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5:00 p.m. 
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55 South 6th Avenue, Williams Lake 

 
Present: Blair Lekstrom, MLA (Chair); Bruce Ralston, MLA (Deputy Chair); Iain Black, MLA; Harry Bloy, MLA;  
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 3) Old Age Pensioners Organization, Branch # 93 Winnifred Gooding 
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 4) Wayne Lucier 
 5) BC Schizophrenia Society  Cindy Parsons 
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 13) Andrew Hopkins 
 
5. The Committee adjourned at 7:43 p.m. to the call of the Chair.  
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2006 
 
 The committee met at 5 p.m. 
 
 [B. Lekstrom in the chair.] 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Good evening, everyone. If 
everyone could take their seats, we will begin the pub-
lic hearings. 
 I'd like to start off. My name is Blair Lekstrom. I'm 
the MLA for Peace River South, and I have the honour 
of being the Chair of the Select Standing Committee on 
Finance and Government Services. 
 We are here this evening to hear from British Co-
lumbians. The way it is set up is that the Hon. Carole 
Taylor, our Minister of Finance, is mandated by legisla-
tion to present a prebudget consultation paper no later 
than the 15th of September, at which time we as a 
committee, which is an all-party committee of the Leg-
islative Assembly, will then go out and seek input from 
British Columbians from around the province. 
 We are presently in the middle of our tour, in 
which we will visit and meet with people in 14 com-
munities around British Columbia. We will cover every 
region of the province. 
 As well, there are a number of ways that you can 
submit to our committee — certainly, through the 
public and oral presentations that we will have this 
evening. For many people that are unable to attend 
some of the public sessions, you can also go on line. 
You can submit a written submission via e-mail or 
via the old way of writing a letter or go on line and 
answer the questionnaire that is part of the pre-
budget consultation paper. This year the Minister of 
Finance has mailed the prebudget paper to every 
household in British Columbia, allowing them to 
read it, and if they wish to respond, they can do so 
via the electronic means. 
 The format for this evening's meeting is that our 
presenters have 15 minutes. We have roughly ten 
minutes for the presentation, which leaves five min-
utes for committee members to dialogue with the pre-
senter and ask questions for clarification regarding 
what was said. 
 Before we start, what I would like to do is ask each 
of the members to introduce themselves, and then we 
will begin with our first presentation. 
 
 I. Black: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. My 
name is Iain Black. I'm the MLA for Port Moody–
Westwood. 
 
 J. Horgan: My name is John Horgan. I'm the MLA 
for Malahat–Juan de Fuca, which is just outside Victoria. 
 
 D. Hayer: Good afternoon. I'm Dave Hayer, MLA for 
Surrey-Tynehead. I visited this area a few weeks ago and 
met with some of the council members of Williams Lake. 
 
 B. Ralston (Deputy Chair): Bruce Ralston, Surrey-
Whalley. I'm vice-Chair of the committee. 

 R. Lee: Richard Lee, MLA for Burnaby North. 
 
 B. Simpson: Bob Simpson, MLA for Cariboo North, 
which of course is part of this town. 
 
 H. Bloy: Harry Bloy, MLA for Burquitlam, which is 
the home of Simon Fraser University. 
 
 J. Kwan: Jenny Kwan, MLA for Vancouver–Mount 
Pleasant. I'm compelled to say that Vancouver–Mount 
Pleasant is home to the poorest neighbourhood in all of 
Canada. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Also joining us at our public 
hearings are Kate Ryan-Lloyd, our Committee Clerk, to 
my left, as well as Dorothy Jones, who is at the table at 
the back with the information. 
 Also, each of our hearings is recorded and tran-
scribed by Hansard staff, as well as being live on the 
Internet via webstreaming. Joining us are Wendy Col-
lisson and Rob Froese. Again, thank you for the work 
that you do. 
 Just prior to calling our first presenter, I'd also 
like to welcome Charlie Wyse, who is the MLA for 
Cariboo South. 
 
 C. Wyse: Welcome to the Cariboo. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): We will begin our presenta-
tions this evening with the Canadian Mental Health As-
sociation, British Columbia division. Joining us are Sepp 
Tschierschwitz and Beverley Gutray.  
 I've stumbled on a few names today. And let me tell 
you, Sepp, yours was a challenge. 
 
 S. Tschierschwitz: I was going to change it to John 
Tschierschwitz, but then…. 
 
 B. Ralston (Deputy Chair): I think he's done that 
joke before. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): I just want to recognize Walt 
Cobb, a former colleague and a former MLA for the 
area as well. 
 Walt, I talked to you earlier. I didn't see you there 
behind Sepp. 
 Now we're ready, Sepp, and I'll duly note that the 
time has not been taken off your presentation. Wel-
come to the committee. 
 

Presentations 
 
 S. Tschierschwitz: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and 
members of the committee. It is indeed a pleasure to 
present before this committee. You have all received 
our handout, and I will just make a summary of my 
presentation. I'm not going to go into details. I'd be 
running out of time. 
 In February 2005 the Premier announced five goals 
for the coming decade. One of the goals was to build 
the best system of support in Canada for people with 
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disabilities. We know that one in five develops mental 
illness at some point of their life. The World Health 
Organization concluded that mental disorders account 
for more than 50 percent of the burden of illness. 

