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Small Business Quarterly Table 1
Active Employer Businesses ! Employment 2 Self-employed 3
by number of employees by number of employees in business with without

Period| Total 1-4 59 10-19 20-49 1-49| Total* 1-19 20-49 50+| Total ° paid help paid help
('000) ('000) ('000)
Annual Averages
1998| 153.7 916 269 182 115 148.2 383.8 1217 2556
1999|1546 92.0 268 182 11.9 148.9 3814 127.8 248.8
2000| 156.6 905 275 193 13.0 150.3| 1,565.3 411.5 1819 9719 356.6 116.6 2344
200111569 915 272 185 124 149.711,585.7 4123 186.3 987.1 3514 118.7 2289
2002| 156.8 918 27.2 183 124 149.6|1,603.4 412.7 1943 996.4 363.3 1179 2426
2003|1576 914 278 187 125 150.4|1,634.9 4189 202.1 1,013.9 376.3 1149 257.7
2004|1584 921 27.7 189 125 151.2|1,666.6 432.6 204.5 1,029.5 3915 1249 2644
2005] 160.7 921 28.2 19.5 13.3 153.0/ 1,700.8 438.4 207.7 1,054.8 | 4158 139.6 273.1
% change 2004-2005| 1.4% 0.0% 1.6% 3.1% 6.5% 1.2%| 21% 1.3% 1.6% 2.4% 6.2% 11.8% 3.3%
Quarterly End of Quarter Quarterly Quarterly Averages
2003 Q1| 157.2 909 27.8 186 126 149.8/1,610.9 407.7 192.7 1,010.6 367.1 107.8 255.6
Q2| 1574 91.0 279 187 12.6 150.2|1,651.8 420.1 204.2 1,027.5 367.1 110.7 2523
Q3| 1575 911 279 188 12,5 150.3]| 1,634.8 426.4 207.0 1,001.4 3825 126.6 2534
Q4| 1584 928 277 186 123 151.3|1,641.9 4214 204.5 1,016.0 388.4 1143 269.6
2004 Q1] 158.7 93.0 275 18.7 123 151.6(1,624.1 418.2 199.3 1,006.6 3743 109.2 262.3
Q2| 1585 925 277 18.8 123 151.3(1,681.2 437.4 2059 1,038.0 3927 1225 2684
Q3] 158.0 924 275 186 123 150.8(1,675.3 440.3 209.9 1,025.1 400.7 137.3 2619
Q411584 90.6 281 194 13.0 151.0(1,685.9 4345 2029 1,0485| 3982 130.7 265.1
2005 Q1) 158.3 90.0 28.1 194 132 150.7|1,662.3 426.3 196.6 1,039.5| 4094 134.7 269.8
Q2| 160.1 914 282 195 134 1525|1,7151 439.8 207.6 1,067.7 | 4049 136.5 265.6
Q3| 161.7 922 283 198 13.5 153.8|1,702.6 4453 217.1 1,040.1 4191 140.6 275.8
Q4] 162.7 94.7 280 191 131 154.9|1,723.2 4420 2094 1,071.8 | 4296 146.7 281.2
2006 Q1| 1654 96.3 284 195 134 157.5(1,716.8 437.6 2058 1,073.4 | 4120 1296 277.8
Q2| 167.8 97.3 28.8 20.0 13.6 159.8(1,770.4 453.7 217.6 1,099.1 398.0 1285 265.1
Q3 - - - - - - 11,765.2 457.6 223.0 1,084.6 [ 4179 1417 269.5
% change year-over-year
last available quarter] 4.8% 6.5% 1.9% 2.7% 2.0% 4.8% 3.7% 2.7% 2.7% 4.3% | -0.3% 0.8% -2.3%
Monthly
Dec-05 430.5 1445 283.6
Jan-06 410.7 133.2 2731
Feb-06 4089 1284 275.7
Mar-06 416.5 1271 2845
Apr-06 405.0 1289 2719
May-06 399.2 1354 2593
Jun-06 389.7 1213 264.2
Jul-06 402.8 1364 257.8
Aug-06 4247 1406 277.7
Sep-06 426.3 148.2 273.0
Oct-06 4279 155.7 269.0
Nov-06 4209 1455 273.3
% change year-over-year
last available month -1.0% -4.7% 0.7%
year-to-date - - - - - - - - - -1 4121 1364 270.9

