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Organic Dairy Farming
Frequently Asked Questions

Annette Moore, Dairy Commodity Specialist, BCMAF

What is organic food?
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Do I need to be certified?
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What is organic feed?
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What kind of health care medicine can I give
to my livestock?
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What are the specific time limits for feed,
antibiotics, hormones, vaccinations and
living conditions for dairy cattle?

How much will certification cost?
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Do I have to apply every year?
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What kind of records do I need to maintain?
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Will my farm be inspected and by whom?
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Are there any restrictions on labeling my
organic, livestock products as organic if I
become certified?
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Conditions Requirements
Feed Requires 100% certified organic feed to be fed

for 12 months prior to milk production.
Antibiotics Restricted - 30 day withdrawal or twice the

labeled withdrawal time, whichever is greater.
Hormones Restricted.
Sanitation
practices

Teat dips, milking sanitation chemicals allowed.
However, equipment must be double rinsed
with clear (tested) water prior to milking.

Vaccinations All vaccinations for endemic disease are
approved.

Living
conditions

Bred and milking herd:
•  Requires free daily access

(weather permitting) to organic
pasture for a minimum of 120 days
per year.

•  Grazing land must be certified
organic.

Calves:
•  Age: 24 hrs to 3 mos:
 - outdoor system - e.g. hutches

5.95 sq.m./animal (64 sq ft/animal);
 - indoor system

3.72 sq.m./animal (40 sq ft/animal).
•  3 mos to 181.4 kg (400 lbs) - 7.43

sq.m./animal (80 sq ft/animal).
•  400 lbs to breeding age - 9.29

sq.m./animal (100 sg. ft/animal).
Animals Herd must undergo 12 month transition period.

Replacements - from non-certified sources must 
undergo a 12 month transition period. 
 10% of herd can be replaced in this manner.
Bulls - no requirements.
Embryo transplanted animals prohibited.