[1705] 
 Within 15 years depression alone is projected to be 
the leading cause of workday loss. In 2002 and 2003 
hospital stays associated with mental disorders ac-
counted for one-third of all hospital stays. In B.C. alone 
that total exceeded 740,000 hospital days. Mental ill-
ness has a significant impact on our citizens, our com-
munities, our workplaces, our health care systems and, 
ultimately, our economy. 
 In May of this year the final report of the Standing 
Senate Committee on Social Affairs, Science and Tech-
nology, also known as the Kirby committee, was re-
leased. It was called Out of the Shadows at Last: Transform-
ing Mental Health, Mental Illness and Addiction Services in 
Canada. We urge the committee members, if they don't 
read the whole report, to read at least three chapters of 
that report. Chapter 1 talks about the voices of people 
living with mental illness, chapter 2 is the voices of fam-
ily caregivers, and chapter 16 is the national mental 
health initiative. 
 The focus of this evening's submission is on the 
initiatives to help our Premier to achieve his goals. We 
know that in the area of mental health and addiction 
people are marginalized, which results in an overreli-
ance on expensive services and support. This has an 
economic impact, requiring increased investments in 
policing, the criminal justice system, emergency de-
partments, acute hospital care, homelessness shelters 
and related supports, just to name a few. 
 The Kirby report clearly articulates the need for 
mental health systems to further shift treatment to 
communities. Furthermore, the report recognizes that 
the savings that will eventually occur from downsiz-
ing the institutional sector do not materialize at once. 
It will take some time. It also suggests that two sys-
tems must probably work in parallel for a consider-
able period of time.  
 In September of this year the Finance Minister asked 
to answer two basic questions. First, where would you 
like the province to spend more? And second, where 
would you spend less? We feel that the answer to the 
first question is to spend more, and more wisely, in the 
area of community-based mental health and addictions 
services and supports, housing, and income assistance. 
 The answer to the second question is: if we devel-
oped a comprehensive and effective community-based 
system of supports, we would need to spend less in 
more costly and more crisis-oriented services. It is our 
understanding that over the next four years economic 
forecasts are sound, which would suggest an increase 
in additional revenues. It is imperative that we begin to 
make some critical investments in both mental health 
and addictions services. In the long term mental health 
will be better supported in our communities, less reli-
ant on more costly crisis-oriented services. 
 While the 2005 budget focused on low-income sen-
iors, the 2006 budget focused on improving service for 

children. We urge the government to focus the 2007 
budget on people with mental illness and substance 
abuse problems. We have five major areas that we'd 
like to address and make some recommendations on. 
 The first is on accountability and provincial leader-
ship. Despite the Premier's stated goal to build the best 
system of support for people with disabilities, we still 
do not have a provincial mental health plan. The Kirby 
report certainly reinforces the need for such a plan. 
 If we did have one, we would have been able to 
maximize the impact on those dollars that are spent into 
the system, particularly if we have an articulated, coher-
ent and comprehensive provincial mental health and 
addictions plan. The CMHA recommends that funding 
be allocated to work with health authorities, related min-
istries, people with mental illness and their families, the 
not-for-profit sector and researchers to develop a pro-
vincial mental health plan. 
 Also, we recommend that funding be allocated to 
provide transparent annual reporting on mental health 
and addictions spending and outcomes. We also rec-
ommend a centralized transition fund, to be developed 
to support community-based mental health and addic-
tions systems development, in the range of $28 million in 
2007. That was an estimate by the standing committee, 
the Kirby report. In addition, $6.5 million should be tar-
geted to develop outreach treatment and prevention 
programs and services for people with concurrent dis-
orders. Again, that was identified in the Kirby report. 
 The second major heading is the consumer initia-
tives. We feel that consumer initiatives are run for and 
by people with mental health problems and those who 
have received mental health services. A study in On-
tario concluded that the transitional support from hos-
pital to community saved more than $12 million over 
four years through shorter hospital stays. In other 
words, if we have peer support groups that would as-
sist people who come out of hospital, we would save 
considerable money. 

