
Population Growth
Ontario’s population reached 12,630,547 on April 1, 
2006, with growth of 31,183 people in the first quarter. 
This compares to growth of 31,783 in the same quarter 
of the previous year.

Highlights of First Quarter 2006

Births and Deaths
Births and deaths increased by 0.5 per cent and             
3.1 per cent, respectively, from the same quarter of 2005.

Natural increase (births minus deaths) was 6,991 in the 
quarter, down from 7,565 in the same quarter of 2005.  

International Migration
Immigration to Ontario was 27,412 in the quarter, a 
decrease of 6.3 per cent from the level of 29,269 in the 
same quarter of the previous year. Ontario received     
49.7 per cent of all immigrants to Canada in the quarter,    
down from 51.9 per cent in the same quarter of 2005. 

There were 3,474 emigrants from Ontario in the quarter,   
a level virtually unchanged from the same quarter of the 
previous year. Ontario accounted for 43.8 per cent of all 
emigration from Canada in the quarter. 

The net change in the number of non-permanent 
residents in Ontario (NPRs - i.e., foreign students, visa 
workers, refugee claimants) was 5,295 in the quarter. 

In summary, net international migration was 29,233 in 
the first quarter, up from 25,759 in the same quarter of 
the previous year.
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Interprovincial Migration
In the first quarter of 2006, Ontario had a net loss of 
5,041 people to other provinces, compared to a net 
loss of 1,541 people in the same quarter of 2005. 
Ontario experienced net losses in its exchanges with   
5 of the 13 provinces and territories, with the largest 
net losses to Alberta (4,332) and British Columbia 
(1,403).

Population Growth
Over the 12-month period ending March 31, 2006, 
Ontario’s population grew by 136,319 or 1.1 per cent, 
unchanged from the previous year. Ontario’s 
population growth rate in this period was third highest 
after Alberta (2.9 per cent) and British Columbia (1.3 
per cent). Canada’s population growth rate for the 
period was 1.0 per cent.
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In the “Components of Change” section, flows are for the 12-month period July 1 to June 30.  Net international migration is calculated as the net balance of immigrants,
net emigrants and net non-permanent residents (NPRs).

6.
Families and households are Census data.5.
Total Fertility Rates and life expectancy estimates are for calendar year, and projections are for census year.4.
Total dependency ratio is the ratio of the population aged 0-14 (children) and 65+ (elderly) to the population aged 15-64 (working age population).3.
Except for Canada, all projections are produced by the Ontario Ministry of Finance, 2005-2031 (April 2006 Update).  Projections for Canada are Statistics Canada.2.
Population figures are for July 1st. Statistics Canada’s population estimates and components of change are 2001 Census-based adjusted for net undercoverage.

*Following the 2001 Census.
Sources: Ontario Ministry of Finance and Statistics Canada.
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