
Population Growth
Ontario’s population reached 12,589,823 on October 1, 
2005, with an increase of 48,413 people in the third 
quarter. This compares to an increase of 46,824 in the 
same quarter of the previous year.

Highlights of Third Quarter 2005

Births and Deaths
Births and deaths increased by 0.4 per cent and             
0.1 per cent, respectively, from the same quarter of 2004.

Natural increase (births minus deaths) was 14,193 in the 
quarter, up from 14,080 in the same quarter of 2004.  

International Migration
Immigration to Ontario was 40,333 in the quarter, an 
increase of 16.1 per cent from the level of 34,734 in the 
same quarter of the previous year. Ontario received     
53.1 per cent of all immigrants to Canada in the quarter,    
a slight change from 53.0 per cent in the same quarter     
of 2004. 

There were 8,063 emigrants from Ontario in the quarter,   
a level virtually unchanged from the same quarter of the 
previous year. Ontario accounted for 44.2 per cent of all 
emigration from Canada in the quarter. 

The net change in the number of non-permanent 
residents in Ontario (NPRs - i.e. foreign students, visa 
workers, refugee claimants) was 7,840 in the quarter. 

Overall, net international migration was 40,110 in the 
third quarter, up from 34,734 in the same quarter of the 
previous year. 

December 21, 2005

Interprovincial Migration
In the third quarter of 2005, Ontario had a net loss of 
5,890 people to other provinces, compared to a net 
loss of 1,990 people in the same quarter of 2004. 
Ontario experienced net losses in its exchanges with   
7 of the 13 provinces and territories (NL, NS, NB, 
Alberta, BC, Yukon and Nunavut). 

Contact Maria Papoutsis (325-0821) / Victor Caballero (325-0825).

Year-Over-Year Growth
Over the 12-month period ending September 30, 2005, 
Ontario’s population grew by 135,652 or 1.1 per cent, 
down slightly from 1.2 per cent over the previous      
12-month period. Ontario’s population growth rate in 
this period was higher than all other provinces except 
Alberta (2.0 per cent) and BC (1.3 per cent). Canada’s 
population growth rate for the period was 1.0 per cent.
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Statistics Canada Releases New Projections
On December 15, 2005, Statistics Canada released new 
projections by age and gender for Canada, the provinces 
and territories based on the 2001 Census. The projections 
for Canada are for 2005-56 and for the provinces, 2005-31. 

Canada's Population Growth
In Statistics Canada's projections, Canada's population 
under the medium scenario will be 39 million in 2031 and 
42.5 million in 2056. Population growth will continue 
through 2056 in all but the low scenario, but will gradually 
slow down. The low scenario projects a decline, starting in 
2040.

The average annual growth rate, which was 1.2 per cent    
in 1971-72 and 1.1 per cent in 2001-02, would drop to          
0.6 per cent in 2030-31 and to 0.2 per cent in 2055-56 in  
the medium scenario.

Migration and Natural Increase: Canada
The fertility rate is projected to remain significantly below 
the replacement level in all scenarios. Canada's natural 
increase (births minus deaths) in all scenarios would 
eventually become negative (i.e., more deaths than births). 
This would occur in 2020, in 2030 and in 2046 for the low, 
medium and high scenarios, respectively. 

Immigration is the main driver of population growth.  
International migration will account for 76.9 per cent of  
growth over the period to 2031 and all of the growth in the 
remainder of the period to 2056 in the medium scenario.

Age Structure of the Population: Canada
Aging of Canada's population will continue and accelerate 
from 2011 to 2031 as baby boomers become seniors.       
In the medium scenario, seniors' share of the population 
increases from 12.6 per cent in 2001 to 23.4 per cent in 
2031 and 27.2 per cent in 2056. There is projected to be 
9.1 million and 11.5 million seniors in 2031 and 2056, 
respectively.  

The share of children (0-14) declines from 18.9 per cent    
in 2001 to 14.6 per cent in 2031 and 13.5 per cent in 2056.  
Seniors will outnumber children for the first time in 
Canada's history starting in 2014. 

The working-age population (15-64) will decline from 68.5 
per cent of the population in 2001 to 62 per cent in 2031 
and level off at about 60 per cent by 2056. 
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Population Projections for Canada

Contact Maria Papoutsis (325-0821) / Victor Caballero (325-0825)
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Population Projections by Province (to 2031)*
In the medium scenario, Canada is projected to grow 
20.9 per cent between 2005 and 2031. British Columbia, 
Ontario and Alberta will grow faster than Canada as a whole. 
As a result, these provinces will see an increase in their 
population share between 2005 and 2031.  

Ontario's share of Canada's population will increase from 
38.9 per cent in 2005 to 41.3 per cent in 2031.

Over the 2005-06 to 2030-31 period, Ontario will grow 
28.6 per cent or by 3.6 million. BC will grow 29.3 per cent 
or by 1.2 million, and Alberta by 27.3 per cent or 888,100.  

Among the provinces, Manitoba is projected to have the   
next highest growth (15.1%), followed by Quebec (10.5%).
Two provinces, Saskatchewan and Newfoundland and 
Labrador, have a smaller population by 2031.

Statistics Canada's Ontario Population Projections 
In Statistics Canada's projections, Ontario's population will  
be 16.1 million in 2031 in the medium scenario.  This 
represents growth of 35.6 per cent between 2001-31, 
compared to 51.6 per cent over the previous 30 years. 
The average annual growth rate, which was 1.1 per cent 
in 2004-05, would drop to 0.8 per cent in 2030-31. 

Under an alternative medium scenario where interprovincial
migration is based on “current trends,” Ontario’s population 
grows to 16.4 million.

Age Structure (Canada vs. Ontario)
Canada as a whole has an older population compared to 
Ontario and will continue to record an older population 
throughout the projection period.

In 2005, seniors account for 13.1 per cent of Canada's 
population compared to 12.8 per cent in Ontario. By 2031, 
Canada's share is projected to increase to 23.4 per cent 
compared to 22.1 per cent for Ontario.

Youth’s share of Canada's population will decline to 
14.6 per cent by 2031 compared to 15.0 per cent in Ontario.

For Canada, the share of working-age population will decline 
from 69.3 per cent today to 62 per cent in 2031, while in 
Ontario, its share will decline from 69 per cent to 63 per cent.

* Statistics Canada has not provided population projections     
below the provincial level.
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Population Projections for Canada

Age Distribution, Canada and Ontario
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In the “Components of Change” section, flows are for the 12-month period July 1 to June 30.  Net international migration is calculated as the net balance of immigrants,
net emigrants and net non-permanent residents (NPRs).

6.
Families and households are Census data.5.
Total Fertility Rates and life expectancy estimates are for calendar year, and projections are for census year.4.
Total dependency ratio is the ratio of the population aged 0-14 (children) and 65+ (elderly) to the population aged 15-64 (working age population).3.
Except for Canada, all projections are produced by the Ontario Ministry of Finance.  Projections for Canada are Statistics Canada.2.
Population figures are for July 1st. Statistics Canada’s population estimates and components of change are 2001 Census-based adjusted for net undercoverage.

*Following the 2001 Census.
Sources: Ontario Ministry of Finance and Statistics Canada.
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