
YES

“Yes” to Section A or B

SARS CONTACT HISTORY
Refer to Section C

NO

“No” to both Sections A and B

SARS CONTACT HISTORY
Refer to Section C

SARS Risk Management Algorithm
For Emergency Departments and Other Departments that Admit Patients

Febrile Respiratory Illness or Intensive Hospital Surveillance under Outbreak Conditions

NOT ADMIT

• Self isolation and temperature monitoring;
arrange for follow-up in 72 hours; if worsening,
consider admission

ADMIT

• Refer to Isolation and Investigation Decision 
Guide for Admitted Hospital Patients 
in Outbreak Conditions

• Notify Public Health and Infection Control

NOT ADMIT

• Self isolation and temperature monitoring;
arrange for follow-up in 72 hours; 
if worsening, consider admission

ADMIT

• Respiratory and Contact Precautions

YES

Practice 
Respiratory 

and
Contact 

Precautions 

NO

Practice
Respiratory 

and 
Contact 

Precautions

ADMIT

• Arrange for hospital admission and Infectious
Disease or Specialist Consultation 

• Notify Public Health and Infection Control
• Refer to Isolation and Investigation Decision

Guide for Admitted Hospital Patients in
Outbreak Conditions

NOT ADMIT

• Notify Public 
Health and 
Infection Control

• Quarantine until
contact is made 
with Public Health

ADMIT

• Refer to Isolation
and Investigation
Decision Guide for
Admitted Hospital
Patients
in Non-Outbreak
Conditions

• Notify Public Health
and Infection
Control

YES

Respiratory and Contact Precautions
(Enhanced) in ER and ward

YES

Respiratory and Contact Precautions 
in ER and if admitted

NO

Respiratory and Contact Precautions
until physician assessment

SARS RISK FACTORS
Refer to Section D

NO

Routine  Practices

SARS SYMPTOMS AND TEMPERATURE
Refer to Sections A and B

This Algorithm is intended to be used in conjunction with, and not in place of, the directives as issued by Ontario’s Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care.

For Section Descriptions see: 
SARS Risk Factor Screening Tool 




