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REPORT.

GOLD.
f ol The amonuts actuslly exported by the Banks daring the year 1881 are aa
ollow : -
Bank of nr‘iliﬂh Cﬂlum]\i& BEPRPIBIB R gy R EPERPRRD '336'535
) Bank of British North America. ................. 236,979
! Qureache, (heea & Co..oooooo, 298,767
Tolal, oo $572,281

This shows an incresss of 827,000 over the Bunk export of lust yenr, which,
' conridering thnt there hus been a fulling off v the yie ddfrom Cuesiar Ot over
$.0,000, is decidedly encouraging, The Banks cunnot, of course, purchuse al the
gold produced in tle I'roviuce, and the totd yield way fuirly b0 approximately
estiméted a $1,000,000.

CARBIOO.

The large sum of $610,000 la estimated by bfr. Bowron sa the total yield of
this distriet, exclusive of Ominecn, during the past year. This bighly eatisfacto
result is enhanved Dy the tict that an unusuanily early frost interfered with %e
working ot hydrauhe cluims and reduced their returns, and alsa that some of the
bydruulic companies hnd it nt tho clnee Of the senson sufficiently opened out their
ground to emtlnm them 10 ninke any retnrn ut all. Tho future, however, of hydraulic
wioing, in this district st any rafe, is new well uasured, nud for many yeura t0
come ‘incrensed ylelda may be contidently expected.

The GQuld Cormmissioner reports the furmation of a company Who propnee to
open, ani work from purince tO bed-rock, thie abandoned ground in the bed of
Williams Creek; below the cufior. I'rulwbly no Cariboo miner, since 1863, hus
doubted thr wonderful richiess of thia piere of grenud, but the ditliculty hus aliviys
been how to work jt in the manner mentioned nbove, or, in mining laoguage, huw
to get a “fuce on it.” An indicution of tbe means bywbich' this 18 now proposed
to bae effected would hove been of jyterest to mauy of the Cariboo mmen scattered
throulé’mm the Province, and its omissiou from the report is regrettable.

eithar Of the reparts from this district make nny mention of the Cariboo Lake
Ditch and Miuing Company, nod it mwust be Msume({that this enterprize is dill in
abeynnce, As stuted in the Klining Report of laat yesr, the ground which tbis ditch
would covar is woll known to be rich. wud it is must unturtunste that the projectors
have falled to prosecute the work during the pust season, As ap investment this ls
probahI{ the safest which Curiboo offurs, sud it is to be hoped that & commence-
ment will be made during the ecoming summer.

Mr. Bowron is undoultedly right in regarding the discoverios on Blough
Creek as importunt; wwl it should be bornie in mind thut tho inportance ought nut
to be guuged simpdy by the extent or richness of the new ground—the great en-
courugement given to proapectora »hionll nlso be tuken inte account.

Dunbar Fiut, on Lixhtaing Creek, offers an exceilent opportunicy t 0 the
hydraulie miner, wnl it is grutilying 1w kinow that two compunies aie vow at work
bringing wuter vy to the grouud.  ‘Lleir ullimato suceess cun hurdly by doubted,
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The heavy runs of gold on bed-rock have now heen nearly exhausted, but
Cariboo a8 8 gold producing district ig probibly atill iu itsdinfuncy ; it: presents un-"
rivalled facilities for hydraulic mining,,both 83 to water and extent of auriferous’
ground, and its quartz veing will not :ﬁways remain upworked.

% Rrcurierd, 28ty Novemser, 1881.

“Jir,—I have the honour to transmit for your information. tbe enclosed Mining
Statistics in tabular form, nnd in connection therewith beg to submit the following
report for the year, 183f :—

“ The result of mining operations in tbie district during the present year may be
regarded as eminently satisfactory, and confirms to & certain extent the hopes expressed
in my roport for last year.

# The total gold yield 18 found to exeeed that of 1880 by some fifty or sixty
thoueand dellars; and hd it not been for the early cold weather which get in about the
middle of Beptember tho output must have been considerably greater. Although mild
weather about the 1st of ‘October induced several compunies to resume work, it was
fou:ixd the frost bad 80 penetrated the ground that but & partial ¢ ¢lean up’ could be
made.

“‘The present serson hns been a particularly fortunate one for the Chinese minors,
to whose suctess is mainly nttributnble tbe increase in the gold yield. They have
probably produced the greater part of tho gross yield of tho district for the year,  Their
discoveries the past and present years on Fruser und Quesnelle river?, Slough, Antler, .
Grouse, and other creeks, which for g Lime were ignored by white miners us unworthy
their consideration, are of Into attracting more atlention from the latter, ‘That many
of the old {amiliar benchea nod” side hills huving no cutward appeurance of o * wash '
ahould contain gold in paying quantitics within a few feet of "the surface was guite
beyond the comprehension of our old experienced iiners, yet the irrepressible Mungolisn
has proven such to be the ease, N"nd bus mads discoveries during the past season of some
valunble claims so situnted. '

« Williams Creek still holds Brat place as Cariboo's most prolific gold-bearing stream.
Hydraulic mining on this creek, which was principully confined to tbe hills above Rich-
field, has been inaugurated nod is now succeasfully carried on along the side hills below
tho caflon. The ¢id Aurora (bill) ¢laim, opposite the town of Barkerville, hns becn
oponed tho present season, some 1200 feet, of iron piping being used, whoreby the com-
pany obtain a pressure of about 250 feet, which is found to work admirably. A large
cut was soon made in_the side hill, and although tho company, owing to the early froat,
wae enabled to wash up but a small part of thoir ground sluice, enough was made
konown to warrant the belief that this nnd adjoicing claims will continue for many years
to yield bandsome profits to their owners.

“ For geveral years past but little work has been carried on in the bed of the creek
from 'the eafjon down, owing to tho old miners hod-rock drtain boing filled up with
tailings, consequently about one-half tho ground furmerly occupied has been abandoned.
Recently a company applied for a lease of this abandonefrground, who propose 0 opnin
and working it from surface to bed-rock. This undertaking will require & considerable
outlny before any returns cio bo expocted, but, if properly managed, must prove highly
remunerative to its projectors. The lack of sufficient capital to successfully cope with
the difficulties to be encountered in getting an opening has up to tho present time pro-
venfed the working of this ground, which-is well known to utifl contain immense ?oid
deposits in tho upper gravel strata, notwithstanding the millions wbieh have slready
been extracted by the old method of drifting on bed-rock from sbafts.
¢ On Lightning Creek but little hag been done tho past seagon. The claimag below
YanWinkle are filled with muter, wbich would require tho united efforts of the various
companies to muster. A majority of tho owners of these ¢luims now resident in the
dlatrict are favourable to the project of uniting to run a drnin to strike bad-rock near
the Gladalone ¢laim, but a8 many of ‘ue cluims arg held under & Crown Grant and a
number of the owners have left tbo Frovinee, the project is considered virtually imprac-
ticable, which is unfortunate, s by the means propesed a large extent of valuable
mining ground would be opened, affording remunerative employment to several hnndrod
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winter months at a time “whon surface claims are unworkable=~.

#* Two companies have recently located claims on what is known as Dunbar Flat, |
near the upper part of the creek, and are now engnged in bringing in ditches to worlk -
their ground by hydraulic process. Upon their success will depead the value of a very

large extent of ground along the side hills.

“The upper portion of Jack of Clubs Creek has asgain disapnointed many old
admivers of this loculity. The flattering prospects ¢btained in the Central Compapny's
claim Inst fall induced the erection of expensive machinery, and for a time work was
prosecuted with vigor, but us the eompany worked up stream the pay gave out. A few
men are still engaged running prospect drives, but up to the present time notbing remu-
nerative has beén diecovered. Thbe otber c¢laims lower down on tbia creek have paid
fuirly during the senson.

