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AMVENDMENT NO. 1

Del ete |l ast sentence (and reference) in para 36 and substitute:

Aut hority for the air drop was given on 24 Apr 45; but the required
conditions for the free dropping of supplies (cloud base not bel ow 1000 feet
and visibility greater than three mles in the D.Z.) were not fulfilled in the
period 25-28 Apr. During this period there was bad weat her over bases in the

Uni ted Ki ngdom along the route and over the D. Z.

("No. 3 Goup R A F. Monthly Sumary of Events," Apr 45; "Food for the

Dutch", menmo prepared by Hist 2, 28 Mar 58, in 215A21.013 (D27)).

(C. P. Stacey) Col onel
Director Historical Section.
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REPORT NO. 56

HI STORI CAL SECTION (G S.)

ARMY HEADQUARTERS

18 Nov 52

The German Surrender, May 1945

1. This report deals with the surrender of the German forces facing First
Canadian Arnmy in May 1945 at the end of the fighting in North-Wst Europe. It
is divided into three parts. Part | gives the background to surrender and the
general situation in North-West Europe. Part |l relates the circunstances of
the truce and subsequent surrender on the front of the 1st Canadi an Corps and
descri bes the evacuation of the German troops fromthe Netherlands. Part 111
deals with the surrender and the later events on the front of the 2nd Canadi an

Cor ps.

2. The reference material for Part | was obtained from Operation "ECLI PSE"
files in Hst 4, fromC MHQ file 1/Post War/1 and AHQ file T.S. 9128-1.
The basic sources of information for Parts Il and Il are accounts by Canadi an
Arny historical Oficers witten at the tine of the events and reports
afterwards conpiled by the Historical Section (G S.). O particular value to
Part Il is a series of notes witten by Capt T.J. Allen, Hi storical Oficer of
1 Cdn Inf Div at the tinme of the surrender. ((H S.) 235Cl1.013 (D11)).

Addi tional sources are the war diaries and intelligence bulletins of units and
formati ons concerned. In many instances, unfortunately, these records are not
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as conplete as the occasion would warrant, but such mght well be expected at

a tinme when the tension of ware had suddenly ceases.

Part |: Background and Ceneral Situation

CANADI AN BACKGROUND TO SURRENDER

3. At the press conference on 24 Jan 43 which followed the
Casabl anca Conference, President Roosevelt declared that the Allies would
enforce "unconditional surrender" upon their enemies (Churchill, WS., The

Hi nge of Fate (Canbridge, Mass, 1950), p. 686). There has been bitter dispute

over the advisability, and the manner of revelation, of this principle. There
will be no conment here on either the introduction or the wi sdom of the
principle. It is sufficient to state that the Prime M nister of Canada, the
Ri ght Honourable WL. Mckenzie King indicated his acceptance of it when he
said "Arnmed forces of Britain, the United States and Canada are now in the

forefront of an attack [on Sicily] which has as its ultimte objective the

uncondi ti onal surrender of Italy and Gernany." (The Ottawa Citizen

10 Jul 43)

4, Havi ng deci ded that the Germans nust yield absolutely, the Allies had
still to determ ne what they were going to do with Germany and how t hey woul d

i mpl ement their policy. The three Great Powers nade the necessary deci sions
pretty much on their own. Canada could exert her influence in an indirect
manner only -- chiefly through the United Kingdom The extent to which Canada
becanme associated with Britain in the early planning of the Instrunment of
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Surrender and related matters is revealed in a nenorandum of 31 Jul 43 from
the Senior Officer CMH Q, Myj-Gen The Hon P.J. Mntague, CMG, D.S O,
MC., V.D., to the Mnister of National Defence, Col The Hon J.L. Ral ston,
CMG, DS O Ceneral Mntague pointed out that while Canada was represented
on the British "Mlitary Sub-Committee of the Mnisterial Comittee on
Reconstruction Probl ens", she was not represented on the Mnisterial Commttee
itself. Menbership inthis comrittee (and effective participation in the
MIlitary Sub-Conmittee) hinged upon the answer to a cable sent by the British
Prime Mnister to the Canadian Prime Mnister. The cable had been sent on or
about 19 Jun 43 and pointed out that the extent to which the Donini ons woul d
be consulted in regard to the matter of arnmistice ternms would depend upon the
extent to which they were prepared to participate in an arny of occupation.

As far as General Montague knew, no reply had been despatched. Meanwhil e,

i mportant decisions were being made with regard to the occupati on and Canada
had no voice in them She did not belong to the Mnisterial Conmittee and her
menbers on the MIlitary Sub-Comrittee could act as observers only. Because of
this and particularly because of the Italian situation at the tine, the
General made it clear that he regarded the matter as urgent. (1/Post War/1:

Mont ague to Ral ston, 31 Jul 43)

5. External Affairs Tel egram No. 130, despatched to the Secretary of State
for Dom nion Affairs the day before CGeneral Montague sent his nmenp, supplied
in part the answer to M. Churchill's cable (lbid, Wong to Massey,

12 Aug 43). The answer could not have been very definite for the Canadi an
menbers of the MIlitary Sub-Comrittee (later re-organi zed as the
"Post-Hostilities Planning Sub-Comittee") remained little nore than
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spectators. The Canadi an representatives had to informthe chairman that they
considered it inpractical to participate in the drafting of the docunents
chiefly because of the |ack of guidance provided by their government. The
representatives of New Zeal and, Australia and South Africa had to confess
simlar feelings (lbid, Ritchie to Under-Secretary of State, 10 Oct 43).
Consequently the British proceeded with the drafting of their version of the

I nstrunent of Surrender al one.

6. Meanwhil e, in Canada on 27 Jul 43 the Chiefs of Staff met with the
Secretary of the Cabinet and the Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs
to consider questions raised by the United Kingdom authorities concerning
Canadi an activities directed to the pacification of Europe at the end of the
war. It was decided to establish the "Working Comrittee on Post-Hostilities
Probl ems, Otawa" for the purpose of meking studies and reports for the

Cabi net War Committee. (T.S. 9128-1, vol 1: Menp, Wrking Comrittee to

Cabi net War Comrittee, 24 Nov 43) The first neeting of the Working Conmmittee
was held on 3 Aug 43 under the chairmanship of M. H H Wnong,

Assi stant Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs. The Army, Navy and
Air Force each had one representative, External Affairs two and the Privy
Council one. (lbid, Mnutes of Meeting, 3 Aug 43) The Comrittee's first
formal report, dated 3 Nov 43, sunmmmrized the recomrendati ons of the
Post-Hostilities Planning Sub-Conmmittee in London. The nore inportant

passages are repeated here:

The Sub-Committee envi sages three stages of occupation
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(i)

(i)

(iii)

The first stage will conme i mediately after the cessation
of hostilities. At that tinme there will probably be |arge
land and air forces of the United Nations in Europe, a

| arge proportion of which will be available, at any rate

for a short period, to occupy eneny territory in strength.

The second stage covers the period between the date on

whi ch di sarmament begins and the time when Gernmany has
been deprived of the capacity for any effective mlitary
action. It is estimated that the first two stages m ght
be conpleted within two years and that, towards the end of
this period, it nay be possible to reduce the strength of

t he occupying arny.

Stage three is the period during which the di sarmanent of
Germany and the destruction of her armanent industry wll
be conpleted. During this time air forces could be used
to an increasing extent to reduce the nunmber of |and

forces.

For purposes of occupation the Sub-Committee recomends that Gernmany

shoul d be divided into three main zones [with the forces of the British

Commonweal th in the north-western zone] under a single allied suprene

commnder .
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Arny -- the total land forces required for the British Commonweal th zone
during the second stage have been estimated by the Sub-Conmittee as

foll ows:

1 arnoured division

9 infantry divisions

1 division organized for air transport including a proportion of
par at r oops

7 reginments of armoured cars and the necessary non-divisional units.

During the third stage, it might be possible to reduce the | and
forces in the British zone to one arnmoured division, four infantry
di vi si ons, one brigade organi zed for air transport, including paratroops

and three reginments of arnmoured cars.

(1/ Post War/1: Working Conmittee

Report, 3 Nov 43)

7. Havi ng summari zed these and ot her reconmendati ons of the London

Sub-Committee, the Canadian report went on to state:

Presumabl y Canada woul d be expected to contribute to the forces

required of the British Commonwealth.
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In 1918 and 1919 the demand for the return to Canada of nen in the
services was so strong that it nmade extended Canadi an participation in

t he occupati on of Germany inpossible.

It may be expected that there will be strong pressure to bring hone
at | east those nmen who have been abroad three or four years. This
pressure, along with the demands of the war against Japan, will, it is
expected, raise opposition to extensive Canadi an conmitnents in Europe
whi ch woul d involve the retention on that continent of any considerable
force. |If, therefore, it is essential for Canadian interests that
Canadi an forces should participate in the occupation of Europe, plans
shoul d be laid in advance, so that the public and the nen thensel ves may

fully appreciate what is expected of them

| f Canadi an obligations are snall, it may be possible to fulfil them

with volunteers or nenbers of the permanent forces.

(Lbi d)

The report concluded with the follow ng recomendati ons:

The experience of the last war indicated that uncertainty and
difficulties will arise if the main lines of policy are not decided
i n advance. The Wbrking Comm ttee, therefore, strongly recomends
that early consideration should be given to the nature and extent of
t he Canadi an contribution to the tranquillization of Europe.
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Preparati ons now will enable Canada to plan a bal anced contri bution
which will be advantageous not only to the people of Europe but also
the peopl e of Canada. Such preparation will also strengthen
Canada's voice in international councils at a time when Canadi an

interests are at stake.

(Lbi d)

9. On 9 Nov, the Chiefs of Staff, the Secretary of the Cabinet and the
Under - Secretary of State for External Affairs net to consider the Wrking
Committee's report. The neeting expressed the view that Canada shoul d not
hel p police Europe unless it participated in the inter-Allied machinery of
control. This and other views were passed to the Cabinet War Committee in the
formof a nenorandum The menp al so contained a review of the five main
reasons why Canada could not fail to be directly involved during Europe's
post-hostilities period -- Canada would be an inportant source of relief
supplies, particularly of food; Canada would be asked to contribute occupation
forces; Canada woul d be asked to help renove allied and eneny nines laid in
Eur opean waters; Canada woul d have a national interest in taking part in the
inter-Allied machinery of control in Europe; Canada was directly concerned in
t he pl anni ng and execution of nmeasures to liberate and repatriate Canadi an

pri soners-of-war. The nmenp to the War Committee concluded with a request for
general guidance. (T.S. 9128-1, vol 1. Meno, Wrking Conmittee to Cabi net

War Conmittee, 24 Nov 43)
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10. The Cabinet War Committee did not answer the nmenorandumin detail but

i nformed the Working Conmittee that:

It was inportant to avoid comitnments which would involve the use of
extensi ve Canadi an Forces in Europe after the cessation of hostilities
and whi ch woul d invol ve heavier burdens financially and otherw se than
t he Canadi an people would be inclined to accept after the long strain of
war .

(lLbid, Holmes to Collinson,

30 Nov 43)

Canada's reluctance to give firm long-termcomitnents stemmed from nore than
the pressure of public opinion and expense. The frequency with which the
Worki ng Committee referred to post-war defence arrangenents with the

United States and to the Commttee's uncertainty as to the role the Americans
intended to play after the war indicates that Canada waited to see which way
the Americans were going to go. |In considering the likely course of Anmerican
policy, the Cormittee recogni zed that Russian behavi our woul d be a determ ning
factor. The Committee estimted that there was no danger of Russia attacking
North Anerica during the first ten years after the war (1/Post War/1l: Meno,
Advi sory Comrittee on Post-Hostilities Problens to Cabinet War Comnmittee,

6 Jul 44).

11. Al t hough the Canadi an representatives in London were unable to take an
active part in drafting the various docunents and reports of the British
Post-Hostilities Planning Sub-Comrittee, they were able to pass on the views
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of the Canadi an Post-Hostilities Problems Wrking Cormittee. |In March 1944,
M. Ritchie of the Canadian Hi gh Conmi ssioner's O fice pointed out to the
London conmmittee two fundanmental differences between British and Canadi an

assunpti ons:

[British planning] was based on the assunption that an Internationa

Security Organi zation could not be expected, at any rate in the
i medi ate post-war years, to work effectively. This was a negative
approach. Qur view was based on the assunption that an Internationa
Security Organi zation cold and nmust be nmade to work. In the second
place... [they] postulated a closed |Inperial defence system whereas we
were thinking in ternms of an International Security Organi zati on.

(lLbid, Ritchie to Wong,

11 Mar 44)

12. By 5 May 44 the planning had reached such a stage that the
Post-Hostilities Planning Sub-Comrittee was able to produce a paper show ng
the progress made and the main differences between the British, Anmerican and
Russi an views. Perhaps the nost significant difference lay in the fact that
the British wished the Instrunent of Surrender to be a conprehensive docunent,
enbodying not only military but also political and econom c clauses, while the
Russi ans and Anericans preferred a shorter docunment. The Russians wi shed
specific mlitary provisions with one short article whereby Germany woul d
undertake to carry out all additional requirenments. The Americans wanted
conprehensi ve provi sions expressed in the nost general terms and the paper
observed, somewhat bitingly, that they "appear pre-occupied with the
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i mportance of proclainming to the world their unconditional acceptance [by the

Germans]". (lbid, State of Planning, 5 May 44)

13. When the Post-Hostilities Problems Wrking Cormittee saw the Draft

I nstrunent of Surrender (lbid, Draft Surrender I|nstrunment for Germany,

fol. 159) in June 1944, the menbers had two very strenuous objections. They
protested the fact that Germany's surrender would be nmade to "the Suprene
Commanders of the U S.S.R, the UK and the U S. A acting by authority of
their respective governments and in the interests of the United Nations" for
the OGtawa Committee felt that the Instrunent should be purely a mlitary one
and that no reference should be nade to the respective governments on the
Three Powers. |In the commttee's opinion, the surrender should be fromthe
German High Command to the Suprene Comrander of the Soviet force on one hand
and the Suprenme Allied Commander on the other. The words "in the interests

of " were not deened satisfactory to those countries which had participated
actively in the war agai nst Germany and whi ch should therefore be associated
directly with the ternms of surrender. (T.S. 9128-1, vol 2: Mnutes of

Meeting, 16 Jun 44)

14. The second point to which the conmittee took exception was a "catch all"
article giving the United Kingdom the United States and Russia "suprene
authority with regard to Gernany". The committee considered that if sole
authority were given to the Three Powers over Gernmany, other European Powers
m ght not agree to the settlement or accept responsibility for it. The

comments on the Draft |Instrunment concluded with:
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As this docunent in its present formm ght well provide an argunent
agai nst the provision of occupation troops by Canada apart from any
ot her objectionable aspect, it had been decided to send tel egrans
wi t hout del ay presenting the views of the Canadi an Governnment both to
the Dom nions Ofice and to the Hi gh Conm ssioner in London

(Lbi d)

15. In Septenber, the chairman had to informthe nmenbers that the

United Kingdom while in synmpathy with the argunent put forward, had not been
able to satisfy either the United States or Russia with regard to the
proposal s of the Canadi an Governnent concerning the Instrument. (lbid

M nutes of Meeting, 7 Sep 44) However, the docunment finally signed at Rhei ns
and Berlin did enbody the Canadi an proposal that the Germans surrender to the

Suprene Commanders of the Soviet and Allied Arm es respectively.

16. The Ottawa Working Comrittee had this to say concerning the status of

Canadi an troops before and after the surrender

At the present tine the position of Canadian forces was clear. They
were serving in conbination with United Kingdom forces under the
authority of the SCAEF, who in turn came under the Conbi ned Chiefs of
Staff. When the authority of SCAEF, however, gave way to the tripartite
Control Commi ssion, the position would be changed. The Canadi an forces
I eft for occupation duties would continue to act in conbination with the
Uni ted Ki ngdom forces, but the Control Commission in Berlin would no
| onger cone under the authority of the Conbi ned Chiefs of Staff, but
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woul d be answerable to the respective governnents represented on the
Control Comm ssion. As Canada woul d not be represented on the Contro
Conmmi ssi on, Canadi an participation in occupation duties would have to be
wor ked out with the United Kingdom Government. As Canada woul d have no
voice in the policy governing the control of Gernany, opposition m ght
wel |l be raised in Canada to the continued service of Canadian troops on
occupation duties in Germany, and it was, therefore, not desirable to
make any |long-term conmtnments for keeping Canadi an occupation forces in

Cer many.

(Lbid, Mnutes of Meeting,

20 Jan 45)

It is not correct to cite lack of "voice" as the real reason Canada declined
to make long-termconmtnents. |t has been nmade clear (Supra, para 10) that
as far back as Novenber 1943, the War Committee did not wish to be tied down
in the matter of occupation forces for reasons quite apart fromthe degree of

Canadi an control over Gernmany.

17. To put into effect those plans for surrender which had been agreed upon
by the Big Three and which affected the Angl o-Canadi an Arm es, 21st Arnmy G oup
proceeded with Operation "ECLIPSE". This was defined as "plans and
preparations for the operation of occupying Germany" (H. S.) 215A21.016 (D4):
Preface to "ECLI PSE" Panphl ets, January 1945). These plans and preparations
were to be made by a special "ECLIPSE" staff and based on a series of

14 panphl ets which [ aid down principles and nethods. Thirteen of the
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panphl ets are in the possession of Hist Sec (H S.) 215A21.016 (D4)).

m ssing panphlet is titled

i medi ately avail abl e.

18.

possi bl e shadow of doubt shall be |eft

mlitary m ght of the Third Reich has been shattered"

Chap |, para 13).
achi eved,

evasion following the First World War

Germany in 1919 had al so taught the Allies that

"The U.S. Enclave and Berlin Garrison"

Operation "ECLI PSE" was designed to ensure "that once and for

Before setting forth the manner

(Lbid, Chap Il).

The

and i s not

all no

in the mnd of a single German that the

(Lbid, Panmphlet 1,

in which this was to be

the planners considered at sone | ength German obstruction and

The occupati on of

a commander shoul d not be made

responsi ble for the mlitary government of a starving and di sease-stricken

popul ation (ibid, Panphlet

to be conplete, there was to be no oppression.

19.

Germany at the time of its surrender

deci sion of the Three Powers at

it certain that the war agai nst

Eastern armies net in the heart of Europe"

1952), p. 660) The planners of

Eur ope (London,
concl usi on and proceeded on the assunption that
21st Arny Group no further than the Rhine (Case
t he

anmend the plans if surrender occurred after

50-100 niles into Germany (Case B) or after al
British Zone had been captured (Case C) ((H.S.)

14

10, Chap IV, para 17).

The nature of the plans depended to a great extent
According to Chester W/ not,
Yalta [to demand unconditiona
Germany woul d not end unti

(W1 not

And, al though control was

upon the condition of
"t he
surrender] nade
t he Western and

C., The Strugale for

"ECLI PSE" did not draw such a

surrender would occur with

A). Provision was made to

Arny Group had fought its way

or nearly all the ultimte

215A21.016 (D4): Panphl et 2,
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Chap Il, paras 24-29). However, a formal revision of the estimte that
surrender woul d take place at the border does not seemto have been made and
pl anni ng continued on the basis of the original appreciation.! The result was

a certain amount of wasted effort.

20. The principles and nmethods set down in the 21st Arnmy Group panphlets
(publication of which started in January 1945) becane the starting point for
Canadi an planning on Operation "ECLIPSE'. There was, however, one very, very
important limtation -- First Canadian Army was to provide for the occupation

on a tenporary basis only. The area it occupied was ultimtely to be handed

over to a British Corps District. ((H S.) 215ClL. (Dr09): C of S to

Col. GS., HQ First Canadian Army, 5 Mar 45). To assure continuity, two
thirds of the "ECLI PSE" personnel for Headquarters First Canadian Arny were to
be British ((H S.) 215Cl1. (D704): Tel SD74, Main First Cdn Arny to

Canmilitry, 11 Feb 45).

21. The build-up of the "ECLIPSE" staff was slow. The first personne
reported for duty 26 Feb 45 and al t hough estimtes of the personnel required
by First Canadian Arnmy ran from 1200 to 1700, there were only 228 actually on
strength by 15 Apr 45 ((H. S.) 215Cl. (D699): "ECLIPSE" Plans, 13 Mar 45,

p. 3; (H S ) 215C1. (D356): G S.O 2 S.D., First Cdn Army to GS.O 1 S.D.,

28 Feb 45; (H.S.) 215C1.009 (D67): S.C.Q (Maint) "ECLIPSE' to A QMG

There was considerable justification for 21st Arnmy G oup nmeking
this appreciation in light of their predication that if the eneny were
defeated on the West Front, the East Front forces would fight on, but if
the enemy were defeated on the East Front, the West Front would coll apse
((H. S.) 215A21.016 (D4): Panphlet 2, Chap |, para 19). The nistake, if
m stake it was, lay in not revising the estimate | ater.
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"ECLI PSE", 15 Apr 45). The war establishnment finally approved was
considerably smaller than the earlier estimates. Under Increnent "G', 481 al
ranks were to operate at or out of Arny Headquarters; and under |ncrenent "K'
138 were to be attached to corps and divisions. On 5 May 45, only 293 al
ranks had been posted under Increnment "G', 481 all ranks were to operate at or
out of Arny Headquarters; and under Increnent "K', 138 were to be attached to
corps and divisions. On 5 May 45, only 293 all ranks had been posted under
Increment "G' and none under Increment "K'. ((H S.) 215A21.009 (D133):
Strength Return, 5 May 45) The delay in posting "ECLIPSE" staff to corps and
di vi si ons may have been caused by the failure of CMH Q to authorize
Increment "K' before 24 Apr 45 (WD. A & Q/"ECLIPSE"/First Cdn Army, 18,

24 Apr 45), but probably stenmed fromthe fact that the corps commanders woul d
not consent to have their staffs virtually doubled just as the final and nore
nobi | e stage of operations was reached ((H S.) 215C1.013 (D21): "ECLIPSE"

Pl ans, 13 Mar 45).

22. One of the problens before and after the surrender was the establishnment
of quick and effective control over German war nmaterials. To solve this

probl em four Headquarters of Canadi an War Materials Reconnai ssance Teans were
established. Each headquarters consisted of 22 all ranks. As the

reconnai ssance was to be a technical one, the teans were nade up of
representatives of the technical arns and services, forned mainly by tenporary
attachnments from existing headquarters and units. It was considered that each
headquarters of a War Material Recce Teamwould fill out its ranks by 40 such
tenporary attachnents. The teamexisted to |locate and report the | arger dunps
of war materials. (5/War Mat Recce/1l: folios 1-11) To assist themin this
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wor k, General Crerar's headquarters prepared a |list of the known and suspected
| ocati ons of German anmunition, ordnance (clothing and MT.), food, petrol

oil, lubricants, mlitary acconmpdati ons, hospitals and nmedical stores ((H S.)
215C1. (D366): First Cdn Army Adm Inst No 20, 3 May 45). "Q@' branch was to
coordi nate the information concerning war material and send to "G S." branch
the requests for guards and to pass on to mlitary governnment and supplies and
transport and to the ordnance, engi neer and nedi cal services such intelligence
as concerned them ((H S.) 215Cl1. (D356): Col Adm"ECLIPSE" to DA & QMG

First Cdn Arny, 16 Mar 45).

23. Pl ans and preparation for surrender were restricted by the decision to

i ssue the 21st Arny Group Panphlets down to corps level only. Plans were,
however, to be discussed verbally with commanders and senior staff officers of
di visions and brigades. On the other hand, talks to units were limted to

di sclosing, in general terns, that the Gernman arnmed forces were to be

di sbhanded, that MIlitary Government was to be established and Nazi sm
eradicated. It was considered particularly inadvisable to discuss bel ow corps
headquarters the boundaries of the zones of occupation, the special procedure
for dealing with the Waffen SS, the intention of detaining all officers of the
German General Staff Corps and the extent of the control to be exercised over
all information services ((H S.) 215A21.026 (D1): C. -in-C. 21 A G to SHAEF
19 Jan 45). Wile these security regulations were |ater relaxed, it mght

have been better to have revealed nore to the unit commanders earlier.? |t

2A progress report on ordnance aspects of Operation "ECLIPSE" in
First Canadian Arny put this much stronger when it said "this
wi t h-hol ding of information about their next operation from |l ower
formati ons had unfortunate consequences later" ((H S.) 215C1.009 (D11):
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was t hese who enforced the surrender and frequently with little gui dance

beyond a few general principles and their conmopn sense.