Notes:
' Source: Business Register

2 Source: Survey of Employment, Payroll and Hours
% Source: Labour Force Survey
* Industrial aggregate excluding unclassified
® Total self-employed includes persons working in family business without pay

Source: Statistics Canada.

Copyright material reproduced with permission.
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Small Business Quarterly Table 2

Business Formation Indicators Bankruptcies
New BC Registrations Registrations
Business Extraprovincial Unincorporated Business Consumer
Period| Incorporations Companies Businesses
(number) (number)

Annual Totals

1996 22,848 2,061 20,367 948 6,436

1997 22,958 2,188 19,863 895 7,366

1998 20,759 2,233 19,507 1,031 7,327

1999 21,009 2,366 20,917 1,075 8,179

2000 21,515 2,528 20,822 976 9,181

2001 19,749 2,479 21,306 1,100 9,474

2002 21,262 2,383 22,487 1,105 9,527

2003 23,243 2,544 25,121 1,002 9,393

2004 25,428 2,456 25,244 921 8,386

2005 28,593 2,618 26,200 786 8,179

% change 2004-2005 12.4% 6.6% 3.8% -14.7% -2.5%
Quarterly Totals

2002 Q1 5,035 604 5,335 325 2,469

Q2 5,417 616 6,220 299 2,472

Q3 5,313 559 5,772 239 2,388

Q4 5,497 604 5,160 242 2,198

2003 Q1 5,878 694 6,878 297 2,467

Q2 5,638 674 6,642 253 2,463

Q3 5,711 547 5,852 229 2,272

Q4 6,016 629 5,749 223 2,191

2004 Q1 6,175 755 6,835 239 2,299

Q2 6,602 547 6,655 242 2,254

Q3 6,128 618 5,796 199 1,909

Q4 6,523 536 5,958 241 1,924

2005 Q1 6,814 544 6,637 196 2,205

Q2 7,489 719 7,452 202 2,187

Q3 6,970 750 6,247 202 1,945

Q4 7,320 605 5,864 186 1,842

2006 Q1 7,958 821 7,325 189 1,943

Q2 7,984 843 7,231 159 1,885

Q3 7,399 678 6,374 119 1,644
% change year-over-year

last available quarter] 6.2% -9.6% 2.0% -41.1% -15.5%
Monthly

Dec-05 2,443 191 1,750 60 517

Jan-06 2,477 250 2,329 61 581

Feb-06 2,602 273 2,307 63 655

Mar-06 2,879 298 2,689 65 707

Apr-06 2,407 247 2,298 53 607

May-06 2,862 264 2,541 58 632

Jun-06 2,715 332 2,392 48 646

Jul-06 2,364 239 2,140 37 484

Aug-06 2,518 229 2,170 32 577

Sep-06 2,517 210 2,064 50 583

Oct-06 2,509 275 2,225 42 587

Nov-06 2,454 269 2,041 - -

year-to-date 28,304 2,886 25,196 509 6,059
% change year-over-year

last available month -0.6% 15.5% -1.1% -36.4% -4.6%

Sources: BC Ministry of Finance, Industry Canada 3rd Quarter 2006 BC Stats (250) 387-0376



Small Business Quarterly

Table 3

Interest Rates

Exchange Rate

Consumer Price Index

Conventional Canadian $
Bank Prime 5Year| Average Noon BC Vancouver* Victoria*
Period Rate Rate Mortgage Spot Rate
(per cent) (U.S. ¢) (1992=100)

