciaa last light. During

the morning 6 N.Z. Inf Bde passed through 5 N.Z. Inf Bde to head the attack. Due to the activity of
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enemy artillery on the New Zedand front during the following day, 24 Sep, only limited advances were
made. At 1945 hoursthat night, 6 N.Z. Inf Bde and 22 N.Z. Motor Bn, supported by tanks of 20
N.Z. Armd Regt, attacked across the Fontanaccia in artificia moonlight. Initidly strong enemy
opposition later weakened and al units made steady progress on the 25th. On that day the motor
battalion went into reserve and 6 N.Z. Inf Bde assumed respongbility for the whole sector. Moving on
athree battdion front, under mortar and artillery fire, but against only light opposition, otherwise, the
brigade reached the Uso River in the afternoon or 26 Sep. ((H.S.) 234N2.013(D1): Summary of

Ops, 2 N.Z. Div, 22 Sep - 10 Oct 44; The Gothic Line Battle; W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps,

September 1944 Appx 86, 1 Cdn Corps Ops Summaries Nos. 2-4, 22 Sep to 24 Sep 44: W.D., 2

N.Z. Div, 22-26 Sep 44)

57. On 26 Sep abattdion of 3 Greek Mountain Bde came under command 2 N.Z. Div, and that
night took over the sector between Route 16 and the coast (1 Cdn Corps Ops Log op cit. 26 Sep).
With 6 N.Z. Inf Bde on the left south of Route No. 16, and the Greek battalion on the right, the
divison resumed the attack early on 27 Sep. In both brigade sectors, the assaulting infantry soon
pushed beyond the Uso, and in the | eft sector the Engineers had assault crossings for tanks in operation
by firg light. With light ground opposition and only spasmodic attention from the German artillery to
congder the attackers made good headway. By mid-day the divison was on the line of the Vena(in
this sector, the next natura obstacle beyond the Uso; the Salto flows into the Uso and thus did not
conditute abarrier to the N.Z. advance.). Although enemy resistance stiffened somewhat during the

afternoon the division made congderable gains dong the whole front. At 2300 hours, a battalion of 6
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N.Z. Inf Bde, operating on the left flank, reached the next small stream, the Matrice. About thistime
the Greek battaion arrived on the laterd road lying a haf-mile south-east of the Fiumicino. During the
night 27/28 Sep the New Zealanders again regrouped as 5 N.Z. Inf Bde replaced 6 N.Z. Inf Bde.
(Ibid, 27 Sep 44). In the course of the following day (28 Sep) 5 N.Z. Inf Bde moved forward into
postions just short of the Fiumicino Peatrols to the river on 28 Sep reported the presence of the enemy
in some grength on the far bank. With the arrivd, the same day, of troops of 3 Greek Mountain Bde at
the mouth or theriver, the line was complete. (1 Cdn Corps Ops Summaries op cit No. 7, 27 Sep 44;

2N.Z. Div Summary op cit).

5 CORPS OPERATIONSON THE LEFT FLANK, 22 SEP-5 OCT 44

58. On the l€eft the advance of 5 Corps to the Fiumicino lagged behind that of the Canadian Corps,
and it was not until 5 Oct that this formation came up to the river dong itswhole front. At dawn on 22
Sep, patrols reached the Marecchia, and that night 5 Corps, attacking with three divisions up, secured
afirm foothold on the high ground beyond. On the right, the infantry of 1 Brit Armd Div had to fight
hard to retain their hold on the ridge immediately south of Santarcangelo. In the afternoon, however, as
the result of the arrivd of the divisond armour, the position was sabilized. Further south dong the
ridge between Poggio Berni (7294) and Montebello (6988), the energy repeatedly counter-attacked
46 Brit Inf Div and 4 Ind Inf Div, and throughout this day and the next the fighting in this sector was
heavy. During the night 23/24 Sep, patrols into Santarcangelo found no sign of the enemy. Morning

reveded that the enemy opposite 1 Brit Armd Div had withdrawn across the Uso but that he was il
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very much in evidence to the south. 1t was only after a hard struggle on 24 Sep that the Poggio Berni -

Montebello ridge was secured.  (Eighth Army - The Gothic Line and Romagna Baitles, pp 46-47;

(H.S) 224C1.013(D12): Notes on the Operations of Formations Flanking 1 Cdn Corps, 26 Aug - 22

Dec 44)

59. On 25 Sep 1 Brit Armd Div established a bridge-head over the Uso, astride Route No.9.
Here on 26 Sep 56 Brit Inf Div took up the battle and passing through 1 Brit Armd Div moved in
towards Savignano. Pushing ahead againgt stubborn resistance, the division made contact, on 27 Sep,
with a strong German postion based on the town of Savignano and extending south aong the low ridge
which lies just east of the Fumicino. An attempt to didodge the enemy from this podition, made on the
night 27/28 Sep, failed and the heavy rain of 29 Sep made it impossible to resume the attack. However
with 1 Cdn Corps now up to the Fiumicino, and with elements of 56 Inf Div at the river bank north of
Savignano, the Germans abandoned the ridge on the night 29/30 Sep, and the British division closed up

to theriver. Eighth Army The Gothic Line and Romagna Battles, pp 49-50)

60. In the centre of the 5 Corps front, 46 Brit Inf Div, operating on the edge of the foothills, had
crossed the Uso on 26 Sep. Despite an initid setback, when light forces leading the attack were
counter-attacked and forced to give ground, the town of Montal bano (6997) was reached on 30 Sep.
Although by then between Montabano and the coast the enemy’'s main body was west of the
Fumicino, in the foathills to the south he was Hill fighting stubbornly. From Montabano there beginsa

ridge of high ground that rises steadily southwards through Monte Reggiano (6895), Borghi (6894),
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San Martino (6693) and Sogliano a Rubicone (6392), and affords a defensive position of great natural
grength. After adow and costly advance 4 Ind Inf Div had secured afoothold on thisridge east of
Monte Reggiano by 30 Sep. At dawn on 1 Oct they captured Monte Reggiano and Borghi. On the
following day they attempted to seize San Martino but were unsuccessful due to aviolent German
counter-attack. Here the British divison, which had been ceasdesdy engaged in fighting over very
difficult country since 25 Aug, was rdlieved by 10 Ind Div. Continuing the operations to bring the left
flank of 5 Corps up to the Fiumicino, 10 Ind Div launched two brigadesin an attack dong theridge
from San Martino to Sogliano on the night 4/5 Oct. After defesting severa enemy counter-strokes,
these brigades captured al their objectiveson 5 Oct. With the loss of the last of these vita points the
Germans were forced back of the Fiumicino dong the whole of the Eighth Army front. 10 Ind Div had
now reached the head waters of the river, where it would be possible to continue the advance without

having to crossamgjor river obstacle. (lbid, p. 50)

PLANNING AT EIGHTH ARMY, 25 SEP - 6 OCT 44

61. In the light of the Stuation on 25 Sep, Eighth Army gppreciated that the enemy could not, and
would nat, try to make a prolonged stand anywhere east of the Savio once he had lost the high ground
south of Savignano. The Army was now approaching awider part of the plain and at this season none
of the rivers seemed likely to condtitute a sufficient obstacle to permit of a protracted defence by the
enemy. In addition, there was consderable evidence to support the belief that the enemy was on the

point of pulling out of Italy completely; heavy troop movements in the north, agents reports and the
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statements of prisoners and deserters dl pointed the same way. Inthe Adriatic sector, of course, it
would be to his advantage, regardless of hisintention, to delay aslong as possible, since thiswing of his

armies covered hisline of withdrawa to the Alps. (1bid, p. 47).

62. Whatever his overdl strategy there appeared to be two possible courses of action open to his
forces opposing Eighth Army. In thefirgt place he might continue to withdraw steedily in the face of
sugtained Allied pressure. In this event, the Army Commander proposed to continue the advance in
accordance with the exigting plan: 1 Cdn Corps would be directed to Ravenna and Argenta, while 5
Corps followed Route 9 but turned north against Ferrara after reaching Budrio. The grouping of the
two corps would remain the same except that 21 Army Tk Bde would go into army reserve for atime,
and 25 Army Tk Bde would be divided so that both Corps could be supported by Churchill tanks.

(Ibid, p. 47)

63. Alternatively he might manage to sabilize strongly enough on some line to necessitate a
coordinated attack by Eighth Army. In this case the Army would regroup and continue the attack on a
three-corps front. In accordance with this plan, 1 Cdn Corps would step to the left, and 2 Pol Corps
would take over the coastdl sector. 1 Cdn Corps, then in the centre, would lose 4 Brit Inf Div and gain
21 Army Tk Bde. Ontheleft 5 Corpswould receive 4 Brit Inf Div and 25 Army Tk Bde in exchange
for the tired 46 and 56 Brit Inf Divsand 2 and 7 Brit Armd Bdes. The two Indian divisons, 4 and 10,

would remain with this Corps. Due to supply difficulties, it would be necessary to halt a Imolaand
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again regroup. Here H.Q. 10 Corps would replace H.Q. 5 Corps and its command those of the

tactical formations requiring only a short rest. (lbid, p. 48)

64. During the last week of September, the German position improved dightly. In the Adriatic
sector, due mainly to the break in the wesather, he had regained his baance. About the same time, the
Fifth U.S. Army offengve in the centrd section came to ahalt as that army regrouped in preparation for

adirect thrust on Bologna. (See Hist Sec C.M.H.Q. Report No. 175, Operations of 1st Canadian

Armoured Brigade in Italy, May 1944 to February 1945: Part 111: The Gothic Line, para 25).

Kessdring had timeto review his dispositions and reconsder his plan of defence. Hisintention
remained the same: to hold the Apennine positionsto the last. On the ground his forces were equd to,
if not greater in strength than, those of the Allies. Since May he had lost three of his 23 veteran
divisions to other fronts and had disbanded one other. To offset this, he had received ten new divisons
and three divisons worth of reinforcements. One of the later arrivals had since been broken up,
leaving him with 28 German divisons as wdl as dightly more than two Itdian divisons. Only four of the
German formations were motorized, but in any event the nature of the terrain left little scope for the
employment of mobile troops. By comparison there were only 19 Allied divisons and severd
independent armoured and infantry brigades. In addition the enemy enjoyed dl the usua advantages of

adefensverole plus exceptiondly good transverse communications. (German Strategy, op cit pp 9-10)

65. By the beginning of October it was evident that the enemy forces opposite Eighth Army had

made good use of the opportunities afforded them by the lull in operations. Although the total number
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of divisonsin this sector had been reduced from 12 to nine, a consderable number of reinforcements
had been received and the front was firmly held. In the flat country, from the sea to the edge of the
foothills, were 1 Para Div. 26 Pz, 29 and 90 Pz Gren Divs, and (of lesser value) 20 G.A.F. Fd Div and
elements of 162 Turcoman Div. Opposite the left flank of 5 Corps were 114 Jaeger Div and 278 Inf
Div, and in front of 10 Corps was 356 Inf Div. The reserve conssted of one regiment of 98 Inf Div.
Ontheline of the Pisciadlo River, defenses were being congtructed. In addition the enemy had
increased the flooded area aong the coast, which soon stretched from south of Cesenatico dmost to

Ravenna. (Eighth Army, The Gothic Line and Romagna Battles, p. 51)

66. Between 25 and 27 Sep it was decided to implement the second plan (see para 63) and

advance on a three-corps front (The Gothic Line Baitle: Appx L, 1 Cdn Corps Op Instr No. 32, 27

Sep 44). Starting on 29 Sep 2 Pol Corps was to take over the coastal sector from 1 Cdn Corps, 2
N.Z. Div, on relief, would pass into Army reserve. Because of the continued bad wesether, at 0145
hours, 29 Sep, the move of 2 Pol Corps was postponed for 48 hours, and then, at 1800 hours the

following day, put off indefinitely. (1 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 29 and 30 Sep 44)

67. The Eighth Army was thus about to enter upon its autumn campaign when, on 29 Sep, Lt-Gen
Sir Richard L. McCreery, K.C.B., K.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., formerly Commander of 10 Corps, arrived
a Army Headquarters to take over the command from Generd Sir Oliver Leese, who was leaving to

take up a new gppointment as Commander-in-Chief, Allied Forces South-east Asa. Thefirst decision

of the new Army Commander on assuming command on 1 Oct 44 was to postpone indefinitely the
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move forward of 2 Pol Corps. The continued bad westher and the extension of the flooding in the
coasta sector no doubt contributed to this decision, but the principa reason was that Genera
McCreery was considering passing the Polish Corps through 10 Corps and down Route 71 (Cesenato
Arezzo). If successtul, this plan would result in the outflanking of the enemy opposing the main body of
Eighth Army in the plain. The country was a difficult one for the offensive, but of this the Army
Commander, as aresult of his experience as G.O.C. 10 Corps, was fully aware. At the time the enemy
in this sector, conssting only of the understrength 356 Inf Div. was comparetively weak. The chief
objection to the plan was that it meant that the army reserve would be findly committed, with nothing
left to take its place. By 6 Oct the Army Commander had findly decided to send the Poles down
Route 71. Various difficulties arose, however, and it was not until the middle of the month that the

Corps was ready to start operations. (Eighth Army - The Gathic Line and Romagna Battles, pp 52-54)

THE HALT ON THE FIUMICINO

68. With operations a a standstill on the 1 Cdn Corps front, 5 Brit Corps attacked over awide
areaon the night 30 Set - 1 Oct. Pouring rain more than anything else hindered the progress of both
46 and 56 Brit Inf Divs, and the Germans successfully denied the passage of the Fumicino. Inthis
sector, until the westher improved, afurther advance seemed hopeless. As previously mentioned,
during the next few days as aresult of successful operationsin the foothills the left flank of 5 Corps
came up to the headwaters of the Fiumicino (para60). By the close of 6 Oct the enemy had been

pushed west of theriver dong itswhole length. (Ibid, p. 50)
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69. Severd planswere prepared to put an end to the stalemate, but continued rain and the
resulting condition of the ground made operations impossible, except on afighting patrol basis. Thefirg
or thesg, cdling for ariver assault crossing on the night 1/2 Oct, was cancelled at 1340 hours 1 Oct.
After conferring with the G.Os.C. of 5 Cdn Armd Div and 2 N.Z. Div, General Burns decided that the
target date would now be the night 3/4 Oct. Owing to the flood conditions on the New Zedand front,
this divison was to extend its left flank and strike towards S. Angelo. Again the weather forced the
abandonment of the operation, but, with ground conditions improving somewhat on 4 Oct, it was
decided that 1 Cdn Corps, in conjunction with 5 Corps, would attack on 6/7 Oct. On the morning of 5
Oct, Generd McCreery held a conference at Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps to settle arrangements for this
operation. The condition of the terrain the following morning was such, however, that after conferring
with the two divisona commanders, General Burns referred to the Army Commander and got a 24

hours postponement.

70. Briefly, the army intention was for 5 Corps to capture Cesena and a crossing over the Savio
River west of Roversano (5601); at the sametime 1 Cdn Corps was to attack across the Fiumicino,
and attempt to seize bridgeheads over the Scolo Rigossa. Should opposition be light both divisions of
this corps were to exploit northward towards the Pisciatello River. To provide additiond artillery
support, 1 Cdn A.G.R.A. was increased in strength to seven medium and two heavy regiments and one
heavy anti-aircraft regiment - becoming the largest sngle A.G.R.A. to be employed in the

Mediterranean up to thistime. For the period 2-9 Oct the field artillery of 5 Kresowa Div aso came
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under its command. (Persond Diary of Lt-Gen E.L.M. Burns 1 Oct to 6 Oct 44; The Gothic Line

Baitle)

71. Tridswith tanks on 6 Oct proved that it was dmaost impossble to move off roads; accordingly
at 1500 hours the operation was postponed until 2000 hours 7 Oct. With little hope of an
Immediate improvement in the weather, Generd Burns discussed with the Army Commander the
possihility of continuing ether with the "dry weather” plan or of employing amodified "wet weether"
plan, which would involve a more limited operation in shorter sages. Generd McCreery agreed but
added, however, that should the modified project be adopted it must go in without fail on the night 8/9
Oct. By 8 Oct, however, even the roads were impassable and the Fiumicino had become an infantry
obstacle. Accordingly the Corps Commander requested and obtained another 48 hours deferment of
the operation. By this time the Army Commander, having decided that he would shift the main axis of
his advance (see para 76), considered that further operationsin this sector would continue to be
impracticable owing to the steadily deteriorating ground conditions. (1bid; Burns Diary op cit. 6-8 Oct

44)

OPERATIONSOF 5CDN ARMD DIV, 1-110CT 44

72. As previoudy mentioned, the attack planned by 1 Cdn Corps to take place on the night 1/2
Oct was cancelled. It was evident, moreover, that nothing could be done until the rain ceased, the

rivers subsided somewhat, and the ground dried sufficiently to permit the employment of tracked and
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whedled vehicles. With the prospect of severd days further delay before operations could be
resumed, 5 Cdn Armd Div decided on 2 Oct to bring 11 Cdn Inf Bde out of the linefor arest. Inthe
meantime 1 Cdn L.A.A. Bn had rdlieved Ir R.C. inthe S. Mauro areaon 1 Oct. On 2 Oct as aresult
of achangein theinterdivisona boundary, aunit of 5 N.Z. Bde moved into the positions occupied by
Perth R. At 2201 hours C.B. Highrs handed over to P.L.D.G., and 11 Cdn Inf Bde went into reserve.
12 Cdn Inf Bde now held the forward sector with right, P.L.D.G. near Fiumicino village, and left, 1
Cdn L.A.A. Bn with companies at the river west of S. Mauro. To the east, behind the Rio Sdlts, lay
the Brigade reserve, Westmr R. (W.D., G.S,, H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Div. 2 Out 44; W.D., H.Q. 12 Cdn

Inf Bde, 1 and 2 Oct 44; W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 2 Oct 44)

73. During the early days of October there were afew sunny hours, but generdly the westher was

wet and cold.

With the period of gatic warfare which has set in on this sector temporarily, greater emphasis
is being placed on patrols, in order to recce ground, to locate enemy posns and determine
their habits in the greatest possible detall so as to have a complete picture of the enemy lay-out
when the weather permits us to resume offensive ops on our front again. (W.D., H.Q. 12 Cdn

Inf Bde, 2 Oct 44)

These patrols were not carried out without cost, nor yet without excitement, asisillustrated by a later

entry in the same diary:
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The1CdnL.A.A. Inf Bnand P.L.D.G. each sent out two patrols last night which ran into stiff
enemy resstance. The patrols managed to cross the river and get vauable infm for us
however - mostly about the nature of the river, its banks, and gpproaches, about enemy
MMG and sniper posns and identifications of enemy units. Cas were suffered by both us and

the enemy. The night's activities cost the 1 Cdn L.A.A. Inf Bn 10 cas.

The P.L.D.G. had no cas and managed to est afwd sgn posn 20 ft from the river at 721044...

