
Currants &
Gooseberries
Pest Management Guide for BC Commercial Growers

August 1998 Edition

This guide is produced for commercial growers
and includes currently recommended practices
for pest control in currants and gooseberries.  It
includes only products that are registered for
use in Canada at the time of publication, and
are available in BC.

When planning a spray program, follow inte-
grated pest management (IPM) principles to
avoid unnecessary pesticide sprays.  These
principles are given in the 1998/99 Berry Pro-
duction Guide (BCMAF and LMHIA publica-
tion).

Follow the pesticide recommendations in this
guide to avoid excessive residues on food
crops.  Exceeding recommended rates or
decreasing the days before harvest can result
in high pesticide residues.  Be sure to read the
label on the pesticide container for complete
instructions, warnings and legal restrictions
regarding the use of the pesticide.  The label is

the legal document concerning the pesticide
use.  Crops found with high residues or
residues of unregistered pesticides can be
seized and destroyed by the Health Protection
Branch of Health Canada. For more information
on the safe use of pesticides and calibrating
sprayers refer to the 1998/99 Berry Production
Guide (BCMAF and LMHIA) available from the
Abbotsford Agriculture Centre.

Pesticide registrations and residue tolerances
may vary in countries to which fresh or proc-
essed vegetables are exported.  If the crop is
to be exported, use products that have accept-
able residue tolerances in the country of desti-
nation.  Other products should not be used.

The BC Ministry of Agriculture and Food does
not assume liability for crop loss, animal loss,
health, safety or environmental hazards caused
by the use of products or practices listed in this
guide.

BC Ministry of Agriculture and Food
1767 Angus Campbell Road
Abbotsford, BC  V3G 2M3
Phone: (604) 556-3001
Fax: (604) 556-3030
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Currants



Currants and Gooseberries – Pest Management Guide for BC Commercial Growers – Page 2

tseP lortnoClacimehC setaR stnemmoC&esUrofsnoitceriD

ALL EMERGED

GREEN SEEDLING

WEEDS AND

ESTABLISHED

BROADLEAVED

WEEDS AND

GRASSES

• enoxomarG N )tauqarap(**
1668PCPANZ

niah/L5.5
foL0011

retaw

ro

ropsbt5
001/lm57

m2 L01ni
retawfo

✔ ✔ gniyarpS.edicibrehtcatnoc,evitceles-nonA
nirosyadyduolc.e.i(snoitidnocthgilwolrednu

ehtnihtiwnoitacolsnartevorpmilliw)sgnineve
sdeewfolortnocdevorpminignitlusersdeew

.sessargdna

aeraworehtotyarpsdetceridasaylppA
.sraeyeromroenodehsilbatsesehsubrednu

oterusserpwoldnaelzzondedleihsaesU
derisedotnotfirdrotcatnoclatnediccadiova

ylraeehtniyarpstsrifylppA.htworgneerg
taepeR.hgihmc01erasdeewerofebgnirps

.yrassecensa

plehlliwsgnivahsrotsudwasfosehcluM
etalehtgnirudylppA.htworgdeewsserppus

.egremesdeewehterofebgnirpsylraeretniw
ylmrofinuhtped)ni4(mc01atuobaylppA

)tf3(m1ayletamixorppanisehsubehtrednu
.dnabediw

sworehtneewtebselsiaehtnisdeewlortnoC
noitavitlucwollahstneuqerfhtiw ro yb

hcihwdosssarggniworg-wolsagnihsilbatse
.deriuqersa,dewomebnac

** Although the toxicity rating of GramoxoneN (paraquat) has
not been clearly established as “very toxic” there is no doubt
that swallowing it could be fatal. There is no specific antidote
for GramoxoneN (paraquat). Use extreme precautions to
avoid accidental swallowing of this herbicide.

Registrants by Code:

BBB Bayer Inc.
PLG Plant Products Co. Ltd.
SXA Sanex Agro Inc.
UAG United Agri Products
UBC UBC Chemicals Corp.
ZNA Zeneca Agro
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For more information contact:
Mary-Margaret Gaye,

Provincial Berry and Nut Specialist
BC Ministry of Agriculture and Food
Phone: (604) 556-3056
Fax: (604) 556-3117
Email: MaryMargaret.Gaye@gems4.gov.bc.ca

• Know the poisoning symptoms of the pesticides
that are used. Read pesticide labels for symp-
toms. Effects from pesticide poisoning vary from
person to person and are often difficult to
recognize. Some poisoning symptoms are
headache, tiredness, nausea, dizziness, irrita-
tion of the skin or nose or throat, blurred vision,
tiny pupils, trembling, perspiration, difficult
breathing, vomiting, and unconsciousness. Call
a doctor or the Poison Control Centre immedi-
ately if poisoning is suspected. Follow their
instructions.

• Keep the phone numbers for Poison Control
Centre, doctor, ambulance, and Provincial
Emergency number 1-800-663-3456 nearby.
The Poison Control Centre phone number is in
the front of the telephone book.

• Have protective gear and equipment easily
available.

• Keep absorptive material, a container for
contaminated waste, tools to pick up contami-
nated material, bleach, and hydrated lime
available.

First Aid
Make sure that all people working on the farm know
what to do in case of an emergency. Consider
taking a first aid course and CPR course.

If someone has been poisoned:

1. Protect yourself.

2. Move the victim from the area of contamination.

3. Check if the victim is breathing. If breathing has
stopped or is very weak, clear the airway and
begin artificial respiration. Continue until the
victim is breathing normally or until medical help
arrives. When doing mouth-to-mouth resuscita-
tion, use a plastic mask to protect yourself from
poison.

4. Call the Poison Control Centre, doctor or
ambulance. Be ready to tell them the pesticide
name and PCP Act registration number.

5. Unless the doctor or Poison Control Centre tells
you otherwise, follow the procedures listed
below, then;

6. Transport the patient to the nearest hospital.

If a pesticide contacts the eyes, put on waterproof
gloves and hold the eyelids open and rinse with
clean water for 15 minutes or more. Do not use an
eye cup.

If pesticide contacts the skin, put on waterproof
gloves, remove the contaminated clothing, and
wash the affected area of the skin with lots of soap
and water.

If pesticide was breathed in, take the victim to fresh
air as quickly as possible; loosen tight clothing and
watch for signs of unconsciousness or convulsions.
Keep the airway open and begin resuscitation if
breathing has stopped or is difficult. Use a plastic
face mask to protect yourself.

If a pesticide is swallowed check the label to see if
vomiting is recommended. Do not induce vomiting
if:

• the label says not to,
• the substance swallowed contains a petroleum

product,
• the victim is unconscious or convulsing, or
• if the substance is corrosive.

To induce vomiting, give the victim water and tickle
the back of the throat and tongue with your finger. If
the victim cannot sit, place the person face down
on his or her side. Keep the airway free of vomitus.

If a corrosive substance was swallowed and the
victim is conscious and able to swallow, give him or
her a half to full glass of milk or water. Do not give
large amounts to drink as it may induce vomiting.

Warning: Do not induce vomiting if an acid, alkali or
petroleum product is swallowed.

Prepared by:

B. Peters, Consultant
M. Gaye, BCMAF
J. Elmhirst, BCMAF
B. Costello, BCMAF