Annual Averages

1998 5.10 6.60 6.93 67.48 110.0 110.4 110.0

1999 4.92 6.44 7.56 67.32 111.2 111.4 111.1

2000 5.77 7.27 8.35 67.34 113.3 113.9 113.0

2001 4.31 5.81 7.40 64.58 115.2 116.0 114.3

2002 2.71 4.21 7.02 63.69 117.9 118.6 117.4

2003 3.19 4.69 6.39 71.58 120.4 121.0 120.0

2004 2.50 4.00 6.23 76.98 122.8 123.4 122.8

2005 2.92 4.42 5.99 82.60 125.3 125.7 125.5

% change 2004-2005 N/A N/A N/A 7.3% 2.0% 1.9% 2.2%

difference 2004-2005 0.42 0.42 -0.24 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Quarterly Averages

2003 Q1 3.08 4.58 6.63 66.26 119.7 120.4 119.3

Q2 3.50 5.00 6.20 71.58 120.3 120.9 119.8

Q3 3.17 4.67 6.28 72.46 120.9 121.4 120.5

Q4 3.00 4.50 6.45 76.00 120.8 121.4 120.5

2004 Q1 2.67 4.17 5.85 75.90 121.2 121.8 121.0

Q2 2.25 3.75 6.45 73.57 1231 123.7 123.0

Q3 2.33 3.83 6.38 76.51 123.4 124.0 123.4

Q4 2.75 4.25 6.25 81.94 123.6 124.2 123.7

2005 Q1 275 4.25 6.12 81.50 123.8 124.5 123.9

Q2 2.75 4.25 5.90 80.40 125.2 125.7 125.4

Q3 2.83 4.33 5.80 83.25 126.0 126.5 126.2

Q4 3.33 4.83 6.15 85.24 126.1 126.3 126.5

2006 Q1 3.83 5.33 6.40 86.62 125.9 126.3 126.1

Q2 442 5.92 6.82 89.11 127.8 128.2 127.8

Q3 4.50 6.00 6.83 89.19 128.1 128.8 128.1
% change year-over-year

last available quarter] N/A N/A N/A 7.1% 1.7% 1.8% 1.5%
difference year-over-yearf

last available quarter] 1.67 1.67 1.03 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Monthly

Dec-05 3.50 5.00 6.30 86.13 125.7 126.1 126.1

Jan-06 3.75 5.25 6.30 86.41 125.6 126.0 125.9

Feb-06 3.75 5.25 6.45 87.04 125.8 1261 126.0

Mar-06 4.00 5.50 6.45 86.40 126.3 126.8 126.4

Apr-06 4.25 5.75 6.75 87.43 1271 127.6 127.3

May-06 4.50 6.00 6.75 90.13 1281 128.6 128.2

Jun-06 4.50 6.00 6.95 89.78 1281 128.5 128.0

Jul-06 4.50 6.00 6.95 88.56 128.2 128.8 128.2

Aug-06 4.50 6.00 6.85 89.42 128.4 129.0 128.3

Sep-06 4.50 6.00 6.70 89.59 127.8 128.5 127.7

Oct-06 4.50 6.00 6.80 88.61 127.7 128.6 127.6

Nov-06 4.50 6.00 6.55 88.01 128.1 129.1 127.8
% change year-over-year

last available month N/A N/A N/A 4.0% 1.5% 2.1% 0.9%
difference year-over-year

last available month 1.25 1.25 0.40 N/A N/A N/A N/A

* Census Metropolitan Area

Sources: Bank of Canada, Statistics Canada.
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Small Business Quarterly

Table 4

Commercial Building Permits

Industrial Building Permits

Urban Housing Starts

Period BC Vancouver* Victoria* BC Vancouver* Victoria* BC Vancouver*
($ thousands) ($ thousands) (number)