Another event during the night was afire fight at 0300 hours between ‘A" Sgn of PLDG and
the enemy on our Sde of theriver, a the sametimethat aLAA patrol was having afight on

the other side of theriver. The situation cleared off satisfactorily though. (Ibid, 4 Oct 44)

The advent of autumna weather was heralded by a 12 Cdn Inf Bde Part | Order issued on 3 Oct
which gtated: "Effective immediately winter underwear long, as issued, will be taken into wear”. (W.D.,

Hot. 12 Cdn Inf Ode, October 1944: Appx F, Part | Order No. 29)

74. Meanwhile, 11 Cdn Inf Bde had withdrawn into reserve, which did not, however, prevent its

units and even the Headquarters coming under enemy shell fire from timeto time. For afew daysthe

brigade enjoyed leaves and limited entertainments:
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Bdow the large house in which the HQ islocated now isavery large wine cdlar where
movies are shown twice daily for entertainment of al. 48 hours leave to the Corps Rest Centre

in Riccione started today. (W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 3 Oct 44)

Then on 5 Oct 11 Can Inf Bde moved C.B. Highrsand Ir R.C. forward once again, thistime to take
part in the attack planned for the night 6/7 Oct. Asaresult of this move P.L.D.G. came out of theline,
reducing the 12 Cdn Inf Bde sector to a one-battalion front. The operation was postponed severd
times in the hope that ground conditions might improve, and eventualy was cancdlled dtogether. At
2200 hours On 10 Oct 2 N.Z. Div took over the remainder of the 5 Cdn Armd Div sector as part of a
plan which cdled for the extension of the 1 Cdn Corps front to the left (see para 79). 5 Cdn Armd Div
now went into reserve, and both infantry brigades moved back to the divisona rest area around
Riccione®. P.L.D.G., which on 10 Oct had relieved Ir R.C., came under command 5 N.Z. Bde and
remained with the New Zedand brigade until 14 Oct. (lbid, 5 Oct to Il Oct 44; W.D., H.Q. 12 Cdn Inf

Bde, 11 end 14 Oct 44; W.D., G.S., H.Q. 5 Cdn Army Div, 10 Oct 44)

> Thefollowing programme of 11 Cdn Inf Bde well illustrates the activities of the division during
the ensuing rest period:

...aBde NCOs School will be started to run continuoudly if possble. Complete
maintenance of vehsto be done, personnel to get new battle dress, haircuts, baths and
generdly cleaned up and rested. Aux Services Offr has entertainment laid on. There
are severd thestres operating in Riccione and each unit has afilm projector of its own.
(W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 11 Oct 44)
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5 CORPSIN THE FOOTHILLS, 6-100OCT 44

75. In the meantime, the left wing of 5 Corps was making good progress in the foothills south of
Route 9. Here the effect of the rains was less marked and lesslasting. During the night 6/7 Oct 10 Ind
Div moved over the Fiumicino and, early on the following morning closed up on Monte Farneto (6194).
Under cover of darkness and in a pdting rain, the Indians stormed the formidable 1600-foot obstacle,
taking the defenders completely by surprise and securing their objectives @ little cost. That evening (7
Oct) 46 Brit Inf Div and the balance of 10 Ind Div attacked across the Fiumicino; the former towards
Montilgalo (6899) and the latter Monte Gattona (6697). Both these objectives were captured during
the course or the following day. The enemy made several unsuccessful attempts to reteke Monte
Farneto, and a determined counter-attack on 46 Div's open right flank on Montilgalo likewise failed.
Heavy rain ddlayed further operations for a couple of days, but on the night 9/10 Oct 10 Ind Div
pushed on Northwards to the next ridge and seized Monte Spaccato (6296). The following morning 46
Brit Inf Div continued its advance from Montilgalo and, with relative ease, captured Longiano (6599),
atown overlooking the upper reaches of the Scolo Rigossa. The enemy's southern flank was now in
congderable danger of being turned. In its unavailing efforts againgt 10 Ind Div on Monte Farneto, 114
Jeeger Div had suffered heavy casudties, and it proved necessary to bolster it with a battle group of 29
Pz Gren Div in order to prevent the outflanking of the whole defensive system east of the Savio. (Eighth

Army The Gathic Line and Romagna Battles, pp 54-55; The Tiger Triumphs, op cit, pp 144-6;

German Strategy, p. 11)
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REGROUPING AND PLANNING - EIGHTH ARMY, 8-11OCT 44

76. These successes did much to confirm Generd McCreery's gppreciation that during the rainy
season the foothills and the going astride Route 9, from the Rimini Cesanarailway south, offered better
opportunities for battle than the sodden plain where 1 Cdn Corps was making such dow progress. The
Army Commander therefore decided (on either 7 or 8 Oct) to make his main thrust dong Route 9.

(Eighth Army - The Gothic Line and Romagna Béttles, p. 55). In order to carry out such an operation,

however it would be necessary to redeploy since 5 Corpswas short adivison. During its recent
advance to the Fiumicino 56 Brit Inf Div had had heavy casudties and both its infantry brigades needed
to be withdrawn for reorganization. In addition, 78 Brit Inf Div, which was to have joined 5 Corps, had
been ordered away to the Fifth Army on 2 Oct and 4 Brit Inf Div, the sole divison in reserve, was
required to relieve 46 Brit Inf Div. Accordingly Generd McCreery arranged, inthe course of avigt to
the Canadian Corps Headquarters on the afternoon of 8 Oct, for General Burnsto extend his front
further to the left, to about 1,000 yards south of Route 9 and have 1 Cdn Inf Div take over the sector
presently held by 56 Brit Inf Div (Burns Diary, 8 Oct 44). The latter would then withdraw into Army
Resarve, leading its divisond engineers and part of its artillery aswell as 43 Gurkha Lorried Inf Bde

under command of 5 Corps. (Eighth Army - The Gothic Line and Romagna Béttles, p. 56)

77. Apart from this change on its right flank, no other changes were immediately necessary inthe 5
Corps sector, and in any event Generd McCreery did not want to interrupt the successful operations of

10 Ind ens 46 Brit Inf Divsin thefoothills. On thisleft flank the right bank of the Savio takes the form
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of an overhanging dliff, which would make a successful assault acrosstheriver inthisareaavery
difficult propostion. 1t would be essentid then for a5 Corps assault on the Savio lineto go in ether at
Cesenaor in the upper reaches of theriver. Apart from these considerations, it was expected that by
the time 5 Corps reached the Savio the Poles should be breaking out of the mountains and closingin on
the far |eft, while 1 Can Corps would be widdy extended on the ground as the plain broadened out
beforeit. It was therefore decided at Headquarters Eighth Army that from Cesena onwards Route 9
should again become inclusive to 5 Corps and that the Canadians should edge off into the poorer going
on theright. Although 5 Corpswas excluded from Route 9 by the tactical boundary, it was to continue
to use the highway asits chief maintenance artery. For thisreason, the bulk or the administrative and
supply traffic of 1 Cdn Corps was to move on Route 16. Movement on Route 9 was to be

co-ordinated by Eighth Army. (lbid)

78. The outflanking movements of 5 Corps during the first days of October soon produced the
effect envisaged by the Army Commander. By 10 Oct the enemy had begun to withdraw in the central
portion of hisfront to the line of the Scolo Rigossa. On the same day 56 Brit Inf Div crossed the
Fumicino on Route 9 and by Il Oct the Engineers had erected a class 40 bridge acrossit. The
Canadian Corps had now completely regrouped; 1 Cdn Inf Div had passed through 56 Brit Inf Div on
the morning of 11 Oct (see para 87); 2 N.Z. Div wasin position to advance in the sector immediately
north of the Rimini - Cesenarailway; the rest of the Corps front east to the Adriatic) waslightly held by

the screening Cumberland Force (see para 102). (lbid, p. 57)
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PLANS AND PREPARATIONS- 1 CDN CORPS, 9-11 OCT 44

79. The Corps plans for the forthcoming operations issued verbdly to the divisonad commanders

but set down on paper for the benefit of the various G.S.Os. on 9 Oct, gave the "Intention” as.

1 Cdn Corps will extend itsfront to the left in order to take over the sector at present
occupied by 56 Div and will est a brhead over the R. FIUMICINO on night 11/12 Oct
preparatory to advancing dong HIGHWAY 9 in the direction of BOLOGNA. (W.D., G.S,
H.Q, 1 Cdn Corps October 1944: Appx 28, Notes for G.S.Os. on Forthcoming Operations,

9 Oct 44)

56 Brit Inf Div would remain in pogtion, in order to prevent the enemy from learning of the "sde dip",

until 1 Cdn Inf Div's leading brigade group was ready ether to go on through or relieveit. 2 N.Z. Div

was to thin out on its existing front and move up in the rear of 5 Cdn Div with the object of:

@ pushing through 5 Cdn Armd Div and adv NORTH of the rly and pardld to it

towards BOLOGNA, or,

(b) adv inrear or 1 Cdn Inf Div on the axis of HHGHWAY 9. (1bid)
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5 Cdn Armd Div would remain where it was until either 2 N.Z. Div had passed through or until the
advance of 1 Cdn Inf Div dong Route 9 had removed the enemy from its front. Then it would come out
into Corpsreserve. Inthe coastd sector 3 Greek Mountain Bde would carry out diversonary attacks
and clean out the south sde of the Fiumicino. The two medium regiments of A.G.P.A. (Army Group
Polish Artillery) would remain under command of 1 Cdn Corps but the artillery of 5 Kresowa Div
would rgoin 2 Pol Corps as soon as possble. The first move under this plan would take place on the
night 9/10 Oct when Headquarters 5 Cdn Army Div would assume operationa responghbility for the
whole of the existing Corps front. On the following morning the leading brigade of 1 Cdn Inf Div would
dip into place behind 56 Brit Inf Div; at the same time a brigade of 2 N.Z. Div would move into an
assembly areain rear of 5 Cdn Armd Div. An dternative plan was devised whereby 5 Cdn Armd Div
would secure a bridgehead prior to being relieved by 2 N.Z. Div, after which the Corps attack would
be launched on a one divisond front with the New Zedlanders echeloned back and to the right or 1

Cdn Inf Div. (Lbid)

80. The generd ideawas for an advance dong Route 9 in the direction of Cesenaby 1 Can Inf
Div, with 2 N.Z. Div acting as astrong flank guard in the poorer going on the right. No pressure was
to be exerted in the coastd sector, which wasto be lightly held by an ad hoc composite force known as
Cumberland Force (see para 102). Generd Burnsinformed the Divisona Commanders of this plan on

the morning of 9 Oct; his diary States that
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All Div Comds pointed out the very bad going end expressed the opinion that we might be
drifting into the carrying on of an offensve in Smilar conditions to those of last autumn and

winter, where the hard fighting and numerous cas resulted in no greet gain.

| pointed out that the gen Stuation required the offensive action of this Corps, and that other
tpsin Italy and on the Western front were attacking despite bad weather conditions and mud.

| later infm Lt-Gen McCreery of the Div Comds views.

(Burns Diary, 9 Oct 44)

According to the diarist at Headquarters | Cdn Inf Div the troops, perhaps for more persond reasons,

showed asmilar lack of enthusasm:

We are to go into the line to relieve the 5 Cdn Armd Div who with the soft and boggy ground
are hopelesdy muddied down. Our lads greeted the prospects with mixed fedings, our rest
period has been most enjoyable and the thought of action again, particularly in the type of
wegther we shal mest, is somewhat depressing. (W.D., G. Ops, H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, 10

Oct 44)

81. On the following morning the Corps Commander went forward to 5 Cdn Armd Div areato

look over ground conditions. It was raining heavily, and the ground was dready water-logged. He
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therefore formed the opinion that at least two clear, fine days would be necessary before the ground
would be sufficiently dry for infantry and tanks to operate. That afternoon the Army Commander
arrived at Corps Headquarters and discussed the plan of operation. The 5 Corps front, because of the
relaively better going there, was to be the zone of main effort, while the Canadian Corps was to adopt
afollow-up role, opening up Route 9 and, if the weather improved, put in a secondary attack on the
German podtions. In view of the subsidiary nature of 1 Cdn Corps task divisons were now merely to

keep pace with any enemy withdrawa maintaining contact a al times. (Burns Diary, 10 Oct 44)

82. Due to the pause in operations much of 1 Cdn Corps information on enemy battaion pogtions
was now quite out or date. However with regard to his divisond dispostions the picture was fairly
clear. According to asummary issued by Corps Intelligence on 9 Oct, the formations opposing 1 Cdn
Corps, from the coast to Savignano were 1 Para Div (with 162 Turcoman Div in reserve) - 20 G.A.F.
Div, 26 Pz Gren Div in and south of Savignano - and possibly 29 Pz Gren Div inreserve. (W.D., G.S,

H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, October 1944. Appx 30)

83. At 1100 hours on 10 Oct Headquarters 5 Cdn Armd Div assumed command of what was at
that time the whole of the Corps front, from the coast to the Rimini - Cesenarailway. In the meantime 1
Cdn Inf Bde was moving up to a concentration areain the rear of 56 Brit Inf Div. That night at 2200
hours 5 N.Z. Bde completed its take-over of the original 5 Cdn Armd Div sector (see para74). At
0600 hours 11 Oct the command of Cumberland Force passed from 5 Cdn Armd Div to H.Q. 1 Cdn

Corps as the Armoured divison moved into Corps reserves. Cumberland Force had assumed
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operationd responghility for the former New Zealand front, from 722054 to the coast, at 1100 hours

the previous day. ((H.S.)224Cl.013(D16): 1 Cdn Corps Sitreps, 10 and 11 Oct 44; 5 Cdn Armd Div

Higtory)

THE ADVANCE OF 1 CDN INF BDE TO THE PISCIATELLO,

11-17OCT 44

84. After the completion of the Gothic Line baitle, 1 Cdn Inf Div went into rest in the area
CattolicaRiccitone. A period of intengve training, interspersed with leaves and locd entertainments
followed. All unitswerein satisfactory hillets and thoroughly enjoying the business of getting back into
condition again. Then on 9 Oct dl this was ended and the divison was assigned to amore active role.
The new task conssted of a move across the Fiumicino and an advance north-west on the generd axis
of Route 9 maintaining contact with the enemy at dl times. To the south 46 Brit Inf Div would be
covering ground that commanded 1 Cdn Inf Div sector. For this reason the Canadian divison was to
conform, echeloned to the rear, with the movements of the British formation. ((H.S.)234C1.013(D7): |

Cdn Inf Div F. Rubicone to F.Ronco, 11 Oct to 28 Oct 44, Part 1)

85. The Divisond Commander, Mg-Gen C. Vokes, C.B.E., D.S.O,, intended to carry out the
operation in two phases. In thefirst phase 1 Cdn Inf Bde, supported by 2 Cdn Armd Regt would
move over the Fiumicino and advance to the Pisciatello. Once it reached the latter river 1 Cdn Inf Bde

would go into reserve and Phase 1 would be complete. During the second phase the divison would
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attack across the Pisciatello on a two-brigade front and exploit north-west towards the Savio. In this
phase the divison would advance with right 2 Cdn Inf Bde and left 3 Cdn Inf Bde each supported by a
regiment of tanks from 21 Tk Bde. (Ibid). The boundaries within which 1 Cdn Inf Div wasto operate,
were on theright, with 2 N.Z. Div, the Rimini - Cesenarallway inclusive to the latter up to and beyond
the Pisciatello; on the left the 1 Cdn Inf Div zone was defined by the inter-corps boundary which from
the bend in the road at 703998 ran paralld to and 1,000 yards south of Route 9. (W.D., G.S, H.Q. 1
Cdn Corps, October 1944: Appx 32 and 33 Messages 9 and 10 Oct 44). The task of the divisional
artillery was to provide direct support to the attacking brigades and in addition be reedy to assst in the

operations of flanking formations. (1 Cdn Inf Div Report op cit)

86. With ordersto relieve 169 Brit Inf Bde on the Fiumicino during the night 10/11 Oct. 1 Cdn
Inf Bde went on two hours notice a O800 hours 9 Oct. In the course of the following day,
reconnaissance elements of 56 Brit Inf Div crossed the river on Route 9 and established a small
bridgehead. Due presumably to the advance made by 46 Brit Inf Div on the |eft (see para 75) the
enemy had dready begun to withdraw in this sector. At an orders group held a Headquarters 1 Cdn
Inf Bde a 2130 hours 10 Oct, the brigade commander informed his unit commanders that, because of
the atered stuation, instead of relieving 169 Brit Inf Bde they would push through and advance in
bounds aong Route 9 until firm contact with the enemy was re-established. Hast & P.E.R. would lead
the attack, while 48 Highrs held a firm base and exploited forward on itsimmediate front. The R.C.R.
would remain in reserve in Savignano. (W.D. H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde, 9 and 10 Oct 44;

(H.S)234C1.013(D7): 1 Cdn Inf Bde Battle History 9 Oct 44 - 19 Oct 44)
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87. Early on 11 Oct the brigade began to move forward from Santarcangelo and by 1115 hours
had taken over its new sector. By thistime East & P.E.R. were complete west of theriver, while 48
Highrs on their left had hdf of the battalion over with the remainder in the process of crossng. Asyet
neither unit had contacted the enemy so at 1100 hours brigade headquarters ordered Hast & P.E.R. to
thrust forward on Route 9 and attempt to regain contact. At this point the leading sub-units of Hast &
P.E.R. werein thevicinity of the village of S. Giovanni (6901); the remaining two companies werein
reserve about 1,000 yardsto therear. In this advance the battalion would be to a great extent
dependent upon its own resources for protection of its flanks. For this reason and aso because he
gopreciated that he would meet the enemy ether on the Scolo Rigossa or the Pisciatello the

Commanding Officer Hast & P.E.R., Lt-Col D.C. Cameron decided

...that the advance would be carried out by passing succeeding Coys, who would hat and
form up on definite pre- determined bounds. The Coy so hated on a bound would
immediately send out patrols to ether flank. The reps from the Bn 3" Mortar Pl moved fwd
with each Coy and the Mortars leap-frogged in pairsin the rear of the Bn. Tac Bn HQ, with

the arty reps, moved closaly behind the leading coy in two vehicles.

(W.D., Hast & P.E.R,, 11 Oct 44)

88. For severa hours the battalion moved smoothly aong its axis without meeting any enemy on

the ground, dthough it ran into a number of fairly heavy artillery concentrations, which caused afew
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casudties. Then, at 1615 hours they reported first contact with enemy troops. They were now within
200 yards of the crossroads lying immediately east of the Scolo Rigossa on Route 9 (666031).
According to the unit diary "A fierce fight ensued and the enemy withdrew leaving afew killed and four
P.W." (Ibid). The battaion consolidated for the night with one company deployed around the
crossroads and the others to the right and left rear for flank protection. During the day 48 Highrs lesp-
frogged forward between Route 9 and the intercrops boundary, and at last light were gpproaching La
Crocetta (678011) and the road linking the village with the Via Emilia. Due to the downess of the
New Zedand advance (see para 100), in order to safeguard the right flank R.C.R. began moving up
Route 9 south of the railway to the line of the small stream, Rio Baldona. (W.D., G. Ops, H.Q. 1 Cdn
Inf Div. October 1944: Appx 72, 1 Cdn Inf Div OpsLog, 11 Out 44; W.D., Hast & P.E.R., 11 Oct

44; 1 Cdn Inf Bde Higtory, op cit)

89. Patrols from Hast & P.E.R. crossed the river in the night and destroyed an enemy M.G. post.
Early in the morning a number of buildings on the right flank were cleared by personnd of the same unit
assigted by fire from 3" mortars and the divisond artillery, and a the same time the troops working
forward on the main axis reached theriver bank. In the afternoon éements of the battalion moved over
the Rigossa and established themsdves in the vicinity of the road junction on Route 9 about 500 yards
north west of the river (660033). To the rear one company of R.C.R. reached the vicinity of the
rallway south-east of the town of Gambettola, where they came under heavy M.G. fire. Meanwhile,

patrols of 48 Highrs operating in the bend of the river south of Route 9 had found no sign of the enemy.
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Asaresult, shortly after midnight this unit commenced another bound forward in this sector. Sharp
artillery and mortar fire came down on the Hast & P.E.R. area but asthe greater part of the personnel
were in buildings of some sort casudties were few; according to the unit diary there were two killed and
seven wounded. (1 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W.D., R.C.R., 12 Oct 44; W.D., Hast & P.E.R., 12 Oct 44;

W.D., 48 Highrs, 12 Oct 44)

90. Throughout the daylight hours of 13 Oct Hast & P.E.R. were engaged in mopping up and
improving their positions west of the Scolo Rigossa. Enemy resistance had stiffened considerably and
the unit made dight progress during the day. To the north the town or Gambettola and the line of the
rallway were dill in enemy hands, as was the village or Bulgaria (656044), from which flanking fire was
coming down on the right forward company of the advancing battalion. In the evening Lt-Col Cameron
recelved orders to seize Bulgaria and the line of the laterd road, running through this village across the
divisond front to the inter-corps boundary. Asthe Bulgaria position controlled the enemy's main
outlets from Gambettola, it was gppreciated that it was probably held in company strength. As outlined
by Lt-Col Cameron a an "O" Group held At 2000 hours the operation was to take place in two
gages. In thefirst one company would secure the crossroads of Route 9 and the latera thought to be
lightly held. Once this was secured a second company would pass through to the right and assault
Bulgaria A squadron of Ld SH., which had arrived east of the Rigossa the previous day, would
support the operation. Artillery fire would be provided by the divisond artillery supplemented by one
medium regiment; with closer support from a platoon each of M.M.Gs. and 4.2" mortars of Sask L.I.

