
GENERAL TERMS OF A FISH VENDING LICENCE

FISHERIES ACT (R.S.B.C.)
Section 13
Licence required

13 (1) A person must not process fish or aquatic plants, or operate a plant in British Columbia or its coastal waters, unless the person
holds a licence issued for that purpose under this Part and has paid the fee prescribed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council.

(2) A person must not operate a fish buying station unless the person holds a licence issued for that purpose under this Part and has 
paid the fee prescribed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council.

(3) Subsection (2) does not apply to
(a) a person holding a licence under subsection (1) who purchases fish or aquatic plants only from a fisher at a duly

licensed plant, or
(b) a person buying aquatic plants or fish, other than shellfish as defined in the regulations, direct from a fisher for that

person's personal use.
(4) A fisher must not sell or offer to sell fish under subsection (3) (b) unless he or she has a fisher's vending licence issued under

this Part and has paid the fee prescribed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council.
(6) A fisher licensed under subsection (4) must not sell or offer to sell fish except in accordance with the regulations.
(7) A fisher must not sell or offer to sell shellfish except in accordance with the regulations.
(8) Despite subsections (1) to (4), a person who holds a licence under the Fish Inspection Act is not required, in respect of the

activities authorized by that licence, to hold a licence under this Part.

Section 20
Records kept by licensees

20 (1) A person holding a licence under this Part must keep a record of transactions with fish suppliers of the fish to be processed or 
held by the licensee.

(4)     A fisher who hold a fisher’s vending licence must keep and submit a record of operations for which he or she is licensed on a  
form and at a time prescribed by regulations.

(5)  A fisher who is required to keep a record under subsection (4) must produce the record at any time on demand by an inspector 
of fisheries or a conservation officer.

Fisheries Act Regulations
Part 6
Reporting Requirements

19(1)  A fisherman who holds a fisherman's vending licence under section 13 of the Act must provide to the Department of Fisheries
and Oceans (Canada), 555 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B.C., V6B 5G3 on a weekly basis a record, prepared at the time of
removal of fish from the fisherman's boat, of all fish removed since the previous report under this section, and must retain a
copy for the fisherman's own records.

(2) The record must contain at least the following information:
(a) purchaser or offloader's name, address and telephone number;
(b) fisherman's name and address;
(c) date of purchase or offloading;
(d) name and CFV number of catching vessel used;
(e) description of gear used to harvest the fish and days spent fishing in each area;
(f) area or areas of catch and days spent fishing in each area;
(g) the individual species of each fish sold or offloaded;
(h) the description of the product or landed form of each species sold or offloaded;
(i) the number of fish (pieces) of each species sold or offloaded;
(j) the weight of each species sold or offloaded;
(k) the price paid for each species sold;
(l) the total value of each species sold or offloaded.

Holders of Fish Vending Licences should also be familiar with, and must abide by, the applicable sections of the Fish Inspection Regulations (R.S.B.C.).
Copies of Acts and Regulations may be obtained through Crown Publications, 521 Fort Street,  Victoria,  B.C.  V8W 1E7 (250) 386-4636, or by contacting the
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries in Courtenay (250) 897-7542.

Note:  Applicants for a vendor’s licence should contact the local health authority to determine requirements for vehicle and home sales.

Definition:
“fisher” or “fisherman” means a person licensed under the Fisheries Act (Canada) for commercial fishing.