[1710] 
 People who were partnered with peer members 
used an average of $20,000 less per person in hospital 
and emergency room services during that year of dis-
charge. We therefore recommend that funding be allo-
cated and designated specifically to support consumer 
initiatives with a focus on consumer-run businesses 
and peer support. We are looking at approximately $2 
million for the province. 
 Our third thing is child and youth mental health. 
We fully support the ongoing implementation of the 
Ministry of Children and Family Development's youth 
mental health plan. B.C. is a national leader in this area, 
and we recognize the plan and the significant work to 
date as an initial, important commitment in beginning 
to address the needs of more than 140,000 children in 
B.C. We strongly urge that we fund this particular ini-
tiative and that the requirements for full implementa-
tion of this plan be met for 2007 and 2008. I think that's 
$16.8 million. 
 We also recommend that funding be allocated to 
develop an ongoing, rolling child and youth mental 
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health plan which strengthens its focus on prevention, 
family and youth peer support and mutual aid devel-
opment. It's also recommended that funding be allo-
cated to provide annual reporting on outcomes in child 
and youth mental health. 
 The fourth is income assistance. Although the people-
with-disability rate increased in 2005, the increase, 
amounting to $70, still places us 49 percent below the 
poverty line. In other words, it's not sufficient to keep 
people fully supported. We are still on the bottom of the 
list in terms of funding for people with disabilities. People 
receiving income assistance in this province are poorer 
than they have been throughout the past 20 years. 
 We know, however, that poverty has a real and meas-
urable impact on mental health, regardless of whether a 
person has a mental illness or not. We would like to ac-
knowledge that funding has been made available in a 
number of communities, including Williams Lake, to do 
an outreach for people on the homelessness issue and 
connect them with income support, housing and health 
services. So that's very positive in our opinion. 
 However, we recommend that funding be allocated 
in this budget to match income assistance rates re-
ceived for people on disability in Ontario. I mentioned 
that last year in my presentation to this very same 
committee. Funding should be allocated in this budget 
to raise general welfare rates by 50 percent. 
 Last is the issue of housing. We continue to be cau-
tiously optimistic in the area of housing, particularly 
with the Premier's Task Force on Homelessness, Men-
tal Illness and Addictions and with 533 new supportive 
housing units promised. Even with this, the Kirby re-
port indicated that we still need an additional 7,410 
spaces in this province. Needless to say, that's a costly 
one but one that needs to be addressed. 
 We recommend that funding for housing for peo-
ple with mental illness and addiction continues to be 
identified as a priority, with additional provincial 
funding allocated to this area, both to increase the 
availability of rent supplements to people with men-
tal illness and addiction and to increase permanent 
housing stock. We also recommend that provincial 
benchmarks for housing of people with mental illness 
and addiction be developed with consistent and regu-
lar reporting on progress. 
 In summary, we fully support the Premier's goal of 
building the best system of support in Canada for peo-
ple with disability. However, we as a province must 
make a commitment to developing a comprehensive 
mental health and addictions plan with targets, time 
lines and regular full and public reporting on progress. 
 We also recommend that the 2007-2008 budget be 
for people with mental illness and their families. We 
also recommend that the province lead by advocating 
to the federal government that the members of the 
mental health commission be named so that we can 
take advantage of the national mental health strategy. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Well, thank you very much, 
Sepp and Beverley, for taking the time out of your busy 
schedules, I'm sure, to come and present to our com-

mittee. I'm going to look to members of the committee, 
if they have any questions. 

[1715] 
 
 B. Simpson: The presentation's great. It's along the 
lines of what we're looking for. It's got both the cost side 
as well as what you think some of the savings might be. 
That's helpful to us in terms of this budget process. 
 Just in terms of the phenomenon around mental 
health, it was raised to my attention that in Quesnel 
we're actually getting an in-migration to the community 
of people with mental health, employment barriers and 
so on, because the cost of living is lower there. They can 
move out of the lower mainland or the Okanagan. 
 Are we seeing a trend like that, where we're getting 
some migration patterns of people needing assistance 
and the impact on rural communities? 
 
 S. Tschierschwitz: Williams Lake is also involved 
in a homelessness study right now. I think that with 
the figures that we have so far, which I'm not familiar 
with — I'm officially retired, so I'm not really in the 
working area anymore — there is definitely an increase 
in our own communities as well. It's a good indication 
that there is some movement to move into the rural 
areas that we haven't addressed yet. 
 
 B. Gutray: I think there's not any basis that I know 
of in research that can actually say that that can be 
quantified. What we know for sure is that one of the 
advances in mental health care is that there are more 
services in the community. Now people actually do get 
served in the community, where 20 years ago if you 
had a mental illness, you went far away, and it took 
you a really long time to come back. In fact, lots of 
people have never come back. Now Vancouver is their 
home versus Quesnel, Williams Lake, etc. 
 
 B. Simpson: So there may be another factor in-
volved in more of it being closer to home. 
 
 B. Gutray: Yeah. I think you'd need to look at it more. 
 
 B. Simpson: Okay, thank you. 
 
 D. Hayer: Very good presentation. Have you put 
together the total value or total cost of all the recom-
mendations you have made and not just a few of them 
— I know there are quite a few different recommenda-
tions — or come close to it with a guesstimate? 
 
 S. Tschierschwitz: You asked me that last year, 
didn't you? 
 
 D. Hayer: The second part to that is: how will we 
fund all of it? I know you said that for some of them you 
could save on other parts. Any suggestions on that? 
 
 B. Gutray: I think what we're talking about — and 
I'm sorry; I should have done that in advance, and I 
didn't — is more than likely somewhere around $75 
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million to $80 million in total for all of the initiatives 
we've talked about. Some of the initiatives we've talked 
about would take full advantage of the national mental 
health strategy, and that's what Kirby has announced. I 
think that's the positioning B.C. needs to have in place. 
 B.C. needs to be ready to take advantage of federal 
dollars when they come. I think we should just insist 
that we need those federal dollars. It's a report that was 
well done. 
 B.C. is doing very well economically. We need to 
do something about the fact that there are way too 
many people living on the streets, way too many peo-
ple who are calling a cardboard box a home. That's 
unacceptable. It's no longer a lower mainland, Vancou-
ver problem. It's in Williams Lake. It's in Quesnel. 
 I don't know if that fully addresses what you're 
saying, but I think that's where the cost saving is. 
 The other place where the cost saving is, which is 
hard to realize, is in the overuse of police, for example. 
Oftentimes people with mental illness are coming into 
contact with police instead of the mental health system. 
For example, we know that for 37 percent of all people 
with mental illnesses, their first contact is with the po-
lice, not the mental health system. If we really have a 
good system, that wouldn't be what's going on. We 
know that approximately 7 percent to 15 percent of all 
police contacts are around mental illness. 
 I could go on and on, but I better stop. 
 