“ Chinamen have mnde whnt | regard as important discoveries on the benches and
aide hills of Slengh Creek. In some localities the pay i's found on & level with the water
of the Creek, and in other places ag much asone hundred and fifty fect above that level.
On the loner benchea the gold is generaily Of a enarve quality, onnce pieces being ocea-

men for a number of years, where work migbt. be prosecuted with profit during the"

sionally found, the deposits being 'usu:’x’ll‘;; ubnut five or six fest from the surface. Here °
¢

as high as 840 per day to the hand hua been made, On the higher benches, on the c¢or-
trary, the gold is fine NNd found diffused through the whole deg%h of grovel us doep as
uny“of the companies have yet sunk—some thirty odd feet-which prospects quite us
well at the bottom of the shaft us near the surinee. Bed-rock bus not as yet been
reached ynywhere on those benches. The situativn of the bigbcr benebes are favourable
to their being worked bv hydraulics. Further prospecting bore is at present going on.
Discoveries sgomewhat similur have been made On Grouse, Antler, and other creeks.

“The benches along_the Fraser und Quesncile rivers have pnid fairly during the
senson, but did not this year attract 80 larze a number of Chinese as | anticipated from
the flattering reporis received lust full,  ‘I'he outlook from here is tavourable.

“The extensive hydruulic cltims on Grouse, Sugar, and Hardscrabble creeks, started

lust season, did nut pet their works in a sufficiently udvanced condition to warranl & |

wash up of their ground sluice tho present season. | anticipate a good showing from
these claims next year. Prospecting companies have been organized nnd will prosecute
work_during the winter on Dragon, Naw, Sugar, Slough, nnd other c¢reeks, A discovery
of gold is reported to have been made on ‘Nation river in the Northern part of the
diefriot, but of which | am unabie to obtain any reliable particnlars,

% From the following informution furnished by the Government Assayer, it will be
seon that abouat ten thousand dollars more will have been melted in 1881°than in 1880:

Total amount assaved in 1880.................ccccccoiiiiiiiinnn, §235340 4
Assay from Ist January to 26th November, 1881.......eerd $235,742 25
Eatimuted amount for balance o year..............c.ccooo.... 0,000 00

Totnl for 1681 ............ooooiiiiii $244,742 25

“From the most reliable data obtainable, | estimate the gold yield of the district for
1881 at something over $650,000, swhich is bused upon the following returns made to
Collectors and spprozimate calenlationg:—

Amount reported to Collector, Barkerville Polling Division... $225,388

Do. do, Lightning do. ... 87349

Do: do. Quesnellemouth do. .. 82300

DO. do. Keithley do. ... 125200

Estimated gold taken out of Omimecs........ccoooooiiiiiiinnnn, 45,000

Desultory mining through district, estimated..................... 40,000
Eatimnted product from dute of collecting statistics to snd of

yenruuuunnunu ----------------------------------------------------- Sovm

Total for yea...........oooooviveiii 8655,737

u Excelat on Burns' Mountain, where the Fullis Company,is running a tunnel 600
feett r:n Iée_ré? _htto strike their ledge ut & lower level, NO quurtz mining is NOw prosecuted
n e qaistrict.
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#The mining population is about equal to that of lost year.
% | have, &,
(Signed) '‘Joux Bownon,
W Gold Commissioner.
“The Hon, the Minister of BMines.”

“Fonks QuesNiLLE, November 9th, 1881,

Sir,—I have the bonour to forward berywith the Mining Sintistics, for 1881, of
Keithley Division, Cariboo District. Alltogether the yield of gold is quite as goocf, ir
not better, than last yenr, although the senson has not been fuvourable lor mining in
the creelc bottoms, owing to the heavy rains during the summer, which kept tho water
up to such a stage that tho miners couldl not suceced in turning it out of its natural
course until very lute in the esason, which was u serious drawback to a cousidernble
nainber of miners in this section.

“On the Quesnolle River, and slso North and South Forks of same, there is little
or no change from lust year, nor is there nuything new to report from theso places.
Keitbley Creek still continues to yield a fair proportion to the returns from this scction. .

“Snowehos Creck has fullen off a litlle this year, owing to some ol the companica
boivg engnged during the suminer in sinking new shaits nnd changing from one pars of
their claim to another for tho purpose ol working to better advautage. Lhero is con-
siderable proapecting being done on this creck.

“Harvey Creek, [ am sorry Lo say, has not fulfilled Lhe expectations entertained of
it at one’time during the senson, still tho men sticl to it, awi there iy a great deal of
prospecting being done for the number of men on the creck. ‘Lhoro are Lwo vompanies
taking out pny al present.

“On the Fraser River, between Quesnelle and Soda Creclk, thero has been n consid-
erable amount of mining done this scason, and I think more gold taken out than the
minors will give apy nccount ol. My reasons lor thinking so are, that In scverul of tho
claims I found, upon enquiry, that muny of the original owoers had feft the couutry and
gone home, substituting Iriends in their pluce.

“'L'bo nuture of the diggings upon the benches of the Fraser, us far ns I have scen
them, is nll the snme, the gold tcing teuns in o atrata o gravel from four to eighu inches
thick. 'T'o reach and worl this strata, the miners bave to shovel ofl from four to ten
feet of a light sandy soil, dircctly uwnder which lnys the strata of pay dirt which is
seraped up uad wasbod in a vocker. Tho wuter used tor washing is in most cnses
packed from the river in buckets, sometimes a distance of a quarter of a mile, and up oun
the second and third beoches back from the river. Theao digeings ure altogether
worked by the Chinese, as I have not seon a whito man coguged in this kind of mining.

«“[ have, &e.,
(Signod) * Wa. STEPUENSON,
Y Government Agen.

“ I'he Hon, the Alinister of Mines."

CASSIAR.

“ (Casstan, B.C,,
*20th Decomber, 1881,

“ 8m,—1 have the bonour te forwnnl hevewith, for the fnformation of the Govern-
ment, tho mining stutistics for the enrrent year, together with such particulars ns mny
be of interest, &eo,, in connection with my district,

“]1n consequence of no discoveries having been made in 1880 or 1881, the number
of minors finding occupation in the district during the present yenr was less thau that
of any previous senson einco tho discovery of the Cnasiar gold mines, the pepulution,
exclusive of Indians, beinyg about 650 in ull.  "L'lic past mining season was not a favour-
able one, owing to inceasunt ruine aml storms, giving rise w repented freshets, which

. caused the destruction of mueh mining property and consequent losy of time and mouey,
&o., and until such time na some new disenverica may be mado in tho district it cannot
be expocted that any considernble chunge fur the better will take place, the old crecks,
ns provipusly reported upon, having beeu pretty well workoed out.
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«There iS, however, no immediate probability of any further diminution taking
%Iaco iu the number of men finding employment at tbcse mines, as the hills aad benches
n the different oreeks yet offer attractions which will engage the attention of those
interested in mining for many years, On Thibert Creek, especialy, tbe prespects for
deep digging were very good this fall. :
“ A prospecting party, consisting of experienced miners, hns been out during the
‘past senson, but us yot nothing of importance has been recorded. Good indications,
owever, have been found, and next year it is hizhly probable that a new camp will be

- eatablished, when proaperity will agnin enlivon the district,

“ Mr. Rufus Sylvester, who is outed for bie enterprige Nnd liberality, farnished the
prospectors With all necessavies, &c,, Nod hne enguged to fit them out again next year
should nothing favourable be brought to light before that time.

# There has been un incrensing tendency on tho part of tha migers during the past
several yenrs to keep the amount of' gold coming from their respective glaims a secret
and this”year it has reached its climux, it haviog proved impoasiole, under any pretext,
to extraet such informution from them.

“The nearest approximate to tbe actual output of gold for the present year | have,
after muob inquiry, &e., estimated to be as follows :—

Imkaton SeCtion ..., 883,900
MeDame Creek moction ..., 95,000
From sgurces not defined ............................ 15,000

Tolal ¥ . 5103900 '

«The above returns show g faling off of eomg $99,250 g comgnn&d with last year,
when there were abont 150 more men in the district, uynd when the season was more
favourable for the successful carrying on of gold mining. o _
~#The returos from Mc¢Dame Ureek bave not realized the expectations indulged in
during tho early portion of the past seuson, the fulling off being attributuble tO the
spotted natura Of the uuriferons ground and to the inclemency Of the weather, The
roepecta for next year ave, however, fairly good, as a lurge dicch is being constructed
Or the purpose of bringing water upon tho benches of that creek, when'it ie expected
that & new class Of diggings will be successtully opened.

