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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Mining has played a large role in the economic and so-
cial development of British Columbia for over 150
years. Over that time thousands of mineral deposits
have been mined in the province. Many of these sites
have been abandoned and their location and potential
impacts are not comprehensively documented in
government records. The principal concerns of these
sites are environmental impacts to land and water-
courses from acid rock drainage and metal leaching,
and dangers to public health and safety presented by
openings, shafts, tunnels and other underground
workings that open to the surface.

In order to better understand the scope of the problem
with old mine sites in the province, the Ministry of
Energy and Mines undertook a program of fieldwork
to document and characterize sites that showed indi-
cations of being problematic sites. These sites were
identified through preliminary screening of available
data in MINFILE1 and through discussion with
regional mine inspection staff. Fieldwork included
inspecting over 60 sites across the province and docu-
mented deposit types, lithologies, mineralization,
weathering characteristics of waste rock, mine infra-
structure and water quality.

This report documents the work completed under
this project in the 2000/2001 fiscal year. The results
should be considered preliminary and are subject to
change based on new information.

KEY FINDINGS

• Based on the definition of a historic mine site
adopted by the project, there are approximately
1,887 historic mine sites in the province, primarily
based on the data contained in MINFILE. (This
number indicates sites in the province that do not
have major Mines Act permits and where the pro-
duction of mineral commodities has occurred his-
torically).

• Of these, 1,171 sites are classified as mineral depos-
its known to have geoenvironmental characteristics
with the potential for generating acid and leaching
of metals.

• The 2000 field program included inspecting 62 sites,
which accounts for approximately 3 percent of the
identified historic mine sites in the province.

• Of these, approximately 6.5 percent are estimated to
present potential environmental contaminants
based on analytical water sampling results.

• Field visits are necessary to properly document lo-
cation and adequately characterize a site regarding
environmental and health and safety issues.

• Many sites are difficult or impossible to access due
to their remoteness. This is compounded by the fact
that road or trail access to historic sites no longer ex-

ists due to vegetative growth. These sites must be
accessed via helicopter.

• Additional fieldwork is necessary before conclusive
statements can be made regarding the status, risk
and liability associated with historic mine sites in
the province.

OPTIONS

• Provide funding for staffing and resources to con-
tinue to inventory historic mine sites in the province
through a fieldwork program and office research.

• Provide for funding for staffing and resources for an
enhanced project team to undertake fieldwork to
continue to characterize historic mine sites in the
province, undertake office research and develop ap-
propriate legislation to help facilitate remediation
of historic mine sites.

• Continue to work with the Mining Association of
British Columbia and other resource agencies to
further explore partnerships related to remediation
of historic mines sites. This includes:
• work-in-kind, expert advice and cost sharing;

• investigate the development of “Good Samaritan” leg-
islation with provisions for release of liability for indi-
viduals or companies undertaking remedial works at
historic mine sites; and

• consideration of tax relief for reclamation of historic
mine sites.

• Develop programs to encourage re-mining of his-
toric sites.

OTHER OPTIONS

• Focus efforts on known sites that are contributing to
environmental degradation in the province. e.g. Bri-
tannia, Mt. Washington, Anyox.

• Consider government funded programs for historic
mine site remediation.
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