In addition close support arcraft had attacked Bulgaria four timeson 13 Oct. (W.D., G. Opt, H.Q. 1
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Cdn Inf Div, 13 Oct 44; W.D., Hast & P.E.R., 13 Oct 44 and Appx At The Approx 4: The Approach

towards Cesena)

91 Along the main axis of advance, between Savignano and the Rigossa, the enemy had planted a
number of road blocks, some of which were booby-trapped, and in addition had blown the culvert over
the Rio Bddona. By the 12th the divisona engineers had aready cleared the obstacles and bridged
the Baldona with an Ark. On the same day two officers of 1 Fd Coy made a reconnaissance or the
bridge over the Scolo Rigossa and reported that it was only partidly demolished and fit for use by jegps
and carriers, and d <o that in the immediate vicinity of the bridge was a suitable location for an Ark
(667023). That night (12/13 Oct) the engineers brought two Arks up to the Rigossa, and dthough the
first overturned on the dyke wall, they succeeded in placing the second in the gap. Daylight, however,
reveded that dl was not well with the crossing. Due to the bogged Ark end an eight-foot drop on the
far dyke wall, the tanks could not get across. Unsuccessful efforts were made to remove the obstacle
and improve the exit. At O530 hourson 14 Oct Ld SH. decided to try the Ark. Thefirst tank got
safely over the stream, but the second bogged down.  Although the engineer reconnai ssance on the
12th had found the existing bridge too narrow for tanks, Ld S.H. decided, in view of the impending
infantry action to teke therisk. Fortunately the origina report was inaccurate by severd feet, and the
first Sherman to attempt it, successfully made the passage. This unfortunate error had caused the loss,
temporarily at least, of two Arks and a Sherman, and had consumed a great ded of time.
((H.S)234C1.013(D7): The Higtory of the Roya Canadian Engineers, 1 Canadian Infantry Divison, in

action between 10 Oct and 25 Oct).
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92. At O730 hours, with two troops of tanks available west of theriver, Hast & P.E.R.
commenced the opening phase of the attack. As anticipated, the opposition proved to be light and
within 20 minutes the leading troops were on the crossroads. By 1100 hours they were able to report
the objective cleared and the tanks were released to support the move on the next objective - the
Bulgariafeature. Tank ammunition was running low, however, S0 it was decided to delay the second
phase or the operation until it could be replenished. In the interim period the artillery and mortarslaid
down adow harassng fire on the village and the ground immediately in front dong Route 9. At 1130
hours Ld S.H. reported themsealves ready to resume the advance. (The Approach towards Cesena op

at)

93. The artillery programme was timed to recommence a 1210 hours. Accordingly at thistime
the second company moved off, passing through the scene of the morning's fighting where they linked
up with Ld SH. For 20 minutes, as the infantry advanced up the road to the village, the artillery
brought down harassing fire on the enemy postions. Then the guns lifted on to pre-arranged targets
some 300 yards beyond. In the build-up area, the enemy offered tiff but unavailing resstance.

Working in very cose harmony the infantry and armour methodically cleared the houses:

The method of house clearing was for the tks to shoot up a designated building with HE then

firethe Besaat it and the dug-outs beside it. The inf tossed out yellow smoke, then went in as

the tks switched to aflank, and the next building. This process was dow and methodica, and
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continued during the afternoon. By 1630 hours the Coy Comd reported that dl the houses

were cleared and that he was consolidating.

(Ibid)

In the event that the enemy might attempt to infiltrate back into some of the buildings during the hours or
darkness Battalion Headquarters sent atroop or M.IO's and an additional platoon or infantry into the
village. Owing to enemy shdlfire the battalion anti-tank guns were unable to reach this position and
remained wal forward on the main axis. (lbid; W.D., G. (Ops), H.Q.I Cdn Inf Div, October 1944;

Appx 72, (G) 1 Cdn Inf Div Operations Log, 14 Oct 44)

94. About 1700 hours 14 Oct a Panther tank, one of severd reported as approaching from the

direction of Gambettola, entered the area and fired one shot:

Immediately, Corpora Lodwick...engaged the intruder (a PANTHER) with his 75 mm. - at
the same time calling to Sergeant Johnston who was manning one of the newly-received 17
pounder tanks. With the target neatly indicated by Corpora Lodwick's rounds, Sergeant
Johnston put four rounds of 17 pounder A.P. into the PANTHER before it could fire a second

shot.
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This action took place at about 400 yards range. After seeing this example of fine
marksmanship and aertness, the Commander of the German tanks must have changed his
plans, for, from that moment, nothing more was seen or heard except for spasmodic shelling

and mortaring.

(McAvity gp cit, p. 157)

Apart from thisthe night passed quietly. In case the enemy armour should return, Ld SH. remained in
the area in harbours protected by the infantry. It was a comparatively costly affair for the enemy;
prisoners numbered about 60 while his killed and wounded were at least double that figure® Onthe
other hand Hast & P.E.R. losses amounted to only six killed and 17 wounded. As afurther result, the

enemy now withdrew from Gambettola (see pare 101). (The Approach towards Cesena)

95. Although the brunt of what opposition there was in the opening phase fel on Hast & PER,,
advanced elements of 48 Highrs were in contact with parties of the enemy from noon on 11 Oct
onwards. Operating south or Route 9 on the very edge of the foothills, 48 Highrs complained that they

were having to move againg the grain or the land:

¢ Anentry inthedivisona operationslog at 1437 hours 14 Dec gives 15 as the number of
prisoners captured. (W.D., G. (Ops), H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div, October 1944: Appx 72)

69 Report 25



...instead or moving up or astride roads we were in many cases crossing them. At best, usng
azig-zag route, our lines of communication would not have been firgt class, but with "blows’
from demolition and shelling and mineslaid in congderable dengty, the supplies and

evacuation of casuaties were a constant problem.

(W.D., 48 Highrs, 14 Oct 44)

Notwithgtanding these trids, the unit made fair progress. By firg light on 13 Oct one company, under
cover or a screen or scouts and snipers, established a foothold west of the Scolo Rigossa at 655026.
This company was ordered to keep "winking" forward until firm contact was made. During the
afternoon (13 Oct organized an attack to take place at 1800 hours on an enemy position east of the
village of Calisese (6402). Later Headquarters 11 Cdn Inf Bde was informed that Headquarters
R.C.A., 1 Cdn Inf Div had designed a diversonary fire plan for that evening in support of a46 Brit Inf
Div operation. Accordingly 48 Highrs were ingtructed to make their move under cover of the divisona
shoot. Unfortunately there was some confusion concerning the timing which necessitated a last minute
postponement. As aresult, while forming up the Highlanders were counter attacked and became
somewhat disorganized, losing some of their positions west of the Scolo Rigossa. However by 0100
hours the company had restored the situation. On 14 Oct the battaion patrolled forward beyond the
Bulgarialaterd, and one company took up a position about 500 yards west of it towards Cdisese. By
the end of 15 Oct 48 Highrs, moving dong the edge or the high ground were midway between Calisese

and Route 9 in the generad area of the 04 Northing. Here they turned west towards the Rio
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Donegaglia, atributary or the Fisciatello, now about 1,500 yards distant. During the morning of 17
Oct they reached the river on a two-company front between 625052 and 625052 and 623047. (1bid,

13 Oct to 17 Oct 44)

96. On the morning of 15 Oct Genera Burns visited Headquarters, 1 Cdn Inf Div, where he

conferred with Mg-Gen Vokes and Lt-Gen Freyberg:

...we discussed the method of carrying out the ops planned, which were for both divs to adv
towards the crossing of the PISCIATELL O river. . . gaining contact with the enemy, driving in
his outpogts, and if his resstance stiffened mounting an attack. Mg-Gen Vokes proposed to
bring fwd his 2 Bde to attack northwards on the rd from BULGARIA to RUFFIO and this
was tentatively agreed to but this ideawas later discarded sincethe 2 N.Z. Div fdt that they

could adv rapidly adhering to the origina body.

(Burns Diary, 15 Oct 44)

The following day 1 Can Corpsissued Op Instr No. 35, which stated that 1 Cdn Corps would advance

and seize bridgeheads over the River Savio and capture Cesena. In Phase One "2 N.Z. Div and 1 Cdn

Inf Div will capture crossngs over R PISCIATELLO within Div bdys'. (The Gothic Line Batle: Appx

)
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97. At noon on 15 Oct Brigadier JA. Cdder, E.D., visted Lt-Col JW. Ritchie at the R.C.R.
headquarters and directed him to pass through Hast & P.E.R. and continue the advance dong Route 9
with al possible speed. The change over took place dmost immediately and a 1400 hours R.C.R.
atacked, with one company moving sraight up the main axis while a second moved pardld to it but
severa hundred yards - to theright. Apart from light brushes with enemy machine gun pods, the
battalion encountered little opposition and made good progress. Drawing its reserve companies close
up, the unit adopted firm pogtions for the night with its forward location 1500 yards east of the
Donegaglia (642054 and 636048). Until dark, when they withdrew to a harbour near the Scolo
Rigossa, two troops of Strathconas were in support. (1 Cdn Inf Bde Battle Report; W.D., R.CR., 15

Oct 44)

98. Opposition gtiffened during the early morning of 16 Oct asthe river became visible to forward

companies, and to quote from the unit's history, "55 Axis":

"B" Company was held up on the flat and sodden countryside by six machine-gunsand "C"
Company came face to face with astrongly held enemy position defending a road junction.
The leading platoon of "C" Company, commanded by Lieut A.D. Egan, outflanked the
built-up area of the crossroads and after a spirited flight killed and captured a number of the
enemy and put the remainder to flight. Lieut Egan, who persondly led the left flanking assaullt,
attempted to halt the enemy's withdrawal by firing a 2-inch mortar from the upper window of

one of the houses just seized but was unsuccessful. Outstanding qudities were exhibited by
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Pte N. Rautain the capture of one of the machine-gun posts and subsequent house clearings
and he was rewarded with the Military Meda but unfortunately he was killed at the Lamone
River two months later without learning of his honour. (Galoway, Mg Strome, E.D.

"55 Axis" p. 170)

The enemy subjected the leading companies and battalion tactica headquarters to severe mortar and
atillery fire. Progresswas poor throughout the day. On the eft the battalion reached the Visano, a
smd| stream crossing Route 9 east of the Donegaglia, but on the right it had gained only afew hundred

yards when it consolidated for the night. (W.D., R.C.R., 16 Oct 44)

99. During the afternoon (16 Oct) the Seeforth, with a squadron of 12 Royd Tank Regiment
under command, began moving to the right of R.C.R. towards objectives on the Pisciatello between the
rallway and the village of Ponte della Fietra (see para109). On 17 Oct after overcoming considerable
opposition the Highland battalion secured its objectives on the Pisciatello. On the same day the two
units of 1 Cdn Inf Bde drew up to the tributary Donegaglia to complete the first phase or the divisona

plan. (1 Cdn Inf Bde Battle Report)

OPERATIONSOF 1 CDN CORPSBETWEEN THE RAILWAY AND THE COAST

10- 18 OCT 44

73 Report 25



100.  Now it isnecessary to turn to the fortunes of 2 N.Z. Div for amoment. Patrols over the
Fumicino on the New Zedland front during the night 10/11 Oct reported that the enemy had withdrawn
from the banks of the river. Accordingly, before firgt light ements of 5 N.Z. Bde crossed the river and
established bridgeheads for the protection of the engineer working parties. On the left advancing
without opposition one of the two leading battalions occupied Gatteo (708036). The attack of the
second unit, operating on the right flank, came to astop in front of the town of S. Angelo (710058),
which the enemy was holding in some strength. On the following day, by-passng S. Angdo, both units
moved up to the first objective, the smdl stream Rio Badona. Despite this the enemy gave no sgn of
withdrawing from S. Angdo; in fact he gppeared to be digging in and strengthening his positions there.
Since al the armour was road-bound and since S. Angelo dominated the forward routes, it was
obvious that the town would have to be taken. A company attack against SAAngdlo in the early hours
of 13 Oct proved unsuccessful. An attempt made during the day to patrol to the banks of the Scolo
Rigossa had asmilar ending. Findly late on 14 Oct 28 N.Z. (Maori) Bn assaulted the town in artificia
moonlight and within afew hours had cleared it of the enemy. By mid-day the engineers had completed

a60-foot D.S. Class 40 Bailey bridge at the road crossing over the Bddonawest or S. Angelo.

101.  Asaresult of 1 Cdn Inf Bde's capture of Bulgariathe previous day, the Germans withdrew
from Gambettola before firgt light on 15 Oct and €lements of the left New Zedland unit moved in.
During the rest of this day and the next the advance continued againgt dackening enemy oppaosition, and
by last light on 16 Oct the New Zedland forward line rested on the laterdl road which runs from the

Pisciatello at Ponte della Pietra to the Rigossa at Fattadel Fenili. By morning 5 N.Z. Inf Bde was up to
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the Pisciatello north of Ruffio on the left and dong the Scolo Olcaon the right. On thisline the brigade

wasrelieved by 6 N.Z. Inf Bde. (2 N.Z. Div Summary, 10 to 22 Oct 44; The Gothic Line Bétle;

W.D., 2 N.Z. Div, 10-18 Oct 44)

102.  Since 1100 hours on 10 Oct the sector between the Adriatic and the O6 northing had been
held by a mixed force known as Cumberland Force from its commander, Brigadier |.H. Cumberland,

O.B.E, ED. At that time the composition and disposition of the force was as follows:

Right:
3 Greek Mtn Bde
with in support "C" Sgn 20 N.Z. Armd Regt two tps 34 Bty (7 N.Z. A. Tk Regt) 16 Bty (4
Cdn A.Tk Rest SP) less 17 pr tp plusone tp M10 One pl 2 N.Z. MG Coy
Left:

LANDELL FORCE
conssting of WILDER FORCE (B and C Sgn 2 N.Z. Div Cav and 33 Bty (7 N.Z. A Tk
Regt) the whole force on foot as infantry) RCD; with in support B Sgn 20 N.Z.
Armd Regt 31 Bty (7 N.Z. A Tk Regt) 2 N.Z. MG Coy (less one pl) two pls of

42 M (PLF)

In Resarve
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A Sgn 20 N.Z. Armd Regt

Arty Support
3 Greek Fd Regt

3id Regt RCA.

SO Ed SqnR.C.E.

Services

one Sec 5 Cdn Armd Div Provost

Sec Fd Security

(W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde, 10 Oct 44)

103. Until the morning of 16 Oct the enemy retained his hold on the Fiumicino in thisarea. On that
day, however, he withdrew except opposite 3 Greek Mtn Bde, and "Wilder Force' moved up to the
east bank of the Scolo Rigossa. At the same time R.C.D. were moving forward from S. Angolo,
where they had relieved a battalion of 5 N.Z. Inf Bde the previous night. Light dements of "Wilder

Force' atempted to establish themsdves in the hamlet of Fattadel Fenili (728085), but were counter
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attacked and forced to withdraw dightly. On their right R.C.D. reached and crossed the river near the
Ponte Rigossa (708063), and by nightfall were 1,000 yards to the north of it and approaching
Castellacio (708079). (Ibid: Appx 13, History of Cumberland Force). During thisday, 16 Oct. 3 Cdn
Armd Recce Regt (G.G.H.G.) came under command Cumberland Force (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 1 Cdn
Corps October 1944: Appx 112, 1 Cdn Corps Ops Log, 16 Oct 44). That night 27 Lancers took
over the left forward sector of 3 Greek Mtn Bde and, on the following night G.G.H.G. completed the
relief of this formation, which then passed into Eighth Army reserve (ibid, 16 - 18 Oct 44). On 18 Oct
27 Lancers was to swing to the left and relieve "Wilder Force', upon which the latter would return to
under command 2 N.Z. Div. The whole sector would then be held by three units, G.G.H.G. on the

coast, 27 Lancersin the centre and R.C.D. on the left (Cumberland Force History, op cit)

104.  The Germans withdrew from the front or R.C.D. on 17 Oct and the latter moved forward to
within 300 yards of Cagtdlacio. On their right "wilder Force' attempted, without success, to seize
Fattade Fenili. Herein pogtions just south of the village they remained until their relief by 27 Lancers.
Throughout the following day, 18 Oct, the enemy held tenacioudy to Castellacio and road running east

through Sala, and Celle to Fattade Fenili. (1bid)

THE 5 CORPSADVANCE TO CESENA, 12- 19 0OCT 44

105.  Meanwhile, 5 Corps had turned the defences of the Scolo Rigossa, just asit had turned those

of the Fiumicino. Despite the stubborn efforts of 114 Jaeger Div a Monte Farneto (see para 75) and
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the arrival or a battle group of 29 Pz Gren Div, the enemy was unable to prevent the same tactics from
being employed again. Asakey to holding the line of the Scolo Rigossain the plains, the enemy rdied
on his positions on Monte dei Pini, Monte delle Vacche and Monte ddll’ Erta - high points on the ridge
east of the Savio, the southernmost of which is about Sx miles from Cesena. By 12 Oct both 46 Brit
Inf Div and 10 Ind Div were threatening these ridges and that night the latter ssormed and captured
Monte ddl'Erta. Two days of heavy fighting now followed as aresult or which, on the morning of 15
Oct, the enemy threatened from three sdes, abandoned Monte delle Vacche. On the same day 46 Brit
Inf Div overcoming the double hindrance of a determined enemy and difficult terrain, seized Monte del
Fini. Thus, dthough the enemy had been holding firm in the plain he again fdl back to avoid being taken

from therear. Hisnext sand was on the Pisciatdlo. (Eighth Army - The Gothic Line and Romagna

Battles, pp 57-58)

106. Without pausing, 5 Corps directed its energies northwards dong the high ground pardle to
the Savio and closed in on Cesena. Despite the weakness of the position, the Germans continued to
put up a strong fight, influenced, probably, by the fact that the Desert Air Force, aided by severd days
good flying wesather, had been able to destroy dl but one of the permanent bridges over the Savio.
Attacking Sde by sde on the night 16/17 Oct 46 Brit Inf Div and 10 Ind Div cleared Monte Romano
(5902) end Monte Redle (5901), and the enemy fell back to Celincordia (5904) - Acquarola (5802).
Here he held for a day, but on 18 Oct was on the move again. On |9 Oct 46 Brit Inf Div drove him

from the Ponte Abbadesse (5905), the last commanding position south of Cesena, and on the following

78 Report 25



day entered the town in force. Unfortunately as the leading troops of 5 Corps approached Cesena, the

Germans destroyed the sole remaining bridge across the Savio. (1bid)

THE CROSSING OF PISCIATELLO AND THE ADVANCE TO THE SAVIO

17-20 OCT 44

107.  On 16 Oct after adiscusson with the Army Commander, Genera Burns made some changes
in the Corps plan involving Chiefly certain adjusmentsin the inter-divisona boundaries. 1 Cdn Inf Div
would now swing to the north of Cesena a the same time maintaining steady pressure on the town from
the east. The boundary between the Canadian Divison and the New Zedanders now followed the road
running north from Bulgaria through Ruffio (648076) to the Pisciatello (648082), inclusve to the 2
N.Z. Div. It wastheintention of 1 Cdn Inf Div to continue to push dong the Via Emiliawith 1 Cdn Inf
Bdes and bring in 2 Cdn Inf Bde to seize the new frontage on the Pisciatello. (Burns Diary, 16 Oct 44;

W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 16 Oct 44)

108. Inthefirst phase of the 2 Cdn Inf Bde operation Seaforth of C. would advance and seize the
line of the Pisciatdllo river between the railway bridge and the road crossing a Sonte della Pietra, a
village on the west bank (637071), reconnoaitre for crossings, and if possible gain afooting on the far
dde. The second phase would consist of an attack over the Pisciatello by L. Edmn R,, if Seaforth of C.
were unable to continue, followed by athrust to the Cesena - Cerviaroad with objectivesin the generd

area S. Egidio (611085) - Le Chiaviche (620096). The fire plan would consst of a series of
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concentrations available to battaions on call. The action was to begin at 1700 hours, 16 Oct, when
Sedforth of C. and the supporting armour, a squadron of 12 Royd tank Regiment, would pass through

the crossroads south of Bulgariaon Route 9. (1bid)

109. By 2000 hours the forward companies of Seaforth of C. had crossed the raillway and
secured ther first objective (buildings at 645061). Due to the rain which had falen during the late
afternoon, the tanks accompanying the infantry experienced some difficulty in moving across country.
By midnight the right company, which had continued from the first objective dong atrack leading north,
had reached the road running west through Ponte della Pietrato Cesena. During the night, 16/17 Oct,
the unit continued to push forward and by early morning was up to the river on atwo-company front
between Ponte ddlla Fietra and the junction of the Rio Matalardo with the Pisciatello. Throughout 17
Oct patrols of Seeforth of C. attempting to cross the river were turned back by direct enemy machine
gun fire from the far bank. South of the railway both R.C.R. and 48 Highrs had now reached the
tributary stream Donegaglia. In the course of the afternoon the enemy shelled the 1 Cdn Inf Div front
Heavily, particularly in the sector held by Sedforth of C., the latter suffering about 21 casuaties from
shelling aone on that day. (W.D., Seaforth or C., 16-17 Oct 44; (H.S.)234C1.013 (D7): 2 Cdn Inf
Bde Report on Ops Savignano to F. Ronco, 14 Oct to 28 Oct 44; W.D. H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 16-17

Oct 44).