THE GENERAL SI TUATI ON I N NORTH- WVEST EURCPE

24, By the end of April 1945 it had becone evident that the tota

di sintegration of the German Arnmy would occur in a matter of days. On every
front mlitary collapse was i mrinent. Having crossed the Rhine and encircled
the Ruhr, the Allied forces under General Dwi ght D. Ei senhower were driving
directly across Germany. Meanwhile, the Allied Armies in Italy had routed
their opponents and elimnated the | ast vestige of forner Axis power in the
Mediterranean. Wth irresistible force the Russians were sweeping fromthe
East to close in upon Berlin. On 25 Apr elenents of their 58th CGuards
Division net patrols of the 69th U S. Infantry Division in the area of Torgau
on the Elbe. By this historic junction of the Eastern and Western Fronts,

Germany was cut in two. (Eisenhower, Report by the Suprene Conmander to the

Conbined Chiefs of Staff on the Operations in Europe of the Allied

Expedi ti onary Force, p. 107.

25. Al ready the First Canadian Arny had seal ed off the Germans in
Western Holl and by successive penetrations to the North Sea - 2 Cdn Inf Div to

Zout kanp® on 15 Apr; 3 Cdn Inf Div west of Leeuwarden on 16 Apr;; 5 Cdn Arnmd

"ECLI PSE" Progress Report, 9 Jun 45).

SFor this and other place nanes connected with the surrender to
First Canadian Arny, see the map attached as Appendix "A" to this
Report.
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Div to Harderwi jk, on the |jssel neer, that same day. (Stacey, Col C. P., The

Canadian Arny, 1939-1945. (Otawa, 1948), pp 263-64; Hist Sec Report No. 32,

"The Concl udi ng Phase of Operations by the First Canadian Arny", Part |1,
paras 217 and 317). Wile the Canadi ans set about clearing the coastal area
as far east as Brenen, the Second (British) Arnmy captured that great port on
26 Apr and three days | ater established a bridgehead over the El be south of
Hanmburg. (Ei senhower's Report, p. 114). Wth 1 Cdn Para Bn anong the units
in the van, Field-Marshal Sir Bernard Montgonery's troops raced for the Baltic
and first met the Russians on 2 May near the port of Wsmar. (Hi st Sec Report
No. 17, "The 1st Canadi an Parachute Battalion in the Low Countries and in
Germany, Final Operations", pp 31-32). When Libeck fell the follow ng day,
the German garrisons in Denmark and the Hamburg area were conpletely cut off.
During April there had been strong runmours that the commanders of these forces

were quite willing to surrender once their isolation became a fait acconpli.

They needed only an assurance that neither the Russians nor Nazi coercive

el enments fromthe interior could reach them (Mntgonery, Normandy to the

Baltic (London, 1946), p. 220). Such a guarantee now exi sted.

26. The first major capitulation of Gernman forces becane effective in Italy
on 2 May 45. By then both civilian and military control in Germany itself had
become conpl etely chaotic, and the dictator had taken his own life in the
ruins of the Berlin chancellory. On 1 May Grand Admiral Karl Donitz assuned
the Presidency of the Reich and pronptly put out feelers for peace. As

em ssary he enpl oyed General - Admi ral Hans Georg von Friedeburg, his successor
as Conmander-in-Chi ef of the Gernman Navy. Donitz first sent Friedeburg to

Fi el d- Marshal Montgonery's tactical headquarters at Luneburg Heath on 3 My

19 Report No. 56



with alimted offer to surrender to the Western Allies alone the Gernan
forces in Holland, North-Wst Germany, and Denmark, in order that they m ght
not fall into Russian hands. Montgonery sent himback with a curt refusal to
consi der anything but unconditional surrender, but took advantage of the
opportunity to show himfirst an operational map which clearly reveal ed the
hopel essness of the Gernman position. After conferring with

Fi el d- Marshal W1l helmKeitel (Chief of the Armed Forces Hi gh Conmand), von
Fri edeburg returned the next day. At 1830 hours 4 May he signed with

Mont gomery the instrunent of surrender of all German arned forces in Holland,
Nort h-West Germany (including all islands) and in Denmark.4 O her signatories
were: Lt-Gen Eberhardt Kinzel (Chief of Staff to Field Marshal Ernst Busch
who conmanded the Army Group opposing 21st Army G oup),

Vice-Admiral G Wagner, and two staff officers (Col onel Pol eck and

Maj or Friedl).

27. At m dnight General H.D.G Crerar sent the follow ng nmessage to al

ranks of the First Canadian Arny:

From Sicily to the river Senio, fromthe beaches of Dieppe to those
of Normandy and from thence through Northern France, Bel gium Holl and
and North-West Gernmany, the Canadians and their Allied conrades in this
army have carried out their responsibilities in the high traditions
which they inherited. The official order that offensive operations of

all troops of First Cdn Arny will cease forthwith and that all fire wll

‘For the text of this Instrunent of Surrender see Appendix "B" to
this report.
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cease from 0800 hrs tonorrow, Saturday, 5 May, has been issued.
Crushing and conplete victory over the German eneny has been secured.
In rejoicing at this suprenme acconplishnment, we shall renenber the
friends who have paid the full price for the belief they also held that
no sacrifice in the interests of the principles for which we fought

could be too great.

(WD., GOC.-in-C. First
Canadi an Arny, May 1945,

Appx "D")

28. On 5 May Adnmiral von Friedeburg proceeded to the headquarters of

General Ei senhower at Rheins, where he was jointed the followi ng day by

Col -Gen Alfred Jodl, Chief of the Armed Forces Operations Staff. There, at
0241 hours on 7 May, the latter signed on behalf of the German H gh Command
the Act of military Surrender® which ended active operations in Europe.

Lt-Gen W Bedell Smith, Chief of Staff to General Ei senhower, signed on behal f
of the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force.

Maj - Gen |van Sousl oparov signed for the Soviet H gh Cormmand, and

General Francois Sevez of the French Arnmy (Deputy Chief of Staff for National

Def ence) signed as a witness. (Eisenhower's Report, p. 120)

SFor the text of this Act see Appendix "C' to this report.
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29. Formal ratification of this surrender took place on 8 May in Berlin.
with one or two additions the text® largely repeated that of the Rheins
docunent. It was signed on behalf of the German Hi gh Command by

Admiral v. Friedeburg, Field-Marshal Keitel, and Col -Gen Hans Jurgen Stunpff,
representative of the Comrmander-in-Chief of the German Air Forces.
signatories for the Allies were Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder (Deputy
Suprenme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force) and Marshal Georgi Zukov for
the Supreme High Command of the Red Army. Also signing as witnesses were
General Carl Spaatz (Commanding United States Strategic Air Forces) and
General Francois de Lattre-Tassigny (Comrander-in-Chief, First French Arny).

Thus victory in Europe becane official on 8 May 45. (Lbid)

Part I1: Truce and Surrender on the Front of 1st Canadi an Corps

30. During the | ast days of the war the task of the First Canadi an Arny was
to clear the western "coastal belt" of Germany and protect the left flank of
the British Second Arnmy. Until 4 May all divisions of the 2nd Canadi an Cor ps
were still advancing northward and still meeting opposition. On the extrene

| eft, however, conditions were quite different.

FAM NE AND THE TRUCE

31. For some days prior to the general surrender there had been a truce in

effect on the front of the 1st Canadi an Corps, which faced Western Hol | and.

For the text of this docunent see Appendix "D' to this report.
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The Germans trapped there conprised the remmants of the Twenty-Fifth Arny
under Col - Gen Johannes Bl askowitz. A few weeks previously General (G A F.)
Karl Christiansen had relinquished his position as MIlitary Governor of the
Net herl ands | eaving Blaskowitz as C. -in-C. Netherlands and in command of
Twenty-Fifth Arnmy. (WD., GS., HQ, 1 Cdn Corps, My 1945: Appx 43
Intelligence Summary No 289, 5 May 45). The senior Nazi official was

Dr Arthur Seyss-Ilnquart, Reichskomm ssar of the Netherlands, |ater executed as
a mgjor war crimnal. Throughout the winter the plight of the Dutch
popul ati on under him had grown steadily worse; with the isolation of that area
from Germany starvation threatened to becone a stark reality. The defences
known as the Grebbe Line” were too strong to be attacked without diverting
forces required for the drive into Germany itself. Mreover, the eneny would
probably have opened the dykes to flood the Iand, thus ruining its fertility
for many years to cone and increasing the privation of its hapless people.

(Ei senhower's report, p. 114).

32. The Allies had |ong been planning relief neasures for the Dutch
civilians in Western Holland. |In part, the need for relief grew out of the

rail way and shipping strike which the dutch instituted at the tinme of the

"The Grebbe Line, sonetinmes called the Celdersche Valley Line, was
based upon the Grebbe River in the south and the Eem River in the north,
together with the nmarshy pol derland bordering the |jsselneer. It
stretched fromthe |jsselnmeer to Nijkerk, south-west to Anmersfoort,
sout h-east to Veenendael and thence to neet the east-west defence |ine
al ong the Neder Rijn at Wageni ngen and Grebbe. Further west was the New
Wat er Line, which could be nore easily inundated and therefore had | ess
extensive field works. It extended from Gorinchemin the south via the
Merwede Canal to the |jssel meer, ending near the perineter defences of
Anmsterdam (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div, Appx 18: Int Summary
No. 136, 9 Apr 45, "Defence Lines in the Wstern Netherl ands")
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Arnhem ai rborne | andi ngs and the subsequent traffic enmbargo even agai nst the

nmovenment of food supplies inposed by the Gernans in retaliation (Irial of the

Maj or War Criminals (Nuremberg, 1948), Testinony, vol XVI, pps. 14, 214). As

early as Novenber 1944 the War Office had forned a conmittee in London to
deternm ne how food could be sent to the Netherlands. |t was headed by
Maj - Gen A.V. Anderson, Director of Civil Affairs, and conprised
representatives of the War Office, Admiralty, Air Mnistry, Foreign Ofice,

M ni stry of War Transport, the Netherlands Governnent, SHAEF, the Netherl ands
M ssion to SHAEF, 21st Army Group, and C.-in-C. Nore. The original intention
was to send over supplies fromthe United Kingdom by |anding ships, liberty
shi ps or coasters, but SHAEF urged consideration of supply by air on a large
scale. Eventually plans for direct shipnment by sea were abandoned in favour
or routing through Antwerp. When the work of the Cormittee cane to an end, on
4 Jan 45, responsibility for the relief operations was transferred to

21 Arny Group. Control was vested in a new Western Holland District forned
under Maj-Gen A. Galloway, C.B.E., D.S.O MC ((H S.) 205S1.053 (D1): wvol 1
M nutes of Meetings, "Comrittee on Relief Supplies of Western Holland",

16 Nov 44 - 4 Jan 45). As part of this plan SHAEF had already initiated
arrangenents for tenmporary relief supplies to be sent in by road or barge for
a period of four weeks, until nmines could be swept fromthe sea (lbid:

WB. Snith to Allied Naval C.-in-C. and C.-in-C. 21 A Gp, 4 Dec 44).

33. The question of relief for the Dutch was of grave concern to persons on
the highest political level. Uging action before and not after the

li beration of the rest of the Netherlands, Queen WI hel m na and her
Governnent -i n-Excil e on 15 Jan 45 sent a note on the subject to H M the King,
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Presi dent Roosevelt and M. Churchill, with a copy to General Ei senhower.

This note concluded with the foll owi ng paragraph:

Shoul d, contrary to the hopes of the Netherlands Governnent,
imediate military help be out of the question, then imediate relief in
the formeither of mass evacuation or in that of food, clothing, fue

and nedi cal supplies is an inperative necessity.

(Lbid: Note, 15 Jan 45)

34. The first definite action was taken through Sweden, with the hel p of
certain Swiss nationals and the International Red Cross Joint Relief
Commission (I.R R C.) This involved two shipnents destined solely for the
three Western provinces of its Netherlands, whose popul ati on was 4, 300, 000 (of
t hese, 3,500,000 were townspeople, 860,000 were children under 13 years). One
shi pment contai ned 2,657 tons of rye to be sent by rail from Gernman stockpiles
at Essen. Due to the transportation strike, the sealed grain cars had to be
hooked up to German military trains returning to Rotterdam The first cars
left on 12 Feb 45 and were ten days en route, but by 11 Mar sonme 990 tons had

been delivered in this nmanner

35. The second shi pnment was a cargo of 5000 tons of provisions sent from

Sweden on the S.S. Henri Dunant. Wile at sea this ship was found to be too

heavily | aden and had to put in at Gothenburg, a Swedish port. There it
di scharged about one-third of its freight, including a nunber of Canadi an Red
Cross packages which were to be delivered |later. Reaching Delzijl on
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8 Mar 45, the Henri Dunant began to unload its cargo of flour, rice,

oat flakes and lentils (the followi ng day). These supplies were distributed
to the people by Dutch officials under the supervision of the Internationa

Red Cross (lbid, p. 33).

36. Meanwhi | e SHAEF had continued to explore the possibilities of supply by
air, which first had been nooted as a token measure in Novenber 1944. Due to
airfield denplition and general flooding, air |anding was considered to be

i mpracticable. Parachutes were in too short supply to be used. It was felt,
therefore, that the quickest and easiest nethod to ensure distribution over a
wi de area would be free dropping, i.e. in packages w thout parachutes.

Aut hority for this was granted on 24 Apr 45, but plans were del ayed pendi ng
negotiations with the Germans in Holland. (lbid: SHAEF to AGMR, 27 Apr 45,

and "Free Dropping Ops for Relief in Holland").

THE FI RST MEETI NG AT ACHTERVELD, 28 APR 45

37. On 13 Apr the Allies began to receive nessages through resistance
channel s saying that Seyss-Inquart wi shed to di scuss ways and neans of getting
food to the starving Dutch.® On a Governnental level this intelligence was

di scussed at the international conference then being held at San Francisco.
(Lbid; p. 40) 1In the field SHAEF handl ed the matter but could not arrange an

initial meeting until 28 April. For this parley

8Seyss-Inquart stated that on his own initiative he contacted
confidential agents of the Dutch Governnent on 2 Apr in an attenpt to
reach the Allies for truce talks (Trials of the Major War Crinminals
vol XVI, p. 16)
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Maj - Gen Sir Francis de Guingand, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O, Chief of Staff,

21st Arny Group, was designated as the Supreme Conmander's representative.
His orders were to obtain agreement for the i mediate entry of food, and al so
to sound out the eneny regarding their possible capitulation in Holland.

(Guingand, Maj-Gen Sir Francis, de, Qperation Victory (London, 1947),

pp 445-46)

38. The arrangenents for this first conference between representatives of

t he opposi ng sides were made by Lt-Gen Charles Foul kes, C.B., D.S.0, GOC.,
1 Cdn Corps. It was held in the school house at Achterveld, a small Dutch
village about five mles east of Amersfoort in the area occupi ed by

Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry. Instructions were issued that
after 0800 hours 28 Apr no weapons would be fired by troops of 1 Cdn Corps
unl ess they were attacked. By nmeans of wirel ess comrunication with the eneny
the village of Vinkenhoef was designated as a rendezvous. (WD., 2 Cdn Inf

Bde, 27 Apr 45)

39. The senior officer selected to neet the German party there was

Bri gadier MP. Bogert, D.S.0., OB.E., Cormanding 2 Cdn Inf Bde. He took with
himthe followi ng officers: M A G Mgee (B.M), My J.H Wiarton (A A &
QMG), Capt E.B. Bradish (1.0.), Capt H S. Robinson (T.0.),

Lt D.G MacCulloch (1.0 ), and Lt G Koransky (I.0O., 1 Cdn Inf Div, who acted
as interpreter). The party notored as far as a road block (433991) set up in
the centre of the F.D.Ls. of the Loyal Ednonton Reginent; the Brigadier

Bri gade Major, and interpreter then set off on foot under the protection of a
white flag. As no one was found at the appointed place, Brigadier Bogert had
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to walk a little further into eneny territory before contacting the first

Germans. The War Diary of his headquarters states:

The enemy parlenentaire consisted of Reichsrichter Schwebel, Judge
Advocate for Occupied Holland, who greeted the Bde Cond with a "tired'
Nazi salute; a Jr Staff offr; the |.0 6 Para Div; a civilian
interpreter and a paratroop Unteroffizier (Cpl) who... carried a

tremendous white flag on a very large pole.?®

(Lbid, 28 Apr 45)

40. About then the two parties set off for Achterveld by an indirect route,
the Judge Advocate riding with the Brigadier in the latter's staff car and the
remai nder in jeeps. According to convention, the Germans were blindfol ded
until reaching the school house. Witing there were the following Allied

officers:

Representing 21 Arny Group:
Maj - Gen Sir Francis de Guingand, C. of S.
Brigadier E.T. Wllians, B.G S. (Int)
Col onel O Poole, Col "Q' Plans

Maj E. R Culver, (Anerican) A.D.C. to C. of S.

°Claim ng they were part of the German party who had got |ost, an
of ficer and a corporal carrying a white flag wandered into the |lines of
the Royal 22e Reginent that afternoon. H. Q 1 Cdn Inf Div verified
their statenments and ordered themto be taken back to Vi nkenhoef and put
on the road to Anersfoort (WD., 3 Cdn Inf Bde, April 1945:
Intelligence Log, 1650 hrs, 28 Apr 45).
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Representing Allied Naval Forces:

Capt R E Jeffreys, C. of S. to the Flag Oficer

Representing Allied Air Forces:

Air Conmpdore A . J.W Geddes

Representing the Russian mssion to 21 Arny G oup:

Col Ivan Zinkovitch

Representing Net herl ands Forces:

H R H Prince Bernhardt, C. -in-C., and his C. of S

O her Allied Oficers:
Maj - Gen A. Galloway, G O C. Netherlands District

Brigadier N. B. Brading, Cond 6 L. of C. Sub-Area

Representing HQ First Cdn Arny:
Brigadier C.C. Mann, C. of S.
Bri gadier WB. Wedd, D.D.C. A
Col onel A . F. Downe, Col "Q' (British)
Col onel G P Henderson, Col M1 GCovt
Lt-Col J.C. Clunie, AQMG (M
Lt-Col WJ.C. Stikeman, AQMG
Lt-Col L.V. Chater, G S.O | (Int) (British)

Lt-Col J.A.D. Craig, GS.O | (Adm
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Representing 1 Cdn Corps:

Lt-Gen C. Foul kes, Corps Cond
Brigadier G Kitching, B.G S.
Brigadier WP. Glbride, DDA & QMG
Brigadier A.E. Winch, C S O

Lt-Col J.M Houghton, G S.O |

Col onel J.S. Adam A CMGO

Lt-Col P.H Tedman, A QMG

Lt-Col F.B. Neary, S.O | (Adm

Representing 1 Cdn Inf Div:
Maj - Gen H-W Foster, G O C.

Brigadier WS. Ziegler, CRA

(Lbid; WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn

Corps, 28 Apr 45)

41. The senior civilian and German officers were first admtted into the
conference roomto present their credentials to Maj-Gen de Gui ngand, who

i gnored their proffered handshake. He then ordered in the renmining officers,
who grouped thensel ves on either side of a long table. Dr Friedrich Plutzer
supported Schwebel as del egate of the Reichskomr ssar, and two Gernman officers
acted as escorts. The main points of the Allied plan to send in food were
expl ai ned to the eneny representatives, who took nany notes and occasionally
rai sed points - such as an objection to the air dropping schene. The Dutch

of ficial who accompani ed the German party appeared to be nost astoni shed and
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delighted at the plan of the Allies, Schwebel contended, however, that he
could make no definite commitnments until Seyss-Inquart had exam ned the
proposal s. There upon de Gui ngand dermanded that they should be revi ewed
carefully before the next neeting, which should be attended by Seyss-Inquart
hi msel f, General Blaskowitz, and the necessary experts to ensure i mmedi ate
action. ' The request of the Germans that the next neeting be on their side of
the line was refused, but they were told they need not be blindfol ded.

(de Guingard, op cit, pp 447-48)

42. At noon | uncheon was served in two | arge marquees erected on the church
grounds adj oi ning the school house. The Germans were left to eat their neal in
their waiting roominside the school. (WD., 2 Cdn Inf Bde, 28 Apr 45).
Afterwards Maj - Gen de Gui ngand asked Schwebel to see him alone, but the latter
i nsisted on bringing along the Army representative. The two Germans were
then told of the difficulties which would result if hostilities continued and
were given a strong hint that the Allied were prepared for their part to hold
fast the line of the Grebbe and Eem Rivers. Schwebel replied that he was not
authorized to discuss such matters but would report to his chief.

(de Guingand, op cit, p. 449)

43. It appears that all equipnent for the conference had been arranged for
except a typewiter. Consequently, there was sonme delay until one was rushed

up fromthe R A P. of the P.P.C.L.I. - one which turned out to be a portable

19An unsi gned copy of the Articles of Agreenent prepared for the
signatures of the representative of the Suprenme Comrander A E. F. and the
Rei chskomm ssar is attached as Appendi x "E"
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Oivette, "liberated" in Italy. (Notes by Capt Allen). As soon as the
necessary docunments had been drawn up, both parties signed and the conference
concl uded about 1630 hours. Brigadier Bogert and his contact party thereupon
drove the Germans back to the road block in the Ednontons' |ines, walking with
them as far as the crossroads (427997). That evening all concerned were
warned that the "no firing" order remained in effect. (WD., 2 Cdn |Inf Bde,

28 Apr 45)

44, On 29 May Brigadi er Bogert, acconpani ed by Brigadier Kitching,

Maj Magee, and an interpreter, returned to the same RV, followed soon
afterwards by Lt-Gen Foul kes and Brigadier Winch. There they net

Lt- Gen Hermann Pl ocher, Commandi ng 6 Para Div, who was acconpani ed by three
staff officers. Wth their interpreters the two senior officers pronptly

adj ourned to the | east-danmaged house on the crossroads to confer briefly over
the Allied demands and the neeting for the norrow, the Germans being told "in

no indefinite terns" the area where there would be no firing. The parley

| asted | ess than an hour. (lLbid, 29 Apr 45)

45, That afternoon the Brigade Mjor requested the Ednontons to check for
m nes and mark a | ane around the road block (431993) in order that jeeps could
by-pass. This unit received a report that approximately 30 of the eneny arned
with light nmortars and nmachi ne guns had occupied the vicinity of map reference
411987 (about one nile from Vinkenhoef), but no great concern was felt as it
was consi dered a natural reaction in view of the high-ranking officers than in

the area. (WD., L. Edm R, 29 Apr 45)
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46. That same day the first food for the relief of the Dutch was flown in by
Allied aircraft. Free dropping operations schedul ed for 28 Apr had had to be
cancel l ed due to weather, and, owing to the difficulty of renoving mnes, it
was al so necessary to substitute another dropping zone for \Waal haven. The
four D.Zs. agreed upon for use were: The Hague racecourse, Ypenburg airfield
(of The Hague), Val henburg airfield (of Rotterdam), and Kralingsche Plas beach
(on the outskirts of Rotterdam.!* The method enployed was to pack rations in
sacks, each wei ghting about 23 pounds, and drop them wi thout parachutes froma
hei ght of 300 feet. The sacks dropped initially contai ned bread, dehydrated
neat, potatoes, vegetables, margarine, sugar, chocol ate, and other foodstuff.
on the first day (29 Apr) 239 aircraft dropped 510 | ong tons or

550, 000 rations. These figures were al nost doubled the foll ow ng day, when
502 sorties were flown in order to drop 1074.6 long tons or 1,070,300 rations.
((H. S.) 20581.053(D1): wvol 1, Diary, "Free Dropping Ops for Relief in

Hol I and", p. 41)

THE SECOND MEETI NG AT ACHTERVELD, 30 APR 45

47. Definite arrangenents for feeding the Dutch were agreed to at a second
conference held at the same school house in Achterveld on 30 Apr. Both sides
sent experts and representative officers additional to those who had been at
the first neeting two days before. General Eisenhower's persona

representative this time was his Chief of Staff, Lt-Gen W Bedell Snith.

11The CGermans reported that, contrary to the agreenent, food was
dropped on 29 Apr at Waal haven, a large part landing in water and
bet ween nines on the airfield.
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Ot her senior Allied officers included: Prince Bernhardt, Lt-Gen Foul kes, and
Maj - Gen |van Sousl oparov, head of the Russian MIlitary m ssion to SHAEF. For

Holland it was a gala day -- the birthday of Princess Juliana.