 J. Kwan: Wasn't there a peer-based provincial ini-
tiative in place with consumers? I thought that there 
was one. 
 
 B. Gutray: At one time there was, but for the most 
part a lot of that has fallen off the table with regionali-
zation. We've lost a lot of the energy that went around 
provincial initiatives. I think the opportunity is now. 
Certainly, the savings are quite clear. There's research 
that backs up the savings. That's quite clear. But no, 
there's not one. 
 
 J. Kwan: No, there isn't one now. Do you remember 
when that was lost? 
 
 B. Gutray: I would say mid-'90s. 
 
 J. Kwan: The peer-based initiative. 

[1720] 
 
 B. Gutray: Everything seemed to change quite radi-
cally when the health system changed. As soon as re-
gionalization happened, we went through several years 
of reorganizing. In that reorganization some things 
were lost, like the peer-based initiatives. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): If I could conclude. Certainly, 
I'm duly watching the time for all the presenters. 
 One of your recommendations — and you've put a 
lot of work and effort into this; I'll say that — was that 
funding be allocated in this budget to match income 
assistance rates received by people with disabilities in 

Ontario. I believe they're about a hundred dollars more 
than British Columbia right now. 
 
 B. Gutray: Yeah. What it would mean is approxi-
mately $926. If you did the $70 increase — what we're 
recommending — you'd bring it to around $920. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): I think we're at $876.54 now. 
 
 B. Gutray: We're $856.70. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Okay. 
 Just a question: did you do any comparisons on the 
issue of how much money they could actually earn? It's 
now up to $500. 
 
 B. Gutray: I realize that. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Was there a comparison done 
with Ontario on that? It certainly helped. I mean, it's 
not the end-all. 
 
 B. Gutray: It would be something we could do very 
easily, but I haven't got that information in front of me. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Okay. I was just curious. 
 Again, I want to thank you both for coming out and 
presenting. The time and effort you've put in certainly 
shows in the presentation you put forward. 
 Our next presentation this evening is from Tolko In-
dustries, and joining us are Rob Fraser and Tom Hoffman. 
 Good evening. 
 
 R. Fraser: Members of the committee, good after-
noon and welcome to Williams Lake and the Cariboo. 
We're pleased that you've included our city on your 
tour, and we appreciate this opportunity to present our 
views to you. 
 My name is Rob Fraser, and I'm the regional manager 
for Tolko in the Cariboo. Joining me is Tom Hoffman, 
regional woodlands manager for Tolko. 
 Tolko Industries is celebrating its 50th year in busi-
ness in 2006. It remains a private, Canadian, family-
owned business based in Vernon. The decisions that 
are made about our operations and our future are 
made right here in B.C. 
 Tolko employs close to 5,000 people in B.C., Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Here in B.C. we operate 
eight sawmills, two reman plants, three plywood plants 
and one veneer mill. We're the third-largest lumber pro-
ducer in Canada and are a very interested participant in 
the trade dispute with the United States. 
 The Cariboo is a key region for Tolko, with four 
sawmills — three in Williams Lake, one in Quesnel — 
and 958 people working directly for us. We have a 
broad economic message to leave with you today and a 
more specific forest industry message. 
 First, let's be clear that times have been pretty good 
for the B.C. interior forest industry in the last few 
years. Markets have generally been firm, and the forest 
policy changes made by government have helped our 
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competitiveness. Some of the other government moves 
in taxation and in generally improving the investment 
climate of the province have also helped. 
 Economic times are good in B.C., but the worst 
thing we believe the provincial government could do 
now is to become complacent or to sit back and expect 
things to hum along as we wait for 2010. 
 As I said a few minutes ago, Tolko operates in the 
three other western provinces. I can assure you that 
they are not complacent, that they continue to look for 
ways to build an advantage and to improve their in-
vestment and business climate. They may not have the 
high-quality forest resources available that B.C. has, so 
they are working hard on other factors where they can 
perhaps take an advantage over us. B.C. must work 
hard to ensure that its regulatory and taxation envi-
ronments are competitive with other jurisdictions in 
which we operate. 
 The province must also continue to improve its 
transportation infrastructure so that our products can 
efficiently find their way to market. While we may be 
sitting here in the Cariboo, the Pacific gateway and 
other initiatives designed to reduce rail, port and road 
congestion in the lower mainland are an important 
issue for us. 
 We are pleased to see that the Competition Council 
and the advisory committee council reports have been 
released. We are fully supportive of the objectives of 
the B.C. Competition Council and encourage the Fi-
nance Committee to consider these reports and the 
need for the forest industry to have a tax-competitive 
environment as they gather information on the upcom-
ing budget. 

[1725] 
 That's the broad message. Let me talk more specifi-
cally about the Cariboo and the forest industry. 
 In a few days we will implement the softwood 
lumber agreement negotiated with the United States. 
Tolko supports the deal. It is a long way from per-
fect, but it's the best we could realistically hope for, 
and we were pleased to see government win some 
final changes that made the deal acceptable to us 
and others. With the agreement now coming into 
effect, it will remove a huge distraction for those of 
us in industry. We do expect that the implementa-
tion is not going to be easy as we all learn the intri-
cacies of the agreement. 
 Just recently we have seen the key U.S. housing 
market slow down, and lumber prices have come 
off, so we are generally expecting the next year to be 
more challenging. We may have to adjust our opera-
tions in some locations to manage through what may 
be a temporary but challenging market downturn. 
 The Cariboo is at the heart of the mountain pine 
beetle crunch hitting our industry. Our mills have been 
processing beetle wood for 20 years now. We know 
these forests, and we know how to work with these 
dead trees to derive some value from them. 
 We recognize better than anyone that the colossal 
volume — and colossal really is the only word that 
comes remotely close to describing how much dead 