110. At 1430 hours, 17 Oct, Mg-Gen Vokes arrived at Headquarters 2 Cdn Inf Bde, where he

discussed with the Brigade Commander, the C.R.A; 1 Cdn Inf Div, and the Commanding Officer L.
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Edmn R., the plan for the crossing of the Pisciatello. That decided upon called for L. Edmn R. to make
adlent attack over theriver in the vicinity of the raillway bridge and then working north, to seize the
village of Ponte della Pietra. The proposed bridgehead would eventualy extend from the river 1,000
yards north of the village west to the road junction at 634078, then left to aroad junction some 1,000
yardswest of Ponte della Pietra at 627071, and back to theriver at the railway bridge. In support the
artillery would be prepared to lay down a series of concentrations, partly on atimed programme, partly
on cal, on known enemy defences. Counter battery and counter mortar programmes would accord
with the main fire plan. (2 Cdn Inf Bde Report op dit; (H.S.) 234C1.013(D7): L. Edmn R. Report on

Operations, 14-18 Oct 44; W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 17 Oct 44)

111. Because of aheavy rain that had bean faling during the day, the G.O.C. had left the decison as
to the advisability of launching the attack with Lt-Col J.R. Stone, D.S.O., M.C. of L. Edmn R.
However, by late afternoon, the weather had improved, and Lt-Col Stone informed Headquarters 2
Cdn Inf Bde that the attack would go on as planned. At 1830 hours, the battalion marched to the
assembly area, where Battalion Tactica Headquarters was ready to operate by 2010 hours. Shortly
afterwards, the first wave moved off and at 2215 hours reported a successful crossng, with as yet no
sgn or the enemy. Within the next hour they reached the buildings on the Canale dd Molino (634064).
Here they came into close contact with the enemy. Although the fighting was now quite close, progress
continued to be so satisfactory that shortly after midnight Lt-Col Stone despatched a second company.
This reached the far bank at 0045 hours I8 Oct, and ran into immediate opposition. By O300 hours,

L. Edmn R. had consolidated the position near the cand, but on the left were till engaged in mopping
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up enemy infantry and machine gun posts. Between now and daylight the forward companies carried on
ading-dong battle with the enemy for the possession of a bridgehead approximately 500 yards

square. (W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 17 Oct 44; W.D., L. Edmn R., 17-18 Oct 44)

112. At 0600 hours 18 Oct, Brigade Headquarters received the report of an engineer
reconnaissance party on aford at 634063. Thislay 400 yards downstream from the railway bridge
and, once L. Edmn R. had cleared the immediate vicinity, the tanks and antitank guns were to have
proceeded viathis route to their support. However, the reconnai ssance reveded that because of the
soft, sandy nature of the river bottom, the ford was not passable for amour; nor wasit considered
practica to attempt to bridge the river at that point with an Ark. It now appeared that the infantry on
the far Sde might have to spend the day without anti-tank protection. Accordingly the acting Brigade
Commander, Lt-Col M.P. Bogert, D.S.O., O.B.E., sent ordersto the L. Edmn R. to hold their present
pogitionsif possible, with the proviso that Lt-Col Stone might if he wished withdraw one company. At
the same time he ordered the M.10's, presently in support of the Seaforth, to be sent to the river’ s edge

to give ameasure of support to the bridgehead troops. (W.D. H.Q. 2 cdn Inf Bde, 18 Oct 44)

113.  During the morning, Lt-Col Bogert went forward to the Tactical Headquarters of the L. Edmn
R. and reviewed the Situation with the battalion commander. At that time the Position of the two
companies was not satisfactory. Both had cleared the enemy from their respective sectors, athough
they were gill coming under consderable sniper and machine gun fire from their front and flanks. Asa

result or the Brigade Commander's visit, the L. Edmn R. were to undertake operations designed to
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enlarge their holdings during the afternoon. In the meantime, an officer of 12 R.T.R. had reconnoitered
the ford, mentioned earlier, and decided that his Churchill tanks could negotiateit. In the light of this
information Lt-Col Stone decided to increase his strength west of theriver. Asaresult a 1400 hoursa
third company of L. Edmn R. with one troop of 12 R.T.R. in support, moved into the bridgehead. By
1830 hours the lodgment area had been considerably expanded; Ponte della Pietra had been cleared,
and on the left the forward line had been extended to Casa Stirighi, a building about 800 yards west of

theriver. (Operations of British, Indian and Dominion Forces op dt, Section E - 1 Canadian Corps

Operations, p. 64; W.D., H.Q., 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 18 Oct 44; W.D., L. Edmn R., 18 Oct 44)

114.  Atthispoint, Lt-Col Stone sent his remaining sub-unit forward to Ponte della Pietra, where it
arived a 2145 hours. It wasintended to move this company some 1000 yards up the road leading
north out of the village to the road and track junction at 634077. Unfortunately, however, the tanks
which were to support the attack were unable to get around a large crater in the river road south of the
village. Attempting to advance without the armour, the L. Edmn R. ran into heavy enemy fire and were
unable to continue. In achange of plan it was decided to work dong the river road and Strike the
objective from the east. In the process of this action the company cleaned out a number of enemy
machine gun posts which had been delaying the movement of engineer equipment to the bridging Ste at
Ponte ddlaPietra. By 0430 hours, 19 Oct they had gained their objective and in addition had cleared
the enemy from the river bank between the village and the road and track junction about 1000 yards
to the north-east. With the bridgehead thus effectively secured, the Engineers started building the

bridge at Ponte della Pietra. (2 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W.D., L. Edmn R., 18-19 Out 44).
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115.  Meanwhile, further south, both forward battalions of 1 Cdn Inf Bde were still in close contact
with the enemy on the line of the Donegaglia. Late in the afternoon of 17 Oct in order to maintain
pressure the Brigade Commander ordered his two forward units to attack over the river under cover of
darkness. On the left 48 Highrs had as their objective Point 39(619053) on the secondary road
running north to Route 9. By the early hours of the morning, 18 Oct, they had made the crossing and
consolidated on their objective. An atempt to clear and occupy some buildings lying afew hundred
yardsto the west achieved only temporary success, for the houses proved untenable due to strong
enemy S.P. gun fire. Under cover of a smoke screen the company withdrew to its origind objective,
where it remained for the balance of the day. During the same morning R.C.R. had attacked in the
triangular shagped gtrip of land lying north of Route 9 between the two main tributaries of the Pisciatello
River. After somedight initid progress, the R.C.R. were forced in the face of stiff enemy oppostion, to

withdraw to the line of the Donegaglia (1 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Béttle Report)

116.  During the afternoon, 18 Oct, 1 Cdn Inf Bde was informed by Divisond Headquartersthat it
was to be relieved by 3 Cdn Inf Bde. Therelief wasto begin at dusk that day and was to take placein
the positionsthen held. Hast & P.E.R. were to remain where they were and pass temporarily under
command of 3 Cdn Inf Bde. Early on 18 Oct 3 Cdn Inf Bde began moving forward from Cattolica and
by midnight the West N.S.R. and R. 22e R. had taken over the battalion areas of 40 Highrsand R.C.R.
respectively. Command of the sector passed to Headquarters 3 Cdn Inf Bde at OO30 hours 19 Oct.

That morning 1 Cdn Inf Bde withdrew into a reserve area behind Santarcangelo. (W.D., H.Q 3 Cdn
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Inf Bde, 18 Oct 44; (H.S,) 234Cl1.013(D7): 3 Cdn Inf Bde Operationsin Itay, 17-28 Oct 44; 1 Cdn

Inf Bde Battle Report)

117.  Onthe 19th, 1 Cdn Inf Div began to move forward againg light opposition. At 0800 hours,
the engineers completed the bridge over the Pisciatello at Ponte della Pietra. P.P.C.L.I. passed through
L. Edmn R. and pushed on towards the village of S. Egidio and the Cesena - Cerviaroad. By midnight
they had cleared the area of the village and despatched afighting patrol north to Le Chiaviche. Tothe
left at 1800 hours advanced dements of R. 22e R. reached the same road in the vicinity of the railroad
crossing. During the late afternoon Carlt & York R. with ordersto send its companies straight dong
Route 9 joined in the advance to Cesena. As patrols of 3 Cdn Inf Bde entered the town that night
troops of 46 Brit Inf Div camein from the south. The enemy, apparently having decided againgt an dl
out defence of Cesena, had withdrawn across the Savio River. By the morning of 20 Oct 3 Cdn Inf
Bde, passing through the north end of the town, were within afew hundred yards of this new river
barrier. About 2,000 yards downstream from Cesena, during the same morning, two companies of
Petricias moved into pogitions on theriver lateral near the hamlet of Martorano (5910). (W.D., H.Q. 3
Cdn Inf Bde, 19-20 Oct 44; 2 Cdn Inf Bde Report; (H.S.)234C1.013(D7): P.P.C.L.I. Report on

Operations, 14 Oct - 28 Oct 44)

118.  Inthe2 N.Z. Div Sector 6 N.Z. Inf Bderelieved 5 N.Z. Inf Bde on 18 Oct. The battaions of
the former brigade then closed up to the F. Pisciatello and at 2300 hours the same night attacked

across the river with the intention of securing a bridgehead from Bagnarola (6708) to inclusive the road
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west of Casone (6508). The attack made good progress and by the early hours of 19 Oct the New
Zedanders held a bridgehead 1,000 yards in depth. Two assault bridges were erected by the
engineers, a scissors west 0 Bagnarolaand asingle Ark just upstream from Casone. The scissors
collgpsed, however, leaving only the Ark in service. Over thisthe New Zealand armour, consisting of
18 and 20 N.Z. Armd Regts of 4 N.Z. Armd Bde, passed in pursuit of the enemy. By noon on 19 Oct
the New Zedand armour, advancing againgt light opposition, had reached the Mesola dd Montaetto.
Up to this point, the chief obstacle to the advance was the ground rather than the enemy. Inthe
evening, however, the divison ran into heavy fighting along the Cesena - Cerviaroad between
Cadbrinaand Ogeriaccia. Early on 20 Oct the New Zed anders continued their advance and by
nightfal had reached the laterd road running north from Cesena between S. Martino in Fiume (5915)
and Borgo di Ronta (5912). Elements of one regiment pushed forward into the bend of the river, south
of S. Martino, where they came under heavy enemy machine gun fire. Here the New Zedlanders rested
their advance. The divison was not to cross the Savio having aready received orders to hand over the

sector to 5 Cdn Armd Div on or after 21 Oct. (The Gathic Line Baitle; 1 Cdn Corps Ops Summaries

Nos 26-29, 18-21 Oct 44)

119. On19Oct, asaresult of 2 N.Z. Div's attack of the previous night, the enemy facing
Cumberland Force began to withdraw. Pushing on quickly in pursuit R.C.D. and 27 Lancers reached
the area of the Pisciatello before regaining contact. By last light R.C.R., were positioned on the far Sde
of thisriver about amile east of Bagnarola. Further downstream the 27 Lancers had dements at Sonte

Roso (7109); with the remainder of the unit in the area Sdla - Celle. Only along the coas, in the
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G.G.H.G. sector, was there no enemy withdrawa. Here he was il close to the Plumicino with wire,
mines and pillboxes, originally designed as anti-seelanding measures, to assst him in the defense. It was
not intended however, to engage in a costly battle for this narrow strip of land, sSince events e sewhere

on the Adriatic front would bring about its evacuation in due course. (The Gothic Line Battle; W.D.,

H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde, 19 Oct 44; Cumberland Force History)

120. TheFollowing day, 20 Oct, the enemy withdrew again; this time dong the whole of the
Cumberland Force front. Preceded by the commanding officer mounted on abicycle, G.G.H.G.
moved into Cesenatico. R.C.D., with asquadron of 9 Cdn Armd Regt (B.C.D.) in support, advancing
aong the road from Montaletto to Pisignano, reached the crossing over the Rio Granarola. Hereinthe
late afternoon, 27 Lancersrelieved R.C.D., the latter going into reserve. The squadron of tanks with the
Canadian unit remained with the Lancers, bringing the tank strength of that unit up to two squadrons,
both from B.C.D. On the coast G.G.H.G. continued forward and by the afternoon of 21 Oct were
positioned aong the Mesola dd Montaetto and probing towards the sdt pans south-east of Cervia.
Despite a short engagement with enemy machine gun posts in the morning, 27 Lancers made a
consderable advance on 21 Oct. Moving astride the Pisignano road they reached positions 2,000
yards beyond the Rio Granarola crossing by last light. Both units reported that the roads were very
badly cratered and that movement off the roads was impossible owing to floods and marshy ground.

(The Gothic Line Batle, W.D., H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde, 20-21 Out 44, Cumberland Force History)
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121.  Meanwhile G.G.H.G., from information received from civilians and deserters, had established
that the enemy was holding Cerviain some strength. Acting on this assumption the unit planned an
attack to take place a dawn on 22 Oct. To create confusion and disrupt the enemy defenses they
supplied a number of Partisans with wegpons and sent them back behind the German lines. This
operation never materiaized, however, for the enemy withdrew, and G.G.H.G. occupied Cervia
without opposition on 22 Oct. Throughout this day (22 Oct), 27 Lancers moved steadily forward on
the axis of the Pisignano road and the Cande di Allacciamento which pardldsit to the east. Actions
againg scattered energy machine gun posts and infantry rearguards occurred and progress was dow.
By last light, however, the unit had seized Pisignano, while one squadron advancing aong the cand was

within one and one haf miles of the Savio a Cagtiglione di Cervia (The Gothic Line Battle. W.D.,

H.Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde, 22 Oct 44; Cumberland Force History)

RECAPITULATION

122.  Four weeks had now passed since 1 Cdn Corps crossed the Marecchia and entered what one
regimenta historian has described as "The Promised Land". In readiness for an armoured pursuit of a
supposedly retreating enemy, two armoured divisions, 2 N.Z. Div and 5 Cdn Armd Div, had taken
over the Corpsfront. Three important factors, however, the enemy, the weather and the terrain caused
the operations to assume the much different pattern which they actudly followed. During the last days
of September and al through October the weather was at the best unsettled and the few short periods

of fine weather were insufficient to improve materidly the resulting ground conditions. Moreover a
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closer examindtion of the terrain reveded that it was not as well suited to the employment of amour as

had been thought:

...the operation that was to see our divison cross the River Marecchiaand, at long last,
"debauch” (sc¢) on to the Po Vdley. For weeks, we had been looking forward to this
occason; for weeks, we had been pounding over hill after hill reminded by the senior
commanders ... that beyond these hills lay "The Promised Land", the "wide open spaces’

where our tanks could run wild in their mad galop to the Po.

(McAvity, pp 144-5)

The "wide open gpaces’ turned out to be little better than reclaimed marshes, closdy cultivated, and
traversed by numerous streams enclosed by dykes which, in the course of years had raised them above
the level of the surrounding countryside. Apart from the two metaled highways, Routes 9 and 16, the
roads were little better than cart-tracks, which soon broke down under the heavy military traffic. This
was a country in which every advantage lay with the defence, and it took 1 Cdn Corps four weeksto

cover the 14 miles of it lying between the Marecchia and the Savio.

123. On 23 Sep 5 Cdn Armd Div had moved forward from the Marecchia and in three days of
action againgt his rearguards forced the enemy to give up his delaying postion in front of the Uso. On

the following day the New Zedland divison on ther right and the formations of 5 Corps to the south
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(the latter after heavy fighting aong the ridge extending south from Santarcangdl o) dso came up to this
river. Fresh advances made between 26 and 28 Sep brought both divisons of 1 Cdn Corps up to the
Fumicino. Again, however, 5 Corps met with stubborn opposition and did not reach the river dong its
whole front until 5 Oct. Rain began to fall on the night 27/28 Sep and fell steedily until 2 Oct. Asa
result operations came to a standstill and the fords over the Uso and the Marecchia became usdess. In
the foothills to the south, however, where the effect of the rains was less marked and less lagting, the lft
wing of 5 Corps continued to make progress. By 10 Oct the divisonsin this sector had outflanked the

Fiumicino and were threatening to turn the enemy's next weter line, the Scolo Rigossa

124.  During the next phase, the advance from the Fiumicino to the Savio, the operations of the
Eighth Army followed the pattern set by these first successesin the foothills. There now followed a
series of turning movements and as these loosened the enemy's grip on his various river lines the forces
in the plains were able with comparative ease to complete the Job. 1 Cdn Corps regrouped and shifted
left to include the ground astride Route 9 in its operationd zone. The place adtride this highway was
taken by 1 Can Inf Div, while 5 Cdn Armd Div was replaced by 2 N.Z. Div, and the former New

Zealand sector was assigned to the composite group CUMBERLAND FORCE.

125. By 10 Oct, yidding to the threat to his southern flank, the enemy had begun to withdraw in the
central sector of hisfront to the line of the Scolo Rigossa. On 11 Oct 1 Cdn Inf Div moved forward
from Savignano and brushing aside light enemy rearguards covered the three miles to the Rigossa by 13

Oct. At this stage the Canadian Division was operating with an exposed right flank, the New
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Zedanders being held up by a determ1ned enemy force occupying acommanding postion a S.
Angdo. On 14 Oct, however, S. Angelo fell and 2 N.Z. Div moved up rapidly to the Rigossa. To the
south 5 Corps had again outflanked the enemy and he fell back once more, thistime to the Pisciatdllo.
Meanwhile | Cdn Inf Div had crossed the Rigossa, saized the village of Bulgaria and resumed its
advance dong Route 9. At this point the divison began moving on a two-brigade front, with its second
brigade on the right north of the railway. On 17 Oct both brigades reached the Pisciatello and, after
heavy fighting on 18 Oct, secured a bridgehead. The next day 1 Cdn Inf Div made excdllent progress
end on 20 Oct arrived at the Savio. Cesenafdl into the hands of Eighth Army without a struggle, for
the enemy, with 46 Brit Inf Div moving in from the south and the right hand brigade of 1 Cdn Inf Div
threatening to outflank him from the north, gpparently decided againgt a protracted defence of the town

and withdrew across the Savio.

FUTURE INTENTIONS OF 15 ARMY GROUP

126.  On 10 Oct a satement of generd intentions governing the conduct of operations during the
autumn, winter and spring was issued by the Army Group Commander. With Bologna asthe
immediate objective, operations to clear the enemy Brew as much of Northwest Itdy as possible would
continue. When offensive action, due to the exhaustion of the troops or the state of the weather, was
no longer possible, a period of active detents would follow, during which the Armies would be rested,
reorganized and trained. A further directive on the same subject was sent to Fifth and Eighth Armieson

23 Oct. In the intervening period fighting of the fiercest nature had occurred on Fifth Army front which
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had, neverthdess, Ieft that formation gill short of Bologna. The increasing exhaustion of the troops and
the continuing lack of replacements now called for a closer study of when to hdt the offensvein Itay.
To provide formations with the necessary time for re<t, reorganization and training, 15 Army Group

estimated that it would be necessary to suspend the current offensive on 15 Nov:

..practicdly dl formations of both armies have now had long periods of continuous fighting,
and many have reached the stage where further effort without rest is an uneconomical
proposition. On the other hand failure to secure Bologna and Ravenna before settling down on
awinter line, will have the most serious adverse effect on preparations for resuming the
offengve on the main Itdian front in 1945. With Bologna and Ravennaiin our hands, and
aufficient space beyond them to make it possible to use the former as aroad and railhead, and
the latter as a coastwise port, we should be able to build up sufficient supplies north of the
Apennines to support an attack on the Adige position as part of continuous movement.
Inability to use these areas and the communications of which they are the terminas for
adminigrative build up during the winter may, and probably will necessitate adelay of two or
more months between the capture of Bologna and an attack on the Adige position. The
immediate problem therefore is to balance the advantages of securing Bologna and Ravenna

againgt the need of the troops for rest.