48. At 1100 hours Lt-Gen Foul kes, acconpani ed by Brigadi er Bogert, left H Q
2 Cdn Inf Bde at Barneveld in a convoy of five staff cars and nine jeeps bound
for the RV (427997). As the staff cars could proceed no further than the road
bl ock at 433991, the two Commanders changed to jeeps. They were thus able to
ride past a second road bl ock at 432992 and drive to the RV, where the

foll owi ng events took place:

There was a short wait here until a German Col and two staff offrs
arrived to explain that the nain body of their party had been sonewhat del ayed
as they were forced to scranble over or around the many rd bl ocks erected by
the enemy between the RV and AMERSFOORT. A few minutes |ater the nmain body
arrived headed by Rei chskonm ssar Seyss-1nquart, nunber one of the War
Crimnals List for HOLLAND. Wth the Rei chskomm ssar were the Judge Advocate,
Rei chsrichter Schwebel and Cenerall eutnant Plocher, Cond 6 Para Div. The
remai nder of the party which totalled 24 were various German Staff O frs and
the Reichstonmi ssar's private secretary, his constant conpanion, a "~young
doll'. Seven Dutch civilians included in the party represented the various
civil departments that would be engaged in the supervision of the distribution

of food.

((H.S.) 112.3ML009 (D133): 1 Cdn
Corps Int Sum No 290, 6 My 45)
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The Canadi an representatives arrived at Achterveld at the sane tinme as the
Russi an del egation. Then cane Lt-Gen Bedell Snmith and his retinue and finally
the Germans with their Canadi an escorts. The conference opened in the

fol |l owi ng manner:

The eyes of every officer, other rank and villager were on the
central figures in this drama. Leading the procession, |inping along
slightly in advance and | ooking straight in front of him noved the hated
SEYSS- | NQUART, Rei chskonmi ssar of THE NETHERLANDS. Wth the
di sappearance of the German party, the Allies' representatives nade
their way into the school fromthe other side. After sone slight
re-arrangenment the first main conference between General SM TH on the

one hand and SEYSS- | NQUART on the other began

(Lbi d)

49, After his introductory remarks Bedell Smith asked de CGuingand to outline
the general plan to feed the Dutch. This he did, stating the amunt of food
avail abl e and expl ai ni ng the various nmethods to be enployed -- supply by air
by ship, by rail, road and canal. |In addition, nedical arrangenents for those
who were in various stages of starvation had to be made. The presentation of
this general outline required about one and a half hours but appeared to
satisfy Seyss-lnquart. Those present then fornmed thensel ves into syndicates,

each conprising British, Dutch and German representatives. (de Guingand,

op cit, pp 450-501)
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50. The Naval Syndicate dealt with the selection of Dutch ports, the routing
of relief ships there and the piloting of themthrough mnefields. The Air
Syndi cat e sel ected droppi ng zones and arranged for the routing of aircraft,
also for the control of eneny anti-aircraft. The Allies insisted upon the

Dut ch being allowed conplete freedomin distributing the food dropped, but

only after a great deal of pressure did the eneny agree to this. The Gernmans,

however, promised to supply all information regarding nmnes in the canals,
also to repair the bridges for traffic by road and rail. (lbid)
51. General Foul kes dealt with CGeneral Plocher regrading the terns under

whi ch convoys by road and inland waterway could pass freely into Holland. The
first suggestion Plocher made was that nerely one road shoul d be considered
neutral,and that only for certain periods of the day, but he was soon made to
see how |l udicrous this would be. Then they discussed a certain demarkation
line north and south of the road to allow convoys to go through unnol est ed.
General Foul kes desired an area sufficiently large so that no unfortunate

i ncident could occur, and proposed that a truce be declared over the conplete

battl efront between the Waal and the |jssel neer.

General Plocher received this suggestion with obvious agitation and
became very uneasy. No, he could not entertain such a suggestion
wi t hout reference to higher authority. General Foul kes' annoyance grew
with the increasing uneasi ness of General Plocher. |If the whole area
was not acceptable to General Plocher, then a slightly smaller area
m ght be considered, but the boundaries had to be clear and wel
defined. Ceneral Plocher interposed, however, by saying that he was
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fully used to drawi ng up boundari es which ensure that no incidents for
whi ch he was responsible, occurred within those points. |t was pointed
out to him however, that there existed in the German Arny the odd man
who nmight well mar the whol e arrangenent by |oosing off a bullet or
shell unless the boundaries limting the neutral area were ones which

coul d not possibly be m staken by the stupidest man.

At this point General Foul kes stated that he had had enough. Wat he
wanted was a mlitary commander who had authority to deal with himon
his terns, not nerely a divisional commander whose sector did not take
in the whole front. A request was made that either General Plocher
shoul d be given the authority by General Blaskowitz or that the latter
shoul d come down and neet General Foul kes and thrash out the whole

guestion. After some hesitation, General Plocher agreed to this.

((H-S.) 112.3ML009 (D133): 1 Cdn

Corps Int Sum No 290, 6 May 45)

52. Wil e the syndicates were working out these details, a snmall group at
the top | evel sounded out Seyss-Ilnquart regarding a general truce and
capitulation of the German forces in Holland. It is believed that the Nazi
attended al one, while Lt-Gen Bedell Smith was supported by

Maj - Gen de Gui ngand, Maj-Gen K.WD. Strong (head of SHAEF Intelligence) and
Brigadier E.T. WIllians (head of 21st Arny Group Intelligence). Wen

Bedel|l Smith pointed out that within weeks or perhaps days Gernmany woul d have
to admit conplete defeat, Seyss-lnquart declared "I entirely agree". Yet he

37 Report No. 56



contended that it was up to General Blaskowitz to initiate such a matter as
surrender. Warned that he woul d have to pay the penalty for further |oss of
life, the Reichskomissar replied in a quiet voice: "I amnot afraid to die,

I ama CGernman."'? (de Gui ngand, p. 452)

53. Meanwhi | e, other officers engaged in conversation a major and a captain

of the S.S. who had acconpani ed Seyss-1nquart.

The Captain said that the food situation was indeed atrocious and
the first drop of supplies had been a great success. All the aircraft
had dropped their packages well and truly in the areas arranged for
According to him they cane in |ow and not a shot was fired by the
German defences as they flew on their mssion of nercy. The Dutch food
authorities apparently had the arrangements well co-ordinated and there

was no confusion.

((H-S.) 112.3ML009 (D133): 1 Cdn

Corps Int Sum No 290, 6 May 45)

12Anot her version of this exchange runs as follows:

General Smith held a smaller conference with Seyss-Ilnquart to
explore nmore fruitful possibilities. A dramatic incident
occurred when Ceneral Smith turned during this discussion to

Seyss-lnquart and said: - "Well, in any case, you are going to
be shot." To which the Reichskonmm ssar replied: - "That
| eaves me cold." GCeneral Smith then retorted: - "It will!l"

((H.S.) 112.3ML009 (D133):
1 Cdn Corps Int Sum No 290,
6 May 45)
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After questioning the Dutch representatives who had acconpani ed Seyss-I|nquart,
Prince Bernhardt's Chief of Staff confirmed that what the S.S. nen had said

was true.

The first dropping of food had been an unqualified success. At The
Hague, when the bonbers cane over there was a scene of wild rejoicing by
the inhabitants standing on the roofs of houses, in the streets and in
the squares. They gave the aircraft a tremendous reception. In fact
the whole town went nmad with joy, not so nuch for the food that they
received, but for the fact that the Allies had not forsaken them This
was only a beginning and in token form but in their mnds it augured

well for the future.

(Lbi d)

54. To coordi nate the work of the various sub-commttees, a conference was
hel d at the end of the day when each service was called upon to recapitul ate
the decisions arrived at. By 1845 hours agreenent had been reached on both

si des, and, after arrangenents had been made for further neetings, the various
parties separated. The main points still to be solved were the matter of the
tenporary truce and the area over which it was extended. These were to be

deci ded at a neeting the next day at 1200 hours.

55. During the conference the Russians wanted to set up a WT Station but
had no place to put it. Lt-Col R P. Clark, Conmanding P.P.C. L.I., nade room
in the Tactical Headquarters he had set up across the road fromthe school

39 Report No. 56



and arranged for the use of a generator belonging to the Battalion's

"Sally Ann". (Notes by Capt Allen)

56. As the CGermans energed from the school house, they were confronted with a
| uxurious Mercedes car driven by Prince Bernhardt. |t had been presented to
himafter a 16-year-old |lad of the Dutch Underground had stolen it from no

| ess a person than Seyss-lnquart. (How it got across the |line has not been
expl ained.) That day it was parked in the npst conspicuous place possible,

with a Dutch National pennant flying gaily fromits radiator. (lbid)

57. In his subsequent trial as a ngjor war crimnal, Seyss-lnquart testified
that he cane to realize that mlitary resistance in the Netherlands was in
vai n through a statenment which Reich Mnister Speer had nmade to hi mon

1 Apr 45. He said he then decided to negotiate on the basis that Allied
troops shoul d not advance further into Holland. |In that case no further
destruction would occur and the Allies could take over the feeding of the
civilians through direct contact with the Dutch authorities for food supply.

In his evidence he said:

SEYSS- | NQUART: Then the negotiati ons dragged on, and on 30 April
had the conversation with Lieutenant-General Bedell Smith. | purposely
did not ask for authorization fromBerlin in order to avoid a refusal or
be prohibited fromcarrying out ny intention. | did this on ny own.
General Bl askowitz, the conmander of the Netherlands, was very
apprehensive. He called nme during the night, because his superiors had
asked himjust what was going on. Nevertheless, | was determned to
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carry through this matter, for it seemed the only reasonable step |
could take in this situation. | stated that | would assune al
responsibility. On 30 April the conference took place and the result
that | had desired in effect materialized -- the giving up of the

mlitary defense of Holl and.

DR. STEI NBAUER: Then what did you personally do?

SEYSS- | NQUART: Admiral Donitz, as head of State, called nme to
Fl ensburg. | went by speedboat across the North Sea and reported to
him and the Admiral will confirmthis as ny witness; | succeeded in
having the denolition decree rescinded and tried nmy very best to retur

to the Netherlands. Finally I plunged ahead and was arrested in

n

Hanbur g.
(TIrial of the Major War Crimnals
Vol XVI, p. 17)
M SSI ONS OF MERCY
58. One of the mmjor decisions resulting fromthe nmeeting at Achterveld on

30 Apr was to increase the air deliveries as rapidly as possible to

1550 tonnes daily. Sonme ten D.Zs. were selected for that purpose. The air
supply plan was nade by SHAEF and put into effect immediately. On 1 My
nearly 900 aircraft (504 R A F., 392 U.S.) dropped 1739.4 |ong tons or
1,592,500 rations ("Free Dropping Ops", p. 41). It has been estinmated that
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between 30 Apr and 7 May some 7500 |ong tons were dropped into Holl and.

((H. S.) 20581.053 (D1): Civil Affairs 1 Cdn Corps Wekly Report, 11 May 45)

59. 1 Cdn Corps was specially charged with the delivery of supplies,

i ncludi ng coal and nedical supplies, by land. This job was handled by a

speci al organi zation headed by Lt-Col E. A DeGeer, CRASC 1 Cdn Corps Tps, with
Maj T.W Bigelow as 2 i/c. Under the nane of Operation "FAUST" they set up an
ad hoc headquarters about 100 yards beyond the Canadian F.D.Ls. and 300 yards
fromthe eneny. Deliveries by |and began on 2 May and by the follow ng day
convoys of 30 vehicles were proceeding over the line every 30 m nutes. CRASC
"FAUST" was di sbanded on 10 May. (WD., HQ R C. A S.C., 1 Cdn Corps Tps,

1 - 10 May 45)

60. The Canadi an troops participating were transport platoons drawn fromthe
following RC A S.C. units:

1 Cdn I nf Bde Coy

3 Cdn I nf Bde Coy

1 Cdn Div Tps Coy

1 Cdn Arnd Bde Coy

2 Cdn Med Regt P1

32 Cdn Corps Tps Comp Coy

In addition, the R A S.C. supplied platoons fromthe following units: 118,

460, 482, and 483 Coys, 930 Coy (G T.), 1542 and 1578 Arty Pls, R A S.C. Most

of the | oading was done by Dutch |abour. Exclusive of Netherlands transport,

42 Report No. 56



dai |y tonnages (long) delivered by Canadian and British lorries were reported

to be as foll ows:

2 May 840 6 May 1141
3 May 905 7 May 02
4 May 1002 8 May 1029
5 May 878 9 May 1118

((H.S.) 205S81.053 (D1): wvol 2,
S. & T. Branch 1 Cdn Corps,
"Daily Sitreps FAUST Control",

2 - 9 May 45)

61. Deliveries by land were made mainly from No. 80 Base Supply Depot and
No. 192 Detail Issue Depot R A S.C., N jnegen, ! to a roadside dunp in No
Man's Land bet ween Wageni ngen and Rhenen, Dutch villages on the Neder Rijn.
Dutch authorities then becanme responsi ble, but they were handi capped by the
nunber of workers who had been forced to go underground and the weakened
physi cal condition of those available. Actual distribution did not begin
until 10 May in Ansterdam 11 May in the Hague and the Province of Utrecht.
To assi st the overextended Dutch transport facilities, some 200 Canadi an

mlitary vehicles were handed over for use in first line distribution of

supplies and nore were offered. Coal, a nuch-needed yet bul ky compdity, ran

137 May was used to clean vehicles and equi pnment.
“Moved to Urecht, 8 May 45.
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cl ose second to food in priority (lbid;, Civil Affairs 1 Cdn Corps Wekly

Report, 11 May 45).

62. On 7 May 45 officers of Civil Affairs, 1 Cdn Corps, conferred with a
del egation of the German Civil Adm nistration headed by Schwebel. Although
admtting that experts differed widely in estimating the actual state of

affairs in Holland, a Canadian report witten after this neeting stated:

It is gratifying to note that the situation is NOT as bad as been
expect ed; *> neverthel ess, our forces arrived none too soon as the German
Cond, a humane man for one of his breed, is reported to have planned to
surrender on 12 May, as he calculated that after 15 May acute starvation

conditions would set in..

In general it may be said that death from starvati on was confined to
the very old, the very young, and the very poor. Rotterdamwas in the
wor st plight due to nore wi despread poverty. Conditions in The Hague
were roughly parallel, and probably slightly better in Utrecht.

Dr. Banni ng, Chief Medical Inspector of Health for the Netherlands, who
succeeded in nmaintaining his position and i ndependence throughout the
entire German occupation, gave as his opinion that the suffering was
cased nore by lack of quantity in the rations than by any marked vitanin

deficiency. 1In Rotterdam approximtely 400 cases of adv starvation were

15At his trial as a major war crimnal Seyss-lnquart adnmitted that
25, 000 Dutch people died of starvation (Irial of the Mjor War
Crimnals, vol XVlI, p. 16).
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reported per day. In Ansterdam 130 people died during the week prior to
our entry. The Swedi sh Red Cross were treating 8000 cases of

sem -starvation and 2000 in The Hague. Factors such as |ack of
facilities of light and heat in the hosps, and anbs to carry patients

there, contributed their toll

(Lbi d)

63. In view of these conditions, it is unfortunate that there was such a
del ay between the delivery and the distribution of the needed supplies. One
nust bear in mind, however, that the Dutch control authorities did not have
the facilities of Arnmy organization. Although it is true that the Germans
caused sone delay by frequently changing the type of passes issued to Dutch
drivers of vehicles engaged in carrying supplies from Rhenen, there is no
evidence to indicate that they used intimdation to prevent distribution
taking place. The real reason for the tine lag was a shortage of Dutch | abour
and transport. To assist in overcom ng this, Canadian vehicles continued to
be made avail abl e even after responsibility for distribution had passed to

Net herl ands District on 14 May 45. By then preparations were well in hand for
| arge scale deliveries by ship and canal barge. ((H S.) 215Cl1.043 (D4):
Report by Maj A K. Reid, "Canadian Civil Affairs Contribution to Feeding the

Dutch in Western Holland". See also Hist Sec, CMH Q, Report No. 172

Canadian Participation in Civil Affairs/Mlitary Governnent, Part |V: Belgium

and Net herl ands, General Historical Survey).

MEETI NGS BETWEEN LT- GEN FOULKES AND LT- GEN REI CHELT, 1 AND 3 MNAY 45
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64. On instructions of the C. of S. 21st Arnmy Group (de Guingard),

Lt-Gen Foul kes twice net Lt-Gen Paul Reichelt, C of S. Twenty-Fifty Arny, to
make detail ed arrangenents for the safe conduct of the |and shipnments of food
going into the German-controlled portion of Holland and their subsequent

di stribution.

65. The first of these neetings took place on 1 May 45 in a little wayside
i nn near Wageni ngen. ((H. S.) 215C1. 98 (D362): Notes of Meeting, 1 May 45;

(H S.) 215C1.98 (D372): First Cdn Arny Int Periodical, 14 May 45)1

Agreenment was reached that a neutral corridor would be established between the
Arnhem Utrecht railway in the north and the Waal River in the south through
whi ch the food convoys woul d be given safe passage. In that area all troops
woul d stand fast and there would be no patrolling or firing of any weapons.
The northern boundary was to be readjusted about 6 May, when the road
Arnhem Ede- Zei st woul d be ready for use. GCeneral Foul kes sought to extend the
neutral zone nuch further north, and pronmised to carry out no offensive
operations between the |jssel meer and Wal cheren. Ceneral Reichelt agreed in
principle and for his own part undertook not to carry out offensive operations
north of the railway, but he pointed out that this nmeant, in effect, the
neutralization of the German forces in Western Holland. It would therefore
require authority fromthe C -in-C. COccupied Holland, he said, and perhaps
woul d have to be referred to the Suprene Command. He prom sed to obtain a

decision on this for the next neeting on 3 May. In addition, General Reichelt

8For a detail ed account see (H. S.) 225C2.012 (D4), Surrender
Arrangenents.
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undertook to provide guards to protect food dunps fromcivilians and German
troops. It was further agreed that the C. -in-C. COccupied Holland and G O. C
1 Cdn Corps woul d each send a representative to further neetings of the Joint
Food Distribution Committee in order to deal with any conplaints regarding

| ooting or inproper distribution of food. ((H S.) 225C2.012 (D4): Foulkes to

Foster, 1 May 45)

66. General Foul kes at once inplenmented this agreenment by forbidding

of fensi ve operations on he front of his Corps from Wal cheran to the |jssel neer
and ordered his Comranders to explain the situation carefully to all ranks.

He restricted artillery concentration to the absolute mnimumrequired to
prevent eneny penetration, and decreed that there would be no firing of
artillery within the corridor except on the orders of GO C 49(WR ) Inf Div

or Cond 1 Cdn Arnmd Bde. (lbid)

67. Two days later, at 1100 hours on 3 May, Cenerals Foul kes and Reichelt
nmet again at the sane place as before and agreed that the corridor south of
the Arnhem Utrecht railway, including the Waal River, should remain neutral
During hours of daylight free use could be made of the river and canal system
and between 0500 and 2100 hours the I|jsselmer was to be neutral. Arrangenents
were made for a tel ephone line to connect the F.D.Ls. of 49 (WR ) Inf Div and
the enemy in order to enabl e nessages to be passed wi thout the use of
wireless. Although it was further agreed that the neutral corridor could be
extended at a later date on the opening of the Ede-Zeist-Urecht road, the
German C.-in-C. would not agree to the extension of the neutral zone north of
the railway and gave notice that he reserved the right to carry on |loca
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operations, i.e. patrolling, etc, from 0500 hours 4 May. GCeneral Foul kes in
reply renewed his assurance that 1 Cdn Corps woul d undertake no of fensive
operations, but he gave a solenn warning that any incidents on the Gernman

front would be retaliated tenfold (lbid, Menp by General Foul kes, 3 May 45).

68. At the conclusion of their talk the two generals carried on an infornmal
di scussion on the question of surrender. General Reichelt declared that he
and the German soldiers would flood the country and, if necessary, die in
Hol I and rather than subnit to surrender, which to them neant being deported to
Russi a as slave |labour. The Canadi an Corps conmander replied that such an act
of flooding woul d cause untold m sery and warned that those responsible would
be treated as war crinmnals. This warning CGeneral Reichelt pronised to draw
to the attention of General Blaskowitz, and he hinself undertook not to carry
out any flooding until such tine as 1 Cdn Corps recommenced the offensive. In
a menorandum written after this neeting, General Foul kes, described the fears

of the eneny in the follow ng manner

Gen Reichelt pointed out that they had been inforned that one of the
agreenents of the Yalta conference by the Three Powers was that al
German PWwoul d be handed over to the Russians to be transported to
Si beria and other places, into slavery. He pointed out that there was
no Cerman sol dier who woul d not rather die than be handed over to the

Bol shevi ks.

Gen Reichelt was assured that he would be treated |ike any other
German PWwho had fallen into British hands and that now was the
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appropriate time to surrender. He asked if | would give himmy witten
word that this was an actual fact. It was naturally inpossible for ne
to do this without consultation with higher authority. | gained the

i mpression, however, that if this assurance could be given to

Gen Reichelt that he would be ready to consider surrender.

(Lbi d)

THE SURRENDER AT WAGENI NGEN, 5 MAY 45

69. Shortly after 2000 hours 4 May 45 the B.B.C. announced that the eneny
forces in Holland, Northern Germany and Denmark had surrendered
unconditionally to Field Marshal Montgonery effective 0800 hours the follow ng
nmorning (WD., GS. 1 Cdn Corps, May 1945: Intelligence Sunmary No. 289,

5 May 45). The War Diarist of the 49th (West Riding) Infantry Division, which

was then under command 1 Cdn Corps, comrented that the news canme "at |ong
| ast, yet rather unexpectedly because it had been felt that the honour would
first fall to 1 Cdn Corps in respect of all German troops in Holland" ((H. S.)

235B49.018(D1): WD., 49 (WR) Inf Div, 4 My 45)

70. At 2200 hours 4 May HQ 1 Cdn Corps sent out the follow ng order

Al offensive action will cease forthwith. NOfiring of any type of

weapon will take place from 050800B hrs.
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(WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Corps,
May 1945, Appx 11, G O 434, 4
May 45)
This was followed by an order to all troops to “stand fast until further
instrs” (lLbid, Appx 12, G O 435, 4 May 45). General Crerar’s forces were
then facing two ways. His two Corps Conmanders therefore accepted on his

behal f the surrender of the enemy troops on their respective fronts.

71. The surrender ternms for the German Twenty-Fifth Arny were dictated in
Wageni ngen, a Dutch town situated on the Neder Rijn between Rhenen and
Arnhem Partly destroyed by German air raids in 1940, WAgeni ngen had
been rebuilt but again damaged in the final advance of 49 (WR) Inf Div
(Notes by Capt Allen). On the truce agreenment being reached a barrier
had been erected there and no vehicles other than those on relief
operations had been all owed past that point (WD., GS., HW 1 Cdn

Corps, May 1945, Appx 4. G O 400, 1 May 45).

72. At 1100 hours on the norning of 5 May Ceneral s Foul kes and Reichelt net
there in a prelimnary session, with the press in attendance for the first
time. General Foul kes opened proceedi ngs by readi ng over the general terns of
surrender furnished by SHAEF;, the Gernman replied with such infornmation as
Donitz had given him As the itens were gone through one by one, he signified
approval by a nod or just the one word “understood”. An account of that

neeting states:
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Sorme of the nmore inportant topics discussed included the i medi ate

openi ng of the Ede-Urecht road, the standstill order, responsibilities

of the German staffs at the levels, the posn of the Dutch SS, the German

order of battle, and the inmediate renmoval of the charges fromall the
dykes.
(WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Corps,
May 1945, Post Mortem No. 5,

16 May 45)

Press photographers had a field day when the German Vol kswagen on departure
becanme hopel essly entangled with a food convoy wi nding through the village

(Lbid).

73. That afternoon the Germans returned with Col - Gen Bl askowitz at their
head for the official act of surrender. This historic event has been

descri bed as foll ows:

The neeting took place in a partially danmaged, bare and small hot el

"The World'. Long tables had been set out in the | obby with chairs on

one side for the Cdn staff officers and on the other side for the Gernman

staff officers. The remainder of the roomwas crowded with chairs for
press photographers, novie camera-nen, war correspondents and a variety

of official on-lookers. These chairs were rapidly filled. The first

senior officer to arrive was Prince Beernhardt of the Netherlands. Then

came the Cdn staff officers followed i mediately into the room by the
Germans.... For a brief nonment the atnmosphere of that shabby room of
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"The World' was charged with cosnic significance, and despair and hope

exacted a full | ook at each other across a wooden table.

(Notes by Capt Allen)

Canadi an officers taking part were: Lt-Gen Foul kes, Brigadier Kitching,
Brigadier Glbride, and three G S.0Cs. (Int) including Capt D.G E. Ml nar, who

acted as interpreter (lLbid).