timber is out there — of beetle wood will dry up  
one day, that we won't be able to run our mills at  
the same high level and that industry will get smaller. 
How much smaller and when that will happen we 
don't know. 
 We are pleased to see that government has a pine 
beetle action plan and that groups such as the Cari-
boo-Chilcotin Beetle Action Committee are engaged 
on the issue and its effect on the future of our com-
munities. In the meantime we have a unique oppor-
tunity to take advantage of harvesting these beetle-
killed stands and deriving value from them through 
manufacturing plants. 
 Right now the province's chief forester is reviewing 
the annual harvest in the Williams Lake timber supply 
area, on which we are dependent for 40 percent of our 
timber needs to supply our four Cariboo mills. We 
have made our view known to the chief forester that 
the beetle created a situation in which local harvest can 
surely be increased by a substantial number. 
 This is important to our long-term future, well past 
any temporary market downturn, which we will have 
to manage through. It is important in helping us adjust 
to the loss of harvest through the Bill 28 takeback, 
which provided an annual harvest to local first nations, 
a policy we strongly support. We look forward to the 
chief forester's decision later in the fall. 
 We're also hopeful that the province will see fit to 
continue our innovative forest practices agreement. 
The Cariboo IFPA was the first to be signed in B.C. in 
1998. Since then we have signed similar IFPAs in the 
Okanagan and Merritt TSAs. These IFPAs have pro-
vided an incentive for us to undertake a higher level of 
forest management that not only results in higher tim-
ber volume growth but which also preserves high lev-
els of wildlife habitat protection and protection of 
rangeland and other unique ecosystems. 
 We have recently completed an application to the 
Minister of Forests and Range for an increase in annual 
allowable cut that is derived from site productivity 
improvement and rehabilitating forests impacted by 
the mountain pine beetle within the IFPA. 
 The Cariboo IFPA is also significant for the role 
that first nations play with Tolko in the IFPA. We 
are planning for increased timber harvesting and 
silviculture work for several first nations whose tra-
ditional territories include the IFPA. First nations 
contractors and several joint venture partnerships 
have confirmed a support for our IFPA. We antici-
pate that if our application is approved, an increase 
in direct first nations employment of approximately 
50 full-time-equivalents. 
 Thank you for your kind attention. I have copies of 
the presentation for each of you. I think you've re-
ceived those. Both Tom and I would be happy to an-
swer any questions you may have. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Thank you, Rob and Tom, for 
coming to present before us here this evening. I'm going 
to look to members of the committee, if they have any 
questions regarding what you've put forward to us. 
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 B. Simpson: Hi, guys. Charlie's sitting in behind 
you there too. 
 The first question — if I could, with the Chair's 
permission, do a follow-up. Because this is the budget 
consultation process, are there budget implications to 
what you've put in front of us? Are there things that 
ought to be taken into consideration as we do the work 
around the projections for next year, both on the cost 
side and on the revenue side? 

[1730] 
 
 R. Fraser: Well, probably if there are two that may 
have an impact, and you'd be infinitely more attune to 
that…. One is the transportation infrastructure and the 
Pacific gateway. We are not a public company. We 
don't put out quarterly results, but for any of the pub-
lics, if you've gone back and looked at them, transpor-
tation has significantly impacted. To the extent that this 
process takes into account the Pacific gateway and 
transportation infrastructure, yes. 
 Also, with respect to some of the recommenda-
tions out of the Competition Council, we understand 
that those would probably have some impact on the 
budget process. Those are two general ones, but that 
would be the…. 
 
 B. Simpson: Just an explicit request, and I've asked 
this from some others, so you're not unique in that. As 
part of the quarterly report on the Ministry of Finance 
website, there is a section in there that takes a look at 
the potential budgetary impacts of the softwood lum-
ber agreement. They've got some price indexing, Ca-
nadian dollar values, some productivity implications of 
the border tax. 
 I think it would be helpful for us if we had some 
people who were willing to take a look at that and give 
us a sense of the ministry's estimates, because that has 
to, again, inform what we think might be happening as 
well. They estimate the border tax at $375 million, 
based on a certain volume across the border, and so on. 
That would be really helpful. 
 
 T. Hoffman: Where is that? 
 
 B. Simpson: Just go to the Ministry of Finance web-
site, and you'll see the quarterly update. It's inside the 
quarterly update. It's a three-page special portion that 
analyzes the implications of the softwood lumber deal, 
and I think it would be very helpful to us to have other 
people look at that. 
 
 R. Lee: The pine beetle kill would also give some 
biomass, which you cannot use. Can you see any inte-
grated plan near your facility to utilize that waste? 
 
 R. Fraser: With respect to the three operations in 
Williams Lake, very close to 100 percent of the fibre is 
used currently. The shavings are pulled out and used 
in pellets. The sawdust at this point is included with 
the bark, the biomass, and is converted at the EPCOR 
facility here. 

 We believe that in the future the ability for biomass 
and primary producers to work closely together is go-
ing to increase. Right now our invested stands are very 
high percentage sawlog, but we know that over time 
that's going to change. What we predict is that you're 
going to see more of a meshing together of those two 
components of our industry. In fact, it will probably 
include significantly more than just the primary and 
biomass. In between, there will be other uses, like pel-
lets, particleboards. 
 
 R. Lee: If the AAC is increased, as you propose — I 
don't know how much you're proposing — would the 
increase in your allowable level have an impact on prices? 
 