(Allied Strategy Appx "D"-5 Future Plans,

23 Oct 44)
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The plan put forward by the Army Group Commander amed a improving the Fifth Army chances a

Bologna by attracting some of the enemy's forces away from that sector. To that end the following

scheme was suggested:

@

(b)

(©

(d)

()

Fifth Army to suspend attire operations, withdraw say two divs to rest in the Florence areg;

and smulate the withdrawa of third div and preparations for defence.

A cover plan to beinitiated to the effect that Fifth Army had been compelled to go on the

defensive owing to exhaustion and heavy casudties.

Eighth Army to continue their offensve with dl available resources at least till 15 Nov, to draw

enemy forces off Fifth Army front and to capture Ravenna

Fifth Army to prepare aplan for afind dl out offensve to capture Bologna, and then to move

the divisons withdrawn to rest in the Florence area back to the front for the purpose as

quickly and secretly as possible as soon as the enemy had moved troops avay and the

wesather was propitious, or a any rate not later than 15 Nov.

Eighth Army to concentrate on the capture of Ravenna
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In his reply to those proposds the following day (24 Oct), General McCreery stated thet in his view
three weeks was too short atime ether to rest the American divisons or to lull the enemy into asense
of security on the Bologna front. He suggested that the target date be set back by aweek or two for
these reasons and in order to dlow Eighth Army time to complete its urgently necessary programme of

rest and regrouping, which was just beginning to be put into effect.” (Eighth Army - The Gothic Line

and Ramagna Battles, pp 62-63)

EIGHTH ARMY ARRANGEMENTSFOR REST END REGROUPING

16- 27 OCT 44

127.  During the advance to the Savio the Eighth Army had been fully committed. Although the
divisons under command 5 Corps and 2 Pol Corps were still comparatively fresh, those of the
Canadian Corps, with the exception of the New Zedlanders, were now badly in need of arest.
Unfortunately there were no formations available in Eighth Army with which to replace them. Dueto
the lack of infantry reinforcements 56 Brit Inf Div and 1 Brit Armd Div were no longer operationd and
46 Brit Inf Div had only recently been withdrawn from the line. Moreover the Eighth Army now had to

provide forces for the occupation or Greece; late in October the Greek Mountain Brigade and the 4th

" The stuaion was reviewed at a conference of Army Commanders held a Headquarters Allied
Armiesin Italy on 29 Oct. At this conference the date at which the operations of both armies
would cease was postponed to 15 Dec.

(Allied Strategy, p.19)
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Indian Divison were withdrawn for this purpose. There was virtudly no reserve of armour & dl,
athough the nature of the terrain made this lack of rdatively lessimportance. The problem therefore

was to find ameans of resting the Canadian Corps (Eighth Army - The Gothic Line and Romagna

Battles pp 63-64)

128.  The Army Commander decided to take advantage of the obvious difficulties of advancing in
grength directly on Ravenna, across the increasingly large and numerous obstacles, to replace the
Canadian Corps with light forces operating under the command of an improvised headquarters’. One
result of this regrouping would be to throw even more emphasis on the operations of 5 Corps dong
Route 9 and in the hills to the south. For this reason the British Corps would be respongble for its own
right flank protection and would take over 1 Cdn Inf Div sector, using the armoured car regiment of

9 Brit Armd Bde for the purpose. The remainder of 1 Cdn Corps front would become the

respongibility of an ad hoc force congsting of three armoured regiments and including supporting

& From an entry in Generd Burns Persona Diary it would gppear that by 19 Oct the Army
Commander had either aready decided upon or was considering the rdlief of the Canadian
Corps. The entry of that date reads as follows:

Lt-Gen McCreery, Comd Eighth, came to H.Q. and discussed the development of ops
and hisintentions for the Cdn Corps when the river SAVIO should bereached. The
task of the Cdn Corps would then be to protect the right flank of Eighth Army on the
SAVIO from Highway 9 to the seg; it was presumed that the enemy; would withdraw
to behind the SAVIO eventudly. 1 Cdn Inf Div was to establish a bridgehead in front
or CESENA. 27 Lancerswould probably be withdrawn to form part or an armd car
bde to protect the right flank of 5 Corps between the SAVIO river and FORLI. (Burns
Diary, 19 Oct)
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artillery and engineers. In the event, as aresult of an enemy withdrawd following the successful
establishment of bridgeheads over the Savio by both 5 Corps and 1 Cdn Corps, the Eighth Army had

reached the Ronco River before the relief of the Canadian Corps took place. (The Gothic Line Baitle;

Eighth Army - The Gothic Line and Romagna Baitles, pp 63-4)

OPERATIONS OF 2 POL CORPSIN THE MOUNTAINS, 17-27 OCT 44

129.  Although the decison to relieve 10 Brit Corps and replace it with 2 Pol Corps was taken on 6
Oct (see para67) it was not until 15/16 Oct that any Polish formations were in position to start active
operaions. By then the main body of Eighth Army had made considerable progress and dmost
reached the line of the River Savio and Route 71. This necessitated a further change in the Polish axis

of advance. Eighth Army now directed the Poles to move across country towards Route 67 and aong

the vdleys of the Bidente and Rabbi rivers towards Forli and Forlimpopali. (Eighth Army - The Gothic

Line and Romagna Béttles, p. 54)

130. On 17 Oct the Poles began operations to secure a base for their drive down the Rabbi valley.
At the start the attack made steady progress againgt weak oppaosition. During the night 18/19 Oct they
secured the high ground between the Rabbi and Bidente and entered the villages of Gaatea and
Civitdladi Romagna (3492) without afight. Within the next few days, however, theinitid surprise
effect wore off, and the enemy began to offer a more determined resistance. By 22 Oct the Poles had

completed the capture of the Monte Grosso massif, which forms the eastern wal of the Rabbi valey.
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From this pogtion attempts were made without success againg the enemy holding the high ground west
of thisriver. Until 24 Oct, when the enemy withdrew and the Poles were able to gain a solid footing
beyond the Rabbi, there was little further change in this sector. By 25 Oct their patrols, working north
aong the Rabbi, were just short of Predappio Nuova - the birthplace of Mussolini and, more important,
the ste of an undamaged and valuable aircraft factory. Two days later (27 Oct) as the Polish left
entered Predappio Nuova, the right, moving between the Rabbi and the Ronco, reached Rocco dd
Caminate (3904). A few milesto the east lay the 5 Corps bridgehead over the Ronco at Meldola

(Allied Strategy, p. 16; Eighth Army The Gothic Line and Romegna Battles, pp 59, 67-99).

2 CDN INF BDE'SBRIDGEHEADS OVER THE SAVIO, 20-23 OCT 44

131. During the morning of 20 Oct Lt-Gen Burns visited Mg-Gen Vokes at the latter's Headquarters
and discussed with him the current Stuation and the present task of 1 Cdn Inf Div. This latter remained
the same"i.e,, to clear the portion of CESENA within his boundary (which was practicaly occupied by
that time), and then get a bridgehead over the SAVIO" (Burns Diary, 20 Oct 44). Generd Burnsaso
explained to the 1 Cdn Inf Div Commander "that he would probably not be required to continue the
advance once the bridgehead had been established” (Ibid). Following his meeting with the Corps
Commander, Genera V okes went to Headquarters 2 Cdn Inf Bde where he conferred with Lt-Col

Bogert regarding the plan for an assault crossing of the Savio by that brigade.
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Three objectives were laid down for the establishing of the complete bridgehead over the
SAVIO. Thefirgt objective, the saizing of theinitia bridgehead from the buildings at 589112
to 584103. The second objective is the enlargement of theinitia bridgehead to the road
junction 583115 to PIEVE SESTINA 579113 to the road junction at 579107. Thefinal

objective was the cutting of the road to CESENA at the fork 577113.°

(W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 20 Oct 44)

Asthe first step towards the gaining of these objectives, Lt-Col Bogert ordered P.P.C.L.I. to attack
over the river with two companies and seize a shalow bridgehead in the bend of the river opposite the
village of Martorano (5910). Thiswould permit the engineers to commence their bridging operations,
presently held up in the reconnai ssance stage by heavy small arms fire from the opposite bank. Once
the attack of the Patricias achieved success Seeforth of C. would push through them and on to the
second objective. Detalls of the attack and the supporting fire plan were worked out that afternoon and

H Hour set for 1700 hours that night. (1bid)

°  (SeeMap2)
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132. At H Hour the two companies of P.P.C.L |. commenced to crosstheriver.’® Therewasa
strong current and the level of the water was such that in some places swimming was necessary.
Almost immediately the attackers ran into heavy machine gun and mortar fire. Of one company, only a
portion succeeded in crossing and these, pinned down by the enemy fire and being unable to move
either forward or to the flanks, withdrew after dark. ((H.S.)145,2P7011(D3): Account by Capt L.G.
Robinson, 2i/c"D" Coy, P.P.C.L.I., of thar activitiesin the area of the River Savio) Communications
with the second company had failed, but from the noise of the battle they were judged to be in close
contact. Eventualy word reached the P.P.C.L.I. Headquarters that the company was holding afew
hundred yards of the west bank and had logt a platoon in the initid stages of the action. All the while
the enemy continued to shell our forward areas on the east sSide of the river, and to bring down machine

gun harassing fire on the laterd roads and tracks running into theriver. (2 Cdn Inf Bde Report)

133. At Headquarters 2 Can Inf Bde during the morning of 21 Oct, plans were made for afresh
assault on theriver line. Thiswould be on alarger scae than the firgt attack, with two battaions,
Sedforth of C. on theright, and L. Edmn R. on the left making the assault. The objectives remained the
same. Engineers would accompany the attacking infantry to construct at least two assault crossings, the

first with Seaforth of C. in the sector west of Martorano, the second with L. Edmn R. about 1,000

10 Although the unit diary states that the attack went in on time, Mg E. Cuthill, O.C. "A" Coy,
P.P.C.L.l. in hisreport on the attack states that his company was about 15 minutes late in
garting ((H.S.)145.2P7011(D3): Account of the Action of "A" Coy P.P.C.L.I. in crossng the
River Savio). This meant that on this company front, at least, the effect of the covering barrage
which ceased a "H" hour, was largdly logt.
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yards further upstream near the Plazzi dArmi (590094). As soon as these were ready for use, tanks
and M. 10 anti-tank guns would move forward to the support of the infantry. Asadiversonary
measure, 3 Cdn Inf Bde on the l€ft flank was to stage a fire demongtration. (Ibid; W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn

Inf Bde, 21 Oct 44)

134.  Artillery support for the attack, over and above the normd divisona scale, would be provided
by 2N.Z. Divand 1 Cdn A.G.RA. Indl eight regiments would take part in the shoot. The CRA. 1
Cdn Inf Div had obtained an extraammunition dlotment and had arranged that information on the latest
enemy dispositions and strong points, as obtained from Air observation and photographs, PW. and
partisans, would be available. The generd ideawas for a series of concentrations grouped in beltsto
be fired on each battdion front and so timed that they would fold back asthe attack progressed. To
avoid the tendency of timed artillery to run away from the infantry, either on the whole front or part of it,
regiments were assigned to each belt in such amanner that the fire coming down on one sector was
independent from that on any other. Thus the timing and grouping of the concentrations could be
adapted to the course of the battle. Also included in artillery plan were the 4.2" mortars and the
M.M.G's. of the Sask L.I., which unit was raring for the first time as a battdion. Close support would
be provided by the tanks of 145 Regt R.A.C,, replacing 12 R.T.R., who were being taken out of the

linefor arest. (The Gothic Line Béttle; 1 Cdn Inf Div Report, Parts| and 11)

135.  From Cesenato the seathe Savio follows a meandering course north over the flat cultivated

plain with its vineyards and tree bordered fields. These latter are interlaced with many irrigation ditches
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and cands, some of which are tank obstacles. According to an early air reconnaissance report the river

isfordable for infantry throughout its length, but only in afew places for vehicles

All crossngswill be determined by the depth of weter, and bridging will dmost certainly be

required.

1. The wet gap is about 60" at CESENA, narrowsto 35' - 50' for the next 8 kms, then

gradudly broadens until dong the last five kms, a the mouth, it widens from 70' to 200

2. Theriver bed appears to be mud with gravel shoals.

3. The banks are generdly high and steep, risng to 30’ in places dthough near the mouth and
inthe CESENA areathere are sections where the bank consists of gently doping shod of
gravel. A dyke runs dongsde each bank of the river except in places between CESENA and
the weir at 590173 where the bank is high enough to prevent flooring. From the weir to the
sea the dykes are continuous increasing in height from 6' to 15. The banks are overgrown

with grass, brush and reeds, and in sections, trees.

The distance between banks is the same as the water gaps except at CESENA where they

are, in places, about 120 gpart.
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(H.S) 224C1.023 (D9): M.A.l1.U. 1 Cdn
Corps Topographica Report No. 12,

19 Sep 44)

Reconnaissance patrols on 21 Oct reported that the water gap on the Canadian Corps front varied
from 15' to 40". However this figure was gpt to change consderably and suddenly. During one
24-hour period, for example as aresult of torrentid rains, the water gap at one point increased from 45
to 300", and the current to 20 knots. Except at fords, the average depth was four feet. The banks, in
places 15' to 20" high and very steep, were undoubted natural tank obstacles. To make matters worse,
the approach roads did not go down to the river, and over the last 200-300 yards the tracks and
ground were too soft to take tanks. In front of 1 Cdn Inf Div the enemy had supplemented these
natura obstacles with abelt of anti-personnel mines connected to tripwires on the near bank. (1 Cdn
Inf Div Report, Part |; 1 Cdn Corps Operations Log, 2| Oct; (H.S.)143.131013(D1): Account of
Bridging Operations across the R. Savio, 21 Oct to 28 Out 64, by Lt-Col E.H. Wobb, C.R.E. 1 Cdn

Inf Div)

136. During the day, 21 Oct, enemy shelling of the advanced postions was again heavy. Late that
afternoon it began to rain and the Savlo rose rapidly. At one point in the 2 Cdn Inf Bde sector, the
depth of the water increased to eight feet. However preparations for the attack, including the forward
movement of engineer stores of dl type, continued. Meanwhile acrosstherriver, low in ammunition,

food and water, under severe and accurate mortar and artillery fire, the subject of severd enemy
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counterattacks "A" Coy of the Patricias still clung to their precarious position at the water's edge. (1
Cdn Inf Div Report, Part I; Webb op cit(H.S.) 145.2P70II(D3): Account of the Action of "A." Coy

P.P.CL.I. in crossing the R. Savio, 20/21 Oct 44, by Mg E.W. Cuthill)

137. At 2000 haours, 21 Oct, 2 Cdn Inf Bde launched its attack, and within an hour the leading
troops of the two assaulting battalions, Seaforth of C. at 592102 and 592108 and L. Edmn R. at
592096 were across theriver. Both came into immediate contact with the enemy, Seaforth of C.
reporting that they were closaly engaged and coming under heavy mortar fire. Unfortunatdly the
commander of the Edmonton company became a casudty dmost immediately with aresultant
disruption of the communications and organization of his command. To relieve the Stuation the battaion
commander at once despatched an additional company. Due to the nature of the opposition and to
dlow theinfantry time to get firmly established, the artillery blocks of fire were continued on the same
areas until midnight. By then Seaforth of C., dthough il in contact with the enemy, were
severa-hundred yards beyond the river bank, while on their left L. Edmn R. were dowly gaining ground

againg gtiff resstance. (2 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 21 Oct 44)

138. By 0200 hours all the rifle companies of both battalions had completed the river crossing.
Already Sedaforth of C., having secured their first objective - the laterd road lying 300 to 400 yards
west of theriver, were thrugting forward dong the pardld roads leading towards the village of Pieve
Sedtina. The company on the left experienced little difficulty and shortly after 0600 hours reported the

road junction south of the village secured. On theright, however, at 0245 hours an enemy force
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congsting of three Mark V tanks, two self-propelled guns and about 30 infantry fiercely
counter-attacked the Seaforth of C. company as it neared the vicinity of Pieve Sestina. In the course of
the fighting that followed a private soldier, K.52880 Pte. Ernest Alvia Smith, by his"dogged
determination, outstanding devotion to duty and superb gdlantry™ greetly insinspired his comrades and

earned alarge share of the credit for the repulse of the enemy attacks.

Under heavy fire from the gpproaching enemy tanks Private Smith showing greet initiative and
inspiring leadership led his PIAT group of two men across an open field to a position from
which the PIAT could best be employed, Leaving one man on the weapon, Private Smith
crossed the road with a companion and obtained another PIAT. Almost immediately an
enemy tank came down the road filing its machine-guns dong the line of the ditches. Private
Smith's comrade was wounded. At arange of 30 ft and having to expose himsdlf to the full
view of the enemy, Private Smith fired the PIAT and hit the tank putting it out of action. Ten
German infantry immediately jumped off the back of the tank and charged him with
Schmeissers and grenades. Without hesitation Private Smith moved out onto the road and a
point blank range with his Tommy gun killed four Germans and drove the remainder back.
Almost immediately another tank opened fire and more enemy infantry closed in on Smith's
position. Obtaining some abandoned Tommy gun magazines from a ditch, he seadfastly held
his pogtion protecting his comrade and fighting the enemy with his Tommy gun until they finaly

gave up and withdrew in disorder.
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((H.S)173,063: V.C. Citations Canadian Army 1939 - 45)

Although one tank and two sdlf-propelled guns had now been destroyed the area was still being sept
with fire by another tank from longer range. Despite this Smith, having obtained shelter and medica ad
for his wounded comrades returned to his position beside the road to await a possible renewd of the
enemy attacks. But the enemy had had enough and made no further move. Pte Smith received the
coveted award of the Victoria Cross, the second such received by a member of 1 Cdn Inf Div since the
landing in Sicily. (lbid; 2 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 22 Oct 44; W.D., Seaforth

of C., 22 Oct 44)

139.  Onthebrigade left, during these early hours of 22 Oct, the Edmontons continued to press
dowly westwards in the direction of the Cesena - Ravennaroad. By 0450 hours they had reached
Cse Gentili (584096), a hamlet |ocated about 200 yards west of the Savio. Here, however, the enemy
put in a counter-attack and as a result, the Edmontons withdrew leaving a number of their men behind
as prisoners. Fortunately a second company had now arrived at Casa Pio (586097), a building lying
about 200 yards to the north-east. From Casa Pio, at O715 hours, the two companies put in an attack,

supported by artillery,™* and recaptured the hamlet, freeing the Edmontons held by the enemy and

1 The artillery unit concerned was 3 Medium Regiment Royd Artillery. Their Liaison Officer a
Headquarters 2 Cdn Inf Bde made the following report of this shoot:

At approx O700 hours 22 Oct 44 | received information that the inf had been
counter-attacked by enemy Inf and tanks at 584097, and forced to withdraw. They
asked for Medium fire to be brought down on the village before they attempted to
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taking 35 of the latter prisoner. (2 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 22 Oct 44; W.D.,

L. Edmn R., 22 Oct 44)

140. At 1000 hours, 22 Oct, the G.O.C. 1 Cdn Inf Div arrived at Brigade Headquarters to discuss
the bridging problem with Lt-Col Bogert. The Engineers had reported that neither bridging nor fording
was possible in the brigade sector due to the height of the banks, the prevailing high water level, and the
long muddy approaches. On the basis of thisinformation Lt-Col Bogert advised the G.O.C. that there
was no hope of getting supporting arms across the river for at least 24 hours. Reference was then
made to the Corps Commander, who ordered 2 Cdn Inf Bde to maintain its positions west of the river.
However, while the Divisona Commander was till a Brigade Headquarters, an officer of 145 Regt
R.A.C. camein with word of a possible crossing place some 2,000 yards downstream, near the village
of Borgo di Ronta (5912). Although the water gep at this Site, which lay west of the village, was 60,
good approaches existed on either Sde for the erection of aBailey bridge. Actudly the Borgo di Ronta
arealay in the New Zedand sector, athough, the New Zedanders, in preparation for their relief by 5

Can Armd Div (see para 162), had dready begun to withdraw their troops. Asimmediate action

recaptureit. | pointed out that it was a very close target but they said they appreciated
that and would lielow. | arranged for the Regt to fireasmall fire plan at O715 hours
and following this the place was retaken. On 23 Oct 44 Lt-Col Stone, the Bn Comd of
L.E.R. visited 2 Bde HQ and asked to see me. Hetold me that the Medium shoot on
"RAWTHEY" (584097) was marvellous and that when his company entered the village
the second time, the place was nearly flat and there were dozens of dead Boche there.