74. Cl ause by clause Lt-Gen Foul kes read out the surrender terms in English,
pausing for the Gernman interpreter to translate. Fromtine to tine

General Bl askowitz asked questions, which were translated into English, but
General Foul kes made it quite clear that he would allow no discussion of terns
other than for clarification or anplification. Prince Bernhardt asked for the
recognition of the Dutch Underground as a legal nmilitary force, and after
hesitation General Blaskowitz agreed. The Gernmans were to disarmand inprison
the Dutch SS inmediately. German naval personnel were placed under command of

the senior German nmilitary authority. (Lbid)

75. The of ficial surrender orders were based on instructions for |oca
capitulation previously issued by SHAEF t hrough 21st Arny Goup ((H S.)
225C2.012 (D4): C. of S. 21 AL G to First Cdn Arny, 19 Aug 44). In certain
i nstances Lt-Gen Foulkes altered and initialled the typewitten English

text, ! crossing out, for exanple, an order holding the Germans responsible

7A phot ographi c copy of the text in English and German is held by
the Historical Section ((H. S.) 215Cl1.016 (D28)) For a copy of the
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for the maintenance and safeguarding of all United Nations personnel in their

area. The two | eaders affixed their signatures at 1630 hours 5 May 45.18

76. The terms of the surrender required the Gernman Conmanders to retain the
troops under their command, in their existing locations; to be responsible for
their discipline; and to allow no nmovenent without Allied authority. They
were to furnish all necessary information, to disarmtheir own personnel, and
to preserve for the Allies their war nmaterial and records. They were to be
responsi bl e for the maintenance of thenselves and their animals. They were to
take under command all nenmbers of the police and the concentration canps,
arresting all personnel connected with the canps other than inmates. They
were to continue to clear the canals for barge traffic and to assist in
further arrangenents for feeding the Dutch civilians. ((H S.) 215C1.016

(D28): First Canadian Arnmy Orders to German Conmanders on Surrender 5 May 45)

77. After the formal proceedings Lt-CGen Reichelt was asked to produce the
di spositions and strengths of the units in Holland. 1In doing so he stated
that the nunmber of troops in the country, Army, Navy and G A . F. was 120, 000.
When told that the Allies had been chasing his headquarters with their Air

Forces several tines, he broke into a wide grin and replied "I know - you got

Engl i sh version see Appendix "F" to this report.

18The Political Intelligence Department Intelligence Summary #34,
19 May 45 states that "the Instrument of surrender required re-typing,
and was finally signed on 6th May" ((H. S.) 219Cl1.009 (D10)). But as the
phot ographi ¢ copy of the text very clearly shows the date of signature
to be 5 May and as no other source di scovered makes reference to the
signing on the 6th, it is presuned that the Intelligence Summary is in
error here.
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me out of bed twice" ((H S.) 224C1.009 (D7): Intelligence Sunmary No. 289,

5 May 45).

FURTHER ARRANGEMENTS FOR SURRENDER

78. On 6 May Col -Gen Bl askowitz returned to Wageni ngen acconpani ed by his
Chief of Staff and other senior officers for a conference on details of the
surrender. In addition, he signhed a receipt for the orders given himthe
previ ous day. The "opposite nunmbers" of the Twenty-Fifth Army and 1 Cdn Corps
got together, and the Germans handed over the necessary charts and docunents.
When Bl askowitz asked that his troops be allowed to retain their arns "for
protection against the Dutch", Lt-Gen Foulkes replied "I will protect you just
as efficiently as |I fought you". (lbid, Intelligence Summary No. 300,

7 May 45 (renunbered 291)).

79. Witten orders by General Crerar dated 6 May issued to

Col -Gen Bl askowitz defined the latter's area of responsibility as the

Net herl ands and that part of Germany |lying west of the River Wser, including
the Frisian Islands as far east as inclusive Alte Mellum and Wanger ooge, and
north of the general |ine Del menhorst - Cloppenburg - Lingenon - Nordhorn.
Wthin that area Bl askowitz was held responsible for all German arned forces,
auxiliaries and civilians, except such personnel of the German Navy and Air
Force as m ght |ater be expressly excluded. Until further notice he was to
receive his orders through the GO C. 1 Cdn Corps and coul d accept orders

t hrough German channels only fromthe Headquarters of Field Marshal Busch
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C.-in-C. North-West.'® ((H S.) 225C2.012 (D4): Crerar to Bl askowitz,

6 May 45)

80. From Lt - Gen Foul kes on that sane day Bl askowitz received orders to
continue to exercise command over all German troops in Western Holland. He
was to place all his troops, except headquarters and installations, under
command of either the German 88th or 30th Corps for purposes of disarnmanment
and concentration. 49 (WR) Inf Div, under conmand of Mj-Gen S.B. Rawins,
C.B.E., DS.O, MC , was to take over the 88 Corps area commencing

0900 hours, 7 May. 1 Cdn Inf Div, under comrand of Maj-CGen H W Foster,
D.S.0, was to take over the 30 Corps area comrenci ng 0900 hours 8 May.
German formations and units were to receive orders to concentrate in the
agreed areas and to be disarned at dates and tines as ordered by the
respective G Gs.C. direct to the German Corps Conmanders. Di shandnment of
headquarters and installations would be ordered later. (lbid, Foulkes to

Bl askowitz, 6 May 45)

81. Instructions issued to formations of First Canadian Arny stated that al
eneny forces would be held as capitul ated troops and not given the status of

P.W?20% fornmed German units were not to be broken up without reference to

For a diagrammatic outline of the chain of conmand, see Appx "G'
to this report.

20The status of capitulated troops is determi ned by negotiation and
is not restricted to any degree by international agreement. Had the
Germans been decl ared prisoners of war, the Allies would not have been
able to use German adnministrative facilities to the extent they did.
The Allies would al so have been responsible for the maintenance of the
Germans and the pay of the officers. (Manual of Mlitary Law, p. 286,
paras 88 and 95)
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Corps HQ (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Corps, My 1945: Appx 16, Message S.D.
2141, S.D. 1 Cdn Corps to 1 Cdn Inf Div and 49 (WR.) Inf Div, 6 May 45). The

next day H Q 1 Cdn Corps sent out the follow ng nessage:

Until further orders German officers will be pernmitted to carry a
personal weapon. This weapon will NOT repeat NOT be displayed but will
be carried in a pocket. German O R enp on gd duties may carry a
weapon. This concession will NOT be extended to nenbers of S.S. and

para fmms.

(Lbid, Appx 19, G O 463, 1 Cdn

Corps, 7 May 45)

Later the Corps Commander informed General Blaskowitz that, in order to

mai ntain discipline, German M Ps. while on duty within the confines of the
various concentration areas were permtted to carry a personal weapon (WD.,
GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div, May 1945: Appx 10, Message 0-66, 1 Cdn Inf Div to
Div formations and units, 9 May 45). German engi neers and pioneers permtted
to | eave the concentration areas for work in clearing enemy defences, however,
were to nove in organi zed groups protected by Canadian or British personnel
(Lbid, Appx 11; Message @65, 1 Cdn Inf Div to Div formations and units,

9 May 45). Al troops of nationality other than German serving in the Gernman
Arny were to be considered as German soldiers and treated as such ((H S.)

225c2.012 (D4): G O 499, 1 Cdn Corps, 10 May 45).
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82. H Q 1 Cdn Corps noved on 9 May from Apel doorn to Hilversum the forner
headquarters of Col-Gen Blaskowitz. The Germans had used the houses of a
wooded suburb as billets and nesses and had built an inpressive bunker for a
command post. Well canouflaged, it stood about 80 ft by 50 with its roof sone
15 ft above ground. The concrete was about 10 ft thick and appeared to be

unt ouched, although houses all round were smashed and sagging. |Inside were a
dozen or nore offices, each with a wireless, a bed and some maps. They were
air-conditioned, had fluorescent lighting, and were well-appointed, with
masses of flowers and Dutch paintings. (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Corps,

9 May 45 and Post Mortem No. 5 dated 16 May 45)

EVACUATI ON OF THE GERMANS FROM WESTERN HOLLAND

83. Prior to the novenent of the Germans from Holl and, there was a conplete
check for arms in the final concentration areas. The renoval of personal arns
was easy enough but there was sonme confusion concerning naval artillery and
coastal installations for these were under comrand of the German Admiral of
the Netherlands and he in turn was responsible to the British Flag O ficer
Holland (Vice Admiral Sir Cerald Dickens, KC V.0, CB., CMG, RN).
Infantrynen in the Ijnuiden area and gunners in Den Hel der were faced with the
probl em of di sarm ng submari nes, torpedo boats and the |i ke (Notes by

Capt Allen). But an order dated 15 May enphasi zed that the guns and equi pnent
of the coastal defences would not be denolished w thout reference to the

Royal Navy (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div, May 1945: Appx 20, Message 0-108

15 May 45).
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84. All German troops were screened in order to sift out war crimnals and
ot her want ed persons. These included 600 nmenbers of the Gestapo and SS and
about 200 officers and N.C.O s of the German Intelligence Services. The
Dutch SS were said to nunber approximtely 3,400 all of whom were to be
arrested and concentrated in the Otterl oo area for screening, SS and police
troops were to be brought together in the area of The Hague, specia
precaution being taken to guard them (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Corps, My 1945
Appx 33, Ops Instr No. 52, 14 May 45) Cerman paratroops were al so guarded nore
closely than the regular troops. It cannot be clained that all wanted nen
were found, but at least the attenpt by Cond 6 Para Div to shield Gernmans of
automatic arrest category? was partially frustrated when a German of ficer
turned infornmer ((H. S.) 220C1.009 (D104): G S.O 21(b) 1 Cdn Corps to "A"

"ECLI PSE" 1 Cdn corps, 10 Jun 45)

85. The enemy was stripped of |Ioot. Canadians guarding the Den Hel der -
Causeway area al one collected 700 horses, 2000 bicycles and

16, 000, 000 guilders ((H. S.) 142.5M 2011 (D1). Powi s Force Notes).

2lpersons to be arrested automatically fell into the follow ng main
cl asses:

(a) Certain key Nazi Party and public officials.

(b) Al'l personnel of the Gernman Intelligence Services and of the
Gestapo, and certain key police officials.

(c) Al Oficers, Warrant O ficers and Non- Comnri ssioned Officers
of rank of Scharfuhrer and above of the Waffen SS, and senior
officers of the followi ng para-mlitary organisations:

Al l geneine SS; S.A.; Hitler Jugend; N.S.F.K; N S. K K and
R A D

(d) Certain sections of the Wehrnmacht, including personnel of the

Abwehr, Geneinme Feld Polizei and Lehr Regi nent Kuhrfuerst.

((H. S.) 215A21.016 (D4):
"ECLI PSE" Panmphl et 6,
Chap 1V, para 4)
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86. While this disarmng, screening and inspecting was underway,
preparations for the evacuati on were conpleted. The Germans were concentrated
into main areas and transit canps along the exodus route set up. The
estimated rate of novenent was 15 niles per day for 12,000 to 15,000 troops
commenci ng 25 May. The actual novenent began 22 May and the | argest nunber

handl ed was 9000 (lbid).

87. All German troops in the First Canadian Arny area were destined for the
W | hel nshaven - Enden peninsula for full docunmentation prior to di sbanding
(de @uingand, op cit, p. 458). The bulk of the Germans being in West Hol | and,
the route to the peninsula was across the northern end of the Ijssel neer
either by L.C.T. to Harlingen or across the causeway. Approximtely 26,000
were to use the former route and 74,000 the latter. 20,000 also sailed direct

to WI hel nshaven in German naval craft under British escort. ((H S.) 124.013

(D1): "Extract fromthe prelinmnary narrative, The War at Sea, Vol VI,

pp 275-276, Jan. 1945 to Sept. 1945" and certified by Lt. E.C. Russell, Nava
Hi storian (R C.N), 17 Oct 52; Notes by Capt Allen). Once across the

| j ssel neer, those troops proceeding overland to the disbanding centres marched
t hrough Bol sward - Sneek - Rauwerd - Akkrum - O deboorn - Beetsterzwaag -
Kortenemmen - Een - Zuidlaren - Nieuwe Pekela - Beeta - German Frontier -
Weener - Leer - Warsinusfehn - Bagband to a dispersal point one mile south of
Aurich on the Aurich - Bagband road. ((H S.) 215Cl1.(D96): 5 Cdn Arnd Div Op
Instr No 4, Appx A & Amendnent to Appx A, 20 May 45) A beaten Arny returned

to its honmel and by the backroads of the country it had once occupied.
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88. Each Canadi an formation guarded its own German troops until they noved
into the evacuation stream Having shifted fromAurich in Germany to U recht
on 17 May 45 (WD., GS., HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div, 17 May 1945), 3 Cdn Inf Div
handed over the capitulated troops inits newarea to 1 Cdn Inf Div at

I'j mui den, approximately 10 nmiles north of Haarlem (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn
Corps, May 1945: Appx 38; Op Instr No 53, 22 May 45). 49 (WR.) Inf Div,

| ocated in Ansterdam al so handed over its prisoners to 1 Cdn Inf Div at
Ijmuiden (Notes by Capt Allen re-interviewwith GS. O 1, 1 Cdn Inf Div).

1 Cdn Inf Div handed over to "Powi s Force" near the western end of the
causeway. "Powis Force", the main conponent of which was 2 Cdn Med Regt,
supervi sed the despatching of the Gernans from Den Hel der to W1 hel nehaven or

Harlingen (Redinental History, 2nd Cdn Med Regt RCA, p. 86). At Harlingen

5 Cdn Armd Div took over and controlled the novement across North East Holl and
(WD., GS., HQ 5 Cdn Arnd Div, 25 May 45). Those troops which crossed the
causeway were received by "Dal by Force" consisting of 5 Med Regt R C. A and

3 Med Regt R A and then passed on into 5 Div area (Notes by Capt Allen
re-interviewwith |.0O, AGRA). 2 Cdn Inf Div was responsible for the fina
concentration zone except where British or American troops had taken over
(WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div, 23, 24, 29 May 45). 4 Cdn Arnd Div noved
fromGermany to Holland at the tine the nmain evacuation started and had little

to do with it (WD., GS., HQ 4 Cdn Arnd Div, 26-31 May 45).

89. In broad outline, that was how t he evacuati on of the capitul ated Germans
in Holland was acconplished. It should be renmenbered that a very great dea

of the work and responsibility was left to the Germans. They were responsible
for feeding thenselves, using their own rations which they were allowed to
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retain. Looted food and |uxuries were, however, seized and turned over to the
Dut ch Food Control Conmission. ((H S.) 245C5.013 (D4): Operation "EVAC
paras. 3,6) They prepared their own plan of evacuation; they staffed their
own transit canps; they disciplined their own troops, even to the extent of
executing deserters (WD., GS., HQ 1 Cdn Inf Div, 13 May 45 and Appx 25).
German discipline for German troops did cause sonme difficulty in as nmuch as
the powers to be allowed the enemy commanders had not been defined. ((H S.)
219C1.009 (D224): Mnutes of Meeting, 11 May 45) Neverthel ess, a workable

arrangenent was achi eved.

90. Maj .-CGen. H W Foster, CB.E., DDS.O, (GOC 1 Cdn Inf Div) stated
that the arrangenents nade with the Gernmans worked out very well. "They
showed all the willingness in the world to co-operate”, he said, "but the
rigidity of their systemof command nade it rather exasperating and apparently
slow to our |ocal conmanders."” He therefore explained to General Kleffe
commandi ng 30 German Corps our system of decentralization and told himto

i nstruct his |ocal conmanders on the spot to obey the orders of |ocal Canadian
commanders and not to appeal to their own Corps Commander "for every norta
thing". This speeded up the whol e progranme and the evacuation of 120, 080
eneny troops was acconplished with surprisingly few incidents. The novenent

was virtually conmplete by 7 Jun 45. (Notes by Capt Allen)

61 Report No. 56



RELATI ONS W TH THE DUTCH

91. When one considers the treatnment they were given during the Gernman
occupation, the Dutch civilian popul ation was a nodel of good order and
restraint, during the evacuation. They treated with disdain the Germans who
m ght be occupying the building next door, but caused no denobnstrations.
Civil admnistration had a token revival, for in each comunity the

pre-qui sling-era burgomaster resunmed office. As soon as possible, however,

Dutch Mlitary Governnent took over. Capt Allen has comented as foll ows:

By the end of the nmonth L. of C. units and "Mlitair Gesag' had
taken over nost of the civilian problenms with which the div had been
forced to deal; electricity was available on a limted scale, the people
were being fed, the Dutch prisoners in German conc canps were returning,
i kewi se the children who had been sent into country districts for food,
and the slave-labour from Germany. "Mlitair Gesag' is not too popul ar
with many Dutch civs, who feel that their affairs after being run for
them by Dutch offrs who had been |living confortably in England or behind
the Allied Armies for a year or two, and now returned to Holland to
occupy seats of authority without really knowi ng what conditions were or
are now.

(Notes by Capt Allen)

92. As a staff officer at HQ 1 Cdn AGRA said, "A thousand and one probl ens
cropped up for which there were no answers in the book, and no book". These
probl enms ranged all the way from a di spute over the ownership of a ship to a
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claimfor aradioin a German fortress, fromtrains to horses, froma Dutch
doctor's request for petrol to a German conplaint that Dutch civilians were

robbing mlitary storage houses of beef or potatoes. (Lbid)

93. The Dutch Underground Forces, known as the N.B.S., had grown to a | arge
and widely scattered aggloneration armed with thousands of sten guns and ot her
weapons. In early days they were not so numerous yet had done valiant service
for the Allies. After September 1944, when British troops were expected daily
from Arnhem nore nen and youths went into the N.B.S., and there was a | arge
influx in the late winter and spring when the German downfall was assured and
iminent. At the tine of the surrender; therefore, the "old-tinmers" who had
done nost of the dangerous work were far outnunbered by recent volunteers,

nost of them youths, who nmight or m ght not have possessed a bl ue denim
coverall as a uniform who had received little training or discipline, but who
wanted to shoot off the weapons in their hands. They were not hot-headed or

i rresponsi bl e, but many were teenagers who had conceal ed t henselves in the
previ ous nonths to avoid being sent to Germany for forced |abour. Wile in

hi di ng they had played no active part in the Resistance; now they wanted to be

up and doing. (lbid)

94. The Germans were obviously concerned |est the N.B.S. should weak
vengeance, but at the Wageni ngen neeting of 5 May Lt-CGen Foul kes assured
Bl askowi tz that he "would stand no nore nonsense fromthe Dutch than he woul d
fromthe Germans". On first entering occupied Holland the Division and
Bri gade Commanders contacted the underground | eaders and told themthey were
expected to maintain strict control of their nen. It was made clear that the
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Under ground was to take no part in the forthconi ng concentration and di sarm ng
of the Germans, except when asked to do specific tasks by a Canadi an | oca
commander. The N.B.S. cooperated to the best of their ability and their nen
were invaluable in relieving Canadi an sol diers of guard duties or other tasks
for which there were insufficient troops. According to Capt Allen, the

general orders were:

(a) That no one was to carry arns who was not doing a specific authorized

task of guard work.

(b)That all those entitled to carry arns for official work authorized by

a Cdn cond, would be issued with arm bands.

(c)That there was to be no whol esale arrests of “collaborators', and no

head- shavi ng and ot her such gestures.

(1Dbi d)

Part I1l1: Surrender and Later Events on the Front of 2nd Canadi an Corps

LAST DAY OF WAR FOR 2ND CANADI AN CORPS

95. 4 May 45 was the final day of active warfare for 2 Cdn Corps. The

di visional tasks for that day were as foll ows:

3 Brit Div within own boundaries to nmintain seal against eneny
infiltration across Weser. 2 Cdn Div will continue advance Nort hward
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wi thin divisional boundaries. 4 Cdn Arnd Div will continue advance on
Varel. 1 Pol Arnd Div will capture Neuenburg and conti nue advance on
Jever. 3 Cdn Div; 7 Cdn Inf Bde to capture Aurich, 8 Cdn Inf Bde to
bypass Aurich and with 9 Cdn Inf Bde invest Emden. 5 Cdn Arnd Div to
control all West of River Ens.

(WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div:

Ops Log, Serial 7144, 4 May 45)

This order does not suggest the difficult nature of the country over which the
Corps had to fight, or the fact that its opponents were anong the best
soldiers remaining to the German Arny, including a high proportion of
parachute and SS troops. The order does, however, give sone indication that
the pressure on our troops to attack hard and often had been relaxed. Only
two towns were actually ordered captured--Neuenburg and Aurich. Since the end
of April, the battle had been slowi ng down and the troops had becone

i ncreasingly careful ((H S.) 225C2.011 (D2): Brigadier Rodger's Persona
Diary, 1 May 45). Tine and tine again after 1 May, the unit war diaries show
that contact with the enenmy was | ost and that hours passed before it was
re-established. There was no headl ong pursuit of the eneny on 2 Corps front
during the last few days of war. Mich of the tinme was consunmed repairing
craters and waiting for support weapons to nove up. It was sufficient to

mai ntain |ight pressure against the Germans who were virtually bottled up in
the Enden-W | hel mnshaven Peninsula. The war was al nost over and the Germans

wer e beat en.
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96. But al though they were beaten, German officers were fighting for the
record. The higher chain of command had not yet disintegrated and unti

orders canme down that chain, nost of the German soldiers continued to resist

t he Canadi an advance. Such surrenders of individual towns and garrisons as
did take place were pieceneal affairs and had little influence beyond the
sector of the Canadi an division concerned. It was only when the negotiations
were opened for the surrender of Aurich that there was a prom se of conplete
col | apse on the 2nd Canadi an Corps front. These negotiations were called off
by the Germans when they | earned of the tal ks between Field Marshal Montgonery

and Ceneral -Adm ral von Friedeburg.

97. The know edge that these tal ks were going successfully came to
2 Cdn Corps in the formof a phone call from General Crerar 4 May 45. The

G S. diarist of the Corps recorded that the call cane in at 1225 hrs:

Arny Cond phones to say that negotiations [for surrender] at H Q
21 Arny Group were going well and would probably be concl uded
satisfactorily by evening. 1In the neantine our divisions were NOT to
beconme involved in any assault against a Gernman held position
(WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Corps,

4 May 45)

Then for 2050 hours the diarist entered this:

Following a B.B.C. special broadcast [at 2030 hrs] on the subject,

C. of S. First Cdn Army phones to say that C.-in-C. 21 Arny Group had

66 Report No. 56



accepted surrender of all German forces on its front. All offensive
operations were to stop forthwith and "Cease Fire" to take place at
0800 hrs on 5 May. A nessage to that effect was i mMmediately put out to

di vi sions under commmand, heads of branches and services. ??

(Lbid)
Thus the war ended. It ended with 2nd Canadi an Corps in command of one
British, one Polish and four Canadian divisions. It ended with all divisions

but one engaged with or preparing to engage the enenmy. But to understand the
surrender on the Corps front, it is necessary to review separately the

ci rcunst ances of each Canadi an di vi sion

SURRENDER ON THE FRONT OF 5TH CANADI AN ARMOURED DI VI SI ON

98. This review is given in the order fromleft to right in which the

di vi sions were placed along the Corps front. 5 Cdn Arnd Div occupied the |eft
flank and was concerned with clearing the North East corner of the

Net herl ands.?® This task had required some fairly bitter fighting over
difficult country but on 30 Apr 45 there renmmined but one main point of

resi stance on the entire divisional front--Delfzijl. Before the main assault

22For a sensitive account of what this nessage neant to the troops
actually engaged at the tine see Appendix "H' to this report.

28The Concl udi ng Phase of Operations by the First Canadian Arny is
covered by Hist Sec. AAH Q, Report No. 32. In Report No. ,
operations are presented only when they have a bearing on the surrender
itself.
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began on this last stronghold, |eaflets bearing the follow ng nmessage were

fired into the area:

TO THE DEFENDERS OF THE POCKET DELFZI JL

Hi mm er has today [28 Apr 45] offered unconditional surrender to the

Allies to prevent further unnecessary bl oodshed.

We Canadi ans assune that up to now you don't know about this.

The War is practically over.