 R. Fraser: The price of our lumber? I'm far from 
being an economist, but we play such a small part in 
the North American scene. What will drive the price of 
lumber is, for the most part, consumption in North 
America and, to some extent, consumption offshore. 
That'll be the driver in it. 
 
 R. Lee: Okay, thanks. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Final question. 
 
 D. Hayer: Mine is more of a comment. I want to say 
that it's a very fair and balanced presentation and looks 
at the whole province, not just this area. I especially 
want to thank you for talking about the Pacific gateway 
program, because that's going to help everywhere. 
When you talk about roads and bridges and ports and 
everything else, it's good to see that you're looking at 
the whole province, not just this area here, because 
we're all interconnected. Thank you. 

[1735] 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Rob and Tom, I want to thank 
you for coming before us here this evening to present. 
As with all presentations, they'll be given full consid-
eration by this committee. 
 Our next presentation this evening comes to us from 
the Old Age Pensioners Organization, Branch 93. Joining 
us are Winnifred Gooding and Floris Martineau. 
 Good evening, and welcome to the committee. 
 
 W. Gooding: It's a pleasure to be here. 
 Seniors in Williams Lake are suffering because of a 
lack of facilities. We believe government should put 
more money into alleviating this situation. The complex 
care Deni House is full. Seniors — a total of approxi-
mately 25 people — are waiting for beds in complex care 
in Cariboo Memorial Hospital; Glen Arbor, which is 
affordable housing; and Cariboo Sunset Manor, also 
affordable housing. 
 The expansion to the private, for-profit Retirement 
Concepts seniors village facility underway at the pre-
sent time will only minimally help the situation. Inte-
rior Health says that when this facility is built, it will 
move the clients from Deni House to the new facility 
and close down Deni House. 
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 Therefore, with 25 waiting in housing units and the 
hospital, plus 24 from Deni House, this equals 49 need-
ing complex care. The new expansion will only house 
33, so there will still be 16 waiting. These are today's 
figures. By the time the facility is completed, there will 
be many more. We urge you to keep Deni House open 
after this expansion. 
 Also, Heritage House was closed down just re-
cently and should be reopened as a dementia unit, for 
which it was built. 
 There are many seniors living in their own homes 
or apartments who should be in seniors housing, but 
there is no availability. Therefore, we would ask that 
you expedite the promised expansion of Glen Arbor. 
 The seniors waiting in their own homes and 
apartments are in need of more home support for 
housekeeping — i.e., vacuuming, laundry, etc. We 
believe it would help greatly if home support and 
home care were restored to what they were before 
the government cutbacks, until senior housing is 
available for all. 
 There is much talk about not being able to get nurs-
ing staff if more facilities are built or opened. Nursing 
students are paying a large tuition for their university 
education. More students would be able to go into this 
field if the government subsidized the tuition as an 
incentive to them. If there is a shortage of instructors, a 
suggestion would be to allow them to work after age 
65, if they are capable. 
 We urge you to take a good, long look at the priori-
ties of your finances. Please put our seniors, who built 
this country for you, ahead of the Olympic Games. 
Sports, exercise, competition, participation and fun are 
all great, but not at the expense of the suffering our 
senior citizens are enduring. 
 I have a summary. I'll let you read the summary: (1) 
keep Deni House open after the expansion of senior 
village, (2) reopen Heritage House as soon as possible 
for dementia patients, (3) expedite the promised ex-
pansion of Glen Arbor, (4) restore home support and 
home care to before-cutback services, (5) subsidize tui-
tion for university nursing courses, (6) allow instruc-
tors to teach after age 65, (7) look at the amount of 
money going into the Olympic Games, (8) look at what 
is needed for our seniors, (9) look at your priorities, 
and get them in the right order. 
 I thank you very much for listening to us. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Thank you very much for 
presenting. I'm going to look to members of the com-
mittee to see if they have any questions. 
 
 J. Horgan: Thank you, Winnifred, very much for a 
very thoughtful presentation. 
 I particularly wanted to ask you a question about 
the notion of subsidizing tuition for nurses and your 
second recommendation that went with that, with re-
spect to perhaps keeping retired nurses available for 
instruction. I know that we're always looking for more 
health care professionals, and that seems like a pretty 
good idea. 

 How do you think that would fit in with an overall 
plan for seniors — if we could increase the number of 
nurses that we got into our nursing schools with a sub-
sidy? 

[1740] 
 
 W. Gooding: We were told that Heritage House has 
closed down because they don't…. They won't open it 
because they don't have enough people to work there. 
The same thing happened at Deni House when they 
closed it down, so there is a great need for more quali-
fied people to work in these places. 
 
 J. Horgan: If we can't encourage them to go there 
without the subsidy, then we should put a subsidy 
in place? 
 
 W. Gooding: Well, right now TRU, our college here, 
is looking for a person to teach this course so they can 
have more students trained. Right now they've only got 
one person that's qualified. There's another person that 
just retired. She just turned 65 years old, but she's not 
allowed to work after 65. I think if something was done 
about that, it would certainly help the problem. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): I know there are other ques-
tions. I think this may, hopefully, help. 
 One of the issues — and you've raised an important 
one — is: how do you help nurses, especially if they're 
going to go to school and practise in northern or rural 
and remote…? 
 There is a program in place now under a student 
forgivable loan. If a nurse goes into any one of the over 
3,000 new spaces that have been created over the last 
few years, and they're willing to participate and practise 
their profession in northern or rural British Columbia, 
they will be forgiven their student loan, which I think is 
a great attempt to try and do exactly as you've said. 
 Your idea is wonderful, and I think that part has 
already been acted on. 
 