“The number of men wintering in the district will not gxceed 120, oxelusive Of
Indians, Of tbcse there will be saoma 30 at Meldamo and outlying creeks, 30 at Thibert
Creo*;k, 12 white men nod 16 Chinamen at Dense Crock, rod wbout 30 upon the Stlgkeon.

] x * x * » *

“I have, &e., .
(Signed j  «A, W, VowzLr,
#To the Hon. T. B. Humphreys, 4 Gold Commissioner,
& Provincial Secretary and Minister OF  Afines.”

LILLOOET.

This district embraces, in ndditiou to Bridge River, over a hundred miles of
the Fraser, with guriferous benches on either bunk, and it is unsatisfactory to find
from the returns that not a single hydraulic claim is beiug worked. The ¢ Big
Side Quartz Lode” has not been reported on before. From™the description given
‘the supply of ore must be practically inexhzaustible, nod it may be looked upon as
almost a certainty that it mill ere long be profitably worked. Considering the
wonderful scientific uctivity ot the present”age it is curious that no redly cheap or
satisfactory method of den i|11% with refractory ore hag yet been discovered. When
that shall have been added fo tbe triumphs of science, pg it surely will be, the
“ Big dide Quartz Lode " will be valued by millions. Even now, however, it
ought to pay handsomely if worked on a large scale, and it is earnestly hoped that
Mr. Foster, who owna the discovery elaim, will succeed in persuading an English
Company to take the matter in hand. Tt is diftienlt to realize the great eftect on
the prosperity of the Province which a dividend-paying quartz cluim would exert,
as o stimulus to induce capitalists to develope the immense quartz lodes and other
resources of the Province.
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“ LiLrooEr, 28rd November, 1881.

% 8ir,—I have the bonour to forward the encloaed mining statisties for the Lillooet
Division of Lillooot District, and lo report that tho diggings discovered lust yesr cc
McGilliveay Creek have not realized Inc expectations formed of them. The company
abandoned them this full, having worked cut the part of the ereck betweon the enfion
and Anderson Lake. They were delayed five weelks in consequence of the spring
freshet sweeping away their lume. 'They have now turved thelr ntlcntion to Bridge
Rivor, where they intend to put in & wing-dam early next spring; beiog nt present
en aged in sawiog the lumber. If their sanguine hopes are realized, move miners will
foldow their axample, as it is well known tho bed of the river is rich. Two experienced
miners spent the greater part of tho senson prospecting on this river and its tributaries.
They report that o iarge extont of tho countiy would pay good wages if a ditch werg
constructed about teo miles in lenglh, Lo convey tho wuler.

% The bars of this river are tho favourite mining places of tho Indians, as tho gold
Is coarse, end guma plentiful In the neighbourhood. A n Indian (Hunter Jack) has a
olaim on the South Fork which pays about three dollars 8 day to tho hand, notwith-
standing he has to throw the carth three times befors it reaches tho wader, o expects
to make six dollara per diem next season, as he will bring the water in a ditch tc his

olaim.
“*The amount of gold bought lhie year by tho traders of this town Is 838,185
“ Yield of MeGillivray'sCrock................ ... .. PEPTTPOTRTN WK 4
®AmMount UNACCOUNEA  fOru ..\ ittt e 1,500

# Estimated total yicld for 1881 ........................ 840,717

“The yield for this division is smaller Lhis year than last owing to two rcaaons,
one is, that many Chinamen left tn work on the railrond; the other, that Ah Sam Com-
pany discontinued mining carly in tho season to extend their ditch to ground that they
expeet will pay well next year, They took cut only 72 ounces in comparison with
325 ounces lnst yew.

| have, Lo,
(Sigucd) G, Pusn,
" Government Agent.

# To the Hon. the Ainister of Mines, Victoria"

# GovERNMENT UYFICE,
% Clinton, 25th November, 1881.

it Sn,—I have tho bonour to enclose herewith the mining statistics for tho upper
portico of Lillooet District for the your 1881, The Report embraces from Leon's Creck,
cc the South, along the lino cl Fraser Riser to the Nevthern boundary of the Diskrict
et Chilcoaten, 8 distance of about G0 miles. 1t iy nlmast impossible Lo get et g correct
return of the umouut of gold taken cut cl this part cl the dwirict, owing tc the whole
of the mining being done by Chinese, and a few Indians. | have used every endeavour
to obtain intormation from scveralot the Chitese mivers a3 to the amount of gold taken
out of their glaiing for the season, but in cc cuse could get unything like a sutisfactory
reply.

" The total yield which | have [0 veport is 323,730, thia amount beiug obtained
from the different 1 crohnnte. aud other uyers of gold, who weuld have no motive to
mislead {g their information, it may bo taken #8 necurato.

“To this must be added & ‘cortain nmount for what, | haye no doubt, leaves the
district in posseesion of private individuuls,

“I have no new discoveries to report from this section thie year. Tho Chinese
miners geem more Inclined lo form into small companies of four or live men in each,
Sevoral mew companies of the Iantter description bave recorded during tho past two
months, nnd have taken both new and old nbandoved ¢luims cc different parts of tho
river.  On the Big Slide Quartz Lode, no work hag been done this seuson,  This is to
be regrotted, not only in the interesls of tho district bnt Iho Provioce at large. That
it willyet be worked, and with most sntisfuctory results, | have not the slightest doubt.

" Ore from thie lode hag been assuyed in Portland, Sao Fraucisco, Nuw York, Mountreal,
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and London, with, in Every cnae, satiafactory resulta of from $10 to $100 per ton of
20001 bc.  Whe ore is a mnss of sulphurets about four. feet wide, and has been traced

ver three miles [0 leogth; one tannel of 80 feet in length ta pping the ledge 150 feet
rom the surface nod sootber of 300 feet topping the ledge 600 fet from the surface, are
s part of tbo works tbat have beeu done on it in the way of prospecting, At the latter
denth tbc lode la of tbe same width as on tbc surfuce ™

“Teal.in% the ore on the ground was tried by roosting and then grinding in an
arrasta of the moat primitive nature, with n result of $12.50 in fine gold to the too of
2000 lbs., but from the refractory mature of tho ore it is almoat unmonageable before
becoming denolpburircd. There‘isan excellent water power on the claims prospected,
available for driving machinery to any_ extent.

 Fogter in now |0 treaty with aa English company for working his elsim, in which
it ig to be hoped be will be suceessful, and thoreby inducu othors to epgage in the pame
enterprise on this lode, which | am satistied will yet figure largely in the mining reports
of the Province.
“] have, eole.
(Signed) « . Souss,

. ] # Gold Commissioner.
it The Hon, Minister of Mines, Victoria."
l-

YALE.
KaMLoopsDl VI SI ON.

# I{amLoors, December 4th, 1881.

# Sin,—I have the bonour to inform you that in consequence of the Chincsc bein
unwilling to givethe neccssmft information, it js out of my power |0 forward the annua
mining statistics for tbo I{am loope Division of Yale District.

“ Eighteen men wero engngod in mining on tho Tranquille in the early part of tho
summer; but the number employed throwghout the seuson, being dependent on the
success obtnined, would probubiy not avernge over twelve or fourteen.

% Tbo yield of gold is probubly over $3,000.

% 1 have, &c.,
(Signed) it @, C. TunsTALL,
 The Hon. T. B.' Humphreys, “ Government Agent.
 Minister of Mines™

QOKXANAGAN Divi SION.

It is very satisfactory that Mr, Lambly is able to report that at last Cherry
Creek is being thorou hly tested by n compuny which possesses not ouly the neces-
Bary practicnl miningamnowledge, but also ample means for earrying on the work.
The success of this company would bc beneficial to the district iu many ways, too
obvious to need pointing out.

 OKANAGAN,
« 20th December, 1881.