You have done your duty. Send a parlenmentaire over with a white
flag as a sign of your surrender
(WD., GS., HQ 5 Cdn Arnd Div,

April 1945: Appx 1)

99. While the leaflets were partially effective, it required a nore |etha

ki nd of persuasion before the enemy surrendered, and 11 Cdn |Inf Bde pressed on
the attack supported by armour and artillery. It fell upon the

Cape Breton Hi ghl anders and the Irish Regi ment of Canada to finish off the
pocket, although both the Westm nister and Perth Regi ments had done nuch of
the preparatory work. The latter unit suffered the heaviest casualties in the
bri gade for they were the first to crack the outer perineter of the enemy's
defences and at a tinme when German norale was still high. (WD., 11 Cdn Inf
Bde, 2 May 45) The C.B. Hi ghrs began the final assault on Delfzijl itself on
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the norning of May 1st and were in conplete occupation of the town by 1600 hrs

(A-H Q Report No. 32, para 710). Although the harbour installations had been

prepared for denolitions, the charges were not set off and the C B. Highrs
captured the port intact (WD., GS., HQ 5 Cdn Arnd Div, 3 May 45). The
Ir RC., attacking fromthe opposite side of the pocket, had three small towns
to take before reaching Delfzijl. Wen "B" Coy was preparing to assault the
third, Farnmsum on 2 May 45, the Gernman comander sent over one of his

of ficers under a flag of truce to learn the terns of surrender. He was told
that the entire garrison nmust surrender unconditionally. This the eneny
accepted and the German conmander, Col Wl ters, ordered his nmen to |ay down
their arns. The garrison nunbered 1378 all ranks (WD., Ir RC , 2 May 45).
The Farmsum surrender ended the fighting for 5 Cdn Arnmd Di v and when the
capitulation to Montgonery was announced, the "nen of the m ghty maroon
machi ne" coul d i ndeed declare-- "It did not closely affect us for all the
Germans [in our area] were on their way to the P.W Cage or dead". (WD.

Ir RC, 5 May 45)

100. While the infantry battalions of the division were capturing Delfzijl,
other units policed the remainder of N.E. Holland. For exanple, the

9th Arnmoured Regi ment (The British Colunbia Dragoons) were responsible for
preventing sabotage, stopping raiding parties of the Frisian Islands' garrison
fromlanding on the nmainland, taking custody of any German troops surrendering
fromeither the islands or the mainland, guarding against terrorismof the

| ocal popul ace by pro-Nazi elenents and elimnating eneny spies. (WD.,
B.C.D., 3 May 45) Fromthe lack of coment to the contrary, it would appear
that the security role presented no great difficulty and, with peace, the
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di vision was able to get on with the evacuation of the Germans as described in

Part 11.

SURRENDER ON THE FRONT OF 3RD CANADI AN | NFANTRY DI VI SI ON

101. On 29 Apr 45, 3 Cdn Inf Div captured Leer ((H S.) 235C3.013 (D3):

Summary of Ops 3 Cdn Inf Div, April 1945). Two days |ater the Corps Commander

ordered the division to advance on Enden and Aurich (A.H Q Report No. 32

para 421). Wen the last day of battle opened, 8 Cdn Inf Bde was fighting to
establish a line along the Ens-Jade Kanal. Once that |line was established

7 Cdn Inf Bde, held in reserve, would assault Aurich, whereupon 8 brigade
woul d swing over and help 9 Cdn Inf Bde invest Enden. 9 Brigade was then
fighting its way up the East bank of the Enms river towards the port in the
face of determ ned resistance and heavy artillery fire ((H S.) 235C3.013 (D3):

Summary of Ops 3 Cdn Inf Div, May 1945).

102. As it developed, 8 Brigade did not have to clear the start line for

7 Brigade's assault on Aurich. Shortly after midnight 3/4 May 45, a Gernman
school principal and a German Red Cross officer arrived in the R de Chaud
lines and asked to be taken to the commander to discuss the surrender of their
city.?* Lt-Col G O Taschereau, O C of the unit, escorted themto

Brigadier J. A Roberts, D.S.O, commnding 8 Cdn Inf Bde. Wen he |earned

24The war diary of 8 Cdn Inf Bde gives their time of arrival as
2300 hrs 3 May 45. R de Chaud war diary declares the tine to be
0200 hrs 4 May 45. Brigadier Roberts states that they arrived at his
headquarters at 0200 hrs 4 May 45 ((H. S.) 265C8.011 (D2): Interview
with Brigadier Roberts, para 2).
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that these representatives of Aurich had been unable to persuade the German
mlitary commander to yield, the Brigadier refused to parley further. He also
declined their offer to guide the Canadians into the city by an unguarded
route. He did, however, prom se not to shell their city before 1200 hrs

4 May 45. During this period of grace, the principal and the Red Cross
officer were to return to Aurich and persuade the garrison commander to
surrender. \When the Germans had | eft, the Brigadi er nmoved forward the
artillery because, unknown to the negotiators, their town was then beyond the
range of the division's guns. ((H S.) 2658.011 (D2): Interviewwth

Bri gadi er Roberts, paras 2, 3)

103. The next norning, the infantry of 8 Cdn Inf Bde were ordered forward to
keep up the pressure and al so to enable the assault on Aurich to take place
shoul d the garrison commander prove adanant. At a cost of 2 killed and

1 wounded, "C'" Coy, QO R of C had just reached its objective, a crossroads
beyond Ostersander when a German car flying the white flag drove up to their
position. (WD., QOR of C, 4 May 45) This vehicle contained the mlitary
representative of the Aurich commander. It arrived so late that it had seened
that the plans to discuss the surrender had fallen through?® (WD., 8 Cdn Inf

Bde, 4 May 45).

104. The German party which consisted of a Colonel Harns (variously described

as Lt-Col or Col Harns, Harnz and Haurune) and the school principal, were

25Both the Brigadier and the Brigade war diary put the tinme of
arrival at the F.D.Ss. as 1200 hrs. However the war diary of 7 Cdn
Recce Regt gives the tinme as 1430 hrs and that of QO R of C as
1500 hrs.
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taken to see Brigadier Roberts and the GO C. 3 Cdn Inf Div,

Maj - Gen R H Keefler, C.B.E., D.S.O, E.D. who was visiting 8 Brigade. \While
Col onel Harnms did carry a properly signed authority fromhis commander, he did
not have permission to surrender Aurich. His nission was to |learn the terms
of surrender. \hen General Keefler discovered this he refused to have
anything further to do with the man. Nevertheless, he did agree to |et

Bri gadi er Roberts enter Aurich to see the German commander in the hope that
lives could still be saved. ((H S.) 265C8.011 (D2): Interview wth

Bri gadi er Roberts, para 4)

105. Accordingly, Brigadier Roberts nmade the journey into Aurich and net the
commander, Kapitan sur See Jaehncke, a career officer. The neeting began at
1400 hrs and fromall accounts did not proceed very satisfactorily. The
situation was conplicated by the fact that while the neeting was in progress
Jaehncke received word that von Friedeburg was then negotiating with

Field Marshal Montgonery.?® Because of these negotiations, the German refused

26Concerning this stage of the surrender arrangenent,
General Crerar wote as follows:

The German Hi gh Conmand had received word that the towns of Jever
and Aurich had been summmoned to surrender by the Conmanders of the
1st Polish Arnoured and 3rd Canadi an Infantry divisions with the
alternative of imrediate assault by their troops. The Gernman
representatives had asked that such action should not be pressed
to a conclusion while the negotiations were in progress. The
C-in-C considered it desirable to agree to this request and | was
asked to withhold the attack until further word fromhim In the
nmeantime, the activities of our own troops were to be limted to
reconnai ssance and the inprovenent of their dispositions.

((H. S.) 215C1.013 (D1):
Report by Gen Crerar
11 Mar - 5 May 45, p. 11)
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to discuss the Aurich surrender further. The Brigadier then sent back an
officer to division to learn the facts concerning the talks at

Luneburg Health. Wiiting for his nessenger to return, Brigadier Roberts
remai ned in the German Officers' Mess. He found the attitude of the eneny
unusual -- rather like that of a losing football team "The war is over, we

have lost, let us at |east be congenial." (lbid, paras 7, 8)

106. Maj H. McKibbin, the officer the Brigadier had sent, returned at

1700 hrs with a note fromthe G O C. stating that negotiations were in fact in
progress and enpowering Brigadi er Roberts to make any deci sion he consi dered
right. Kapitan Jaehnche still would not surrender without further orders.

The neeting broke up at 1800 hrs after roberts inforned the German that the
Canadi ans woul d march on the city at 0700 hrs, the followi ng day and that if

one shot was fired at his nen, artillery would raze the city. (lbid, para 9)

107. At 2030 hrs that night Brigadier Roberts reported to the G O.C. During
their talk, the BBC announced the news of the general surrender on the
21st Arny Group front. The war had ended for 3 Canadian Infantry Division

(Lbid, para 10)

SURRENDER ON THE FRONT OF 4TH CANADI AN ARMOURED DI VI SI ON

108. O all the divisions in 2 Cdn Corps, 4 Cdn Arnd Div saw the heavi est
fighting during the I ast few days of war. This is borne out by a comparison
of war diaries and casualty figures. From 15 Apr to 5 May the Canadi an
conponent of the 21st Arny Group suffered 664 fatal casualties; 4 Cdn Arnd Div

73 Report No. 56



suffered 179. From 1l May to 5 May the Canadi ans received 111 fata
casualties; 4 Division received 32. ((H S.) 133.065 (D593): Summary of

Casualties, 6 Jun 44 - 5 May 45; WD., A & Q, HQ 4 Cdn Arnd Div, May 1945)

109. A "Battle Reading" by the divisional G S.O | reviewed the | ast weeks of
war and advanced two main reasons for the heavy going: difficult terrain and
| ack of infantry. The countryside was so wet and swanpy that all the

di vision's vehicles were road-bound -- not only were they road-bound but it
was constantly necessary to rebuild the roads or to construct new ones before
an advance was possible. Because it could not deploy, the division was
reduced to fighting on a one-battalion or two-battalion front. The second
reason, lack of infantry, really grew out of the first reason, difficult
country. The 4th Division was an armoured division fighting in what was
primarily infantry country and poor infantry country at that. The shortage of
i nfantrymen placed a great strain on those available and reduce the division's

effectiveness. ((H. S.) 245C4.013 (D12): Ops 4 Cdn Arnd Div, Battle Reading,

p. 5)

110. These circunstances produced sone stiff fighting and |eft the nmen of the
green patch in no nood to bargain with the enemy. Their unrelenting attitude

is evident in the follow ng ultimtum

To the Burgoneister of BAD ZW SCHENAHN
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1. Your town is now conpletely surrounded by Canadi an Arnour and
Infantry. Strong artillery forces are deployed within range. Aircraft

are available on i medi ate call

2. The shattered remants of 7 Para Div in your town are conpletely

i nadequate to defend it or to break out of it.

3. NO German forces are available to attenpt a relief.

4. The Canadi an Commander offers you the follow ng alternatives:

(a) Unconditional Surrender

If you elect this course, you will:

(i) Collect all weapons in the town, whether in the possession
of troops or of civilians, and place themin the custody

of your Police Chief.

(ii) At hrs report in your own person, or send your

seni or alderman, to , Where you will surrender

your town to the Canadi an Commander and recei ve your

i nstructions.

After surrender, the troops in your town will be treated
as PWunder the Geneva Convention. Civilians will renmin
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in their honmes, and, aside fromWar Crimnals, will suffer
NO damage or | oss of property. War Crimnals will be

commtted for trial

(b)  ANNIHI LATI ON

If you elect this course, you will bring the fire of all arns
upon your town until it is utterly reduced. |In the process, a
very large nunmber of civilians, including wonen and children,
are bound to perish. At a tinme when the Reichsfuehrer SS,
Heinrich Hmrer, is attenpting to negotiate the unconditiona
surrender of the entire Reich, you nmay NOT be prepared for so

crimnal a sacrifice.

5. If you are NOT at by hrs, it will be assuned

that you have chosen ANNI HI LATI ON

Si gnhed:

for THE CANADI AN M LI TARY COMVANDER

(WD., GS., HQ 4 Cdn Arnd Div,

April 1945, Appx 77)

111. The appropriate time and place was inserted and on 30 Apr 45, a loca
prist was sent into the town under a white flag (lbid, 30 Apr 45). The cleric
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was taken to the garrison commander who first read the ulti matum and then

bl i ndf ol ded and sent himto the German divisional H Q The divisiona
commander proni sed not to defend Bad Zw schenahn but retained the right to
nortar and shell the town if he deenmed it necessary. Wth this nessage the
priest and the conmander's nmilitary representative returned to the Canadi an
lines at 0730 hrs 1 May. At 1000 hrs, guided by the two Gernmans,
representatives of HQ 4 Cdn Arnd Bde, MIlitary Governnent, Field Security
and provost entered and took over the town. Except for through traffic the

pl ace was decl ared out of bounds. Thus the division accepted its first
surrender of a Gernman town. (lbid, 1 May 45; (H. S.) 245C4.013 (D12): "Battle

Readi ng," p. 4)

112. But the fighting did not end with the capture of Bad Zw schenahn for the
troops were ordered to continue their advance. The following entry in the
di vi si onal headquarters diary reflects contenmporary uncertainty over the next

obj ective:

Fromthe tine that 2 Cdn Inf Div appeared on our right flank, our
interest in Odenburg has progressively |essened but it was not unti
this morning [1 May] that we were given an objective inits

st ead- - Var el

(WD., GS., HQ 4 Cdn Arnd Div,

1 May 45)

77 Report No. 56



113. The advance on Varel was not marked by any particularly vicious
fighting. Blown bridges, craters, road repair and construction, m nes,
shelling and nortaring all caused their delays but at no tinme was a
"set-piece" attack required. Perhaps this entry of 4 May in the divisiona

headquarters diary best describes the situation:

The enemy has had no hand in directing the battle today. At a few
points small groups of infantry knotted around a nortar or an S.P. gun
have fought well. Mre often, however, they have been very ready to
surrender. The 18 Cdn Arnmd C. Regt, for exanple, accepted the surrender
of the whole of Bn Voss of 22 Gr--something |like a thousand nen.

(Lbid, 4 May 45)

The diary goes on to say:

The situation was ripe for capitulation - of which our first
i ntimation?” toni ght was a BBC broadcast at 2040 hours quoting SHAEF to
the effect that C.-in-C. 21 Arny Group had accepted the unconditiona

surrender of all German forces in N.W Europe.

2"There is no record that the information in General Crerar's noon
phone call to Corps, referred to in para 97 of this report, was passed
on to 4 Cdn Arnd Div.
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It was the end of the road.

(Lbi d)

SURRENDER ON THE FRONT OF 2ND CANADI AN | NFANTRY DI VI SI ON

114. The taking of O denburg was to mark the final success of 2 Cdn Inf Div
in the Second World War. A judicious conbination of words, weapons and
fl anki ng movenents led to the town's capitulation at little cost to the

di vi si on.

115. On 2 May 45 surrender leaflets were fired into the city. One side,

addressed to the citizens of O denburg, ran as foll ows:

The Second Great World War draws rapidly to a close. The Allied
Arm es occupy nore than one half of the G eater German Reich. Berlin is
surrounded. Brenen has fallen the russian and Anerican Arnies strongly

cl asp hands at Dresden.

Through these five years of world suffering caused by the |ust of

the German peoples your city has escaped the wei ght of destruction from

the air.

NOW YOUR HOUR HAS STRUCK
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Powerful armes stand at the city gates while the air forces await
the signal to attack. Wthin a short period the victorious forces of

the United Nations will be in your town.

WIll they find the town untouched by war or a mass of rubble
crushing the twi sted bodies of solider and citizen alike? 1T ALL

DEPENDS ON YOU' |If O denburg resists our forces, the houses will be

tumbled into their cellars and onto the streets. Al the weapons of
nodern war are ranged agai nst the town to ensure that resistance is

crushed by fire and steel and not by the bl ood of our soldiers.

Take your choice. |If you want to |live and have your city live with

you, get the m sguided soldiers and sailors to lay down their arnms and

surrender the town before it is flattened.

If there is resistance think twice before you join in. There is no

mercy for the civilian in arms or for his property.

Your fate is sealed, your life hangs in the bal ance.

(WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div,

May 1945; Appx 3)

An appeal to the soldiers, sailors and marines in the city was printed on the

ot her

side. Addressed to the ordinary citizen and serviceman, the |eaflet was

80 Report No. 56



essentially enptional in approach - thus contrasting with the ultimtum
presented by 4 Cdn Arnd Div to Bad Zwi schenahn, which had relied on the force

of relentless |ogic.

116. Mortars and artillery were the chief weapons used to get the infantry

into the outskirts of O denburg. They were brought to bear with such effect
that few direct assaults were necessary. |ndeed, the greatest problens were
clearing the mnes and repairing the roads so that the support weapons coul d
be brought up. The speed of the advance was as often determ ned by the

engi neers as the infantry. (A H Q Report No. 32, paras 627, 634, 641)

117. The advance of 4 Cdn Armd Div on Varel threatened the West flank and
rear of O denburg. The nmovenent of the Essex Scottish into the eastern
suburbs threatened the other flank. Wth 6 and the remai nder of 4 Cdn Inf Bde
advancing fromthe South, the city was surrounded on three sides. Moreover,

8 Para Div, the one force capable of putting up a real defence, had been

wi t hdrawn towards W/ hel nshaven even before the leaflets were fired into the
city. The citizens were understandably anxious to surrender. (lbid,

para 636; WDs. Essex Scot, and 4 and 6 Cdn Inf Bldes, My 1945)

118. Prelimnary arrangenents for the actual surrender were nade by
t el ephone--both the S. Sask R and the R HL.I. Having contacted the

burgomaster by this nmeans on the evening of 2 May (WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf

Div, 2 May 45). It would be difficult, however, to credit the honour of
accepting the surrender to any one unit. 1In an incredibly short tinme, the
burgomaster contacted the Os. C. S. Sask R, RHL.I., R Regt C and Fus MR
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(WDs., S. Sask R, RHL.I., R Regt C and Fus MR, 2-3 May 45). It was
this last reginent which first established a bridgehead over the canal which

cuts the southern part of the city (A H Q Report No. 32, para 646). But it

was the RH L.I. which first entered the heart of the city. They were guided
by the burgomaster who led themin at 0830 hrs 3 May 45 (WD., RH.L.I.

3 May 45). Until that tine this German official had been unable to declare the
city vacated by the defenders. His various offers previous to this were
unaccept abl e as he was not enpowered to speak for the mlitary. The

unresi sted occupation of a German city was so unusual an event that the

R HL.I. diarist wote with pardonabl e exaggerati on

The actual occupation of the centre of the city was one of the npst
amazi ng sights of the war. German soldiers, police, civilians and D. Ps.
stood in the streets and stared as a handful of Canadians in German cars
cane down and ordered them off the streets.

(WD., RHL.I., 3 My 45)

119. By md-afternoon of 3 May, all infantry battalions of 4 and 6 Cdn Inf
Bdes had entered the city which, aside fromthe fire of a few snipers early in
the norning, was occupied without a shot. The bulk of the Canadian force was
noved to the northern outskirts of the town or slightly beyond to prevent the
eneny fromreturning. Ohers in the division got on with patrolling the
streets, stopping the looting (chiefly by D.Ps.), searching for docunents and
admi nistering a |l arge Russian P.W Canp. All houses were checked and each

househol d required to list the occupants. |In a short time |aw and order was
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re-established. (WDs., 4 and 6 Cdn Inf Bdes, and G S., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div,

3 May 45)

120. After the fall of O denburg, HQ 2 Cdn Corps instructed 2 Cdn Inf Div
to move Northwards, but the order did not specify how far, how soon or with
what urgency (WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div, Ops Log, Serial 7144, 4 May 45).
Most of the units in the division passed the night 3/4 May quietly. The
daylight hours of 4 May were spent in preparation for the thrust towards Brake

on a one brigade front. (A H Q Report No. 32, para 655) The only unit in

contact with the eneny was the 8th reconnai ssance Regi nent (14th Canadi an
Hussars) and then only during two brief skirn shes--one in the norning and one
in the afternoon. The norning's skirmish resulted in the death of three
Hussars (WDs., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div and 14 H, 4 May 45). 5 Cdn Inf Bde,
the brigade which was to lead the thrust to the North, was actually hol ding
its final "O'" Goup for the next day's advance when the BBC announcenent cane
over the air (WDs., 5 Cdn Inf Bde and 4 inf Bde, 4 May 45). 2 Cdn Inf Div
did not let the war pass without a suitable denonstration. At 0755 hrs,

5 May 45, five minutes before the "cease fire" cane into effect, the
divisional artillery fired a salvo of red, white and blue smoke (WD., 4 Cdn

Inf Bde, 5 May 45).

THE ENEMY DEFEATED

121. The following quotation fromthe war diary of the Argyll and Sutherl and

Hi ghl anders of Canada indicates the extent of the German defeat:
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Hundr eds of Gernan sol diers, nmost of them unarnmed, were streaning
al ong the roads, conpletely disorganized and wi thout any sign of
supervi sion. Sone going North and others going South. Sone on foot,
ot hers on bicycles or horsecarts, in groups of two or three or in groups
of two or three dozen. W could now see for ourselves that the once
super-efficient German Wehrmacht had col | apsed conpl etely and
permanently. Every soldier in this procession seenmed to belong to a
different division and unit. Their parent formation had been cut to
pi eces and was now scattered throughout Northern Germany. Their
vehicles were either destroyed or out of fuel, their officers had |eft
for undi scl osed destinations and the nen sinply stayed and waited for

the end of this nightmare.

(WD., A & S.H of C, 6 My 45)

These observations were nmade during the battalion's nove into Varel on 6 Muy.
Their accuracy is borne out by the nunber of entries in other diaries in the
same vein. The Germans had been thoroughly beaten. There were 4106 officers
and 88,793 nen in the sector opposite 2nd Cdn corps ((H S.) 581.009 (D74):

2 Cdn Inf Div, Eclipse Instr No 3, 27 May 45, Appx "A").
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ARRANG NG FOR THE SURRENDER

122. It was the negotiations at HQ 21 A Gp which really ended the war on
the 2 Cdn Corps front. But to give effect to the surrender required

consi derable effort by 2 Corps. The first problemwas to contact the German
of ficer responsible for eneny forces opposite the Corps. G OC 3 Cdn Inf Div
sent Brigadier Roberts into Aurich on the norning of 5 May to bring

Admiral Weier, Comrandi ng the Enden Area, to divisional headquarters. The

Bri gadi er was unable to reach the Admiral as the latter was on

Norderney Island. It also seened to Roberts that the Gernmans were trying to
stall, so he returned to divisional headquarters to see what further steps

m ght be taken. At headquarters he net the Corps Commander who had decided to
i mpl enment the surrender through Weier. Accordingly, Lt-Gen G G Sinonds,

C.B., CB.E, DS O, infornmed Brigadier Roberts that he was to have the
Admiral at Bad Zw schenahn at 1700 hrs that very day. Moreover, the Brigadier
was to advise Admiral Weier that unless he was present on tinme, the Canadi ans
woul d reopen hostilities and send in bonmbers ((H S.) 265C8.011 (D2):

Interview with Brigadi er Roberts, My 1945).

123. General Keefler acconpani ed Brigadi er Roberts on his return to Aurich
Kapi tan Jaehncke, the garrison commander, was in a highly agitated condition.
He said that they had had no word of a neeting and that he could take no
action without orders fromhis superior. It was pointless to discuss anything
with a man in his condition. GCeneral Keefler started to |eave, followed by
Jaehncke. The CGeneral made the point absolutely clear that it was the
responsibility of the Germans to have their conmander at the conference or
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take the consequences. Brigadier Roberts remained after the GO C. left. He

brought in a half track WI vehicle to keep his H Q posted. (lbid)

124. A further devel opnment now occurred. Admiral Wir was not the
Commander -i n- Chi ef, but was nerely the naval commander in the area.