((H.S)142.11013(D1): 1 Cdn Army Group R.A. Report on Operation
"OLIVE": Appx C, Report of 3 Med Regt RA., sheet 9)
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appeared necessary the A/Brigade Commander ordered a company of Patricias, with atroop of tanks
in supports to move at once to a covering position in the vicinity of Borgo di Ronta. (2 Cdn Inf Bde

Report; W,D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 22 Oct 44)

141.  Inthe meantime the first steps had dready been taken to provide an dternate method of
getting badly needed supplies and ammunition into the bridgehead. An engineer party had gone down
to the river near the road junction 596109 to reconnoitre aSte for aferry crossng. The plan wasto
operate the service by winch and cable. During the morning, despite enemy shelling, assault boats and
a hdf-track vehicle equipped with awinch were brought forward and by |ate afternoon the service was
in operation. Once the assault boat began plying back and forth across the river the supply position
gradudly improved; stocks of ammunition and supplies were moved into the bridgehead and the
evacuation of casudties and prisoners begun (2 Can Inf Bde Report; W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde,

October 1944: Appx 1, 2 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 22 Oct 44)

142.  Although enemy activity in the Edmonton sector decreased somewnhat during the morning, the
danger of a counter-attack remained. Severa timesthe unit caled for artillery D.F. fire to come down
on enemy infantry and tank movement near the company areas. Unfortunatdly, owing to weether
conditions there was no close air support available on either 22 or 23 Oct. To the north, at 1130
hours, eements of Seaforth of C. reached the fina objective, the Cesena - Ravennaroad, at atrack
junction (576109) 500 yards south-west of Pieve Sestina. Shortly after, enemy infantry, supported by

tanks, put in astrong counter-attack. After abitter Struggle, the Seaforths, despite alack of adequate
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anti-tank weapons, succeeded in repulsing their attackers. (2 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W.D., G.S;, H.Q.1
Cdn Corps, October 1944: Appx 82 and 84, 1 Cdn Corps Ops Summaries Nos 30 and 31,

22-23 Oct 44; 2 Cdn Inf Bde Operations Log, 22 Oct 44)

143. At 2100 hours, 22 Oct, Lt-Col Bogert issued his orders for the seizing of a new bridgehead at
Borgo di Ronta. Theinitid assault would be made by the Patricias, followed by two companies of
West N.SR. Inthefirst phase, the intention was to form a bridgehead some 500 yards in depth,
extending, on the one hand, towards the Seaforth's right flanking positions and on the other,
downstream to the bend in the river south of the village of Ronta (5913). If this attack achieved
success a fourth company would pass through, directed on the village of Borgo Pieve Sestina (5712).
The operation, supported by an artillery fire plan on call, would begin at 2400 hours. Assault boats for
the crossing would be available in the event that wading should prove impossible. ™ In conjunction with
the West N.SRR. action, Seaforth of C. would push out their right flank and capture the Palazzo Foschi
(582114), alarge building 500 yards north-east of Pieve Sesting, while L. Edmn R. would continue
their attempts to reach their fina objective on the Cesena - Ravennaroad, the track junction 900
yards due west of Cse Gentili. (2.Cdn Inf Bde Report; W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 22 Oct 44; W.D.,
Seaforth of C., 22 Oct 44, W.D., L. Edmn R., 22 Oct 44; W.D., West N.SR., 22 Oct 44; 2 Cdn Inf

Bde Operations Log, 22 Oct 44)

2 Anentry inthe West N.SR. war diary indicates that P.P.C.L.I. found it necessary to use a
rope and assault boats in order to make the crossings but makes no mention, however, of the
method used by West N SR. (W D., West N.SR., 23 Oct 44)
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144. Moreran hed fdlen in the early evening, causing the dready swollen river to rise ill higher.
This and an enemy standing patrol, which had taken up position on the near sde of theriver, caused
somedelay. By O445 hours, 23 Oct, however the Patricias and one company of West N.SR. were
over theriver and advancing againgt heavy oppostion. Unfortunately, as the company commander of
P.P.C.L.I. had failed to cross with his company, communications between them and battalion
headquarters had broken down. By thistime the immediate vicinity of the ford was under heavy enemy
machine gunfire - the Germans know the place thoroughly from having used it themsalves, and o hed it
well covered by fire - and only a portion of the second West N.S.R. company reached the far bank.
During the remaining hours of darkness, fighting every step of the way, the West Novas and Petricias
pushed dowly forward. At 0805 hours, West N.S.R. reported their company on its objective
(587127) near the bend in therivers of Ronta. (2 Cdn Inf Bde Report; W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde 22

- 23 0ct 44; W.D., West N.S.R., 23 Oct 44; 2 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 23 Oct 44)

145.  Inthe meantime the movement of suppliesinto the main bridgehead had continued. 1n addition
to recelving ammunition and rations, L. Edmn R. had acquired two 2-pdr anti tank guns and three man-
packed medium machine guns, Seaforth of C. one 2-pdr gun.*®* A notable achievement of the ferry
service was the movement of ajeep over theriver on araft. During the night, the Seaforths, mesting

with only light opposition, occupied the Palazzo Foschia. Further south, near the main road, the

13 These gunswere "Littlgohns’ - a2-pdr gun with an attachment to increase the muzzle velocity.
(1 Cdn Inf Div Report Part 11). Thiswas their first reported usein 1 Can Corps sector. (W.D.,
G,S., H.Q. 1 Cdn; Corps, October 1944: Appx 82,1 Cdn Corps Ops Summary No, 30, 22
Oct 44).
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Edmontons after another unsuccessful attempt to reach their objective, decided to postpone the action
until they had the anti-tank gunsin position. (2 Cdn Ink Bde Report; W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde,

22-23 Oct 44; W.D., Seaforth of C., 23 Oct 44, W.D., L. Edmn R., 22 Oct 44)

146. At dawn on 23 Oct the Stuation in the bridgehead opposite Borgo di Ronta was most
unfavourable. The portion of the follow-up wave which had crossed had been forced to return to the
near bank. The Patricias, minus one platoon which had been cut off and overwhelmed, soon followed
the same course. By 0720 hours the West N.S.R. position north of the crossing-ste was dl that
remained of the bridgehead. For severd hours this company, dug in around afarmhouse 300 yards

west or the Savio, held on. Their podition was extremely precarious:

... edged in from three Sdes -- the enemy even worked up a sdf-propelled gun and some
infantry to agroup of buildings on the Savio bank at the company'sright rear. A1l the
German gunners concentrated ther fire upon the farmhouse, the key to the stuation in dl

ways, not least because it held the sgnalers and the lone 18" set which now comprised D"
company's sole link with the forces on the home side of the river. This dender link brought
powerful support, for as the German tanks and S.P. guns reveded themsdlves the F.O.0. was
ableto cal down a prompt and heavy fire from the Canadian artillery behind the Savio.
Nobody redlized this better than the German gunners and tank crews, hurriedly shifting from
one firing point to another, and a every opportunity they poured shells at the house. Asthe

morning went on the building became aruin with itstiles blown off and itswalls shot through
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and through, but by a miracle the radio set remained intact and so did the sgndlers who stuck
to their posts with grim resolution. (One of these men, Pte Alan E. Minard, was later awarded
the Military Medd for his devotion to duty.) Findly, when the house was tumbling about their

ears, Mg or Rhodes ordered the radio set to be moved into the shelter of a shell-hole outside.

(Raddall, Thomas H. "West Novas',

p. 242)

At length, the A/Brigade Commander, since the company was running low in ammunition and because
the present position was not providing cover for bridging operations, requested and received
permission from the G.O.C. to withdraw. Under cover of a smoke screen, West N.S.R. broke
contact, and by 1130 hours the complete company had reached the east bank of the Savio. (2 Cdn

Inf Bde Report; W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 23 Oct 44; W.D., West N.S.R., 23 Oct 44)

147.  Early that morning (23 Oct), the Corps Commander arrived at Headquarters 1 Cdn Inf Div,
where he learned of the failure of the West N.S.R, attack, and that Genera V okes proposed making a
second attempt, using the same troops, during the afternoon.  After some discussion, however, it was
decided to postpone it and put in another attack later using fresh troops. On his return to Headquarters
1 Cdn Corps, Generd Burns spoke on the telephone with the Army Commander concerning the
current Stuation. Generd McCreery informed Generd Burnsthat he did not wish to commit 1 Cdn Inf

Div to another brigade operation. For the present the Division was to concentrate on maintaining the
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bridgehead established by Seaforth of C and L. Edmn R. So soon as the bridging position in the 4 Brit
Inf Div sector permitted tanks would be able to move into the Pieve Sestina positions via that route.*
Over the rest of the Corps front operations were, in the main, to be confined to active patrolling. Inthe
centre, where 5 Cdn Armd Div had now relieved 2 N.Z. Div (see pare 162), a reconnaissance of the
river would be made in preparation for acrossng. Asthe enemy troops opposing this divison were
not congdered to be of ahigh cdibre, the Army Commander thought a foothold on the west bank might

be easily gained in this sector. (Burns Diary, 23 Oct 44)

148.  Accordingly, the plan to erect a bridge at Borgo di Ronta was abandoned. Headquarters 1
Cdn Inf Div now ordered 2 Cdn Inf Bde to concentrate dl its efforts on strengthening its present
bridgehead. To thisend, at 1430 hours Lt-Col Bogert issued orders to his advanced battalions to
consolidate the positions then held and to patrol vigoroudy to ascertain if the enemy was atempting to
disengage. The P.P.C.L.I. wereto crosstheriver at 1800 hours, take up position behind Seaforth of
C. and L. Edmn R. and be prepared to exploit forward should the Stuation warrant it. (W.D., H.Q. 2

Cdn Inf Bde, 23 Oct 44)

149.  During the day, gpart from artillery and mortar fire, there was little enemy activity opposte 2
Cdn Inf Bde. In the late afternoon the shelling of the river area decreased and the engineers were able

to start work on the Martorano crossing (591104). Using bulldozers to push down the banks, by

14 Since 21 Oct 4 Brit Inf Div had had an Ark bridge in use and tanks were operating west of the
river (see para 152).
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0300 hours on 24 Oct they had a 60-foot Class 9 F.B.E. ready for the passage of jeeps, carriers and
anti-tank guns. Due to the steep exit, it was necessary to winch each vehicles up the far bank. Despite
this handicap, by firg light, a considerable quantity of guns, vehicles, ammunition and supplies had
reached the forward troops. In 3 Cdn Inf Bde sector on the 23rd, the engineers commenced work on
the erection of a 150-foot high level T.S. Bailey.*® (R.C.E. 1 Cdn Inf Div Report; W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn

Inf Bde, 23-24 Oct 44; W.D., 3 Fd Coy R.C.E., 24 Oct 44)

150. At about 1900 hours, 23 Oct, information was received at Headquarters 1 Cdn Corps
indicating that 1 Para Div, the enemy formation astride Route 9, was preparing to withdraw and that
probably the whole enemy line would go back beyond the Bevano River. Accordingly the divisons
under command were warned to be prepared to follow any such movement closdly. During the night,
except in the north, the enemy drew back from the line of the Savio. Early in the morning of 24 Oct the
pursuit to regain contact got under way and formations of both 1 Cdn Corps and 5 Corps made
considerable advances. (Burns Diary, 23 Oct 44; W.D., G.S. Branch, H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, October

1944: Appx 89, Ops Summary No. 32, 24 Oct 44)

151.  On250Oct Lt-Col Bogert received a specid message of congratulation from the Army

Commander:

5 Work on this bridge was abandoned the same evening in favour of alow level 60-ft D.S.
Bailey to be erected just north of the railway bridge at Cesena. This was completed at 0230
hours 25 Oct (R.C.E. 1 Cdn Inf Div Report)
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Dear Bogert

My very best congratulationsto you and dl your officers and Men for the
splendid fight you have carried out to capture and hold your important bridgehead over the
SAVIO. | am convinced that your battle has been the most important factor in forcing the
enemy to withdraw, and your bridgehead has been of the greatest assstanceto 5 Corps. The
way your Brigade secured a big bridgehead, smashed al enemy counter attacks, and
surmounted dl the difficulties or having no bridge behind was magnificent. The fighting spirit,
determination and enterprise of everyone were outstanding, and great endurance was shown.
The battle has been a great example or how determined well trained infantry can destroy
enemy tanks with their own wegpons. | congratulate too your supporting artillery which must
have done fine work in helping to defend the bridgehead. Y ou have inflicted heavy casudties

on the enemy, and have captured alarge number or prisoners from one of hisbest divisons.

Wil done indeed. All good luck.

Y ours Sncerdy

R.L. McCreery

(W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, October 1944: Appx 34)
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THE OPERATIONS OF 5 CORPS, 20 - 24 OCT 44

152.  As5 Corps approached the Savio on 19 Oct it brought up a fresh formation and effected the
relief of itsright flanking divison. Thisrdlief, in which 46 Brit Inf Div was replaced by 4 Brit Inf Div,
was completed late on 19 Oct; the troops which entered Cesena the following day, however, were
actudly battaions of the former divisons which remained under command 4 Brit Inf Div for that
purpose. In the early morning of 20 Oct troops of the latter formation put in a surprise attack south of
Cesena and gained afooting west of theriver. By nightfdl, despite determined enemy efforts againd it
the brigades concerned, 12 Brit Inf Bde, had considerably strengthened its podition. Fortunately the
wesgther remained good and the Air Force was able to provide close support. On the following day the
enemy laid down a heavy atillery barrage on the areawhich, while it delayed the bridging operations,
did not prevent the movement of additiona troopsinto the bridgehead. By firg light (21 Oct) the
engineers had positioned an Ark bridge and tanks were beginning to move forward to the support of
theinfantry. Aided by these the 12 Brit Inf Bde units repelled three enemy counter-attacks during the
morning. All attempts to advance, however, met with strong enemy resistance and during the next two
daysthere was little change in the Stuation. Despite enemy shdling of the river areg, the engineers
carried on and during this period congtructed two class 2 rafts and commenced the erection of aBailey
bridge. By firgt light on 24 Oct four infantry battalions and approximately three squadrons of tanks were
operating west of the Savio in this sector. ((H.S.)224CI.013(D12): Extracts from Eighth Army Weekly

Summary or Ops. For week Ending 24 Out 44 and 4 British Div Ops from Cesenato R. Ronco - 19

Oct to 26 Oct 44)
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153. Meanwhile 10 Ind Div was repegting its previous tactics in the foothills to the south. During
20 Oct thisdivison secured two widely separated bridgeheads over the Savio, one lying due west of
Roversano (5610), the other some seven miles further upstream near Cedlla(5591). On the night 21/22
Oct the divison put in atwo-pronged attack directed on the high ground a Monte Cavalo (5099) and
Tessdlo (5002), and by dawn on 23 Oct it had cleared the Germans from the Monte Cavallo feature.
That night the right flanking brigade of the division attacked and captured Monte dei Feriti (5202), a
commanding festure some two miles north of Monte Cavdlo. 10 Ind Div was now firmly established
on the southern end of the Watershed between the valeys of the Savio and the Ronco. With his Savio
line outflanked the enemy had no choice but to withdraw. Thus it wasthat 4 Brit Inf Div, attacking

from its Cesena bridgehead on 24 Oct met with comparatively light oppostion. (Eighth Army - The

Gothic Line and Romagna Battles. p. 67; The Tiger Triumphs, p.148)

154.  Preceded by a heavy atillery barrage, 12 Brit Inf Bde began its attack at 0530 hours 24 Oct.
Although the attacking troops ran into scattered pockets of resistance they made such good progress
that during the afternoon the divison moved up 10 Brit Inf Bde and continued the advance on a
two-brigade front. Not until it reached Bertinoro (5008) and the lower dopes of Monte Maggio
(5007) did 4 Brit Inf Div encounter any giff opposition. By thistime, however, substantia support for
the forward brigades was crossing the Savio viaa Class 9 Bailey, an F.B.E, Class 9 and one Ark.
During the 25th the division occupied Bertinoro and light eements pushed on towards the Ronco. As

these approached theriver, late in the afternoon (25 Oct); they saw the main bridge, which carried

116 Report 25



Route 9, blown up. That night troops of 10 Ind Div reached the river north and south of Meldola

(4506). (Eighth Army - The Gathic Line and Romagna Baitles, p. 68; 4 Brit Inf Div op cit)

THE PURSUIT TO THE RONCO - 1 CDN INF DIV, 24 - 26 OCT 44

157. Early on 24 Oct it became gpparent that the enemy opposite 1 Cdn Inf Div was quietly
disengaging. At 0415 hoursaWest N.S.R. patrol to Borgo Pieve Sestinareported it clear of the
enemy. Shortly afterwards L. Edmn R. occupied without difficulty the long-contested road junction on
the Cesena - Ravennaroad. By now P.P.C.L.l. were completely across the river and in position
behind the forward battalions. Accordingly Lt-Col Bogert issued orders a 0830 hours for the Petricias
to take up the pursuit. Throughout the morning the battalion moved steadily forward and by 1325
hours the leading companies were on the crossroads (565105) over a mile to the south-west of Pieve
Segtina. Here they linked up with a squadron of tanks from 145 Regt R.A.C. and atroop of M.IO's
which had passed the Savio earlier in the morning viaa4 Brit Inf Div bridge at Cessna. From the
crossroads P.P.C.L.I. continued the advance in a north-westerly direction towards the village of
Provezza. By midnight one company had consolidated a position around aroad junction (553126)
500 yards north of the village. Patrols returning, shortly after midnight, reported that for some distance
ahead the front was clear with no sign of the enemy anywhere. On receipt of thisinformation Lt-Col
R.P. Clark, the commanding officer of the Patricias, informed the Brigade Commander that he intended

sending a patrol to the smdl village of Volturona (532136), on the Bevano River, during the night. In
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anticipation of apossble quick crossing of theriver a this point, Lt-Col Bogert sent forward an Ark

and abulldozer. (W.D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 24 Oct 44 and Appx 1, Operations Log, 24 Oct 44)

156.  Ontheleft 3 Cdn Inf Bde moved one battalion west of the Savio during the morning of 24 Oct
and joined in the chase to the Bevano. Since 21 Oct, this brigade, positioned aong the river between 2
Cdn Inf Bde and the northern outskirts of Cesena, had been engaged mainly in patrol activity. By
dawn on 24 Oct, however, it became obvious, from the practically unopposed advance being made on
the right and |eft, that the chief obstacle to awestward advance by 3 Cdn Inf Bde was the river itself.
Accordingly, Brigade Headquarters placed Carlt & Y ork R. on one hour's notice as of O900 hours.
With itsimmediate objectives the first three road and rail crossings (map squares 5808, 5709, 5609)
the unit would begin its advance from the vicinity of the railway bridge. If it proved impossble to make
the passage on the river at this point, Carlt & York R. would move south and crossin 12 Brit Inf Bde's
sector. Just north of the railway bridge (588084), the Engineers planned to congtruct a Class 12 Bailey
(seefootnote p. 62). Since this would not be completed until some time during the night 24/25 Oct,
Lt-Col JV. Allard, D.S.0., commanding R. 22e R., volunteered, as an interim measure, to build a
bridge near the same location using only his battalion resources, Despite some scepticism on the part of
the Engineersthis bridge was ready for the passage of jegps by 1700 hours. (W.D., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf
Bde, 24 Oct 44; (H.S.) 234C1.013(D7): 3 Cdn Inf Bde Operationsin Italy, 17-28 Oct 44; Webb op

at)
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157.  Calt & York R. moved off a 0930 hours, 24 Oct, and haf an hour later the leading troops
reported a safe crossing with no sign of the enemy. In the absence of opposition, despite a swift current,
the fording operation went well, and by early afternoon the complete unit had shifted to west of the
Savio. By thistime, 1420 hours, the leading company, moving dong the railway, had secured dl three
of theroad and rail crossings. In front and to the flanks patrols were operating and at 1825 hours one of
these established contact with the patricias main body. Earlier, on orders from Brigade Headquarters,
aganding patrol had been dispatched to Diegaro (5509), avillage on Route 9. During the afternoon
essentia unit vehicles and supporting ams for Carlt & York R. moved forward by way of abridgein
the 12 Brit Inf Bde sector. At midnight Carlt & York R. had its leading sub-unit gpproaching the most
westerly of theroad and rall crossings north of Diegaro, while the standing patrol mentioned above was
inthe village itsdlf. The battalion mail body lay astride the railway some 3,000 yardsto the rear. It was
the battalion intention to probe forward dong the railway during the night asfar as the road crossing,

lying just east of the Bevano River. (3 Cdn Inf Bde Report, op cit; W.D., Carlt & York R. 24 Oct 44)

158.  Ealy onthefollowing day (25 Oct) the forward battalions of both brigades reached the line of
the Bevano River. On the left the enemy brought down light artillery fire on troops of Carlt & York R.
in the vicinity of the rallway bridge. By 1020 hours the unit had secured its first objective beyond the
river, aroad junction (529126) about 800 yards north of the railway crossing. On their right a
company of the Patricias which had crossed the Beveno at Volturona, was now moving pardld to and
about 1000 yards north of Carlt & York R. During the same morning the engineers began bridging

operations a Volturona Asaresult of their efforts an Ark bridge was in position by midday. (3 Cdn
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Inf Bde Report; W.Ds., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde, H.Q., 2 Cdn Inf Bde, Carlt & York R., and P.P.C,L.I.