 F. Martineau: Is Williams Lake considered northern? 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Yes. I could go into that. I'm a 
northern guy myself. 
 
 R. Lee: You answered my question. Right now it's 
20 percent a year, a forgivable loan — so every year, 20 
percent of the tuition. If a nurse is going to school, they 
pay their tuition, and they are taking a loan. Then each 
year, when they are working in the remote area, 20 
percent of the loan is forgiven. So that's part of that. 
 
 F. Martineau: Oh, I see. The 20 percent is forgiven. 
But they have to go to school first is the problem, and 
they're paying…. What was it?  
 Actually, we have a scholarship that went to a stu-
dent that's taking nursing at the university here for her 
first two years. She pays $5,000 and something, I think, 
for one semester. Then after she has two years here, she 
has to go to Kamloops for two years. 
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 B. Lekstrom (Chair): I have other questions from 
other members. 
 
 B. Simpson: I want to clarify something, with due 
respect to the members that are offering the correction. 
What's being talked about here is the ability to offer 
local programming in Williams Lake for the students in 
Williams Lake. All the documentation shows that if 
you can train people locally, they tend to stay and prac-
tise locally. That's really the issue we're addressing. It's 
not a forgivable loan issue or anything. It's the ability 
to subsidize the programming offerings at the local 
college campus. 
 You have lots of great ideas here. I'm familiar 
with the sort of long history of what's going on here. 
One aspect of this is the ability to inform the deci-
sions that Interior Health has been making about 
these things. 
 What's been your organization's experience with 
being able to make Interior Health pay attention to the 
issues that are here and to get that voice to them? Ulti-
mately, they're the ones who have the budget and have 
to make these decisions. This process is at a higher 
level than that. Have you been making these presenta-
tions to Interior Health? 
 
 W. Gooding: Yes. I also sit on the Seniors Advi-
sory Council, and we've made several presentations 
over the past two or three years to the Interior Health 
when they've had their meetings. Audrey MacLise 
has been our chairperson for that. She's done an excel-
lent job, but it doesn't seem to do much good. We can 
keep giving these complaints, but that's about all we 
can do. 
 
 F. Martineau: I think the biggest problem is that 
every time they open a facility, they close the other one. 
So we don't gain any, you know, getting rid of waiting. 
It's not happening. 
 
 W. Gooding: And the seniors — there are more 
seniors coming up every day. They're not going to go 
away. There are lots of baby-boomers coming up, and 
it's going to be really a disaster in another ten years, so 
we've got to get cracking and do something right now 
about it. 
 
 F. Martineau: You don't build a facility or open a 
facility in a few days. You have to have staff. 

[1745] 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): All right. Well, both Floris and 
Winnifred, I thank you for your presentation here. It's 
certainly something that I think all British Columbians 
want to make sure can be accommodated in our great 
province. We have a wonderful place. We want to 
make sure that we improve it. 
 Thank you for taking the time to come and talk to us. 
 
 W. Gooding: Thank you very much for listening to 
our problems. We appreciate it. 

 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Our next presentation this 
evening is from Wayne Lucier. 
 Good evening, Wayne. 
 
 W. Lucier: Hi. My name is Wayne Lucier. I just got 
hired in Williams Lake. I work with the homeless. I work 
with a lot of street youth, and I have been doing this for a 
number of years, working for the Boys and Girls Club. I 
work for the Cariboo Chilcotin Métis Association at times. 
All the jobs that I do or the different agencies that I work 
for in town — it's all more or less the same thing. 
 This last couple of months I've been hired as a new 
outreach worker for the new MEIA program that 
they're actually running in B.C. Because I've worked 
with a lot of homeless and youth for the last couple of 
years, I was given a job to actually try and find housing 
for a lot of people who were in town. 
 I want to give you some numbers that were done in 
a survey last year. They did a survey of homeless in 
Williams Lake. In Williams Lake what we found were 
48 adults and 16 youth — when I say youth, that's from 
17 to 21 years old — who were homeless here in town. 
When we say homeless, that's including the people 
who were couch surfing, staying with friends and stuff, 
and staying at the friendship centre and some of the 
other shelters in town. 
 Excuse me. It was 64 people who were counted as 
being homeless in town. 
 What I'm finding right now, too, in Williams Lake 
is our lack of housing for a lot of the people. Williams 
Lake Social Housing has a waiting list, as of last year, 
of 15 families and 25 single people who are waiting for 
housing. Urban aboriginal housing has a waiting list of 
120 adults and the same for children. 
 The average rate that a lot of them get for rent, es-
pecially the youth, is $450. I have a very hard time find-
ing that price range in town. The average rent I've been 
finding is around $550, and it goes up from there. What 
we need to look at, maybe, is some subsidized income 
for them to actually get into some of these places. Right 
now, for a lot of them, where they have to live is very 
unsafe. It's substandard housing. 
 One of the intake workers, one of my co-workers, 
was telling me that actually one of the places where 
they were living had a dirt floor in the bathroom, and 
they're getting charged the same rate as everybody else 
because most of the landlords in town know how much 
money they get through child services. 
 Twenty-eight people were without permanent hous-
ing at the time of the survey. Of those 28 people, 75 per-
cent of them had not had a house or a place to live any-
where from one month up to a year. Two of the people 
had been homeless for over a year here in Williams 
Lake; 39 percent of the people they surveyed — and I 
think they surveyed 200 people in that time frame — 
had been homeless at some point in time. 