General Erich von Straube was the C.-in-C. East Friesland, with his
headquarters near W/ hel mshaven. Mich confused tel ephoni ng and runni ng about
the countryside followed before this officer was finally contacted. He then
agreed to leave for Aurich in ten mnutes. Von Straube arrived about 1630 hrs
and appeared indignant that the Corps Conmmander was not there in person to
meet him There was all too little time to cater to his whimas it was
essential to get himto Bad Zwi schenahn i mredi ately. He was taken to the

Cor ps Commander about 1730 hrs. (lbid)

THE SURRENDER TO GENERAL S| MONDS

125. General Sinonds had called the neeting with General Straube in the

of fice of the burgomaster at Bad Zw schenahn, where Corps headquarters had
been installed that norning. The neeting was attended by all the divisiona
commander s and heads of services of the Corps. ((H S.) 225C2.013 (D30): Op
Summaries - 2 Cdn Corps, Folio 3) General Straube, acconpanied by two staff

of ficers, duly appeared to be given a |l ecture on the instrunent of surrender
The CGeneral, however, was far |ess conposed than his superior Blaskowitz. His
noti ceabl e i gnorance of the conposition of his command--an assenbl age of units
whi ch was a puzzle even to those charged with keeping the German Order of

Battl e-- and his unbending mnd were a source of obvious enbarrassment to his
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staff officers. He had only recently assuned the command of

Arnmee Abteilung Straube, whose area conprised the whole of East Friesland, and
he seemed appal | ed by the nunber of detailed instructions involved by the
surrender terms. He was al so shocked to learn that he was to be held
responsi ble for internment and concentration canps. However, after his
attention had been drawn to Paragraph 3 of Field Marshal Montgomery's

i nstrument of surrender (which prescribed strict and i nmedi ate execution of
orders by the German command), the General rallied magnificently. He
requested that no order inpossible of execution be given to himlest he appear
as an officer unwilling to co-operate. General Sinonds made it clear that
such was not the intention of the Allies. (WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Corps,

May 1945: 2 Cdn Corps Intelligence Bulletin No. 2, 11 My 45)

126. The Canadi an divi sional comranders arranged details of the surrender
with their opposite nunmbers in Arnee Abteilung Straube ((H. S.) 235C2.016
(D14): Conferences, Meetings with German Conds, Ops 2 Cdn Inf Div, Folios 1
to 6; WD., GS., HQ 4 Cdn Arnd Div, 5 May 45). Except for 5 Cdn Arnd Div,
whi ch had previously cleared the Germans fromits area, the formations of

2 Cdn Corps prepared to nove to the coast and occupy the areas allotted them
On 6 May the troops noved into the remai nder of East Friesland. Guides for
all the colums nmoving forward were provided by the Gernman forces of the area.
While this nmove was taking place further conferences were hel d between the
Canadi an heads of arms and services on the one hand the senior German officers
on the other hand to clarify the surrender pro-forme which had been issued
and to expedite the concentration, disarm ng and evacuation of the Gernman
armed forces. ((H S.) 225C2.013 (D30): Ops Sunmaries, 2 Cdn Cor ps,
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Jan/Jul 45, Folio 2) 1In these conferences, Corps Headquarters worked through
Arnee Abteilung Straube, 2 Cdn Inf Div through 490 Inf Div and Battle G oups
Schilling and Stephan, 3 Cdn Inf Div through the Naval commnder of the

Emden Sector, and 4 Cdn Arnd Div through Battle Goup Gericke (WD., G S.,
HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div: 7 May 45; Appx 2, Int Summary No. 84; Appx 13, Notes by

GS.O | 2Cdn Inf Div on visit to 3 Cdn Inf Div).

127. On 7 May the Divisions of 2 Cdn corps conpleted the occupation of their
allotted areas and the di sarmanment of the German forces commenced. The

def eated Germans co-operated fully in the task. The corps was al so
responsi ble for the reception of Gernmans in the concentration areas North of
the Ens-Jade Canal. These arrangenents, nade in conjunction with the Flag

of ficer Wl hel mehaven and General von Straubes' Headquarters, dealt
particularly with the control and guarding of all food stocks. (WD., A& Q

H Q First Cdn Arny, May 1945: Appx 4.)

TURNI NG OVER THE BREMEN ENCLAVE TO THE U.S. ARMY

128. The basic outlines of the British and American zones of occupation had
been agreed upon at the Quebec Conference in August 1943. This agreenent |eft
the American zone | and-1ocked. Consequently, it was al so decided then that
the Americans would control the ports of Brenmen and Brenerhaven and the
necessary staging areas in the immediate vicinity. (Leahy,

Fleet Admiral WIlliamD., | Was There (New York, 1950), p. 263) It was this
deci sion which resulted in the Brenen Enclave. The agreenent havi ng wor ked
its way down through the Governments, arnmies and corps concerned to the actua
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troops involved -- 29 U.S. Inf Div and 5 Cdn Inf Bde -- the territories of the
Encl ave were accordi ngly handed over. When the Enclave changed hands a
conposite battalion from5 Cdn Inf Bde represented the Canadi ans and a
conposite battalion fromthe artillery units of 29 U S. Inf Div represented
the Americans at the cerenmony to nake the occasion. The cerenony took place
23 May on the hospital grounds in Brake. A band fromthe Royal Wl ch
Fusiliers played "God Save the King"?® as the Union Jack was | owered and a
band fromthe U S. Arny played the "Star Spangl ed Banner" as the Anmerican flag
was raised. This was followed by a March Past. Fornmality having been
satisfied, the Canadians held a party that night to entertain the Anmericans
and next day conpl eted the work of handing over. (WDs. 5 Cdn Inf Bde and

R de Mais, 23 -24 May 45) 29 U. S. Inf Div assuned conpl ete control of the
Encl ave at 2359 hrs, 24 May 45 ((H. S.) 215Cl1.009 (D144): Tel QVR8/9/10, C. G

29 U.S. Inf Div to C.G XVI Corps, 25 May 45)

THE END OF THE OCCUPATI ON BY 2 CORPS AND TAKI NG OVER BY 2 CDN | NF DIV

129. On 15 Jun Headquarters 2 Cdn Corps handed over all its responsibilities
in Germany to Headquarters 30 British Corps. The Canadi an Headquarters then
noved from Bad Zwi schenahn to the vicinity of Hengelo in Holland before being

di sbanded on 25 Jun 45. (WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Corps, 15 Jun and 25 Jun 45)

28The adm order issued by 5 Bde stated that the parade was to take
pl ace at the Sports Field of the Marine School and that the nmassed pipe
bands of 2 Cdn Inf Div were to play (WD., H Q 5 Cdn Inf Bde, Appx 6
21 May 45). The diarist of R de Mais purporting to describe what
actual |y happened, declared that the parade took place on the hospita
grounds and that the band of the Royal Welch Fusiliers provided the
nmusic for the Canadians (WD., R de Mais, 23 May 45).
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Headquarters 2 Cdn Inf Div took over the old Corps quarters in Germany and
came under command 30 British Corps. (WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div,

15 Jun 45) By 18 Jun all main German formations had arrived in East Friesland
and a total of 192,099 all ranks were concentrated in their allotted area
north of the Ens-Jade Canal. This figure also includes 2348 fenal e
auxiliaries. (WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div, June 1945: Appx 2, Sitrep of

18 Jun)

130. On 6 Jun 2 Cdn Inf Div assumed control of the Twenty-Fifth German Arny.
On that date Maj-Gen A.B. Matthews C.B.E., D.S.O, E. D. and divisional staff
of ficers net representatives from 101 Central Section? and Lt-Gen Reicheld,
Chief of Staff, Twenty-Fifth German Army. The purpose of the neeting was to
expl ain the changes in the chain of command and the rulings to be established
in the area north of the Ems-Jade Canal, exclusive of the Bremen Encl ave.
(WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div: Appx 8, ECLIPSE Instruction No. 4, Appx "C")
Between 5 and 11 Jul 3 Cdn Inf Div (C. A OF.) took over from2 Div, which then
returned to the Netherlands, where it was concentrated in the area between
Apel doorn and Anersfoort, awaiting novement to the United Kingdom for
repatriation (WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div, June 1945: Appx 8, Instructions
for the relief of 2 Cdn Inf Div by 3 Cdn Inf Div (C.A O F.) 28 Jun 45). The
last Sitrep of 2 Div in Germany was dated 4 Jul 45 and |isted a total of

183,552 Gernman servicenen in the concentration area including 3166 fenale

29101 Central Section was an organi zation designed to be a link
between 2 Cdn Inf Div and the German Arny for the purpose of giving
orders, obtaining information and ensuring that all orders were pronptly
and efficiently conplied with by the Germans (WD., G S., HQ 2 Cdn Inf
Di v, June 1945: Appx 8, ECLIPSE Instr No. 5, 8 Jun 45).
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auxiliaries (WD., GS., HQ 2 Cdn Inf Div, July 1945: Appx 2, Sitrep of

4 Jul).

OPERATI ON " ECLI PSE"

131. In the Preface to the 21st Army Group Panphlets, Operation "ECLIPSE" was
defined as the preparation for occupying Germany. This would indicate that
the actual operation was going to be given another code nane, yet Chapter | of
Panphl et 1 declares that the first day of "ECLIPSE" was "A" Day -- the day
that Germany formally surrendered, or the day that the German forces

capitul ated or were overpowered. ((H S.) 215A21.016 (D4): Panphlet |

Chap |, paras 2, 3) This confusion was further conpounded by the fact that
many of the "ECLI PSE" staff did not know where their responsibilities started
and stopped ((H. S.) 235C3.013 (D19): Menmp by ADCS, 3 Cdn Inf Div, n.d.)

Mor eover, "for reasons which have been inpossible to identify, the overal
Arny plan gave the inpression to conmanders and staffs at | ower formations
that Operation "ECLI PSE' was a special event to be performed by "ECLI PSE"

I ncrenments unai ded" ((H S.) 215C1.009 (D11): "ECLIPSE" Progress Report

(Ordnance), 9 Jun 45, para 5).

132. Wth a few exceptions this staff, nuch smaller than it was supposed to
be, was held at Arny Headquarters until the end of the fighting. From

4-10 May it was despatched to corps, divisions and | ower formations. On

10 May, the "ECLI PSE" personnel remaining at Army H Q were absorbed as part

of the regular staff with nany going to a new section of "A" branch called
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Reor gani zati on, Reallocation and Denobilisation. (WD., A &

Q /"ECLIPSE"/First Cdn Arny, 4-10 May 45)

133.

or

The work acconplished by the "ECLI PSE" staff who went to corps, division

| ower formations is revealed by the follow ng excerpts froma progress

report on the operation:

During the planning period the available staff was very snmall. The rest
of the staff at Arny and |l ower formations arrived so |late that they had

limted time in which to grasp the essentials of the operation and plan.

The Probl ens

(a)Large tracts of country, particularly in Eastern Holland, had been

i berated and contai ned quantities of German War Materi al

(b)War Material Recce Teans were reporting in detail nuch of this

mat eri al .

(c) Troops were NOT avail able to guard war materials when found. 3°

0Eventual |y, the provision of guards for all vul nerable points
resulted in "extrenme di spersion" of the occupation forces and great
fatigue to the troops burdened with frequent sentry duty. Consequently,
21 A Gp accepted a greater elenment of risk and reduced the nunber of
pl aces guarded. ((H. S.) 215Cl1. (D344): 21 A Gp to First Cdn Arny,
15 Jun 45)

92 Report No. 56



(d) There was NO transport available for collection

(e) The inhabitants were | ooting eagerly and in Holland the Netherl ands

Admi nistration was appropriating war nmaterial at wll.

(f)Even if materials were collected there were NO control teams to

supervi se dunps.

(g)It was often difficult to distinguish between Sal vage and ECLI PSE

comi t nents.

The Sol ution

(a) The probl em was considered jointly between ECLI PSE and Sal vage and

each service helped the other with its resources, with a large credit

bal ance to Sal vage.

(b) Four centres were selected for the concentration of war material: -

(i) Ri cht er sbl eek Factory, Enschede Map Reference P1 412013

(ii) Sugar Factory, Groningen Map Reference L1 196136

(iii) Harskaanp

Map Reference 2 648937
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(iv) O denburg (Artillery and Fl ak Barracks)

Map Reference M2 3106

(c) These four depots were thrown open to the results of both War
Mat eri al Recce and Sal vage Recce: and, in effect, the surrounding areas

have been swept into these depots.

(d) 10 Canadi an Sal vage Unit was nade avail able from 15 Canadi an Arny
Road Head and one section was placed in each of the four depots:
of ficers were provided fromvarious sources, including the ECLIPSE staff

at Headquarters.

(e)Local | abour was enpl oyed.

(f)Workshops supervi sed by Royal Canadi an El ectrical and Mechanica

Engi neers were set up to inspect and service vehicles, as recovered, so

that they could be put to stock, as far as possible in a running

condi tion.

(g) Transport from Arny reserves and drivers fromvari ous sources were

made avail abl e by the staff.

Ger man
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2 Canadian Corps in Germany were to order the Gernans to arrange
concentration areas for the troops in Germany and from Holland, in the

area North of the Ens - Jade Canal

Primary Di sar manent

Primary Di sarmanent dunps were set up in W1 hel nshaven, Enden,
QO denburg and Meppen (artillery equipnment only). |In the first three
dunps it is noticeable that small arnms are abundant, but there is great

shortage of other forms of equipnent.

Recce and Cl earance

It was early found that the delay between di scovery of material by
War Material Recce Teans and collection often neant that the materia

was lost. This difficulty was solved as foll ows:

(a) The part of 2 Canadian Corps area South of the Ens - Jade Canal was

divided into two from North to Sout h.

(b) One War Material Recce Team was placed in charge of each area with

under command of each: -

10 Sal vage Recce Oficers
A pool of Amrunition Exam ners
Royal Canadi an Engi neer Advi sors
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Det achment Royal Canadi an El ectrical and Mechani cal Engi neers
One Pi oneer Conpany

One Transport Pl atoon

Three Inspecting Ordnance Officers were avail able to advise

ei ther team

(c)Each Wwar Material Recce Teamdivided its area into 10 sub-areas.

(d)yMaterials were cleared into the ECLI PSE Depot at O denburg and into a

newy forned depot at Leer.

(e)Cl earance of the area North of the Ens - Jade Canal was left to
2 Canadi an Infantry Division which was engaged on di sarmanment and

control in that area.

This was known as Operation SALVAGE.

((H S.) 215C1.009 (D11):
"ECLI PSE" Progress Report

(Ordnance), 9 Jun 45)

134. A conparison of "ECLIPSE" plans with "ECLI PSE" achi evenents |leads this

narrator to conclude that the Operation failed to fully achieve its anbitious

goal. The Operation failed because:
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(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

The original plans were based on two fal se assunptions, that
surrender would occur with 21st Arnmy Group at the Rhine and that
the responsibilities of the First Canadian Arny woul d continue

for six nonths or nore.

It was never clear whether the "ECLI PSE" staff was to be a

pl anni ng and advi sory body or an executive body.

The difficulties inherent to the planning by one group of an
operation which entail ed execution by another group were never

really overcone.

The plans were over-el aborate and called for the presence of
several hundred experienced staff officers who just weren't

avai l abl e.

The staff actually posted to "ECLIPSE" |Increnments were posted too

| ate for adequate training.

The unit commanders were not kept "in the picture".

The delay in getting the "ECLI PSE" staff fromArnmy H Q to the
forward areas neant that unit commanders had to nake "on the
spot” decisions during the crucial few days follow ng the

cessation of hostilities.
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This is not to say that the surrender was not fully and properly executed. It
was -- but by troops using their conmon sense in applying a few genera
principles. Nor do the results of Operation "ECLIPSE'" speak agai nst
prelimnary planning but they do reveal the Iinmtations of too detailed a
preparation for an operation which, by its very nature, required the use of

much initiative by | ocal commanders.

THE CANADI AN SOLDI ER AS REVEALED BY THE SURRENDER®!

135. The men of the First Canadian Arny forned the | argest body of volunteers
whi ch fought in North-West Europe.3 The feelings of these volunteers are

i mportant for while the description of battle often requires that battalions
be consi dered as chessnmen, the true understandi ng of an army denmands sone
know edge of the kinds of men in it. War nmay frequently be a matter of

i mpersonal objectives to staff officers and nmilitary historians; but to the
soldier in a reginment, war is primarily a subjective experience. The nature
of this experience is revealed in the follow ng excerpts from2 Cdn Corps war
diaries at the time of the Gernman defeat. These war diaries vary according to

the character and circunmstances of the unit and according to the perception of

3IAt the tine of the surrender, General Crerar issued a directive
to his commanders concerning the discipline and training of his
soldiers. The directive shows a great understanding of the character of
the Canadi an soldier and it is repeated as Appendix "I" to this report.

32There were of course sonme 12,098 NNR M A soldiers sent to join
the First Canadian Arnmy during the |ast four nonths of the war in Europe
but these nmen forned considerably | ess than 10% of the Arny's strength
and suffered only .5% of Canadian fatal battle casualties in
Nort h- West Europe (Stacey, op cit, pp 235, 272).
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the diarist. Each diary shows but one part of the Canadi an sol dier; together

the diaries cone close to presenting the whole man.

5th Canadi an Arnmoured Di vi sion

136. 3rd Arnmoured Reconmai ssance Regi nent (The Governor Ceneral's Horse

Guar ds) :

4 May The | ong awai ted announcenent [over the BBC] was followed by a
mad scurry for the rumbottles and all ranks "spliced the nmain
brace".

5 May At 1500 hrs orders were received to cancel all rumissues as a

death had occurred in the division and poi soni ng was suspect ed.

No further rumuntil the medical investigation is conplete.

The irrepressible C.B.H immediately requested 20 gallons for

experimental purposes.

137. 2nd Arnmoured Reginent (Lord Strathcona's Horse (Royal Canadians)):

4 May During a show at R H Q news canme of the surrender. The C O

announced sane am dst cheers and whi stl es.

138. 5th Arnmoured Reginment (8th Princess Louise's (New Brunsw ck) Hussars):

99 Report No. 56



139.

140.

141.

4 May

13 May

At 2230 hrs the long awaited for nessage was received from Rear
5 Cdn Arnd Bde. A dance was held by the officers nmess during

t he eveni ng.

Sunday broke as a warm sunny day with |ight breezes
prevailing. A nenorial service was held to honour those of our

regi ment who had fallen during the war agai nst Gernmany.

9th Arnmoured Regi ment (The British Col unbia Dragoons):

4 May

At 2035 hrs a BBC news flash [announced the end]. Sonme wld
and dangerous cel ebration by civ popul ati on was tol erated by

the mlitary forces in view of the great announcenent.

The Perth Regi nent:

4 May

The Cape

4 May

At 2045 hrs Bde called to say [that the war was over]. A rum

i ssue was authorized and a minor cel ebration took place.

Bret on Hi ghl anders:

The remai nder of the evening passed quietly with all coys in

their new position and carrying our nornmal guard duties.

Late this evening we heard the good news over the radio..
Thi s news brought hearty cheers fromthe boys.
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142. The Irish Reginment of Canada:

4 May

8 May

Qur first day out of the line (after 37 days in) finds
everybody busy cl eaning up. This afternoon we buried our dead
fromthe |last battle. Lt Gourlay, Sgt Caswell and 8 other
ranks. This evening the radi o brought good news. Can this be

t he end?

To-day canme the news we have been waiting for nearly six years.
Tormorrow Germany will surrender. It |eaves one with a curious
m xture of feelings. Mostly there is just a feeling of

t hankful ness and relief. But there is no great sense of
extrene job, just a quiet acceptance and thoughts of all those
fell ows who waited and fought and died in Italy and Hol | and
that the rest of us might carry on to this great day. To nany
of us it neans no nore crouching in slit trenches or waiting
for the next shell to I and and wondering how much | onger your

luck will last, no nore dawn attacks or night patrols.

143. The Westmi nister Regi ment (Motor):

4 May

The eveni ng was being spent quietly until 2045 hrs when the BBC
announced... This news was received with great excitenment by
all ranks and parties were inmediately organized to celebrate
the best news since 1939. The renmi nder of the evening nust be
described as confused.
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3rd Canadian Infantry Division

144. 7th Reconnai ssance Regi ment (17th Duke of York's Royal Canadi an

Hussars):

4 May As a patrol approached the bridge at MR 998410 it was bl own and
the enemy opened fire from across the Ens-Jade Canal. |In this
skirm sh Cpl Morrison was killed and Sgt Dabbs | ater died of
wounds. At 1430 hrs an envoy under a flag of truce, purporting
to be fromthe garrison comdr at Aurich was conducted to 8 Cdn
Inf Bde H Q The Squadron [A] was ordered not to cross the

canal ... Total Prisoners of War for the day was 208..

Wrd was received from 3rd Canadian Infantry Division in the
eveni ng that "Cease Fire" would take place at 0800 hrs

5 May 1945.

Weat her: Very cool with heavy showers.

145. The Caneron Hi ghl anders of Otawa (M G):

4 May Message received at 1830 hrs to cease offensive action--a

further nessage received [2033 hrs]-- the war is over as far as

the Canerons are concerned in this theatre.

146. The Royal Wnnipeg Rifles:
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4 May

6 My

We got the information from Bde at 1455 hrs that the Brigadier
of 8 Cdn Inf Bde was in Aurich accepting that city's surrender
This news nmade us feel very happy because we had expected to
assault and take the place... W had no sooner arrived in
Holtrop [1845 hrs] than we got two witten nmessages. One was
the very sad news that Maj D.B. Robertson had di ed of wounds
yesterday. His loss is deeply felt. The other nessage said
that no further offensive action by infantry including
patrolling would be taken and that casualties were not to be
incurred... At 2030 hrs we heard [the news] over the BBC. Bde
sent us the follow ng nessage at 2250 hrs: CEASE FIRE with

effect from 0800 hrs 5 May.

It seened strange to see German sol di ers wal ki ng around. .

They certainly are a rare assortnment.

147. The Regina Rifle Regi ment:

4 May

By 2000 hrs all Coys are in position [in the concentration area
for the assault on Aurich]. A Bn "O'" Goup is ordered for

2130 hrs.

At 2015 hrs a signaller conmes into the Ops Roomwith the news
that BBC had just announced that the War in this sector is
over. We sit tight until the news is broadcast at 2100 hrs,
still having heard nothing from Bde H Q on the subject.
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At 2100 hrs the news states that German troops... have agreed
to surrender unconditionally... The Bn "O'" Group is forgotten
and everyone sits down and tries to figure things out.

Everyone is going around with a silly grin on his face and
trying to let the significance of it all trickle through
Finally official notification cones through Bde HQ .. The

bal ance of the night is spent in "quiet neditation" by a snall
nunber but the majority calmy go to bed with little

celebrating. What can be done on water?

148. 1st Battalion, The Canadi an Scotti sh Regi nment:

4 May At 1950 hrs the news [of surrender] canme over the BBC. W had
been expecting it sooner or later; but, when it canme it was
hard to realize it was true and there would be no nore

fighting.

9 May Many of them [ Gernan sol di ers] have been separated fromtheir
units so they have wandered around the roads with no definite
purpose in mnd. They have been unarnmed and we have not
bothered with them so the situation has presented a great
contrast fromthat of a week ago when we were shooting one

anot her on sight.

149. The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada:
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150.

151.

4 May

At 1330 hrs C Coy was pinned down by SA fire just short of the
objective [ X rds 873369-- near Ostersander]. Supporting arns
went into action and cleared a way for the Coy. Two of our nen

were killed and one was wounded.

At 1500 hrs C Coy were all on their objective. Shortly after
C Coy took the X rds, Lt-Col Haurunz of the Wehrmacht came in
with a white flag to negotiate surrender and he was followed a

few m nutes |ater by the Burgommster of Aurich

At 1900 hrs the greatest news since D Day is officially

announced. There is no cel ebration but everybody is happy.

Le Régi nent de | a Chaudiere:

La nouvell e nous vient par la radio [at 2030 hrs] que les
troupes all emandes en face du 2le groupe d' arnge, d'aprés |leurs

superieurs ont ms bas les arnes et se sont rendues aux alliés.

Une Messe est cél ébrée et le "Te Deunt' est chanté [at 0815 hrs]
sur |la place des chars d' assauts afin de renercier Dieu de |la

vi ctoire accordée.

The North Shore (New Brunsw ch) Regi nment:
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152.

4 May

12 May

The Hi ghl

3 May

4 May

At 2030 hrs we heard via radio that all German Forces on the

front of 1st Canadian Arny had surrendered.

There will be no future rumi ssues.

and Light Infantry of Canada:

A few PWwere taken and they spoke of a conplete surrender in a

few days.

At 1720 hrs the follow ng nessage was received at this H Q

"Firmup your present area, accept no casualties, don't engage

in any unnecessary action and do not use any arty if it can be

avoi ded. "

At 2030 hrs the BBC announced [the surrender to Montgonery]. A

strange atnosphere prevail ed, everybody appeared happy and

relieved but no nood for rejoicing devel oped.

Weat her - raw and cold

Visibility - poor

Moral e - good and ri sing.
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8 May

More letters were witten today than on any other day during

t he past el even nonths.

153. The Stornont, Dundas and d engarry Hi ghl anders:

4 May

6 My

[At 1704 hrs] The Brigadier phones all offensive action is to
cease forthwith except arty which is to be used with

di scretion.

[At 1830 hrs] It is very hot in our area. Jerry must suspect
that cessation of hostilities is iminent and is set to get rid
of his amunition. It is a bit nerve-wacking: no oneis
interested in becomng a casualty at this stage of the gane,
and even the nost intrepid are beginning to | ook around for
basements. Qur artillery is busy retaliating with fire,

engagi ng a suspected German H Q at Petkum and other targets.

[At 2345 hrs] Eneny arty activity appears to have stopped, we

hope.

[At 1700 hrs] Unit has arrived in Enden. It is a curious
experience coning into close contact with Jerries. They appear
to be wandering about the place at randomand it takes a bit of
"getting used to". The situation is |ike sonmething out of

"Alice in Wnderl and".
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28 May

Voting for the Federal Election starts today. The norale of
the battalion is noticeably high, the boys seemto be reacting
favourably to this life of pleasantness and rel ative ease.
Discipline is well naintained and few of the lads are up on

char ge.