Annual Totals

1996| 1,225,837 675,541 88,661 252,646 151,875 5,499 24,744 15,453

1997| 1,358,450 849,207 78,280 285,814 163,773 6,777 25,210 15,950

1998| 1,311,124 810,117 76,173 273,279 160,652 15,858 17,631 11,878

1999| 1,142,105 652,159 101,453 319,145 172,604 5,931 14,176 8,677

2000 1,297,270 868,865 76,834 295,525 147,574 14,763 12,353 8,203

2001 1,171,233 718,860 86,782 221,353 105,178 21,843 15,689 10,862

2002| 1,116,741 746,220 104,278 230,119 129,291 9,167 20,315 13,197

2003| 1,129,623 607,764 134,420 244,024 90,082 20,451 24,720 15,626

2004| 1,228,027 812,400 67,800 328,050 140,419 8,120 30,875 19,430

2005| 1,886,405 1,099,029 183,804 346,203 148,198 9,103 31,119 18,914

% change 2004-2005 53.6% 35.3% 171.1% 5.5% 5.5% 12.1% 0.8% -2.7%
Quarterly Totals

2002 Q1 198,407 125,804 18,170 25,849 12,710 2,091 3,659 2,285

Q2 353,724 264,566 28,515 73,400 42,047 3,452 5,279 3,548

Q3 266,902 144,797 41,744 79,205 47,950 2,380 5,934 4,020

Q4 297,708 211,053 15,849 51,665 26,584 1,244 5,443 3,344

2003 Q1 200,086 107,691 27,775 40,679 22,785 1,003 4,206 2,588

Q2 313,669 156,577 29,849 65,985 16,043 1,500 6,097 3,740

Q3 355,162 159,179 54,930 75,441 28,652 12,986 7,678 5,146

Q4 260,706 184,317 21,866 61,919 22,602 4,962 6,739 4,152

2004 Q1 260,672 174,174 14,042 47,164 10,009 3,393 6,079 3,698

Q2 374,553 266,254 17,076 79,549 41,841 1,791 9,008 6,064

Q3 328,277 198,638 13,676 92,804 28,585 1,781 8,533 5,437

Q4 264,525 173,334 23,006 108,533 59,984 1,155 7,255 4,231

2005 Q1 474,469 316,974 19,502 64,891 29,554 5,631 6,240 4,112

Q2 561,904 368,490 45,246 84,315 28,872 928 8,073 4,462

Q3 492,396 248,635 73,290 98,228 39,817 1,897 8,798 5,359

Q4 357,636 164,930 45,766 98,769 49,955 647 8,008 4,981

2006 Q1 444,431 290,977 30,288 67,757 24,401 6,115 7,939 5,093

Q2 621,062 389,719 36,636 97,708 36,187 3,091 8,371 4,868

Q3 618,150 391,151 23,346 106,041 64,503 1,670 8,546 4,776
% change year-over-year

last available quarter] 25.5% 57.3% -68.1% 8.0% 62.0% -12.0% -2.9% -10.9%
Monthly

Dec-05 129,746 62,044 4,554 42,077 19,755 114 2,579 1,631

Jan-06 115,225 78,691 9,991 14,958 4,723 227 2,157 1,089

Feb-06 120,047 72,349 3,124 28,399 9,839 807 2,764 1,988

Mar-06 209,159 139,937 17,173 24,400 9,839 5,081 3,018 2,016

Apr-06 173,687 118,015 7,740 20,940 9,454 319 3,407 2,304

May-06 232,405 129,179 13,244 25,213 10,377 1,020 2,329 1,267

Jun-06 214,970 142,525 15,652 51,555 16,356 1,752 2,635 1,297

Jul-06 246,698 126,619 16,984 23,907 15,173 675 3,413 2,163

Aug-06 214,918 174,848 2,674 38,862 19,100 882 2,415 1,313

Sep-06 156,534 89,684 3,688 43,272 30,230 113 2,718 1,300

Oct-06 395,783 308,525 4,946 22,740 5,653 89 2,834 1,256

Nov-06 - - - - - - 2,439 1,405

year-to-date| 2,079,426 1,380,372 95,216 294,246 130,744 10,965 30,129 17,398
% change year-over-year

last available month 233.6% 435.3% -83.6% -8.7% -52.5% 2.3% -2.7% 4.8%

* Census Metropolitan Area

Sources: Canada Mortgage and Housing, Statistics Canada.
Copyright material reproduced with permission.