25 Oct 44)

159.  During the afternoon the Patricias, patrolling forward towards San Leonardo (5015), made
their first contact with the enemy. At a crossroads, about one mile south-east of the village, the patrol
observed severa enemy vehicles. In response to arequest from the Petricias, the artillery engaged the
place and the enemy withdrew unscathed. On Route 9 a patrol from Carlt & York R. which entered
Forlimpopoli a 1600 hours, reported it clear of the enemy. That evening 1 Cdn Inf Div instructed 2
and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes to close up to the line of the Ronco River and patrol across to maintain contact; but
no main bodies were to move west of the river. (W.D. (G. Ops) H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Div October 1944:
Appx 72, (G Ops) Ops Log, 25 Oct 44; W.Ds, H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde, H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde, P.P.CL.I.,

and Carlt & York R., 25 Oct 44)

160.  Resuming the pursuit a 2030 hours, P.P.C.L.I. passed through San Leonardo without further
sgn of the enemy and by midnight were 1000 yards beyond this village. During the night both
battalions pushed steadily forward. In the early hours of the morning (26 Oct), they reported their fina
objectives secured - P.P.C.L.I. a O350 hoursand Carlt & York R. at O430 hours. On the left Carlt
& York R. were up to the Ronco from the railway north aong the river road for 1000 yards to the
building Casa Mdtoni (478162). Further aong the same road between Casa Zambdli (479164) and
Casa Gramiacci (485173) lay the forward companies of P.P.C.L.I. Both units had a once patrolled to

the river bank on their respective fronts but were unable to cross due to the speed of the current.
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Although the enemy was in evidence on the west bank, gpart from an interchange of sniping and some
shdling, al was quiet. Peatrolsto the north in the area of Bagnolo (4818), and Pieve Quinta (5219)
returned with nothing to report except civilian tales of enemy activity in the country gtill further to the

north. (lbid, 26 Oct)

161.  During 24 and 25 Oct the two reserve battaions of 3 Cdn Inf Bde had moved forward in
echelon by bounds, R. 22e R. and West N.SR. in that order. Shortly after midnight, 25 Oct, the R.
22e R. took up position north of Forlimpopoli and the railroad (map squares 5013 - 5014). A few
hours earlier West N.SR. had completed their final bound and now occupied a sector north of the
rallway extending east and west of the Bevano River. In the case of 2 Cdn Inf Bde the pursuit to the
Ronco was a one-battaion affair, the other two units, L. Edmn R. and Seaforth of C., taking no part in
the operation. (3 Cdn Inf Bde Report; | Cdn Inf Div OpsLog op cit., 24-26 Oct 44) At 0900 hours,
26 Oct both brigades were ordered to stand fast and maintain contact by active patrolling to the river.
This condition was to continue until 12 Lancers completed their take over of 1 Cdn Inf Div sector.

(Ibid, 26 Oct 44)

OPERATIONS OF 5CDN ARMD DIV AT THE SAVIO AND BEVANO RIVERS,
22-26 OCT 44
162.  Inthe meantime command of the right corps sector had changed hands. The relief began at
1715 hours, 22 Oct, when 11 Cdn Inf Bde effected the relief of 4 N.Z. Armd and 6 N.Z. Inf Brigades.

At 0600 hours the following day 5 Cdn Armd Div assumed command of the whole front from the
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boundary with 1 Cdn Inf Div near Borgo at Ronta to the seg, for at the same time Cumberland Force
came from under direct command 1 Cdn Corpsto under 5 Cdn Armd Div. (W.D., G.S. Branch, H.Q.
5 Cdn Armd Div, 23 Oct 44; W.D. H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 22 Oct 44). In accordance with the wishes
of the Army Commander (see para 147) 5 Cdn Armd Div was ingructed to clear the enemy from the
area east of the Savio and probe the line of the river for likely crossing-places. 1t was not anticipated
that in carrying out these tasks the divison would become involved in any heavy fighting. At thistime
the armoured division was holding the forward line with two brigades up. On the left 11 Cdn Inf Bde,
with its three battaions disposed in ling, lay along the Cesenalatera between Ronta (5912) and Borgo
Pipa (5916) with Perth R. near Ronta, Ir. R.C. around Borgo Pipa and midway between them C.B.
Highrs near the village of S. Martino in Fiume (5915). Cumberland Force, & thistime, had its left flank
near the Savio a Cadtiglione di Cervia, but itsright at Cerviawas il some distance from theriver,

(Cumberland Force; W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde, October 1944: Appx 11, Ops Log, 22 Oct 44).

163.  Onthefallowing morning (24 Oct), Mg-Gen. B.M. Hoffme ter, the G.O.C. 5 Cdn Armd
Div, visted Headquarters 11 Cdn Inf Bde and discussed with the Brigade Commander the plan of
operations for the day. In view of the enemy withdrawa from in front of 1 Cdn Inf Div and 5 Corpsthe
limitation of the brigade role to patrol and reconnaissance would no longer apply. Instead Ir R.C.
would cross the Savio during the morning near the demolished road bridge east of the village of Mensa
(5917) and establish abridgehead. C.B. Highrswould follow the Irish over the river pass through them
and extend the lodgment area. Bridging operations a the Mensa crossing would begin immediately.

(W.D., H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde, 24 Oct 44).
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164.  Onthe previous night, 23/24 Oct, a patrol from Ir R.C. swam the river near the road bridge,
entered the village of Mensa, and found it clear of the enemy. The same patrol reported that assault
boats and rafting equipment would be necessary for an infantry crossing. On the bagis of this report the
required items of equipment were ordered forward. At 1300 hours al wasin readiness and the
ferrying of the Irish over the Savio commenced. No opposition whatsoever was encountered and by
1800 hours three companies of Ir R.C. werein the Mensaarea. Class 5 rafts were soon in operation
and three anti-tank guns were ferried to the west bank. It wasin the course of moving these guns that
the unit had its only casudties of theriver operation. One of the guns, while being man-handled up the
west bank, struck a German boxmine and blew up, killing or injuring 13 men. By 2114 hours the unit
was in afirm pogtion with two companies forward of Mensaand one in the village itsdf. In addition
the fourth company supported by a squadron of 8 N.B.H., was affording protection to the bridging
operations from pogtions on the east bank. During the evening an Irish patrol reached the Cessna
Ravennaroad and on their return reported the road linking the main road with Mensa muddy but
serviceable and fit for two-way traffic. This patrol was shelled by atillery but saw no other sgns of the

enemy. (11 Cdn Inf Bde OpsLog, 24 Oct 44; W.D., Ir R.C., 24 Oct 44)

165.  During the morning the engineer reconnaissance party discovered an old German military
bridge (590142) 3000 yards upstream from Mensa near the village of Bagnolo (5814). Although the
bridge itself had been demolished, the approaches were gill good. It was now decided to erect a
second Bailey at this Ste during the night (24/25 Oct). Accordingly 11 Cdn Inf Bde dtered its plan

dightly and ordered Perth R. to cross the Savio and form a bridgehead covering the Bagnolo site.
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Perth R. moved up to the river and at 2130 hours the first assault boat was launched. Once again there
was no sgn of the enemy and the boats plied the river without interruption. By midnight the unit had dl
three companiest® in position in the vicinity of Bagnolo covering the bridging Ste. During the night
patrols went forward to the Cesena - Ravennaroad but found nothing to report. At midnight the
engineers- 1 Fd Sgn R.C.E. a Mensaand 14 Fd Coy R.C.E. a Bagnolo - began work on the Bailey
bridges. Both were completed on 25 Oct, the Mensa bridge at 1550 hours, that a Bagnolo, an hour
later. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 24-25 Oct 44; W.D., H.Q. R.C.E. 5 Cdn Armd Div, 24 Oct 44 and

Appx 3, Intelligence Log, 24-25 Oct 44; W.D., Perth R., 24 Oct 44)

166.  Intheearly morning of 25 Oct, C.B. Highrs crossed the river and took up positions west of
the village of Mensa at the"T" junction on the Cesena - Ravennaroad, 11 Cdn Inf Bde now intended
to push on to the Bevano River on atwo-battalion front. C.B. Highrs were to move due west and seize
afoothold on the far bank in the vicinity of the road-bridge, (554186) a distance of about one and one
haf miles. On their right Ir R.C, would move northward aong the Cesena - Ravennaroad with its fina
objective the bridge carrying that route over the Bevano. In reserve would be Perth R., occupying the

positions presently held by C.B. Highrs, (11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 25 Oct 44; W.D.Oct 44).

167.  Shortly after midday both battalions moved off and reached their respective objectives late

that afternoon. Both bridges had of course been demolished by the enemy. Once again the only

16 Only three companies were engaged in this operation, the fourth having passed to under
command Cumberland Force that morning (see para 169).

124 Report 25



obgtecle to the free forward movement of the units wasin the form of mines and demolitions. During
the evening alarge number of Partisans, equipped with German weapons, arrived inthe Ir R.C. area.
They had marched from Ravenna that day and they claimed that there were no Germansthis side of
Ravennaand only afew smdl partiesin the town itsdf. Meanwhile aplatoon of C.B. Highrs had
crossed the Bevano and taken up a position just west of the river near the fork in the road (551188).
In the course of the night (25/26 Oct) dthough both units patrolled extensvely, nothing of interest

occurred. (11 Cdn Inf Bde Ops Log, 25 Oct 44; W.D., C.B. Highrs, 25 Oct 44; W.D., 25 Oct 44)

168.  To return to Cumberland Force, now operating under direct command 5 Cdn Armd Div. By
22 Oct this force had occupied Cervia on the coast and inland it was approaching the Savio at
Cadtiglione di Cervia. On the following day, due to a number of enemy machine gun posts and infantry
pockets which were encountered, only dight progress was made. At last light 27 Lancers reached the
outskirts of Cadtiglione, but were unable to enter the town itsdlf, to which the enemy was sill holding
firmly. Patrols from this unit remained in contact with the enemy during the night, But on the right
patrols of 3 Cdn Armd Recce Regt in the area south of the Savio lost touch. Throughout the period of
darkness the enemy brought down heavy mortar fire on the 27 Lancers positions, (Cumberland Force;

W.D. H,Q. 5 Cdn Armd Bde, 23 Oct 44; W.D. 3 Cdn Armd Recce Regt, 23 Oct 44)

169.  On 24 Oct the German grip on the sector loosened, and both units moved up to the line of the
Savio. During the day a squadron of G.G.H.G. operating on Route 16 had a short engagement with an

enemy platoon post and suffered some casudties. The fight ended with the gppearance of two
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Sherman tanks, which fired on the enemy post at 150 yards range and inflicted a number of casudties.
At 2100 hours"A" Coy Perth R., which had come under command G.G.H.G. that morning, relieved
the squadron on Route 16. Across the river from 27 Lancers the enemy was till in evidence. For thelr
part the Lancers spent the day establishing firm postions on the east bank of the Savio and in mopping
up the town of Cadtiglione di Cervia. Their entry into the town that morning had been the sgnd for the
Germansto give it agood pounding with artillery. (Cumberland Force; (H.S.) 244C5.013(D7):

Operationa History of Governor General's Horse Guards, October 1944)

170. Onthefollowing day (25 Oct) the enemy again withdrew and both units of Cumberland Force
crossed the Savio without opposgition. The Perths, with G.G.H.G. moving over theriver near the village
of Savio, advanced straight up Route 16 to within 400 yards of the Bevano River before regaining
contact. Here the advance bumped into German machine gun positions and came to a hdt. That night
(25/26 Oct) however, the company of Perths waded the Bevano and seized afoothold on the far bank
adtride Route 16. On the left 27 Lancers had made dightly better progress. In the complete absence
of resstance advanced eements of this unit were able to cross the Bevano &t the Ponte della Vecchia
(588213) one and one haf miles to the north-west of Castiglione. (Cumberland Force; W.D, H.Q. 5

Cdn Armd Bde, 25 Oct 44; W,D., G.G.H.G,, 25 Oct 44)

171.  Theonly enemy activity dong the 5 Cdn Armd Div front during 26 Oct was on Route 16 west
of the Bevano. Here an enemy patrol of about 30 men attacked the Perth positions. At a cost to

themsalves of only one man wounded the Perths threw off the assault killing four of the Germans and
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taking two prisoners. During the day patrols of 11 Cdn Inf Bde operating in the country between the
Bevano and the Ronco found no sign of the enemy. (W.D., Perth R., October 1944: Appx 9, The
Operations of "A" Coy u/c Cumberland Force; (H.S.) 224CI.013(D13): Bi-monthly Summary of Ops
of 1 Cdn Corps, 16-31 Oct 44; (H.S.) 224C1.013(D14): 1 Cdn Corps Ops Summary No. 34, 26

Oct 44)

THE RELIEF OF 1 CDN CORPS, 28 OCT 44

172.  Heavy rains and winds on the night 25/26 Oct and the following day, brought flood conditions
to the Cumberland Force sector and washed out the Savio bridges along the whole of the Corps front.
All the Canadian Corps traffic had now to proceed viathe 5 Corps bridge at Cesena. For three days
this bridge, a Bailey over the one blown span of an old Roman bridge, was the main supply link for both
Corps. Inhisaccount of bridging operations over the Savio, Lt-Col Webb, C.R.E. 1 Cdn Inf Div,

givesthefollowing description of the events of 26 Oct:

...oy 0800 hours the water wasrising rapidly. In three quarters of an hour it came up over the
top of the bridge and washed out the decking. The bridge itsdlf started to twist and turn, and

rolled three or four hundred yards down the river.Y” Therain continued al day.

17 Thiswasthe Bally bridge at 588084 referred to earlier in this report (para 156)
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At the same time that the Bailey bridge went out an infantry officer reported that
the F.B.E, bridge was going.*® 1 Fd Coy was sent down immediately to try to yank it out
before the water came up over it. Asthey cane up to it the water was coming up over the
ramps and before they could do any work, the whole bridge broke loose and went down the

river.

Meanwhile 5 Cdn Armd Div bridges were faring as badly as ours. They accused
us of sabotaging their first bridge, saying that a hay stack, adead ox and our F.B.E. hit it &t the

sametime, and the find straw was our F.B.E.

An atempt was made to fill in the dyke on the near Sde of the river, for we had
breached it in order to make an approach to the Bailey bridge. By the time we could get a
bulldozer on the job, the water was up to the leve of the bottom of the dyke. We did manage
to get the gap filled in to the height of 5 ft, but further up the dyke had been damaged by the
Germans, o the water flowed in behind the dyke, making our work usdess. Shortly after this

there was a raging torrent 300 yds wide on the wrong side of the tyke.

Before dark that night the weter in the river was 18 ft high.

18 TheF.B.E. was a Martorano (591104) (see para 149)
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All the bridging equipment resources of 1 Cdn Corps had used in these bridging
operations acrossthe R. SAVIO,..., yet no bridges withstood the tide. During the last 2,000
yearsthe natives of ITALY have built good and numerous bridges, but never have they
bridged the R. SAVIO in the 7 mile stretch from CESSNA north to MENSA... Thisthe Cdns

attempted to do, and failed.

(Webb)

Asaresult of the bad wesather the relief of 1 Cdn Corps was postponed for 24 hours, from O600
hours 27 Oct to 1200 hours 28 Oct. (1 Cdn Corps Operations. Appx R, 1 Cdn Corps Messages,

25-26 Oct 44)

173.  Inthe meantime the front remained tic, the only activity congsting of long range patralling in
the area north of the exposed right flank of 1 Cdn Inf Div between the Bevano and the Ronco. A
patrol from Ir R.C., operating in conjunction with the Partisans, reached the Ronco opposite Coccolia
(4924). At this place they found a demolished bridge and ariver over 100 yardsin width. During the
night 27/28 Oct an Irish and Partisan patrol ambushed atroop of enemy armoured cars outside San
Fietro in Vincoali (5225). Thiswas amost successful affair, one of the armoured cars being destroyed,
a German officer killed and severd of the enemy taken prisoner. Apart from incidents of thistype, the

remaining hours in the line were very quiet dong the whole of the Corpsfront. (The Gothic Line Battle;
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W.D., G.S. Branch, H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, October 1944 Appx 103-104, 1 Cdn Corps Ops Summaries

Nos. 36-37, 27-28 Oct 44)

174.  At1200 hours, 28 Oct. 5 Cdn Armd Div handed over its operationd commitments in the
sector from the mouth of the Savio to the Ronco a Bagnolo to the task force "Porterforce’. Thisforce,
which took its name from its commanding Officer, Lt-Col A.M. Horsbrugh-Porter of 27 Lancers
congsted of 27 Lancers, the G.G.H.G. and gppropriate supporting arms. Upon the withdrawa of 1
Cdn Corpsthe group was to come under direct command of Eighth Army. At the sametime 12
Lancers, operating under command of 5 Corps, relieved 1 Cdn Inf Div in its pogitions dong the Ronco
between Bagnolo and Route 9. Thereupon 1 Cdn Corps, with the exception of Canadian units

included in "Porterforce”, passed into Eighth Army resarve.l® (The Gothic Line Baitle, and Appx R.,

1 Cdn Corps Messages, 25-26 Oct 44)

IN CONCLUSION

175.  With thewithdrawa of 1 Cdn Corpsinto the rest areas on the Adriatic coast Operation
"OLIVE" cameto an end. During the last thirty-three days of this operation the formations under
command 1 Cdn Corps had made an advance of approximatdy 23 miles, involving the crossng of

severd mgor water obstacles and numerous smal streams and rivers; this under weather conditions

¥ In addition to G.G.H.G., the Canadian e ement of Porterforce consisted initialy of 2 Fd Regt
R.CAA.,, 5Med Regt R.C.A. and 12 Fd Coy R.C.E. (The Gothic Line Bétle).
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which were seldom good and at times turned the whole country into a sea of mud and even the smaller
riversinto raging torrents. Fortunately, due to the outflanking movements of the higher and drier |eft
wing of Eighth Army, casudty figures were rdaively smdl (see Appx "B"). On only two occasonsdid
the Canadian brigades have more than one battalion committed at any one time in anything more than
light encounters with enemy rearguards. Thefirst of these was the 12 Cdn Inf Bde action at the Uso

River, and the second the battle of 2 Cdn Inf Bde for its Savio bridgehead.

176.  Although the nature of the terrain provided the other arms and services with ample cause for

complaint, thiswas not the case with the signals. Both 5 Cdn Inf Div and 1 Cdn Inf Div spesk of

wireless communications as being good. A report made by the latter formation Sates:

Thetotally flat, waterlogged character of the terrain provided ided facilities for wireless

communication which worked well throughott.

((H.S) 234C1.013(D7): 1 Cdn Inf Div Communications during the Advance from the

Fumicino to the Ronco)

In the same report it pointed out that the drop ditches characteristic of the landscape provided excellent

protection for the linesif the joints were kept above the water level.
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177. A feature of these operations was the unusudly large number of guns and mortars which the
enemy concentrated on 1 Cdn Corps front.* Asaresult, a Headquarters R.C.A. 5 Cdn Armd Div,
steps were taken to improve the system of countering hostile battery and mortar fire. It was made the

respongbility of the headquarters staff to see that:

0] Shelreps and moreps™ werein fact passed quickly and correctly.