& 8ip,~I havo the bonour to forward you herewith mioin g statistics for 1881 for
the Okanagan division of the Yale District, and to sulinit (Le foll owing report:

‘ “«I regret: very much thnt awing to wy ubsence lust year [ could not malee a report

on the mining interests of this distriet, hot jn 1880, ns io most of the yenrs immodintcly

provious, desultory mining for gold waa cnrricd on, on the then known gold-bearing

streams Of the district. The yield for 1880 being much the same as in other years,
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“This year 1 am hv\n))py to be able to report more lfnvourablf' 08 to one of tho creeks,
viz. Cherry Creek. ithin the past six months a company culling itself the Okanagan
Cc., and being jormed of men of influence from Cariboo, Kamloops, Victorin, nod Spel.
lnmacheen, hus started to prospect on this Creck, and it in their intention to do it
thoroughly.  Jobn 'I'. Edwards, Esq., nnd Mr. Jas. Ratehford, both old Coriboo men, are
lo eharge of the company’s works hero. nod it is* their intention to spend nt least $3,000
or $1,000, to satiefy themselves ns to the richness of tho creek.  They have ulready
made an open eut 90 ft. in length from the creek and at right angles to it, and continued
that in the shape of a tunnel g ft. further, their idea being tointersect an old bed of
the creek, where they feel confident of finding pay. In fact Mr. Ratehlord told me some
time ago that they had already taken cut quite a quantity of gold from the gravel thrown
out of the tunnel.

# This is the first properly organized attempt nt gold mining ever made in thie paré
of the district, nod although no great aimount of gold hns ever been taken out of Cherry
Creek, the promoters of 'this company are very sanguine a3 to the results, which are
anxiouely looked forward to by the farmers and others in tho immediute vicinity.

1t Mission end Rock (reeks have, during the past yoar, been slmoat anbindoned,
The latter ptill bus a few Chinamen clivging to it, but the result of the little Inbour they
do is, I think, almost nil. .

It:dmmoFtunate thnt mv report for tbis year cannot be mnde brighter, but | fully
expect next year to have quite another story to tell.

“1 have, &e.,
(Signed) #'T. MeK. LaMery,
“ Government Agent.
#To the Hon. Minister of Nines, Fictoria."

YALE AND HOPE Dirvisroxns.

The discoveg of paying ground on the flat which extends from opposite the
town of Yale to Hill's Bar on the left bank of Fruser river, aud tho completion of
the Stahlo-Chuck Company’s flume, will probably very lurgely increuse the yield
of gold in these Divisions during the coming geason, Prospecting on the Quo-que-
halla has apparently beerrabandoned.

# YALE, 17th November, 1881.

u 8rr,—I have the honour to forward herewith Mining Stntiatics for the Yalo and
Hope Dirvisions.

# 1t Is very djffienlt to eet g correct report, from tho Chinese mining glong the banks
of the Fraser river a8 to the umount of gold they are taking cut; consequently | can
ouly give an approximate amount to the hand, which would bo from §1tc §3 per day.

#The discovery of gold on the south side of tbc Fruser, opposite Yule, this spring
bas tended to mske mining operations lively. Newly the whola flat, extending nbout a
mile und & hulf, bus been taken up and cluims recovded.  Unfortunately there bus been
o seurcity of water this summer lo work the cluima Lo advuntage, but from informution
1 havo received regardin%the prospects | imiagine they will puy good wages.

“The Stablo.Chuck Flume Mining Conpuny huve nuw completea their flume,
bringiOﬁ water a dietnnce of one mila on to the flag, but Loo late to bepefit the miners as
winter hag already set in with great severity.

“] bavo, &e.,
(Signed) * \V. DEwDNET,
_ "G A, e '
* The Hon. the Minister of Mines.”
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, HOOTENAY.

2 The mining return from this district gives'a dight increase in the number of

¥ . miners €M hpioye and also in the yidd of gold,

- The IaacHills Company on Perry Creek would appear to have ‘done good

work, and it is to be hoped thet this exam »ip! may be followed by others; more

especially as the Government Agent reports the existence of plen%of unoccupted
aurd,”which in his opinion is quite as good as that owned by the Black Hills
OmpoDy.

. 4 Koorenay, NOV. 8th, 1881,

: 'bBPt,—I have the honour t0 forward herewith the Mining Statidtics for the Kootenay
District, TOr the season Of 18(2#. L .
« The principd portion of the mining in the district is curried on on Wild Hotue

Creok, apd vonsists malnly of hydraylie clams, which on the oorth-west side of thie creek
have hnlcl: wall. 60 the {)pppsite gde of the Creek the elaima hove not proved
remunerative,

i Qu Perry Qreek, the Black Hills Company has done & large amount of Preliminary
- work nnd |S%GII ng the glaim Into shape fOr future operationa ON & largescale. A good
" sawmill bas Deen erected on thia B(raoper[y end o quantity of [umber sawed. Next

'ilez';son the company Will probably be taking out good pay it they meet with ne bad

lyg
“Thare iS room for a number of other companies like thig one, and plenty of ag
good,’{?,not better, ground thun thiScompany .IS%ccupyinf 00 Pulmer'spIBa there|s
a good ditch now complete, and when the old river ebannel here |s opened up there will
be o doubt a large NUMber of men & work taking out good pay. . .
“There are a few acnttered miners in other™ portions & the district making small

wages, .
“The prospectors on the Xootenay Lake met with no success.
. u | hava, &e.,
(Signed) “ WiLtlaM FERNIE,

W Government Agent, Kootenay Didtrict.
W The Hon, the Minister Of Mines,"

~ HEAD WATERS OF SKEENA AND FINDLAY BRANCH OF PEACE
; RIVER.

A party of explorers, agsisted by the Government, composed of Messra, J.
Walsh, ¢ Irvive, and N Sylvas, l€ft Victoriaiu the beginuing Of last June With
the intention of prospecting 1U this large and MOt unknown distriet. Tho Sestont,
afork of the SlJeen river; wag prospected from its mouth to its head, a distance of
about eighty miles  This section does not Present favourable indicntions for gold.

The crosed the divide between the country drained by the tributaries
of the Skeena and that druined by the tributaries of toc Findlny Bl‘ﬂm:[“1 of
River, and Severd of these Iatter streums were prospected. Although gOId was not
found in paying quantities, a belt of date about 50 miles Wide, With “creeks ns
ood looking a8 any iu Cussiar,” wag discovered, The country IS ““mountainous,
the mountains are generally bold, and covered with grass and Wild flowers in sum-
mer.” Cariboo might he'described in tie same language, and it iS N0 wonder that
the prospectors  “were anything but satisticd to give it ugc This bet of country
probably contains paying diggings, and it is %reatly to bc regretted thnt the late-

nosacl)f the season, necessitating the return ofthe party, prevented a more thorough
aearch, .
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COAL.

- For the first time since the issuance of an annual Mining Report a decrease in

. the output of coa! has to ba recorded. The falling off is slight, and tbe Inspector
f Mines essily explains it; but the decresse of 6,000 tons in the number sold
during the past year for “home consumption” is at first sight startling and unsatis-

* fctory,—startling, because undoubtedly the Province did s greater volume of
.~‘businesns, arid was more prosperous generally, in 1881 than 1880. Howaver, about
‘2,000 tons, after being sold for export, were thrown on the Victoma market, which
.. nobsiderably reduces the real shirinkage in borne eales. The balance may sately
* ".ba put down to a decrease in the work done by tugs.. The steam colliers < Hylton
. Cautle*’ dud “Barnard Castle” bave taken the plnce of a number of sailing vessels
- which required towage; and, in addition, it may weil be that the coal supplied by
- Messra, Dunsmuir, Diggle & Co. to their own powerful tug, the * Alexunder,” is

-« pot Jncluded in their return of coal sold tor home consumption. Taking all things

Into donsideration, it ia most probable that there was no falling off at all during the,
: past year in the amount of coal used for manufucturing and domestic purposes
- within the Province. _ _
It is most earnestly to be hoped that the representations made to Sir Charles
Tupper, and which he promised ehould receive the earetul consideration Of the
ominion Government, Will not be barren of result.  The ¢laim of the Collieries to
a drawback {g 80 strong and 8o reasonabls that it seems difficult to believe that it
will be sltogether ignored. _ o
he Province possesses vast resources, but # Conl ig King.” The Collieries
alrandgv give steady employment to over 800 persons; and the day is fast approach-
ing when its commanding position on the Pacific coast, Nnd the 1mmense Vufu eand
importance of {ts coal measures, will be fully recognized.
The following tuble shows the output of each year from 1874 to 1881 inclusive:

Year. No. of Tons.
1874 ..., Y TR P1.000
BT 110,000
1878 ... 139,000}
1877 l......l".lll.lll...t.ll.‘.'lIl....l‘.ll'..lllll'lll. lboo
1878 ....... e e R 171,000
1879 aane e 241,000
1880 .. 268,000
188 . 228,000

« Nawarmo, B.C, 2nd February, 1882.

