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- be granted personal and corporate liability exclusions for issuance of any
permit or approval when the local government has relied on a letter of comfort
or certificate of compliance in the development of redevelopment of the site.

(iv) The B.C. soil quality legislation, when established, be subject to an ongoing
scientific/technical review by environmental and public health agencies,
professionals, academics and other stakeholders, which provides adequate
opportunities for public consultation.

2. In order to discourage the continued furtive dumping of soils, that within one month,
a letter be delivered to all local governments, jointly signed by the Minister of
Environment, Lands and Parks, the Minister of Municipal Affairs, Recreation and
Housing, and the Minister of Health, setting out the proposed regulatory framework.
The letter should:

(i) state that the B.C. soil quality criteria will be encompassed in regulation in the
immediate future and that in the meantime, the Ministry of Environment, Lands
and Parks, and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, Recreation and Housing will
devise policies and procedures to facilitate the management of soils;

(ii) advise of upcoming consultation opportunities with the Ministry of Environment,
Lands and Parks respecting the implementation of the B.C. soil quality criteria
(Recommendation 3);

(iii) advise of the pending availability of guidelines for drafting municipal by-laws
respecting soil removal/deposit (Recommendation 4);

(iv) request that those municipalities who have existing bylaws amend them to reflect
the intended use of the B.C. soil quality criteria and include provisions to require
letters of comfort and certificates of compliance; and

(v) request that those municipalities wishing to pass soil removal and deposit by-laws
base them on the intended use of the B.C. soil quality criteria and include
provisions to require letters of comfort and certificates of compliance.

3. Within two months, a communication strategy be implemented by the Ministry of
Environment, Lands and Parks which supports acceptance of the task force’s
recommendations by local governments.

4. Within two months, a guidelines for drafting a municipal soil removal/deposit bylaw
be developed jointly by the Ministry Of Environment, Lands & Parks and the
Ministry of Municipal Affairs, Recreation and Housing.

















2/…SOIL MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE TO BE ESTABLISHED

The role of the task force is to:

• Advise the ministry of municipal concerns about soil quality standards
• provide independent technical advice to municipalities on the level of

environmental risk associated with soils classification and management;
• help local government determine perceived risks as opposed to

scientifically-based risks;
• meet with local councils to explain provincial soil-quality standards and

plan for dealing with problem sites;
• develop a generic municipal by-law, that is compatible with provincial

standards, for use by local governments;
• provide practical advice to the private sector and local governments on

managing soil quality;
• develop a brochure on soil-quality standards, environmental safety, and

treatment options for potentially hazardous materials; and,
• consult with public groups concerned about the environment.

The Soil Management Task Force will report back to the ministry within a three-month
period.

“Following the work of the task force, an improved, province-wide soil quality program
can be implemented with the full support of all the groups involved,” said Mercier.
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CONTACT:

Jon O’Riordan
Assistant Deputy Minister
Environmental Management Department
B.C. Environment
Victoria, B.C.
(604) 387-9877