(1) The unit or fmn concerned was advised at the earliest possible moment of the

counter measures being carried out...

20 According to areport made by Headquarters R.C.A. 1 Cdn Corps on operations, 25 Aug to
28 Oct, enemy H.E. atillery fire caused 58.7% of "own cas' during the period as compared to
11.7% from smdl arms and 7.1% from mortar fire. The report continues:

If these casudty figures are accurate, it would appear that one of the two following
dternatives must be taken in future:

(& Haveapre-H Hr C.B. plan using al or the mgority of the arty and (a)large
proportion of the amn available.

(b) Allot avery much higher proportion of the Arty and amn to C.B.

((H.S) 224C1.2013(D2): R.C.A.1 Cdn Corps Report on Operations during period 25
Aug - 28 Out 44, Appx "B")

2L Immediate reports of enemy artillery and mortar fire submitted to counter-bombardment staff
normally through artillery channds of communication and designed to asss in the location of
hodtile guns and mortars. They included such information as time and duration of fire, direction
of fire, type of projectile and target area.
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(i) Some definite action was taken againgt every H.B. which could be heard shelling
any part of the Div area. To accomplish thisit was made adrill to cal regts or
bdes whenever hostile firing was heard, to seek out shelreps or moreps rather
than wait for them to be submitted. ((H.S.) 1244C5.013(D7): R.C.A. 5 Cdn

Armd Div Opsfrom R. Metauro to R. Savio, 23 Aug 44 to 28 Oct 44)

However, it would not be sufficient if this more pogtive attitude existed only at divisond leve:

All gnr offrs, regardless of their locations in action, were impressed with the need of (i)
adopting an aggressive rather than apassive "counter” attitude and (ii) for taking definite action
to ascertain and pass to those concerned the infm required concerning enemy shelling and

mortaring.

(Ibid)

178.  Beyond the Fumioino enemy artillery and mortars were again very active requiring an intensve
use of counter measures. Throughout these actions widespread harassing fire was carried out to
hamper the enemy'swithdrawd. Of the fire plans arranged in support of the infantry, the report by the

C.RA. 1CdnInf Div gates.
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The few fire plans arranged were of the concentration type designed to neutraize and destroy
known enemy strong points. Fexibility and smplicity were the principa congderations of
these plansin order to enable the infanteer (Sc) to exercise control of the artillery support. (1

Cdn Inf Div Report Part 11)

About thet time 1 Cdn Inf Div indituted adight change of policy in the use of anti-tank wegpons. It
was decided that, if other equipments were available these guns would not be brought forward for use

inasniping or harassng role. In hisreport the C.R.A., 1 Cdn Inf Div writes:

| felt that this policy was judtified as we should not risk vauable equipment and highly trained

personne to carry out tasks for which other equipments had been designed.

(Ibid)

179.  Air support, during the period, due to the bad weather and ground conditions resulting

therefrom, was of an intermittent nature. An articlein the R.A.F. Mediterranean Review gates:

The deterioration in the weether greetly restricted the air operations in support of our ground
forcesin the Adriatic sector. With the break-through a RIMINI, however, far fewer close
support targets were available for the D.A.F. fighter-bombers and our advancing forces for a

time no longer needed air attacks on a blitz scale to wear down enemy resistance. A better
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dividend was now paid by attacks on the enemy’ s communications to hinder his movement,

re-grouping, and bringing up of supplies.

Three of the last ten days of September were blank or practically blank days so far asthe
Desert Air Force's operations were concerned, due to torrentia rain which rendered landing
grounds unservicegble. On only afew other days also, did the daily total of sorties gpproach

or exceed the 500 mark.

(RA.F. Mediterranean Review No, 8 July to September 1944: The Invasion of Itdy (Part

V) - 10 June to 30 September 1944, p. 44)

A particularly strong effort was made againgt the Savio River road and rail bridges during the last week
of September. These continued to be an important target until 15 Oct when the last of the road bridges

over the river was destroyed.

The other D.A.F. atacks on communications, meanwhile, included the cutting of railway tracks, light
and medium bomber attacks on marshalling yards on the BOLOGNA - FAENZA - CESENA route,
and night and day armed reconnai ssances over the enemy's raillways and roads in the rear of the eastern
battle area. Inthe latter activity Mustangs were extremely successful in knocking out locomotives; in
particular, fourteen were destroyed on 22nd September and another fourteen on the last day of the

month.
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(Ibid, p. 45)

During the month of October the weather remained the limiting factor, the enemy air force being

conspicuous by its absence.

On five of the last Sixteen days in October sorties fell below 100, including three blank or
virtudly blank days, neverthdess, by taking advantage of afew spdlls of good wesether,

D.A.Fstota effort topped the 3,300 sorties mark.

High-lights of the D.A.F. battlefield attacks were the harassing of the enemy's movement
acrossthe SAVIO river on 20th October; help for our ground forcesin their enlargement of
their SAVIO bridgehead on the 24th; harassng the enemy's retreat to the RONCO river line

on the 25™...

(R.A.E. Mediterranean Review No. 9, October - December 1944: The

Invasion of Italy (Part V) 1t October - 31st December 1944, p. 201)

In addition attacks on enemy communications, gpart from those bound up with the advance of Eighth

Army, were again afeature of the D.A.F. operations.
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180.  Aswasusud when 1 Cdn Corps went into reserve, rumours as to the next role of the Corps
began to circulate. Spice was added to these by the departure from the thesatre, a the beginning of
November, of Generd Burns and the news of General McNaughton's appointment as Minister of
Nationa Defence in place of Col the Hon J.L. Raston, CM.G., D.S.O. At Headquarters Eighth
Army, however, the Canadian Corps had dready been assgned itsrole in the operations being
planned for the near future. During the month of November, 1 Cdn Corps and its divisons would rest
and prepare themsalves for the job ahead. In the meantime Eighth Army, using 2 Pol Corps and 5 Brit
Corps, would continue to apply such pressure as was possible on the enemy forces. Then, at the end
of the month, freshened and retrained the Canadians would return to the line to take part in the dl-out

drive to capture Ravenna

181.  Thisreport was drafted in part by Capt JM. Hitsman and completed by Mg D.H.

Cunningham.

(C.P Stacey) Colond,

Director

Historica Section.
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APPENDIX "A"

To Hist Sec A.H.Q. Report No. 25

ORDER OF BATTLE

1 CANADIAN CORPS

110CT 44

(Taken from W.D., G.S. Branch, H.Q. 1 Cdn Corp, October 1944: Appx 38, Order of Battle 1 Cdn

Corps, 11 Out 44)

7th Anti-Tank Regiment (S.P.) Royd Canadian Artillery (less two batteries)

1t Canadian Survey Regiment

657th Air O.P. Squadron

1¢ Canadian Army Group Roya Attillery

1st Medium Regiment Royd Canadian Artillery
2nd Medium Regiment Royd Canadian Artillery
5th Medium Regiment Roya Canadian Artillery

3rd Medium Regiment Royd Attillery
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4th Medium Regiment Royd Artillery

32nd Heavy Regiment Royd Artillery

56th Heavy Regiment Royad Artillery (Iesstwo betteries)
10th Medium Regiment Polish Artillery

11th Medium Regiment Polish Artillery

14 Canadian Infantry Divison

1st Feld Regiment Royd Canadian Artillery
2nd Fedd Regiment Royd Canadian Artillery
3rd Fidd Regiment Roya Canadian Artillery
8th Field Regiment (SP.) Royd Canadian Artillery

1t Anti-Tank Regiment Royd Canadian Artillery

2nd Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment Royd Canadian Artillery

One Battery (SP.), 7th Anti-Tank Regiment Roya Canadian Artillery

14 Canadian Infantry Brigade

The Royd Canadian Regiment
The Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment

48th Highlanders of Canada
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2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade

Princess Patricias Canadian Light Infantry
The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada

The Loyd Edmonton Regiment

3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade

Royd 22e Regiment
The Carleton & York Regiment

The West Nova Scotia Regiment

5th Canadian Armoured Divison

5th Armoured Regiment (8th Princess Louise's (New Brunswick Hussars) Canadian Armoured Corp

9th Armoured Regiment (The British Columbia Dragoons) Canadian Armoured Corps

3rd Armoured Reconnai ssance Regiment (The Governor General's Horse Guards) Canadian

Armoured Corps
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11th Canadian Infantry Brigade

The Perth Regiment
The Cape Breton Highlanders

The Irish Regiment of Canada

12th Canadian Infantry Brigade

The Westmingter Regiment (Motor) 1st Canadian Light Anti-aircraft Infantry Battalion (Lanark &

Renfrew Scottish Regiment of Canada)

4th Princess Louise Dragoon Guards Battalion?

2nd New Zedand Divison

2nd New Zedand Divisond Cavary (less two squadrons)

4th Feld Regiment New Zedand Artillery

5th Feld Regiment New Zedand Artillery

6th Field Regiment New Zedland Artillery

7th Anti-Tank Regiment New Zedland Artillery (less one battery)

14th Light Anti-aircraft Regiment New Zedand Artillery

22 Actudly under command 5th New Zedand Inf Bde at this date
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24th Field Regiment (S.P.) Royd Artillery

One battery (S.P.) 7th Anti-Tank Regiment Royad Canadian Artillery
654 Air O.P. Squadron (less two flights)

27th New Zedand (M.G.) Battdion (less one platoon)

22nd New Zedland (Mot) Battdion

4th New Zedand Armoured Brigade

18th New Zedand Armoured Regiment
19th New Zedand Armoured Regiment

20th New Zedand Armoured Regiment

5th New Zedand Infantry Brigade

21st New Zealand Battalion
23rd New Zealand Battalion

28th New Zedand (Maori) Battdion

6th New Zedand Infantry Brigade
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24th New Zedand Battaion
25th New Zedand Battaion

26th New Zedand Battaion

214 Tank Brigade (under command 1 Cdn Corps)

12th Royd Tank Regiment

48th Royd Tank Regiment

145th Regiment Royal Armoured Corps

CUMBERLAND FORCE

Headquarters 5th Canadian Armoured Brigade

Headquarters Royd Canadian Artillery 5th Canadian Armoured Divison

11th Fed Regiment Roya Canadian Artillery

17th Fed Regiment Roya Canadian Artillery

4th Anti-Tank Regiment Roya Canadian Artillery

5th Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment Royd Canadian Artillery

3rd Feld Regiment Greek Artillery
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3rd Greek Mountain Brigade (part of Cumberland Force)

1¢ Greek Mountain Battalion
2nd Greek Mountain Battaion

3rd Greek Mountain Battalion

LANDELL FORCE (part of Cumberland Force)

1t Armoured Car Regiment (The Royd Canadian Dragoons)

Canadian Armoured Corps

WILDER FORCE (under command LANDELL FORCE)

Two squadrons 2nd New Zedand Divisona Cavary
One battery 7th Anti-Tank Regiment New Zedand Artillery

One platoon 27th New Zedand (M.G.) Battalion

A-7

Report 25



APPENDIX "A"

To Hist Sec A.H.Q. Report No. 25

A NOTE ON MILITARY BRIDGING

All military bridges and rafts are given dassfication numbers which represent gpproximeately
the live loads in tons which may safdly cross them. The digtinction between dead and live loadsis most
important, as, weight for weight, live loads bring a grester stress on the members of the bridge; owing
to shocks and vibrations set up by their sudden impact. Itisusud, therefore, to add to the live loads
some dlowance for impact, to convert them into what is caled their equivalent dead loads or
"Equivalent Bridge Weights'. Thus abridge or agiven dass can carry vehicles the sum of whose
"Equivaent Bridge Weights' a the minimum spacing (80 feet nose to tail) does not exceed the figure

of itsclass (e.g. 9 tonsfor a Class 9 bridge or rarf, 40 tons - for Class 40 etc.) (Military Enginesring

Vol 11l - Part | Bridging (1941), pp 34, 42 and Table 1)

The Balley equipment can be assembled quickly in different ways for various loads and spans
of fixed or floating bridges. It issmpleto erect and launch, and dl parts can be easlly manhandled, and
al fitinto 3 - tonlorries. A bridge strong enough to take the vita transport and support wegpons can
be put across early in the assault and later if required to take heavier loads strengthened and raised to a
higher dassfication ingtu The roadway of a Bailey bridge is carried through between two main

girders. These girders are formed from panels 10 feet long pinned together end to end. By adding
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extra pandls dongsde of and on top of the origind panels the strength of the girder can be increased.
Such arrangements of panedls are known respectively as "trusses' and "storeys'. In describing a bridge
reference is made to the number of trusses and storeyswhich formitsmain girders. In dl casesthe
number of trussesis given firgt, followed by the number of soreys. "Single Sngle” isthe lightest
combination possible and "triple triple" the heaviest. "Single double" and "single triple’ are never used
because they form unstable structures due to lack of lateral strength. There are therefore seven possible

combinations of girders. (Military Engineering Vol 111 - Part 111 Balley Bridge - Normad Uses, pp 1-3)

The normd method of launching a Bailey bridge is by the cantilever method, usng a skeleton
launching nose. The bridge is congtructed on rollers and isrolled forward over rocking rollers on the
home side until the point of balance of the bridge and launching nose together is reached. At that point
the nose will be over the landing roller on the far bank. The noseisthen lowered onto the landing roller
and the whole pushed forward until the end of the bridge proper is over the prepared baseplate
pogtion. Inthe case of the triple Sorey bridge it may on some occasions have to be constructed and

launched as a double storey bridge and the third storey added over the gap. (lbid, pp 25, 44 and 53)

Double storey congtruction is used to carry Class 40 loads over spans greater than 110 feet
and Class 70 loads over spansin excess of 70 feet. It isalso used in preference to single storey for
longer and more permanent bridges. To carry Class 40 loads over Spans of more than 150 feet or
Class 70 for spansin excess of 110 feet triple storey congtruction isused. The latter can be double or

triple truss, each of which can be built in two ways as described below:
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@ The deck is carried on the bottom storey panels so that the bridge is three storeys
high, or
(b) the dock is placed at one-third height, that is on the second storey panels, and the

bottom storey underdung.

(bid, pp 44, 53)

Bailey floating bridges and shore landing rafts are a Sraightforward development of the fixed
gpan bridge. The former type consists of a series of short Bailey spans supported on floating pontoon
piers, with approach spans from the banks a each end. The three main parts of these bridges are
termed: floating bays, end floating bays and landing bays. Normdly afloating bridge is made up of two
landing bays, two end floating bays and any number of floating bays as required to fill the remainder of
the wet gap. These bridges are usudly built for two load classes only, Class 40 and 70, but lower and
intermediate classes can be used. Two types of shore loading rafts of Class 40 capacity have been
designed using Bailey superstructure and pontoon piers. The first of those congsts of a60 foot
single-single bridge with Class 40 decking placed across four pontoon piers. The second isa 70 foot
sangle-sngle bridge with Class 40 docking using five pontoon piers. The latter typeis preferred for use
inastrong wind or current. These rafts have a capacity of about 10-15 vehicles per hour depending

on the width of the river and the condiitions prevailing a thetime?® (lbid, pp 74-5, 103-4(107). Apart

23

Depending on the circumstances the rafts may be propelled by outboard motors or on shore to
shore cables hand or motor operated.
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from the Bailey floating equipment atype of crossing frequently used was the Folding Boat Equipment
(F.B.E.). Thisequipment is primarily intended for use as rafting equipment in the early stages of an
assault but can be formed into bridges or the boats used singly asferries. To be suitable for such arole
the F.B.E. isvery lightly congtructed and for that reason easily damaged. It is cgpable of handling only

the lighter classes of traffic. (Military Engineering Vol 111 - Part 1| Pamphlet No. 2, Folding Boat

Equipment, MK |1 (1939), pp 6-7)
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APPENDIX "B"
To Hist Sec A.H.Q. Report No. 25

CASUALTY STATISTICS

(Compiled from C.M.H.Q. Records Office Statistica Report Casudties"EA™)
Tablel

Casudties of Canadian Infantry and Armoured Units under command 5 Cdn Armd Div and
CUMBERLAND FORCE for period 17 Sep to 27 Oct 44

KILLED* WOUNDED MISSING PW*
Offrs | O.Rs | Offrs | O.Rs | Offrs | O.Rs | Offrs | O.Rs

2 Cdn Armd Regt 1 13 - 31 - - - -
5 Cdn Armd Regt - 13 1 29 - - - -
9 Cdn Armd Regt - 9 5 13 - - - -
1 Cdn Armd Regt - 2 2 42 - - - -
3 Cdn Armd Recce Regt 4 22 4 43 - 1 - -
5Cdn Assault Tp CA.C. - - - 4 - - - -
25 Cdn Armd Del Regt - - - 1 - - - R
TOTALSC.A.C. 5 59 12 163 - 2 - -
H.Q. 11 Cdn Inf Bde - 2 - 3 - - - -
11 Cdn Indep M.G. Coy 1 4 3 37 - - - -
(P.L. Fus)

PeathR. 2 32 4 100 - - - -
C.B. Highrs 1 41 12 149 - - - -
Ir R.C. 1 40 9 115 3 58 - -
H.Q. 12 Cdn Inf Bde - - - - - - - -
P.L.D.G. 4 27 11 138 1 1 - -
Westmr R. (Mot) 2 24 6 104 - 1 - -
1CdnL.A.A.BnClI.C. 1 21 5 70 - 16 - -
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KILLED* WOUNDED MISSING PW*
Offrs | O.Rs | Offrs | O.Rs | Offrs | O.Rs | Offrs | O.Rs
Totals C.I.C. 12 191 50 716 4 76 - -
TotalsTablel 17 250 62 879 4 78 - -
Table 2.
Casudties of Infantry component 1 Cdn Inf Div period 1 Oct to 27 Oct 44
H.Q. 1 Cdn Inf Bde - - - 1 - - - -
R.CR. 4 27 2 53 - 1 - -
48 Highrs - 16 4 50 - 3 - -
Hast & P.ER. - 17 2 42 - 1 - -
H.Q. 2 Cdn Inf Bde - - - - - - - -
P.P.C.L.I. 2 7 5 42 - 4 - 2
Seaforth of C. 1 13 3 47 - 1- - -
L. Edn$nR. 4 10 4 96 - - - -
H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Bde - - - - - - - -
R. 22eR. 2 11 8 67 - - - -
Calt& Yok R. - 2 - 12 1 1 - -
West N.SR. - 5 1 14 - - - -
Sask L.I.(M.G) - 1 1 16 - - - -
TotalsTable 2 13 109 30 440 1 11 - 2
Table3.
Casudties of Other Arms and Services 1 Cdn Corps period 17 Sep to 27 Oct 44
R.CA. 8 65 25 287 1 2 - -
RCE. 4 9 4 73 ; ; ] ]
R.C. Sgs - 3 23 - - - -
R.CA.SC. - 10 - 26 - 3 - -
R.CA.M.C. - 2 1 21 - - - -
R.C.O.C.and R.C.EM.E. 1 2 2 28 - 1 - 1
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KILLED* WOUNDED MISSING PW*
Offrs | O.Rs | Offrs | O.Rs | Offrs | O.Rs | Offrs | O.Rs
C.ProC. - 2 - 6 - - - -
Miscellaneous - 1 4 12 1 - - -
TotalsTable 3 13 94 38 476 2 6 - 1
Table4.
Casudties of Canadian Component Eighth Army period 17 Sep to 27 Oct 44**
Totals Table 1 17 250 62 879 4 78 - -
Totals Table 2 13 109 30 440 1 11 - 2
Totals Table 3 13 94 38 476 2 6 - 1
TotalsTable4 43 453 130 | 1795 7 95 - 3
Tables.
Casudlties of Canadian Component A.A.1.*** period 17 Sep to 27 Oct 44
17 Sep to 30 Sep 44 34 | 484 | 95 [ 1602 | 1 44 - 3
1 Oct to 14 Oct 44 9 201 47 656 5 77 - -
15 Oct to 27 Oct 44 21 123 38 610 2 19 1 4
Totals 64 808 | 180 | 2868 8 140 1 7
* KILLED includes"Presumed killed". "Died of Wounds', "Killed" and "Died while PW"

PW includes "PW wounded"

** Does not include casudties of infantry units 1 Cdn Inf Div prior to 1 Oct 44.

* kK Includes 1 Cdn Corps (al formations and units) 1 Cdn Armd Bde, 1 Cdn S.S. Bn and base

units.
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