© Hgm,—I bhave the bonour 1O submit My Annuad Report as Inpootor of Mines for
British Colurabla 101 the year 1851 _

“The conl MINES which bave been in operation during the past year are the
Nanaimo Collieries Of the Vancouver COOl Company, known sa Tlouglua ase
River Mize, and Fitgwilliam Mine; and the Wellington Colliery of Lunsmuir, Diggle &
Cd., knowh og Nort and South Wellington Mines, . .

% In 1841, 228,357 tons Of conl were raised at the nbove-mentioned Collieries, which
with 10,476 {yps on hand at Lbe commencement of the year, formed g total of 233,883
tons nvallable for export nnd aale, )

“ Bhipmnts amounting t0 187,323 tone have been made tO San Frnncisco nnd other
Ports in Califoraia; Portinud, Orvegon; Seattle, W.T.; Ounalaska, and Wrangel, Ala&%
Lorritory; Mexican ports; Chine; the Hawaiiae Islands, end tO mail steamships
callingvessels for fud. _

“1n this Province, 40,191 tons bave been disposed of for mawufacturing, gas, house- .
hold end otherpurposes, and fOr locul tugr-bonts and steam vensels, leaving 9,368 tons -
on hand & the Iéol jieries ON 318t Decomber, 1881,
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« The following summary Hill show the results of the past year's operations in
comparison with those of the previous yeari«

Year, . Output of Cosl, Home Consumption. Exported. ,
188G ssniacerio o .. 267,646 tons, 46,513 tons, 295,849 tons,
1 l Fasaonoas . . . ... 228.357 1] 40,191 " 189.323 "

The falllag off in the output is partly attributable to the Wellington Collieries
standing idle when without vessels ut their whbacves, “nd purtly to tbe cessation of
minin%nt Douglas Pit and Chuse Itiver Mine for several weeks during un embarrassing

fire which origiouted by tbe combustivn of sluve (sbale) und dross lying in some old
workings. I'he Compuny's output was slso materinlly lessoned by n three mooths’
* strike among t h e miners. In sudition to these troubles, the oficers of the Vuncouver
" Coal Compnn.}r have bud to contend with hindrances incidentul to mining enterprisea
arising from *f faulls" and * waote” in the conl seums und “n excessive influx of water,
alf of which, though now noarly overcoms, huve in tbo puat tended to muterially limit
thelr product.
The howmoe gonsumption of 1881 bus been less than tbat show” by lust yoar'y
. returns, but it stands about tho sumo as jn 18:9. It should bo mentioned, however, thot
*-. some 2,000 tons or upwurds of coul runking with the exporis of 1881 found Its way into
the Vietoriu market owing to aceidents to the ship “Sumatra™ “ud tbe steam collier
# Hylion Custle,”

w4, {a most desirable that the local trade should attain larger dimensions, nod there
{s ground for hoping that tbe radway work now under gonstruction on tbo mainlund,
with too eontompluted gxtousion Lo the seu shortly to bo put under contruct, will give
such a healthy impotus to goneral business fn this Provinee us to create employmant for

additionn] steuwm vessels, and render necessury the estublisbment of new maunutuctories
tbut wili beoomo considerable domentic consumers of coul, aud thua improve Provincial
miles.

WA encournging featurs in the year’'s export is n drcidcd increase in shipmeuts to
tho tawaimn lslunds, where our cual is fuding fuveurable reception.  ‘I'he employment
of four steum colliesy in British Columbiny wuters iy also o sign of progress, us tho
freight aud delivery of coul cun b” reguluted with greater cortiunty tEuu by the use of
pailing vounels,

“Lhe decline appeuring i” tho guantity of eoal exported in 1881 a8 compared with
1880 is accounted fur by lﬁo unfuvourable slute of the privcipul foreign market (Sun
Frauciseo) “t varivus periods during the puast yeur, when, a8 | havo stoted, the Collierica
stood idle waiting for vessels; but there is no doubt that if the market bad maintained
only Its gverage condition the exports, by an jucreased output, would have been kopb
up to the return8 of 1480 “t lenst, npd might have shown “u inercase.

# While touching upon the commerctal aspect ot our ¢oal industry, | feel it to be
my duty, in tho julerests of the publc, to refer iu this report, us | did i my last, to the
trummels with which our coal trude is surrounded by the Dowivion Larif and the
American impost of 75 cents per ton. | wia encouruged to do so also by your prefuce
tu my report, in which you offer the following vualuuble suggestive romarks:—

i “i 'Phe disadvnutuges under wbich our Uollicries lubour, in exporting coal, are go
“ ¢ gerions that it is natural “nd proper for the Government Iuspector to follow the
% ¢ axample of his predecessor lo brivging them (o the ugties of tbo publio. * * *
] “ ¢ Appenls to tbe Dominion Govermuent are sure to be listened to und cm'efullg'
{ # ¢ considered, and may be successtul in ybtainivg Lhe greut boou of ouber reductions in tbe
; & ¢ 1ariff on articles used iy tbe working ot coul mines “nd not mapufactured in the’
“¢Province. Every legitimalo effure sbould b 0 used lo induce t h e Dominion
% ¢ Government to lightea as much na possible the great weight which, in competition
% *with Amerigun mines, now oppresses this most valuable industry.’

“And | bave now the pleusure to report that a movement in the direction iodicntod

by you, und wbiob will very hikely huve 4 very beueficiul vifect, bus been mude by tho

. Muyo.l' “ud Couneil who, in their uddress to dir Cbarles Lupper, K.C.M.G,, on tho
oocusion of his reeeut visit to tbis city, submilled the following represeutntions relative
i to the grievances of the coal mining industry i—

- ¢The miner"1 resourves of Vancouver Island will commend themselves to your
“ ¢ notico, and the comparatively intantile, but enterprising, endeavours for their davel-
80

L]
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t t opment which are boing made have catablishod at tbo port of Nannimo tho nuclous of g

% coal trade that with duo aid and fostoring encoturagemaent from the Dominion bida

¢ fair to become {he most important industrial and commercial pursuit of the North
K { Pacific count. g

# ¢ Recognizing in you one of the nblest statesmen of Canada, nod a dlatinguiahed

“ ¢ and leading member of tho present Government, our citizens regard this visit with
# twhich you have favoured us ag an opportuna oceasion for bringing before your
« ¢« attention their yjews with reancet tC natters aftecting their welfare whieh fal] within

#itho province of your Government. * * *  Wo must respectfully repeat the

« ¢ pamonatrances which” have before boon urzed upon your Government through the

i« member for tbis district as to tho unsuitabilivy of the Turiff tc tho present circum.

« ¢ ptances of thia Province, so fir as it impoaaes high protective duties (lurgely incrensed

# 1 above the Tariff of 1870) uﬂmn all such colliery muchinuery, plunt, and supplies ag are

# ¢ not now, and probably will not for mauy yeuars to come, hs munutactured in this
¢ Province, nod which we are precluded from obtaining in Enstera Canuada by the great

i cost of freighta. '

-t ' The ports of tho United States form tho cbicf foreign market for our eoul, nnd
¢ ¢ there we are met with animpost of 55 centa per ton nad the close competition by
# « American producers, who, in their freedom from that impost and from all import
# ¢ duties upon thoir eolliery achinery, plant and supplics, uro nble to offer their pro-
“ ¢ duct at o lower rate thun weuld be remuncrativo to our Collieries, and were it not
“ for the superior quality of Vancouver Island coul we should bo unable to muintain
%1 g position in the marlet,

% 1 e desire earnestly to djrect tho attention of your Goverament to Lhe vital neces.
# 1 eity for the Immediate adoption of & marg enlargoeld policy vhan has hitherto prevailed
4% twith reapect to our important enal industry; and wecliim that we are equitably entitled
«t to have cur Collierics allowed a liberal drawback upon all things required for (ol-
#  liery use and consumption until reciprocity with tho conl trado iy established between
“¢ the Dominion gnd the United States (which we trust the Government will speedily
# ¢ endeavour to accomplisb), and until we aro able to cquip mni‘suppl}' our Corlierius
it { from Eastern (anadn by means of the Camudinn Pucific Ruilwasy,

 Sir Charlea Lupper, in tbc course of hig reply to thy civie mldress, stated that tho
present importance ot the British Columbixn voal interests spouke well tor the industry
and energy which hnd been displayed in the face ot the prohibitive tarilf. ~ Sir Chw les
admitted that the present Turitf might not s all sectivng of the Dominion, but that
where it.bore beavily tho Government hatin many instances emddeavoured to case off
the burden. He finully promised that the representations contained in tho address
should receive the earetul consideration of the Government,

#] believe that the glatement of grievances alove quoted, with tho uddition of the
desirablencss of n modification of tbo Pilutago Reyxulutions to meet tba ease of the sleam
colliers, covers the entire ground; apd it now tuirly resls with rho Dominion Govern-
ment to do justice to tbo requirements of our strnggling coul industry, go directly
brought before their npotice by the Nunaime Corporation.  I'se Depurtment of Murine
has, [ understand, hnd hefore it for aome time 3 proposition from tho Napaime Pilotuge
authority for tbe amendment of tbe Pilotage By-lawa.