154. The North Nova Scotia Hi ghl anders:

4 May

5 May

The Battalion renmained in position [in Tinmrel] all day waiting
for supporting arns to be noved up. A and B Coys enpl oyed the
pri soners of war and civilians in renoving road bl ocks and

filling in the craters. Around 1700 hrs a nessage was received
from Brigade that no offensive action would be taken which

woul d be liable to cause casualties to our own troops. Runours
were rife and many and various were the conjectures on what was
taking place. At 2100 hrs, the BBC [announced the surrender to

Mont gonery] .

The effect on the nmen of the news of unconditional surrender of
all Germans on our front was not very evident. There was
rather an air of unbelief as though it were difficult to
realize that the fighting was actually all over, than of
celebrating. The nen were quiet and went about their duties as
before or fell to discussing anong thensel ves how soon they

woul d be maki ng the home bound trip across the Atlantic.
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6 My

7 May

16 May

By procl amati on posted through the town [ Norden] by the Gernman
Arny, the civilian popul ati on had been ordered to stay in their
houses during our arrival. But instead they thronged the
streets and particularly the square nore it seemed, because of
curiosity than of any desire to welconme us. They did not cheer

or wave flags, yet they did not appear sullen and dejected.

The [radi o] news contained reports of the unrestrained
celebrations in various parts of the Allied world and the plans
for the celebrations on V.E. day. But by the troops this news
was received with the sane cal mess as the news of the coll apse

on the 21st Arnmy Group front. There were no cel ebrations.

[When in Germany] the law of "non-fraternizing" had been kept
to the letter and the behavi our of the troops had been
exenplary. However it was a relief to be back in Holland

anongst a friendly people.

4t h Canadi an_Arnpured Divi sion

155. 29th Arnoured Reconnai ssance Regi nent (The South Al berta Regi nent):

4 May

After supper and about 2030 hrs, the nmen were listening to

G enn MIler's dance band, when the nusic was stopped and a
news flash sent. All German forces on 21 Arny G oup front had
surrendered unconditionally. Nobody could believe his ears and
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156.

157.

6 My

then realizing what they had heard, everybody started | eaping
around and cheering. The relief was trenmendous. A double
i ssue of rum was handed out and in a |linmited manner everybody

has a good tine.

Confirmation that the Germans to our front are actually
surrenderi ng makes us feel better. The war is definitely over

for us. Now for the spit and polish soldiering.

21st Arnoured Regi nent (The Governor Ceneral's Foot Guards):

4 May

8 May

The good news was received with enthusiasm but tenpered in nost

cases by a certain distrust of the eneny.

Again the news was received with a kind of restrained
ent husi asm as though everyone hoped it were true but stil

doubt ful .

22nd Arnoured Regi nent (The Canadi an Grenadi er Guards):

4 May

This nmorning the Brigadier cane to our conbined H Q. [C GG
and L.S.R]. It was laid down that we would have to push on
and it was decided to run an arnmoured thrust up the right flank

with a force consisting of 2 Sgn and "B" Coy L.S. R
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Aterrific nunber of P.O W's streamed back all afternoon
Sgt. Hubert drew quite a |laugh when he had a group of 100 of

them at RHQ si ngi ng "Marchi ng agai nst Engl and".

At 1500 hrs... it was reported by P.W's that there were sone
wounded Germans in the vicinity of 291186 so the Padre and

Lt CGoldie went out to bring themin. They never returned.

The C. O ordered a Recce elenent to be sent forward to 284249

but at 2045 hrs a nessage from RHQ ordered no further advance

owi ng to a BBC announcenent.

The end cane when we were out in front pushing on.

158. 9th Arnmoured Regiment (The British colunbia Dragoons):

4 May

15 May

"C'" Sgn with Argyll and Sutherland Regi mnent of Canada noved
North to town of Wifelstede and made contact with the eneny.
Toni ght the Regi nent heard the news of a surrender to the
21st Arny Group but the Regi nent stood fast until norning 5th

of May.

Cpl Smith of Recce troops had his arm bl own of f by an expl osion
in his tank at 2300 hrs. Cpl Smith went to his tank to pick up
sonet hi ng and when he opened the hatch a pre-arranged and
boobi ed grenade went off. It is believed that the work was
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159.

160.

done by a civilian and action was taken to find out the

origin.?33

The Lincoln and Well and Regi ment:

4 May At 2200 hrs word was received fromBde to stand fast unti

further orders.

5 May At 0100 hrs... the long awaited order [concerning the "cease

fire"] had conme in. The troops spent the day resting.

The Al gonqui n Regi nent :

30 Apr Since crossing the Kisten Kanal 17 April the battalion has
advanced just a little over 5 niles, always against fierce
resi stance and over terrain where it was inpossible to use
tanks except on the roads. Fortunately the country ahead
appears to be nore suitable to nobile warfare and there are
i ndi cations that the eneny defence is already beginning to

crunbl e.

33Havi ng deternined that a German was responsi ble for the booby
trap, the town folk were assenbled and told that it was necessary to
clear a field of fire about the tank harbour. Wen the O C. had given
themthis information, he ordered the work of clearing to proceed. One
house was bul | -dozed flat and another burnt to the ground. (WD.
10 Cdn Inf Bde, 15 May 45)

112 Report No. 56



4 May

5 May

15 May

Only a few people had heard the broadcast and the others,
t hough they wanted to believe it, were hard to convince. [One
conpany was actually engaged at the tinme of the broadcast,

suffering and inflicting casualties.] Then at 2205

Lt- Col Akehurst sent the follow ng nessage to all coys: "Al
of fensive action will cease until further notice". Even after
this word was received, there was still not the jubilant

reaction one m ght have expected. A few people were noisily

excited but nost were just deeply and quietly thankful

By evening the nood for celebrating had begun to take hold and
nost of our people who were not on duty proceeded to encourage
that mood with the aid of several kinds of |iquor that

nmysteriously appeared in many places.

After nmuch grunmbling at being dragged out of bed so early, the
area round up [in Varel for German deserters and war crim nal s]
got under way at 0500 hrs as schedul ed. Houses were entered
and searched while the majority of citizens were still in bed.
O hers, both male and fenmal e were caught in various stages of
dress and undress. Sone strange sights were seen and as the
men began to realize the interesting possibilities this

busi ness had to offer, the grunbling was forgotten and the job

progressed rapidly am dst nmounting enthusi asm
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19 May

Early reveille for "A" Coy and the Carrier and A Tk pls. Their
job was to guide and shepherd several thousand German troops
who are noving through our area en route fromone canp to
another. Al day long the German marched and rode past in the
strangest assortnent of vehicles ever assenbled for the
nmovenent of troops. The scenes rem nded one of the days back
around Fal ai se where bedraggl ed | ooki ng Germans were

surrendering by the thousands.

161. The Argyll and Sutherland Hi ghl anders of Canada (Princess Louise's):

3 May

4 May

Capt Sherwin Doig, O C. "A" Coy was killed. During these days
we deeply regretted casualties since we could truly feel that

the war's end was but a few days away.

The announcenent from higher formation that the Argylls were
the only unit in the entire 21st Arny G oup who were stil
encountering opposition® did not help our troops. At

2040 hours and somewhat unexpectedly canme the announcenent we
had been waiting and hoping for since our first day of

action... There was spontaneous and justifiable rejoicing and
celebrating as soon as word of the surrender spread anongst the

troops.

34This was incorrect.
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162.

7 May

24 May

The Lake

3 May

A good many of the prisoners did not quite grasp the
signi ficance of what was happening. They seened to be under
the inpression that they were "under conmand" of 4 Cdn Arnd Div

and would join us in an Anti-Russian Crusade.

[Nijverdal, Holland] For the first tinme, now that the war was
over, we could detect a new vigour in the Dutch town-1life;

busi ness was re-opening, factories began to work again,
transportation for the civilians-- though still on a reduced
scal e-- was once again functioning and the peopl e thensel ves
seenmed to be able to think and act again. Their |oca
newspapers, representing every shade of political thought,
re-appeared with discussion on national as well as

i nternational events. The change-over was rather fascinating
to behold; in the past we had only seen what warfare and cl ose
quarter fighting will do for a country, now for the first tine

we coul d observe the beneficial by-products of peace.

Superior Regi ment (Motor):

During the afternoon it was |learned from"B" Coy that the

t el ephone system connecting Rastede to W/ hel nshaven was i ntact
and operational. At 1730 hrs Lt W Craig acconpani ed by an
interpreter from22 C.A R and his driver went to "B" Coy on
the outskirts of Rastede where they picked up a section of
carriers and proceeded to shoot their way into the town which
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was not yet clear of enemy. On reaching the Post Ofice

Lt Craig with the aid of the interpreter put through a

tel ephone call to the Garrison Condr at W/ hel mshaven, and in
the nane of the Allied MIlitary Condr, issued an ultimtumto
surrender. After a wait of approx 1 1/2 to 2 hrs Lt Craig
again called and received the reply that the garrison would

fight to the last man.

4 May Anot her 75 mm gun was sighted at approx MR290197. One sec of
#8 pl noved forward to take out the gun, covered by the
remai ning two secs. Pte McGIlivay took the PIAT and on
reaching the edge of the woods came under S. A fire. He
continued to edge forward however, and on reaching a suitable
position he fired two bonmbs. The first was a direct hit at the
junction of the piece and the shield, knocking out the gun, and
the second penetrated the shield killing the crew. The Coy
noved ahead again... After encountering another road bl ock
anot her 75 nm (whi ch the FOO knocked out with his own 75 nm tk)
and a bridge prepared for denolition, the Coy finally fired up

at MR282235 on receiving the "cease forward novenent" order

2nd Canadi an I nfantry Division

163. 8th Reconnai ssance Regi nent (14th Canadi an Hussars):
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4 May

5 May

6 My

8 May

16 May

A Sgn [fanning out from O denburg and maki ng towards the coast
at approximately 0500 hrs]. ...lunped another 88 and | ost

2 cars and were forced to abandon a third. Lt. Roy Matheson
and Tprs Mosull and Shopland were killed. At dinner the Padre

canme in with the news that the War was over.

We first shuddered about the spit and polish era which was
about to descend upon us. On the whole, the surrender was
taken very calmy but everyone felt |let-down. The genera

feeling was "La guerre est finis"-- so what!

Qut of Victory comes confusion. What a nmess! The one object
in the mnd of every Jerry is to get home and he is certainly

doi ng his damedest to get there.

A German wormman cl ai ned that a dark man, wearing a black beret,
raped her, so we called the provost and had an identification
parade. First stop, C Sqn. The gal wal ked up and down a few
times and [then] pointed the finger of guilt at the wonman-hater
of the Regt. He'll never live it down. The |ook on
------------- 's face was priceless! After a lot of fussing
about and nore parades, she finally decided that it wasn't any

of our nen.

The nunber of officers and nmen volunteering for the CA P.F. is
appreciable. This would indicate a high standard of norale
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164.

165.

within the unit. |If the smartness of the gate picket is any
i ndication, the lads are responding to the spit and polish very

wel | .

The Toronto Scottish Reginment (MG):

4 May

The Royal

4 May

5 May

7 May

11 May

A wave of excitement was caused toni ght when it was announced
on the wireless that all resistance opposite 21 Army G oup

woul d cease as of 0800 hrs 5 May 45.

Regi ment of Canada:

At 2035 hrs it happened--a radio report of the collapse... It

was a great nonment.

We are still just a little dazed with the news. It is very
hard to realize that our part of the fighting in Europe is
over. There are no great celebrations in our canp but [we are]

qui etly thankful that the struggle on our front has ceased.

It is reported that VE Day is here and that the German
commander s have surrendered unconditionally. Tonorrowis to be

official VE Day. This conmes as an anti-cli max.

The people of the village [Wardenburg] try to be friendly but
nmeet with no success. The nen have seen too nuch to be anxious
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166. The Royal

4 May

5 May

to fraternize. As yet there has been no sign of any

"Resi stance Movenent".

Ham | ton Light Infantry:

[At 2000 hrs] news of the German surrender to 21 Arnmy Group
circulates around the battalion. It was picked up by the sigs
and | section radi o and soon spread. Even though [we] did

expect it, it was still hard to believe.

[At 2130 hrs] expect high ranking German officers to cone

through our lines with plans for surrendering.

[At 2200 hrs] the liquor and beer issue arrived at a very

fitting tine too as a najor celebration was in order

The troops thenselves in all coys seem surprised, relieved and
quite a bit disappointed as V day had no special celebration

for them

167. The Essex Scottish Regi ment:

4 May

The chi ef and npst exciting news of the day was fromthe

2100 hr BBC broadcast... For nany the news was hard to realize
but confirmation cane froma Bde O Group at 2130 hrs. The
conpany commanders met in the COs office at 2315 to hear the
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terms of the surrender and drink a toast to the end of
hostilities for the Reginent. It was a proud nonment and the
wor k of the many who were not present to share this hour was

not forgotten.

168. The Bal ck Watch (Royal Hi ghland Regi nent) of Canada:

3 May Li berated and conquered radi os toni ght brought us the news of
the conplete capitulation of the German Armies in Italy. This
coupled with the word that Berlin is now Kaput | eads us to the

belief that the end is definitely in sight.

4 May The [ BBC] broadcast brought us the news we have awaited so
I ong, and for which we have travelled so far... There was a
monment of silence while the enormity of it all was
conprehended, then followed a round of rmutual congratul ations.
There was sone celebration... but largely the feeling was one

of relief rather than jubilation.

8 May It has been reported to us that some of the Poles [D.P."s] in
the district have been guilty of appropriating food stocks from
private homes. After an exam nation of the conditions under
whi ch the forced | abourers have had to exist it is sone wonder

that they content thenselves with taking food.
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10 May

12 May

28 May

On behalf of the three hundred men under his conmand, the
of ficer [commanding a German A/ A group] wished to sign up in

the Canadian Arny to fight agai nst the Japanese.

There has been a great deal of pressing of unifornms, blancoing

of web and shining of brass recently but not a single gripe on

the subject has been heard. It would appear that the nen are
only too willing to put up a good front before the Heinies of
t he t own.

The K. of C. have been instrunental in delivering books to each
conpany. As there are all too fewto go around, corporals may

be seen reading aloud to groups of nmen gathered around them

The massed pi pe band of 2 Cdn Inf Div played Retreat tonight in
front of our Bn HQ [in Varel]. Even the Germans seened

i mpressed.

169. Le Regi nent de Mai sonneuve:

8 May

For VE Day it is fair and sunny. At 1930 hrs we had a VE Day
parade. One platoon of each rifle conmpany and H. Q conpany

par aded downtown [in Brake]. W had a march past and our C. O
Lt-Col G L. Lalonde took the salute and after that he read to

us nessages fromthe Arny, Corps and Div Conmdrs. Qur Padre..
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paid a tribute to our dead. The Last Post and Reveille were

sounded and the parade was dismissed. It was very inpressive.

170. The Cal gary Hi ghl anders:

5 May

7 May

At 0800 hrs official word was received that the attack planned
in the Bde huddl e 4 May was cancell ed. Although there was no
mention from hi gher command of the reported surrender of Gernman
forces, it was felt that this change in plan, in view of the
progress of the war during recent weeks was a very strong

i ndication that the fighting was ended. And so as this news
was slowy conprehended by the battalion, all ranks | ooked into
the future with nmisgivings at the prospect of an occupationa

role and "peacetine" sol diering.

A Bde huddl e at 2100 hrs revealed the first of the battalion
post-war tasks-- occupy for two weeks a portion of northwestern
Germany during which tinme the Germans were to collect and

surrender their arns and comrence denobili zi ng.

Bn HQ being in the small town of Rodenkirchen was besei ged
norni ng until night by German soldiers and civilians, by

Russi ans and Frenchnen, by Bel gi ans and Dut chmen, even by an
Engli shman-- all |ost, displaced or hungry and all desiring to
return hone as quickly as possible... Many a fervent prayer
was offered for the speedy arrival of MIlitary Government.
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171.

19 May

Les Fusil

5 May

8 May

The denolition of nmines and panzerfaust was continued by the

Pi oneer Platoon. By this tine, the experts of the Pioneers
were really warmng up to their work and beconming a trifle over
zeal ous, they exploded the teller mnes in groups of 100 at a
time. An irate Dutchman i mediately stornmed up to Bn HQ to
protest that his barge, |lying 2000 yds fromthe demplition
area, was conpletely lacking in window glass. The pioneers,
called in for an explanation couldn't understand why they were
bl amed for the Dutchman's plight. They did adnmit however that
there was a hole at the denplition area that would "envel op a
smal | battleship" and that "it rained dirt for 5 mnutes after
the explosion!™ Next time the m nes were blown up in groups of

fifty.

i ers Mont-Royal :

Cease fire is officially given by Brigade starting at 0800 hrs

today... Even though operations had ceased in our area

[ Al exander Airfield, O denburg] the whole battalion was kept at
the stand to and no one | ost his head over this great news.

Di sci pline was very good and all acted as real soldiers as they

have al ways done.

VE Day. A ration of beer is distributed and everybody drank a

toast to victory.
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12 May

The convoy was cheered whil e passing through Holland. The

bri ght decorations of VE Day were still all over the place and
t he happy and pleasant sniles of the population rem nded the
men of all the receptions they have had while liberating their
part of Holland. The battalion noved into the town on foot.
The parade was good and very soldierly in spite of the heat and
the fatigue of the journey [from Germany]. The billets are

very good and the little town [Rijssen] is pleasant.

172. The Queen's Own Caneron Hi ghl anders of Canada:

4 May

At 2000 hrs the BBC [announced the surrender to Montgonery].
The news was received with great hilarity in the battalion and
nunerous little parties wee held to celebrate the | ong awaited
news. There were many di scussions about the future role of the
battalion and many of the personnel were doing rapid

calculations in an attenpt to figure out when we reach Canada.

173. The Sout h Saskat chewan Regi ment:

4 May

8 May

The news canme over the radio... It is nomentous news and a

great tribute to Field Marshal Montgonery.

Today the weather is the finest we have had for a long while
and everyone is enjoying the sun despite the fact that they are
in Germany and itching to get back to Canada.
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At one mnute past mdnight, the boys celebrate the "Cease
Fire" by shooting off flares and in the distance A/A tracers
were seen drifting up into the sky. This marks the end of

WA 11 in Europe

9 May At 0001 hrs today the war ended.

The Coys were occupied during the norning preparing for this
afternoon's [commenoration] service. Also the battalion
trai ning got under way at 0900 hrs with 45 minutes of PT

foll owed by an hour of arms drill.

At 1400 hrs the parade was turned over to the CO and the
service began. [Both the Protestant and Catholic Padres
addressed the men and the battalion recited aloud the Lord's

Prayer].

The Last Post was played by Pte. A E. Bachinsky of D Coy, after
which there was a two minute silence of nmenory of our fallen
conrades. The bugler then played Reveille, after which

everyone joined in singing God Save the King.

CONCLUSI ON

174. In the last few nonths of the Second World War, the follow ng divisions

were enpl oyed or avail able for enploynment agai nst the Germans:
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180835 Russi an

68 Anerican

16 British

10 French

5 Canadi an

3 Pol i sh

2 I ndi an

1 New Zeal and

1 Sout h African
1 Brazilian

287 divi sions

(Wlnmt, C., The Struggle for

Eur ope (London, 1952), p. 623;

The Arny Al manac

(Washi ngton, 1950), p. 489; Field
Mar shal Al exander, the ltalian

Canpaign 12 Dec 44 - 2 May 45

(London, 1951), Appx "C")

The above figures nake it plain that Canada coul d not have expected to
i nfluence the nature of the surrender terns to any great degree. Part | of
this report also sets forth some of the reasons why Canada was unwilling to

press for greater voice when possession of that voice nmeant committing herself

SApproxi mate figure only.
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to occupying part of Germany for a considerable time. These reasons were fear
of public opinion, uncertainty over post-war defence arrangenents with the
United States, uncertainty concerning the post-war intentions of Russia and a
belief that the division of responsibility for policing Europe should be
deternmined by an international security organization. Under the

ci rcunst ances, the best Canada could do was to go along with the decisions
reached by the Big Three while continuing to help defeat Germany on the field
of battle. Therefore, First Canadian Army was only concerned with the
mlitary surrender of the Twenty-Fifth Gernman Arny opposite 1st Canadi an Corps

and the 2nd Parachute Corps opposite 2nd Canadi an Cor ps.

175. The German surrender to 1 Cdn Corps was quite different fromthe eneny
surrender to 2 Cdn Corps. In the Western Netherl ands, the Gernans had
suggested a truce in order that the Allies nmight feed the Dutch
Seyss-lnquart's willingness to accept responsibility, and the fact that no
part of the Gernman honel and was involved, were two very inportant reasons why
a wor kabl e agreenent was reached. Hostilities were never resuned after they
wer e suspended to pernmt food drops and the entry of food convoys into the

Net her | ands.

176. In East Friesland, a good part of Germany was at stake, including the
ports of Enden and W/ hel nshaven. |In this sector, no high ranking

German of ficer would accept responsibility for surrender. Negotiations on the
hi ghest level were required to put an end to the fighting. Until the
negoti ati ons between Field Marshal Montgonery and Adnmiral Donitz were
successfully concluded, the majority of the eneny continued to resist. That
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they did fight on is a tribute to the discipline and courage of German
sol diers. Their valour, however, only served to conmpound the folly of their

| eaders.

177. The policy of 2 Cdn Corps was to crush resistance "by fire and steel and
not by the blood of our soldiers". Unfortunately, the terrain in

East Friesland was such that bringing to bear this fire and steel proved npst
difficult. General Sinpbnds was not able to bring into play anything like the
full force of his arnmour and artillery. Consequently, the burden fel

heavi est upon the infantry and the engineers. Nevertheless, by 4 May, 2 Corps
had forced the surrender of Delfzijl, O denburg and Bad Zwi schehahn. Aurich
was on the point of yielding when von Friedeburg signed the surrender

docunents. The enemy had been totally defeated on the field of battle.

178. The Germans could not claimthat they had been overwhel ned by nunmbers on
the Canadian Arnmy front. Blaskowitz' force nunbered approxi mately 120, 000 and
Straube's 93,000--a total of 213,000. GCeneral Crerar commanded 260, 000 troops

at the tinme of surrender. 36

179. Fortunately, while the eneny's defeat was conplete, there remained

sufficient Gernman headquarters to assist in the disposal of the vanqui shed.

36The total strength of First Cdn Army on 5 May 45 was 235,011
(WD., A & Q, HQ First Cdn Arnmy, My 1945: Appx 6). This tota
does not include figures for the 3rd British Infantry Division, the
4t h Commando Brigade and the 308th Infantry Brigade and the Roya
Net herl ands Bri gade which were al so under General Crerar's comrand.
There were approxi mately 25,000 soldiers in these four formations,
bringing the total in First Canadian Arnmy to 260,000 all ranks.
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Even with their help, the task was a huge one. Over two hundred thousand
eneny servicenen had to be disarned, screened, concentrated and prepared for
denmobi |l i zation. Over one hundred thousand of these had to be evacuated from
Hol I and and the road di stance from Ansterdam to W/ hel nshaven is roughly

200 miles. Nevertheless, the greater part of the task was finished within one

nmont h of the capitulation.

180. It is rather fascinating to | earn how quickly the bitter nenories fade
fromthe mnds of Canadian soldiers. The reaction to peace of the nmen of

4 Cdn Arnd Div was altogether different fromthat of 5 Cdn Arnd Div. 1In

4 Div, which was in action until the very end, there was a trenendous feeling
of relief at the "cease fire", alnost as if the condenmmed had been reprieved.
In 5 Div, which had a three-day break between its |ast battle and the end of
hostilities, there was the begi nning of that happy rem ni scence with which
soldiers recall their past wars. Rarely did the Canadian soldier really hate
the enemy. It was only towards the end when he saw the German concentration
canps that there was any strong feeling on his part--and that was closer to

di sgust than hate.

181. Wth the "cease fire", the Canadian soldier felt that he had done his

bit--he wanted to go hone. He had done his share in helping to win the

war--it was up to sonmeone else to give nmeaning to his victory.

182. This report was prepared by Captain J. R Mdden, Gen List. Paragraphs

24-82, 91-94, 125-127, 129 and 130 were taken fromthe draft of a report

129 Report No. 56



prepared by Major J.W Ostiguy, D.S.O, RC. 1.C and revised by

Maj or R B. Oglesby, R C A S.C

(C. P. Stacey) Col onel
Director

Hi storical Section
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APPENDI X " B"
to Report No. 56

Instrunent of Surrender

of

Al German Armed Forces in HOLLAND, in

Nort hwest Germany including all islands,

and i n DENVARK

The German Commander agrees to the surrender of all German Arnmed Forces
in HOLLAND, in Northwest GERMANY i ncluding the FRISI AN | SLANDS and

HELI GOLAND and all other islands, in SCHLESW G- HOLSTEI N, and i n DENVARK
tothe C.-in-C. 21 Arny Goup. This, to include all naval ships in
these areas. These forces to lay down their arns and to surrender

uncondi tional ly.