3rd Quarter 2006

BC Stats (250) 387-0376



Small Business Quarterly

Table 5

Chartered Bank Business Loans

in British Columbia

Less than $200,000 to Greater than Total
Period $200,000 $500,000 $500,000
($ millions)
Annual Averages
1996 1,861 1,508 9,162 12,530
1997 1,985 1,724 10,081 13,790
1998 2,172 1,825 11,077 15,074
1999 2,084 1,710 10,807 14,601
2000 2,045 1,605 10,575 14,224
2001 1,896 1,516 9,746 13,158
2002 1,710 1,393 9,373 12,475
2003 1,558 1,297 9,491 12,347
2004 1,597 1,346 9,730 12,673
2005 1,561 1,377 10,490 13,428
% change 2004-2005 -2.2% 2.3% 7.8% 6.0%
Quarterly
1998 Q1 2,180 1,842 11,115 15,137
Q2 2,174 1,842 11,338 15,354
Q3 2,178 1,816 11,104 15,098
Q4 2,157 1,801 10,750 14,708
1999 Q1 2,128 1,792 10,908 14,828
Q2 2,108 1,735 10,975 14,818
Q3 2,080 1,686 10,876 14,642
Q4 2,020 1,627 10,467 14,114
2000 Q1 2,035 1,631 10,636 14,302
Q2 2,063 1,638 10,812 14,513
Q3 2,059 1,586 10,608 14,253
Q4 2,021 1,564 10,244 13,829
2001 Q1 1,942 1,561 10,171 13,674
Q2 1,890 1,539 9,552 12,981
Q3 1,873 1,502 9,599 12,974
Q4 1,879 1,461 9,662 13,002
2002 Q1 1,842 1,484 9,912 13,238
Q2 1,742 1,439 9,897 13,078
Q3 1,702 1,400 9,344 12,446
Q4 1,552 1,247 8,337 11,136
2003 Q1 1,599 1,312 9,159 12,070
Q2 1,626 1,327 9,795 12,748
Q3 1,445 1,292 9,700 12,437
Q4 1,563 1,258 9,311 12,132
2004 Q1 1,555 1,337 9,560 12,452
Q2 1,545 1,350 9,928 12,823
Q3 1,666 1,348 9,549 12,563
Q4 1,622 1,349 9,882 12,853
2005 Q1 1,566 1,363 10,319 13,248
Q2 1,637 1,388 10,745 13,770
Q3 1,564 1,386 10,206 13,156
Q4 1,478 1,370 10,691 13,539
2006 Q1 1,447 1,345 11,450 14,242
Q2 1,452 1,344 11,899 14,695
Q3 1,571 1,733 15,667 18,971
% change year-over-year
last available quarter] 0.4% 25.0% 53.5% 44.2%

Source: Bank of Canada.
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Small Business Quarterly Table 6

Manufacturers' Outlook for Business Conditions
Companies With Annual Shipments Less Than $10 Million
Balance of Opinion at the Beginning of Quarter* Percent of Manufacturers Experiencing
(net of positive & negative percentages) Production Difficulties From:
Inventory Orders Anticipated Working Skilled Unskilled
Levels Rising or Production Capital Labour Labour
Period High or Low Falling This Quarter Shortage Shortage Shortage
(index) (%)
Annual Averages
1998 8 -13 -7 10 14 1
1999 6 -5 5 9 16 2
2000 8 -1 6 11 20 2
2001 9 -19 -9 9 18 3
2002 1 -6 -1 9 17 3
2003 7 6 11 12 20 2
2004 5 16 16 11 20 5
2005 3 18 16 9 23 8
Quarterly
2000 Q1 4 -6 -8 9 18 1
Q2 10 13 26 11 21 2
Q3 8 -5 10 13 18 2
Q4 8 -7 -4 9 24 4
2001 Q1 6 -19 -10 10 18 2
Q2 13 -11 19 9 21 3
Q3 10 -23 -6 8 16 3
Q4 8 -24 -38 9 17 3
2002 Q1 3 -26 -16 8 16 4
Q2 2 8 27 10 15 2
Q3 -1 4 3 7 18 4
Q4 1 -9 -17 11 18 3
2003 Q1 6 7 2 14 21 3
Q2 8 6 22 12 18 1
Q3 8 2 10 11 19 2
Q4 7 9 8 10 22 3
2004 Q1 7 5 -2 13 16 3
Q2 5 16 31 13 18 4
Q3 2 23 25 8 21 7
Q4 6 20 11 10 23 6
2005 Q1 1 17 12 7 19 6
Q2 3 26 29 7 23 7
Q3 6 18 22 11 24 8
Q4 2 9 2 10 26 9
2006 Q1 9 20 15 7 27 8
Q2 4 31 37 4 30 9
Q3 -3 19 16 7 33 14
Q4 -1 11 7 6 27 16