“Speaking genarally a8 to tho prospects ot ¢coul mining in Britigh Columbia, | may
sap ihat al no previous period in our history have greater efforys been made than gre
pow being prosecuted in this district in tho explovration and opening up of new mines;
and the outlook us to tbe increase of the producing powers and the development of the
coal wealth of tho Prowince was nover brighter and more promising than at present.

NANAIMO COLLIERIES.
Dougras Pir.

“At this mine there aro ounly two mincrs sending out coal nt present.  Thore mill be
more men employed frem time to time, but there cunnot bo many, a8 tbey aro working
' at n piece of coal which was left along with tho eroppings to protest the mine from sar- .
fnoe wator. '

e
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«As for the lower seum in this pit, | have beer informed by Mr. Shepherd, the
‘underground man Ai']w, that after going to considerable expense in driving tunnels one
- way ““d another, Jicy could find wothing to justify further prospecting ut this place,
- po they toolk out the rails, &e., “nd Lnto :hjandoned itfor rbe present. |t is now stand-

ing full of water, sund tho ropes have beeu taken off,

1

Caase River MINE.

¢« Tha workings are from g slopo. | have inspected them frequently during the pagt

year. The mine is very much troubled with * fuulte,”"—there is 8 continuution of thcm

one after another; and, to muke mutters woree, in tha month of February the mine

took fire by spontancoua combustion gy n slace abont 500 yards from the slope. All the

" men that could ho procured had to bc employed to extinguish the tire, us it wug spreading

into tbo old works, consuming the pillurs, und the rool coming down made it very dun-

gerous for me” to be mear it. ‘Lhero wus plenty of water neat at hand, “ud hand-pumps

. were brought into nee until (he arrival ot the tire-engino from Nanaimo. A steam-pump

“was also got to work; but notwithstunding these appliunces “nd tha strenuous exertiona
_of nbout o hundred men, it look nearly fueur weeksto completely maater the fire,

*+ 7 wToal mining is principnily carried on in what in known as No. 4 Level, “nd a slant

I i drive going down angling ncross the pitch trom thu nbove level. Tbo coal averages Ciom
§ to 8.teet in thickness, and is hard wnd of good quality. It has a pitch of “bout 459,

| aid the bowtom rock being very wolt mukes it dillicolt o timber tho roof up, which is

also of a very lvose nuture, und makes working in the niine dangerous. At present the
place has a good appenrance for u large output of coul for the year just eommenced.

“In No 8 Level there nro o Iow niners working, and some are workisg in other
pluces "t pillars which will [.gt for some time, but these places are not cxtensive.

“Tho mine is ventilated by a laryge furnuce Luilt ot the bottom of the upeast ahnft.
The nir is gplit into two main divisions, one going to the north, tbo other to tho south
side of the siope. Thero is n large quantity ol nir in cireulation in the mino for tho
number of men employed, but thereig great difliculty in getling it conducted to the
Ingohof tho workings owing to tbo coul being co steep nud so many faults to contend
“wiln,

“ There wna u complaint made {o me (verbally) about tho ventilation inn certain
purl of tbo mine not being gool, I visited the pluce on tb” follawing day “ml found
tbe ventilation wus not what it should be, After | vamo out of the mine, |  informed
the Superintendent thut ho was inlringing tbe Conl Mines Regulation Act, “nd ho eaid
thug ho would remedy tbu defeet a8 sun us possible, which wus done. At present tbc
fir in circulation la nlfthut the luw cally Cur. - In exploring or prospecting, a long piece
of brattice wus “nod in soma places, but now tbcy ccc that tbcy huve got coal to work
& counter leval wa8 stnrtcd which will conduct Ibo uir to the tiee nod do awa ¥ with the
bmttice. I'he coul wbere they have been exploring gives off & littlo gas; i);:ut | have
only once seen it personally with the safety-lamp, and that was I” & small bole. The
fireman frequently sees u little gas while examining tho places in the morning before
tho men go to work. In  conscquence yff the steepness of the worl:ings, it is only in
small pluces where the air cannot get a lull sweep ut it that tho gas cun be seen, but it
Is easily brushed out and muade clear for the miners. At theso places the miners keep
4 sulety lump beside thorn, so tbut it they are out of their stalla for nny Icngtb of time
or afier, firing u shot, they have to exninino their placo before thcy take in s nake d
light to Lhe fuce, ns tbc firémun hus other places to attend to iu day time.

FirzwiLiiayd MiNg,

“This mine Is also worked from g slope, nnd employs “bout fourteen miners. T b ¢
average tpickncsc ot coal is “bout two nnd 8 half feet “ml is of good quality. The
:E_O"k"fgs are low but sale to work in, the roof bcing hurd “nd the eoal lying almost flat,

i ho mine jy veutiluted by n farge furnace at the bottom of the upeast ghutt, The coal
8 worked Irom both gitles of the stupe. Lhe curreny of niv is conducted through the
Fll.m; on the one side, und up Lthe yther side to the Turnace and upuast shait. The ven.
lation 18 oo, and no gus i@ tpund in the mine.  All of these mines are conducted nod

goﬁ:l;;ﬁ; of Mr. Shepherd, Underground Manager for tbe Vauncouver Coal and Lund

[}
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“The Vancouver Coal Company hare hor d)ﬁve pros egiing holes during the pnet
year with their diamond drill boring machine2¥Four of t 1ege hules arc near tho whart
from whieh they chip their conl. At this place ey struck the conl nt 340 feet from the
surface. Tho boles nia only a few feet apart,and they intgml o utilize them in ainking
& shaft. “The other hole wis put down elose to tho beachSHiif nbout hulf a mile in a
southerly direction from those already mentioned. At thig phlce tho cenl was found nt
the depth of 640 feet from tho surfacve, eight feet thick and very hard, Close t 0 this
they are sinkinyg & shaft 18 feer in dinmecter, which ia now down 200 fegt, !n the firsk
40 foot there ig an alluvial deposit of gravel und elay. This purt is timbered with sog-
ment blocks, 2 feet 6 inches long, with the end of the timber to the ghait. ‘The next.4d
feet Is timbered with gmuller blocks. ‘I'hg rest of tbo distance, us fur us they are down,
is principally bard rock not requiring nny tirnbcr.  ‘T'he machinery about th o sbaft is
sll pew, baving been Intely imported from England. The engine is a double direct.
acting one, with eylindera 16 inches diameter receiving the steam from two boilers.
The head gcur nod engines arg used tempovarily, ua they have another large double
engine on the way hero. with c?'lindurs 36 inches dinmeter, and other machinery neces-
eary for the works, which is due here early in March, Tho Nutional Compressed Air
Drilling Muchine in being used in ginking the shaft, and the shots are fired off by elee.-
tricity. The works are ull ecoverod in and made comfurtable and sufg for tho men, All
the worka and machinery in nnd about the ghait are under tho control and supervision
of MAr, Jumes Beuumont, tho Company's Mining Engineer, Although it jg g0 foo't
down to Iho coal, the Enginecr ig confident that the ghuftt will ho down before Christ-
mas, 1882, if not too much troubled with water.