Al hostilities on land, on sea, or in the air by German forces in the
above areas to cease at 0800 hrs. British Double Sumer Tinme on

Saturday 5 May 1945.

The German command to carry out at once, and without argument or
comment, all further orders that will be issued by the Alied Powers on

any subj ect.

Di sobedi ence of orders, or failure to conply with them wll be regarded

as a breach of these surrender terns and will be dealt with by the

Al lied Powers in accordance with the accepted | aws and usages of war.
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This instrunment of surrender is independent of, w thout prejudice to,
and will be superseded by any general instrument of surrender inposed by
or on behalf of the Allied Powers and applicable to Gernmany and the

German Arned Forces as a whol e.

This instrunment of surrender is witten in English and in Gernman.

The English version is the authentic text.

The decision of the Allied Powers will be final if any doubt or dispute

arises as to the meaning or interpretation of the surrender terns.

"B.L. Montgonery v. Friedeburg"”

Fi el d- Mar sha

"Kinzel "

"G \Wagner"
4 May 1945 "Pol eck"
1830 hrs" "Friedel "

(Germany Surrenders Unconditionally, Facsinmles of the

Docunents (Washi ngton, 1945), p. 7)
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APPENDI X " C"
to Report No. 56

Only this text in English is authoritative

ACT OF M LI TARY SURRENDER

1. We the undersigned, acting by authority of the Gernman Hi gh Comrand,
her eby surrender unconditionally to the Supreme Commander, Allied
Expedi ti onary Force and sinmultaneously to the Soviet H gh Command all forces

on |l and, sea, and in the air who are at this date under German contr ol

2. The German Hi gh Conmand will at once issue orders to all German
mlitary, naval and air authorities and to all forces under German control to
cease active operations at 2301 hours Central European tinme on 8 May and to
remain in the positions occupied at that time. No ship, vessel, or aircraft

is to be scuttled, or any damage done to their hull, machinery or equipnent.

3. The German Hi gh Conmand will at once issue to the appropriate
commanders, and ensure the carrying out of any further orders issued by the

Suprene Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force and by the Soviet H gh Comuand.

4, This act of military surrender is without prejudice to, and will be
superseded by any general instrument of surrender inposed by, or on behalf of
the United Nations and applicable to GERMANY and the German Arned Forces as a

whol e.
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5. In the event of the German Hi gh Command or any of the forces under their
control failing to act in accordance with this Act of Surrender, the Suprene
Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force and the Soviet High Command will take

such punitive or other action as they deem appropriate.

Signed at Rheinms at 0241 on the 7th day of My, 1945.

France

On behal f of the German Hi gh Comand

"Jodi "
I N THE PRESENCE OF
On behal f of the suprene Commander, On behal f of the Soviet High
Al lied Expeditionary Force Comand
"WB. Snith" " Sousl opar ov"
"S. Sevez"

Maj or General, French Arny

(Wt ness) (Germany Surrenders Unconditionally, Facsinmiles of the

Docunents (Washi ngton, 1945), pp 9-10)
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APPENDI X " D"

to Report No. 56

ACT OF SURRENDER

1. We the undersigned, acting by authority of the Gernman Hi gh Comrand,

her eby surrender unconditionally to the Supreme Commander, Allied
Expedi ti onary Force and sinultaneously to the Suprene Hi gh Conmand of the Red
Arny all forces on |land, at sea, and in the air who are at this date under

Ger man control

2. The German Hi gh Conmand will at once issue orders to all German
mlitary, naval and air authorities and to all forces under German control to
cease active operations at 2301 hours Central European tine on 8th May 1945,
to remain in the positions occupied at that time and to di sarm conpletely,
handi ng over their weapons and equi pnent to the local allied conmmanders or

of ficers designated by Representatives of the Allied Supreme Commands. No
ship, vessel, or aircraft is to be scuttled, or any damage done to their hull
machi nery or equi prent, and al so to nmachines of all kinds, armanent,

apparatus, and all the technical nmeans of persecution of war in general

3. The German Hi gh Conmand will at once issue to the appropriate
commanders, and ensure the carrying out of any further orders issued by the
Suprene Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force and by the Supreme H gh Command

of the Red Arny.
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4, This act of military surrender is without prejudice to, and will be
superseded by any general instrument of surrender inposed by, or on behalf of
the United Nations and applicable to GERMANY and the German arned forces as a

whol e.

5. In the event of the German Hi gh Command or any of the forces under their
control failing to act in accordance with this Act of Surrender, the Suprene
Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force and the Suprene hi gh Command of the Red

Arnmy will take such punitive or other action as they deem appropriate.

6. This Act is drawn up in the English, Russian and German | anguages. The

Engli sh and Russian are the only authentic texts.

Signed at Berlin on the 8. day of May, 1945.

v. Friedeburg"” "Keitel " "Stunpff"

On behal f of the German Hi gh Comand

I N THE PRESENCE OF:

"A.W Tedder" " Zukov"

On behal f of the On behal f of the
Supr ene Commander Suprene Hi gh Command
Al lied Expeditionary Force of the Red Arny
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At the signing al so were present as witnesses:

"F. de Lattre-Tassigny" "Carl Spaatz"
General Commandi ng i n chi ef General , Commandi ng
First French Arny United States Strategic

Air Forces

(Germany Surrenders Unconditionally, Facsinmles of the

Docunents (Washi ngton, 1945), pp 32-34)
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APPENDI X "E"

to Report No. 56

ARTI CLES OF AGREEMENT

THE SUPREME COMMANDER ALLI ED EXPEDI TI ONARY FORCE of the one part and the
COMMANDER- | N- CHI EF of the CGERMAN FORCES in HOLLAND of the other part ACREE to

the foll owi ng ARTI CLES.

1. DEFI NI TION. Were HOLLAND is referred to in this agreenent it is

understood to be bounded by the frontier existing on 1st January 1938 and

i ncludes all offlying Dutch islands.

ON THEIR SI DE THE GERVAN AUTHORI TI ES AGREE AS FOLLOWS (ARTICLES 2-9):

2. The truce hereby declared is without prejudice to the demand, to which
the Allies adhere, for the ultimte unconditional surrender of all German
forces in HOLLAND. There will be no transfer of any part of these forces from

HOLLAND by any neans during the period of this agreement.

3. All German forces in German occupi ed HOLLAND wi Il cease all active

operations, including all forms of naval and air activity conducted fromthis

area.
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4, Al Allied Prisoners of War shall be surrendered. The German
Aut horities will deliver to the Allied lines all such prisoners within

48 hours of the effective date of this Agreenent.

5. The German Authorities shall refrain fromany form of inundation or
destruction of capital goods or equipnment, including, in particular

transportation facilities, bridges, |ocks, nmachinery and accommopdati on

6. Al political prisoners shall be transferred fromprison to
accomodat ati on organi zed in accordance with the standards prescri bed by the
I nternational Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of
27th July 1929. Delegates of the International Red Cross shall be allowed to

visit these prisoners to report their condition.

7. No further executions of political or other prisoners shall take place.
Rai ds and simlar nmeasures by the security police shall be discontinued. No
reprisals shall be taken agai nst persons not actually concerned in any act and

no hostages shall be taken for hostile acts agai nst Gernans.

8. The German Authorities shall freely admit the introduction and

facilitate the distribution of all fornms of relief supplies for the Dutch

popul ati on under the arrangenents nentioned bel ow

9. The foll owi ng arrangenents shall be nmade for the introduction and

distribution of relief supplies. A comm ssion of the International Red Cross
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shall act as the internediary to facilitate the detailed day to day

coordi nation of these matters.

a

b

C.

Cener a

Al'l vessels, aircraft, railroad trains and road vehicles
bringing in relief supplies shall be given conplete i mmunity
frominterference by the Germans. They shall be given safe
passage into and out of the occupied areas and be allowed to
deliver their cargoes at the agreed points of discharge. After
di scharge their return to Allied territory shall not be del ayed

on any account.

The Dutch Authorities thenmselves shall have conplete freedom of
action in deciding the scale and distribution of relief
supplies. The Gernman Authorities shall afford the maximum

assi stance possible in accepting, handling and transportation

of these supplies.

Ai rborne supplies

No of fensive action by eneny forces in or based on German
occupi ed HOLLAND shall be taken in any way agai nst Allies

aircraft.

Seabor ne supplies
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1. The port(s) of shall be opened for direct entry of
shipping fromthe sea. The German Authorities shall indicate a
route clear of nminefields into such port(s), and guarantee that
shi ppi ng thereon shall be free fromattack by forces based in

HOLLAND.

2. Safe routes by inland waterways shall be guaranteed from SOUTH

BEVELAND vi a DORDRECHT to ROTTERDAM and from SOUTH of the MAAS

and across the ZUI DER ZEE into occupi ed HOLLAND.

d. Overland supplies

1. On the roads near AMERSFOORT and RHENEN Al |l i ed vehicl es shal

be permitted to deliver relief supplies for collection

2. On the railroads near AMERSFOORT and GROEP Allied trains shal
be permitted to deliver relief supplies for collection. At the
same point any trains sent out of occupied HOLLAND to bring

back supplies will be turned over to the Dutch Authorities.

ON THEIR SIDE THE ALLI ED AUTHORI TI ES AGREED AS FOLLOAS (ARTICLES 10-12):

10. Allied forces will not advance beyond the |ine Muth of EEM Ri ver -

R. EEM to 350011 - railway 349010 - along railway to railway junction 373979 -
Western perineter round AMERSFOORT back to railway 395968 - along railway to
RHI NE at RHENEN 5175 - OCHTEN 5069 - River WAAL to sea.
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11. Al lied forces (ground, naval and air) will cease active operations
agai nst German forces within Gernman occupi ed HOLLAND. This will not prohibit
Al lied operations in Dutch territorial waters against German forces operating

t here.

12. The Allies will supply fuel for German owned transportation enployed on

delivery and distribution of relief supplies.

TERM NATI ON

13. The Allies reserve the right to terninate this agreenent or such part

t hereof as they nay decide at 24 hours notice.

RESPONSI BLE AUTHORI TI ES

14. The Rei chskonmmi ssar in HOLLAND signifies by his signature to these
articles his approval thereto and undertakes to secure their execution within

the sphere of his responsibility.

15. The Supreme Conmander, Allied Expeditionary Force, has been authorized

to conclude this agreenent by the Governnments of the USA, Great Britain and

the Netherl ands, and has del egated power to sign it on his behalf to

EFFECTI VE DATE

143 Report No. 56



16.

Thi s agreenent shall take effect at

Si gned on behal f of the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force

Si ghed by the Rei chskomm ssar in HOLLAND

144

((H S.) 225C2.012(D4):

Surrender Arrangenents)

Report No.

56



APPENDI X " F"

to Report No. 56

THE ORDERS OF LT-GEN C. FOULKES, C.B., C.B.E, D.S. O,

TO COL- GEN BLASKOW TZ ON THE SURRENDER AT WAGENI NGEN

1. Troops under your conmand will remain in their present location. You
will be held personally responsible for their discipline and that no novenent
of your troops, either individually or otherw se, takes place wthout

authority fromthe Allied Headquarters specified in paragraph 17 bel ow

2. You will provide in accordance with the forns to be delivered to you the
following information together with any other information now or |ater

demanded: -

(a) detailed order of battle of your Comrand, |ocation of al

subordi nate units, headquarters and their strength.

(b) the maintenance plan of your comrand together with an estimte of
t he amount of food, petrol, oil, lubricants, nedical supplies and

forage under your control

(c) a plan of all mnefields, prepared denolitions of all types and

ot her obstacles to movenent and a report of the condition of routes

and ot her comruni cations in your area.
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(d) the layout of your signal conmunications, detail of codes and ci pher

syst ens.

(e) information of the nunber, by nationalities and 3 CF | ocations, of
United Nations personnel whether who are prisoners of war or
civilian internees in your area. This information will be provided

at 1600 hrs 6 My.

(f) your weapon, vehicle and ani mal states.

(g) the locations and holdings of all military installations, dunps,

depots and parks in your area.

3. You will be responsible for the accuracy of the information you give and

the delivery of such information within the prescribed tinme linits.

4, You will meke no comunication by wireless or any other neans with any
other German unit, force, place or station fromthe tinme of receipt of this

order, except comruni cation nmay now be established with Field Marshal Busch

5. You will allow no destruction, renoval or consignnment of war material of
any description including records and docunents of any description within your

area.

37Red i ndi cates General Foul kes' handwriting.
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6. You will disarmall your personnel when ordered by nme and dunp war

material in places as ordered.

8. You will be responsible for your own nmaintenance and will nake

application for authority to carry out such novenent as will be necessary for

t hat purpose.

9. You will retain all animals now in your possession and will be held

responsi bl e for their maintenance.

10. You will take under your comrand i mmedi ately all nenbers of the CF

Kasarnterte, Polizei and ensure that the above orders are applied to them

11. You will take under your control and be responsible for the nmaintenance

of all concentration canps in your area. You will arrest all personne

connected with the canps other than the i nmates.

12. You will be responsible for notifying all troops under your conmand of

t hese orders.

13. You will report for future orders

as directed by ne
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and wi Il be acconpanied by officers of your staff:

as required by me from

tine to tine

14. Your attention is drawn to MIlitary Government Ordi nance Number 1 the
provi sions of which are applicable to you and your troops and a copy of which
is attached. You will be responsible for, promulgation this ordinance to all

troops under your conmand, without del ay.

15. You will continue, as already arranged, to clear the canals of

obstructions, mnes, etc, so that normal barge traffic nay be recomrenced.

16. You will continue to assist in the arrangenents for feeding the Dutch

civilian popul ation.

17. These orders are issued to you without prejudice to, and will be

superseded by, any general instrunent of surrender applicable to GERMANY and

the German Arnmed Forces as a whol e.

Charl es Foul kes

Commander Li eut-General, GOC 1 Cdn

(Signature of Allied Commander) Cor ps
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18. | acknow edge recei pt of a copy of the above orders at WAGEN NGEF at

1630 hours on 5 May 1945 and undertake to conply in every respect.

(Signature of German Commander)

Name, rank and personal / nunmber of German Commander :

38B| askowi t z

Cener al ober st

Uni t

Formati on

In the field
5 May 1945 ((H S.) 215C1.016(D28):

Surrender Orders, 5 May 45)

38Green indicates General Blaskowitz' handwiting. Blaskowtz'

signature appeared on the German version of the Surrender Orders only.

149 Report No.

56



APPENDI X " G'

to Report No. 56

CHAI N OF COMVAND BETWEEN ALLI ED AND GERMAN FORCES

SHAEF oKW
6 US ARMY GP 12 US ARWY GP 21 ARMY GP CINCNW
FI RST CDN ARMY BLASKOW Tz
Sim |l ar arrangenents
SECOND BRI T BLUMVENTRI TT
ARMY

DENMARK L1 NDEMANN

( DENI NG

We contact Cin C NWw th OKW

(1) No executive orders on this net except as ordered by 21 Arny Go who will
send copies of such to Armies in 21 Arny Gp.
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FI RST CDN ARMY

1 CDN CORPS BLASKOW TZ
HOLLAND
2 CDN CORPS NW GERMANY
(a) In present layout all orders fromArnmy comd will be transmitted

(b)

(c)

(1)

(2)

through 1 Cdn Corps to BLASKOW TZ.

Later, when BLASKOW TZ is ordered, by Arny, to nmove into NW Gernany
then all orders to himthrough 2 Cdn Cor ps.

Only orders which are applicable to his areas generally; all others
by Cor ps.

No executive orders on this net except as ordered by First Cdn Arny who
will informboth Cdn Corps sinultaneously.

No contact with other German HQ except with Cin C NWas shown here.

((H.S.) 225C2.012(D4): Chain of
Command, May 1945)
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APPENDI X " H"

to Report No. 56

THE MEANI NG OF THE CEASE FI RE MESSAGE TO CANADI AN SOLDI ERS

I N CONTACT WTH THE ENEMY AT THE TI ME OF RECEI PT

On the 4th of May they [A. & S.H of C ] had set their course for the
nore northerly town of Spohle. They kept on driving along the main road with
tanks in support, until a heated flurry of small arms fire and the periodic
crack of an SP, stopped them They held on until nightfall and a pincer
nmovenent invol ving two conpani es, one noving on the east and one on the west
side of the road, while two conpani es held, was planning for 10 o' clock that
night. The troops were in a disgruntled nood for they knew that the
2nd Division were in Odenburg after no fighting, that Berlin had | ong since
been captured, that the Poles were racing to WI hel nshaven, and that of al
the Division they and the Lake Superiors were the only units in contact. It
was bitter to know they had already |ost 15 nen, two of themkilled, and that
they still had a fight before them Everyone was possessed by a certain
feeling of hopel essness-- a realization that the war should be over, that the
German Arnies were not cohesive fighting formations any longer. It seened a
terrible breach of justice that they should be the ones to go on, to probably
die at the hands of the rabble of fifth rate marines, boys, and enbittered,
| ost fanatics. Twenty ninutes before H hour a nmessage finally trickled
through to the 18 sets of the forward conpanies. "Wthdraw all forward troops
and take up defensive positions well out of contact." The conpany commanders
t hanked God and withdrew. A little later the nmessage of all tinme cane
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t hrough--a nessage that will never fail to recall the greatest of nany great

monents in the eventful |lives of all who were there. It read:

To 29 Cdn Recce Regt, Linc and Wl, ALQR, A SH of C, 10 Cdn Ind MG Coy,
28 Cdn Arnd Regt, 27th Royal Marine Bn, Int, AG Sigs, Canp, CRA, Rep,

CMO.,

From-G 4 Cdn Arnmd Div Main
&2, Al offensive Ops cancelled forthwith. Cease fire 0800 hrs 5 May 45.

Al'l units stand fast until further orders.

Ack. Al infm

dated 042350

Thus, in these sinple, terse, mlitary words and abbrevi ations, was found the
crystallization of over five years of millions of hopes and m|lions of
prayers. It had cone, it was here, it was over. Sonme of us had heard the
unbel i evabl e news of the German surrender in all North Wst Europe on the 8.30
BBC news, and we were silent in our wonder. How many had |istened for those

words before, and had always said to thensel ves--"to-norrow'.

And now that to-morrow had cone--a to-norrow called peace. But to us it
didn't seemlike the end of anything as yet. The skies were overcast, the
rain dripped slomy fromthe thatched roof of the farnmhouse, the | ake | ooked
grey and cold and a cutting wi nd shook steel-like raindrops fromthe new green
| eaves. Al was very quite. The nen at Brigade had been ganbling by the
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stove when they heard the broadcast. They rushed outside and called wildly to
one another. Five minutes |later they were back by the fire and their cards.
The quiet returned. No it was not apathy--it was sonething there is no word
for, a feeling too large to express, to know, yes, even to exist. One kept
saying to oneself--"its over, its over," all the tinme half expecting to see a
rai nbow in the sky, to hear the shouts of nmillions in Trafal gar or Tines
Square, to experience sone outward manifestation of job, praise, thankful ness,
or of great enmption flooding through the gates of restraint. But nothing
happened. There were no bells in Germany, there were no happy people, and the

conquerors were dunb in the greatness of their relief.

(Patterson, Major R A The Tenth

Canadian Infantry Bde (Hilversum

1945), pp. 69-70)
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APPENDI X " "

to Report No. 56

8 May 45

GENERAL CRERAR S DI RECTI VE CONCERNI NG MAN- MANAGEMENT | N THE

FI RST CANADI AN ARMY DURI NG THE PERI OD FOLLOW NG THE CEASE FI RE

1. The very wide distribution of the units and formations of First Canadi an
Arny makes it inpractical for me to call you together, in order to address
you. In consequence, | amputting ny thoughts into witten words and

comuni cating themto you in this manner

2. The subject of nmy conmunication is the very inportant, and equally
difficult, problemof "man-managenent” in a military formation, or unit, in
the period followi ng "Cease Fire" and prior to repatriation and

denobi lization. Apart from any question of my appointrment, | happen to
possess know edge of this problem borne of ny experience in the |ast war.

speak to you, therefore, with added authority.

3. The first thing which all Commanders nust clearly and continually
realize is the irresistible, post "Cease Fire", tendency to a decline in the
"unit spirit" and an equivalent increase in the regard of each individual for

hi mrsel f and the acconplishnment of his personal anbitions.

4, Now, "esprit de corps" is one thing which no unit or formation can
afford to lose. It follows that Comranders nmust devote a great deal of
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i magi nati ve thought and energy to the utilization of ways and nmeans which will
revive and strengthen this essential possession. This can, and nust, be done

wi t hout penalizing the proper anbitions of the individual

5. To this end, training or recreational activities should be organized,
whenever possible, on a sub-unit or unit basis. Inter-unit, and sub-unit,
conpetitions of all kinds should be strongly encouraged. In all these

activities, full proportionate representation of officers, conmm ssioned,

war rant and non-comm ssioned is quite essenti al

6. Occasional unit and formation parades can contribute nost inportantly to
"esprit de corps". They nust, however, to be done with all the "trimr ngs",
to make thema fine nmilitary spectacle. Also, they require very efficient
staff arrangenents so that there is no needl ess marchi ng about, or waiting
about. Unfair fatigue, and periods of boredom are things to be avoi ded on

such occasi ons.

7. While the great majority of all ranks of the Canadian Arny will be
returning to civil life and, in consequence, are not interested in now
becom ng "super-guardsnmen", it is equally true that the mgjority wish to

continue to look, and be, worthy of the magnificent reputation they have nade
as "fighting men". This situation nust be realized and mlitary training

bal anced accordi ngly.

8. From what | have just said, it follows that "over doses" of drills and
exerci ses, route marches and weapon training will produce nothing but trouble.
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On the other hand, sufficient of these strictly military activities to keep

all ranks fit, smart and efficient will be understood and appreci at ed.

9. The truth is that a smart, alert, well-behaved and cheerful -1 ooki ng
soldier is, invariably a good soldier. A tough-looking, untidy nan is nearly
al ways a poor soldier in, or out, of action. The main requirenment is to
"sell" this truth to the soldiery and to keep on selling it. |If this is

acconpl i shed then many of the Commander's disciplinary problens di sappear

10. An absol ute necessity at this time is to ensure obvious fairness to al
ranks in the allocation of duties and pleasures. Nothing can turn a unit
"sour" nore quickly than a reasoned belief, anpbngst other ranks, that the
officers are taking less than their full share of the daily "unpl easant ness"
and nore than their proportionate share of the pleasure, relaxation and
anusenent. |t gives the "barrack-room | awer", or "soap-box orator" type of
m schi ef maker, all the material he needs to stir up trouble. Conmanders,
seni or and junior, nust be resolute in maintaining strict and proportionate

equality in such matters.

11. A potentially prolific source of conplaints, and cause of trouble, is
the evidence of bad adnministration. Poor neals, bad |iving conditions,
unnecessary parades, or delays as to action when parades have been call ed,
each and all bring out the critical, and antagonistic, outlook in any man.
Commanders will need to spend nuch of their time, fromnow on, dealing with

matters of admi nistration. Nor will the previous great gallantry in action

157 Report No. 56



and outstanding | eadership in battle shown by Commanders take the place of

proved adm ni strative efficiency in these days to cone.

12. A handbook, dealing with rehabilitation, training and welfare for

sol diers of First Canadian Arny in the post-hostilities period, will very
shortly be issued on a liberal scale. It will be noted that the genera
policy to be followed by formati ons and units First Canadian Arny will be that

the nornings are to be allotted to conpulsory training, mainly mlitary, and

that the afternoons will be set aside for optional activities - i.e

education, in all its fornms, organized sports, and recreation

13. The essential thing is to keep all ranks nentally and/or physically
active, and interested, for nopst of their waking hours. It follows that while

each man shoul d be given the maximum |l atitude in the choice of his afternoon
activities, such activities nust be organi zed, and supervi sed, by the
Commander and all ranks nust take part in the pursuit of their choice. If the
choice is ganmes, and not vocational training, then participation in those

games nust be ensured.

14. This closing chapter in the history of the First Canadian Arny in this
World War will provide a different test to Commanders and | eaders to those net
and overcone, in operations, but a very definite test of character will

certainly be encountered. It is up to each one of us to surmount it.

(HD.G Crerar) Gen
GOC-in-C First Canadi an Arny
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(WD., QOR of C My 1945: Appx 9)
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