* Note: For Inventory Levels, a positive balance indicates too much inventory, and is thus unfavourable.
For New Orders and Production, a positive balance of opinion is favourable.

Note: These data are gathered from the Business Conditions Survey , which is conducted quarterly in January,
April, July and October. Most responses are recorded in the first two weeks of these months. Manufacturers
with more employees have a correspondingly larger impact on the results.

Source: Statistics Canada.
Copyright material reproduced with permission. 3rd Quarter 2006 BC Stats (250) 387-0376



Small Business Quarterly Table 7

Manufacturers' Outlook for Business Conditions
Companies With Annual Shipments of $10 Million or More
Balance of Opinion at the Beginning of Quarter* Percent of Manufacturers Experiencing
(net of positive & negative percentages) Production Difficulties From:
Inventory Orders Anticipated Working Skilled Unskilled
Levels Rising or Production Capital Labour Labour
Period High or Low Falling This Quarter Shortage Shortage Shortage
(index) (%)
Annual Averages
1998 32 -16 -1 7 3 0
1999 19 6 10 7 4 0
2000 10 10 11 5 5 1
2001 24 -31 -5 6 5 0
2002 15 1 5 7 5 1
2003 15 1 9 9 8 1
2004 7 16 10 7 8 2
2005 12 3 6 5 11 5
Quarterly
2000 Q1 7 19 12 5 9 2
Q2 19 14 11 6 7 1
Q3 16 7 14 2 2 0
Q4 -4 1 6 5 3 0
2001 Q1 19 -24 -7 4 3 0
Q2 27 -40 4 2 8 0
Q3 37 -33 -9 8 3 1
Q4 14 -26 -7 9 7 0
2002 Q1 15 -5 -2 10 4 1
Q2 13 2 15 2 5 0
Q3 13 11 6 6 5 0
Q4 19 -4 -1 9 6 1
2003 Q1 16 -1 -8 11 12 0
Q2 15 1 15 8 8 1
Q3 20 -6 18 11 7 0
Q4 10 9 10 6 6 1
2004 Q1 5 11 2 7 6 1
Q2 -1 25 24 13 6 1
Q3 16 16 7 4 7 2
Q4 9 13 7 4 12 2
2005 Q1 14 -3 -15 2 11 4
Q2 13 2 26 4 11 5
Q3 9 9 17 5 9 5
Q4 10 4 -3 9 14 4
2006 Q1 7 5 12 6 11 6
Q2 14 19 26 8 16 6
Q3 5 11 10 6 17 11
Q4 6 -1 -6 5 15 9

* Note: For Inventory Levels, a positive balance indicates too much inventory, and is thus unfavourable.
For New Orders and Production, a positive balance of opinion is favourable.

Note: These data are gathered from the Business Conditions Survey, which is conducted quarterly in January,
April, July and October. Most responses are recorded in the first two weeks of these months. Manufacturers
with more employees have a correspondingly larger impact on the results.

Source: Statistics Canada.
Copyright material reproduced with permission. 3rd Quarter 2006 BC Stats (250) 387-0376
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