WELLINGTON COLLIERIES.
WerniNaroy Mive,

#This mino is worlted from a slope, end the coal is hnulcd out by a powerful
double direct-acting engine, which is kept in first-cluss grder. The slope js nbout g
thousand ynrds long; the roaf is supperted by timbers from 13 to 15 inches
thick, put in in g workmanlike und aubsl.:mtia{ manner.  Signal, or telegraph
mires, run the entire length of the slope, from the lower workings to thie engine-house,
where a ball in fixed close to the Engineer who ean thus be signalled immediately in
any emcrgencg. Thero are six lovels working from 1he slope; four on one gidg known
fs Nos. 5, 7, 9, and 1y levels, nud twoe on the other side known ns Nos. 3 and 10 levels
Eust, 1 have inspected all of these places frequently during tho pust year. | always
muke these inspections when the miners are at work, so thut | may personally hour tboir
complaiots i f they have any to muake. | mny hero mention that nn cumg};laintu were
made by tho workmen during Iho past year, althoysh | informed them thut if they
would notify me by noto whenever they Baw anything wrong | would atiend (9 the
maiter immediately, So fnr us c¢an bc seen, everything is in Lha best condition for tho
comfort and safety of tho workmen. Sometimes, however, | found gome of Iho miners
o little enroless in not having tho roof properly prepped up und more secure newrer to
the fuce of their stalls. | pointed this out 10 them ut the time, but s there is a thick
bottom bench of ecoal they thought it wus quite safe uutil snch time ng they took up
tbie ply of coal.

“The ventilation of the mine is effected partly by a large furnace, built on g good
principle, eapable of producing a large quantity of air, and partly by a fan, 30 feet in
dinmeter nnd 10 feet wide, worked by two powerful engines. The South Wellington
mine ie wholly veatilated by this plan. At no time did | find Ices thnu 1i6 or more

than 300 cubic feet of nir per minute to_each man employed in tho mine. Tho method
in use is the separato split system. The air is conducted in four main divisions along
the respective nirwnys close into the faee of the workings Ly brmtico, After doing its
work it then returns to tbo furnuce or the fan, ug the cuse may be. Sometimes a
brattice is not ns close to the face us the law requires, but if it was it would bc gure to
got broken down by blasting. aa it is not uncommon for the mimers to put twe or threo
pounds of powder in one blast. AR (he coul i3 mined on the pillar and stall system, a
connection is always made with Ibc adjoining stall every 15 yardy, co that the air may
have & olean sweep of th: workings und in u direct course lo eitber the farnace or fun.

=%
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The colliory as far as can be seen, is in 4 good and safe condition, both above and below
ground. n personal observation, 1 always found plonty of timber for the use of the
miners lying conveuiont to the mine, o Cbrt every man could take Cbe required length
" of proFs Cc suit the workings of his stall, or any other timber he might require.
v.1%aPhere is nOW very |itt|e'ius to he secn in thoﬂmme at any time. The fireman
-ip examining the workings in the morning before thie miners comments work pecasion-
ally comes in eontact with 8 littlo—just enough to show that there is gas in the mine
and . make ‘him careful to see Chat ‘all is clear and safe before the men go to work, f
‘have dot seen any gas in tho mino during the past year, although | generally hod =
patety lamp with me on my visits. There are six different means of escape from the
‘roine, exclusive of the furnace shaft.

Scorn WELLINGTON MiNz.

" " “No. 1 Shaft. | have inapectcd this part of the Wellington Colliery frequently

during cho past year, going through ali the workings and travelling through all the air.
wuys, which 1 found in good order und of lurge dimensions. In soms pluces the roof
is at a very Joose nature. The Manager and miners buve Cc be very careful, and | am
%1]:“{ Cc be able co suy thore huve bceo cc accidenis during the past year—if | can omit
the porting of the rope, whereby coo man was Killed. "

« This portion of the mine is ventiluted by the same fan that pertly ventilates the
Wellington mice, and which ia cupable of keepin}..; in molion & lurge quantity of air.
Here agnin we have ventilution on the separato split gyslem, which is tound Cc anawer
boat in the veatilation of cur mince. There are tour main divisions or earrents of sir,
which give from 2(0 Cc 400 eunbi¢ feet of air per minute to each man, nnd it ie conducted
well into the face of the workings. After getting past all tho miners, tho nir again
forms into one current and gcea cut at the fuu sheft. Very litlle gns is now seen,
although previous Cc the men going to work ic the morning the fireman eccasionally
geeg enough to keep bim cc his'guard aguinst this most destructive enemy of the coal
miner. The old works ore also exuamined tc sec that every place is clear, und the ropes
are good and of first-cluss guality. There are some thinge which might bave been
altered g little. but Mr. Bryden, the Muoager, told me that tn a few months more they
would stop tuking coal cot of this shaft—not that the coal will ho worked cot, but that
they wore driving an audit level entering from the Millstone Valley, by which the coal
would bde brought out Cc the railway by horses or mules, whea the engine would not be
required,

“In my report of lagt year mention ie mode of the Company having starfed & shaft
in tho wulley of the Millstone river. | am now glad Cc bo able to report to you that,
after going Cc great expense, rho Company have been rewarded by atriking the conl at j, ¢
o depth of 20y teet. T'his is tho vein known as the # Wellington cool.” At this place
the vein jg TU Teet Chick and of a good quality. At present hut little goal is being token
cut, ng tbey are enguged in putting the muchinery iu good working order in the expec-
tation of having a large output early in tbe Spring. As a meaus tc get the coal away,
thero is a new incline built cc trestie work, sturting from the ground in the valley and
gradualty rising till it gets tc the height of about 70 feet, when it geta to a ridge of rook
through which a cut is made 8o that the aame grade may he kept, nod in a direct lice for
about as much further. Only one truck is Iaid down. bat everything is ready Cc lay
the other trucks ns soon as required. A large engine is fixed at the hend of the incline
to haul the coal up Tbe Company ore sinking another shaft cc the ridge & short
digtance from the hand of the incline, which wilt also ¢come down on the Wellington
seam of coal, nod which they expect to strike at & depth of about 500 feet from the sor-
face. The most improved boring machioery &e., is being used. and it is expected that
the shaft, which is 18 by 8 fees, wiil get down Cc the coal some time next sumumer,

AV

s _ i
ACCIDENTS | N AND ABOUT TOE NANAIMn A¥p WEeLLINGTON CoLLIERIES FOR
THE YEAR 1881.

March Ist.—Charles Bennie, miner, wnile nt work in his stal]l in tbe Wellington Colliery
received injuries about the body by rock falling cc him.
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March 3rd.—'Thomas Hawles,miner, wug alightly injured by a picee of rock falling on
him while atiending n hose nttuchod to w pump which was throwing wutor
on @ fire in Chnse River Mine.

April 18th.~I'rederick Wild, weighman at Sooth Wellington pit, wont ol to the oage
to go from the upper to the Jower stnging. ~ While between these places
tho rope broke, or wus cut, aml the cuge, with Wild on it, fell to ;}:e:
bottom of the shult (140 fcetj. When found be was quite dead. W

May 3rd.~James Jamison, miver, was burned nbout the neck nnd arms by, an explosion
of gas in a prospecting shaft belonging to the Vancouver Conl Compuny,
He injudiciously opened bis safety lump before ho had nscertained whether
it wus ¢lear of gas or not. “

July 2§th,—Issae Snowden, pump-man at Chaso river mine, received serious injuries
while attending to his duties by a ear t’unniug uway ou an incline.

August 27th.~James McKinley nod William Purdy, mincrs, were bndly burned about
the {ace and arma in Chase River mine by tho ufter explosion of & shot
through nol going far enough out of tho way.

September 3rd—Joseph Metealf, minor, received injuries to his banda nnd shoulders in
Chnse Ltlver mino by o piece of voul fulling on him whilo ut work lo his

atull.

September }2th--John Foater, miner, was slightly ent nbout the neck by a picco of coal
falling on bim while at work in bis stall in the Chase River mine.

December 20th—Joseph Bevilockway hnd ooe of his ribs fractured by. falling from a
ladder in"tho Chaso river mine.

December 21at —Peater Taylor, miner, got badly burned nbout tho ncck, back, nnd nrma
in Chase River mine. He went into bis stall betore the gas wus brushed
out by the firemun, contrary to the advice of that person, nnd started to
brush it out himself. 1lis nuked light being close in, be brought the gas
down upon it, thus causing an explovion.

December 24th.~Nicholus Barker, miner. was burned about tho head and ono hand by
an explosion of xas in the Chase River mino e wont jute another man's
ptall during his absence without & satety lamp, wlthough he kuew the place
ZuV0o vub gus.

# Thera were 12 peeidents in and nbout the coal mines during the past year. Eigbt
of these occurred at the fuce of the gtalts, which are under the care of the men; ope by
a fall of rock, two Ly fulls of coul, two frem after explosions of shot or blasts, and three
by explosions of gus. All of tbeso cusualties might have been averted had more eare
been token by the minors. It is gencrally casy to se¢ when rock or cool is gettln
loose; and @8 tho miners know that some parte of the mines giro off a little gas, lihey
cannot bo too earelyl in secing that their ,_;mnls ore aafe betpre commencing work.

# You will olserve that all the explosions were taused by neghigence and viola-
tion of the Cool Mines Regulation Act on the part of the miners. | am glad to say the
injured men nre getting well. and it is to be hoped thut the suffering which their owa
negligence has brought upon them will Ly o wurning to themselves as well na others in
the future.

“I rogret to report one fatal neeident during the past year, thnt of Frederick Wild,
ithend nnd weighmun at the South Wellington shaft, From tbe evidence taken at the
aquiry it would appear thut the decvased went on the cage nt the upper staging to go

to the lower one, nod when ho was Leing lowered the rope slipped off tbe pulley and got
between Iho pillow-block und tha sheave, which ure very close, wnd wus eut in two.
The cage, which weighed 1} tony, with Wild in it, then fell tn tho bottom of the ghaft,
o depth of 140 fret. The decensed was tuken vut of the ahait 48 s00n na possible after
the scerdent, but he wan then qui ¢ dend.  An exwmmination was made shortly afier the
accident, when o birge pieve of vongealed rur wauy toundin the groove ot the pulley with
the impression of the ropeon it This tar bl been collecting, 'from timo tO timmo, ON the
nido of tho groove, nnd ut tba Limo of the aceident had tullen into it and throw the rope
off the pulley. This wasg, no doubt, tbo guuse of the accident. No blamo could Eo



REPORT 0F THE MINISTER oF MIxEs.

407

‘was In good order, whic

o muat thought to have been the case or else he would not

_atiached to the Company, as it was part of the decensed’s dlutics to seo thnt everything
f'n
A

have JOU jnto the vage.
‘ons out of the shaft.

mioute belors tho accident the rope hud tuken a loud of 24

vi  # Tho following gtatament shown the.quantity of cosl raised and the number of fatal

7'_und non-fatal accidents during the pust four years:—

ilﬁ

Year. Tons raised. Fatal Accidents. |Non-fatal Accidents ];It;gnl:f?i?:i%.
1873 pesbaR RO RN N YY) 170.498 3 7 56.832
1878 ..... essrainsansas 241,301 12 18 20,108
1880 . ccunirncnnann P 267,505 3 13 89,1908
881,000 el - 225,367 1 11 357

« Appended hereto are the Annunl Colliery Returns.

%1 bave, &c,, .
(Signed) " Arciieatd Dick, v
# Government Inspector of Mines, Nanaimo.

tt Hon, the Minister of "Mines."

Nanaryo CoLiuiEnies.

SUSSSS e ——————

No. of Tous unsold,
including conl in stock,
January 1st, 1882,

Output of Coal for
12 months ending
Dec, 31at, 1881,

No. of Tons sold for;No, of Tonson hand

No. of Tons sold for
exportation. llut. Junnary, lSSl.I

home conswinption.

47308 4-20 tons, | 9,063 12.20 tons. 36,467 tons, 5712 5.20 tous. 6,587 17-20 Tous.

Number of Hands employed. Wages per day.
Whites, Chineze, Indians, Whites. Chinese, Indians.
- - Il
100 63 1 82 to 8175 81 to §1.25 $1 to 81.50
Tota hands employed .., ..,................ LA | Miners' earnings per day . . ... ... $2.50 to 85

NoTg,—The number of hands employed does not include Indians or Chinese working for mivers and
pait by them, .

Name of Seams Or PitS.ssssssersirssnssrasses Chase River, Douglas, and Fitzwillinm,

Vﬂ.ll.le' Of Plnntll"l"l‘lllnuunIllllnollu-"ls 15,000-‘

Description of Seams, &e. ..................... Chasc River, worked by slope ; 4} to 16 feet
tl;li]clc; 5 lovels. Douglns Pit, taking 0 u t
pillars,

Descriptionaad length of Tramway,&e. ... Railwny, 2 miles; locomotives, 3; good supply
rollivg stock, generally.

M. Bare,
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WeLLINaTON COLLIERIES. '

Na. of Tonas sold [or'INo. af Tons on haad in cllzgir?gf E;Tla ;::ls:llgck.

exportation. 1st January, 1881, January lat, 1882,
- i

Output of Coal for
12I:n onths endin No. of Tons sold for

Decomber 31, 1881 home non:sumption.

181,048 17.20 toms,! 30,525 14-20 toms. | 152,856 10.20 4,764 3.20 2,430 18-20 tona.
Number Of Hands employed. Wages per day.
Whites, l Chinese, Indisns. Whites, Chinese, Indiana.
261 ' 286 None. $2t0 83 75 $1 to SL.25 Nona.
Total bands employed .o+ ..o 547 || Miners earnmings Per day .......... L stos
Name of Seams or Pita......." ... . . . .. .. «ee Wellington.
Vaue of Plant.................coooceiinn, wee 8245,000. .

Description of Seams, &tusicueisirresssinsa 10 10 fect thick; T lovels; 2 shafts working,
1 not working, and 1 sinking; 1 slope work-
ing; 2 air shuits, 1 of these large Juroace nt
bottom, tho other ventiilaling fan 30 feet
diameter driven by u pair ot ebgines,

Description nod length of Tramway, &e..,10 miles of railway, 5 locomotives, 180 waggons;
b stavionary engives working; 2 engines 1 ot
used nt present; 4 steam pumps; § wharves
for loading vessels, with bunkers, &e.

Dunsmuir, Drgoce & Co.




PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

TABLE

howing tho actaally known and estimated yield of gold ; the number of Miner
employed; uapd Lheir average carnings per man, per year, from 1858 to 1881,

mount actually | ldone-third more,
Yor | LPIReS | Ml | Toul
&e. private hands.

) e $ 300,263 $ 130,088 8 520,353
1859 1,211,304 403,763 1,615,072
law 1,871,410 531,133 2,223,643
1861 1,999,569 666,529 2,666,118
1562

3,184,700 1,061,566 4,246,266
1863
1884 2,801,888 933,002 3,735,850
1005 2,618,404 72,801 3,491,205
1000 1,996,580 665,526 2,662,100
1867 1,880,651 020,217 2,450,568
1808 1,779,729 507,243 2,372,072 .
1869 1,331,234 443,744 1,774,978
1870 1,002,717 334,239 1,336,056
1871 1,340,580 440,000 1,799,440
1872 1,208,220 402,743 1,610,972
1873 70,312 320.437 1,305,749
1874 1,383,464 401,154 1,844,618
1875 1,856,178 018,720 2,474,004
1878 1,339,066 448,602 1,750,648
1877 1,706,136 402,043 1,608,152
1878 1,062,070 1-8th 212,534 1,205,204
1879 1,075,040 » 219099 1,200,058
1680 844,658 w 166971 1,013,827
1851 872,251 w 174450 LT3
$16,187,620

amber of
Miners
sployed.

3,090

4,000
4,400
4,200
4,100
4,400
4,499
4,204
2,082
3,044
2,399
2,369
2,948
9,450
2,400
2,300
2,868
2,024
9,080
1,800
1,883

2124
1,055

1,890

|

Avernge
yeurly
prming:
T mau

b 173

403
508
634
817
402
049
813
803
814
992
749
009
734
€71
607
043
1,229
783
820
67
607
618
651
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