[1750] 
 Of that, 52 percent of them had been homeless for 
up to a year. Also, of that 200 people, seven people had 
been homeless for more than a year in there. Eighteen 
percent of them, and this involves a lot of the youth, 
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had to pay rent through sexual activities or illegal ac-
tivities, which is putting them even more at risk. 
 At present in Williams Lake we have no shelter for 
the youth at all. If they can get into the Cariboo Friend-
ship centre, they have to be signed in either by their 
parents or a consenting adult; otherwise, there's no 
place in Williams Lake for the youth to go. 
 Forty-two percent of the people that we surveyed 
have also moved more than ten times in the last 12 
months for different reasons. Either it's because it's 
poor-quality housing, or else that's how they're actu-
ally keeping a roof over their heads. They just move 
when they can't afford to pay the rent anymore. 
 Most of the people, especially the youth who are 
working here in town, are only making minimum wage, 
and they cannot afford to go on independent living on 
their own with what they're making on minimum wage. 
We need shelters in Williams Lake, specifically just for 
the youth. We need long-term housing for the youth. 
 We also need places where, if people are intoxi-
cated or on drugs — those two different types of ad-
dictions…. They are refused shelter for the night. I 
know there are going to be people who say that 
they're allowed to go there, but most of the time if 
they show up when they're intoxicated or high, they 
are turned away. So we need some kind of housing in 
town that's going to take them in, because it's that or 
else they're living out on the streets. 
 Of the 200 youth that they surveyed in this, 60 of 
them are considered to be at risk of being homeless on 
any given day. When they did that survey with the 
youth, 28 were without permanent housing. Unfortu-
nately, when we deal with different agencies in town, 
if they're couch surfing or they're in one of the shel-
ters, they are not considered homeless, even though 
they are. So 75 percent of the youth that they talked to 
were considered homeless at different times. They 
had no place to live. 
 When they surveyed the 200 people here in Wil-
liams Lake, 14 percent of them were without perma-
nent housing at the time. Seven of the 200 people have 
been homeless for more than a year in the last couple of 
years. I already said that sexual activities, illegal activi-
ties accounted for 18 percent of them having to pay 
their rent that way, and 56 percent of them shared rent 
with different people, but they had difficulties with the 
people they had to share rent with. 
 More than anything else, Williams Lake lacks af-
fordable housing for the youth. Often the only avail-
able housing is very poor quality, with substandard 
security and privacy, and most people just will not rent 
to anybody who is under 20 years old. I'm having a 
very hard time finding places for young people who 
are going on independent living. Living in group 
homes — a lot of them just can't handle that anymore. 
That's all I have to say. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Well, thank you, Wayne, for 
speaking to us about the issues. Certainly, working 
first hand with them, you bring a good perspective  
to that. I'm going to look to members of the committee 

if they have any questions regarding what you've 
brought here this evening. 

[1755] 
 
 J. Kwan: With the homelessness count, the survey 
that was done last year, how does that compare to pre-
vious years in terms of the demographics, in terms of 
the numbers changing of the people that were showing 
up to be homeless? Do we have that information? 
 
 W. Lucier: I'm not sure on the exact numbers, but I 
know from doing food programs in the park and stuff 
that the number is increasing every year. But numbers-
wise I really couldn't tell you. 
 
 J. Kwan: What about the question of demographics? 
Are you seeing different people showing up on the streets? 
 
 W. Lucier: Actually, yeah. In the last couple of years 
there are a lot of people now on the streets that I have 
never seen in Williams Lake before. I think a lot of them 
are actually in transit. When the fruit-picking season is 
on in the south, we're getting a lot of people who are 
coming down from up north or travelling through, and 
the same thing when the work is finished down there. 
They're passing through Williams Lake again. 
 Also, I'm finding that it's harder and harder for them 
to find work, so now a lot of them are actually in transit 
from moving up north and moving through Williams 
Lake, heading down south, because it's much easier to 
live down there in the wintertime than it is here. 
 
 R. Lee: Over the last few years the unemployment 
rate has been decreasing in this area. Right now it's 
probably around 6 percent. Do you see that the youth 
are getting more jobs? 
 
 W. Lucier: Yeah, there are more youths getting 
jobs, but there are also more of the employers who are 
taking advantage of that, where they do not have to 
pay them the minimum wage, where they do that 
training thing. That just adds to their problems. They 
can't afford to pay rent and buy groceries on that. It's 
just impossible. 
 Yeah, we do have more jobs, but most of the jobs 
that are coming about…. People can't survive on that. 
Most of it is minimum wage. 
 
 R. Lee: The homeless youth that you encounter or 
that you're dealing with, are they…? 
 
 W. Lucier: Some of them are working three jobs. 
The one girl that I was actually working with today is 
working three jobs right now, and I just found her a 
place today. The rent that she can afford is $450, and I 
actually found one place in town that she could rent 
for $400. But she's working at three jobs just to main-
tain that. 
 So her chances of going to school and upgrading to 
better herself are, right now, virtually nil, because she's 
working all the time just to pay that $400 a month. 
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 B. Simpson: Just some clarification, Wayne. You 
talked about this 64 that were actually homeless at the 
time of the study, and you've included couch surfing 
and so on in there, but then you gave us numbers for 
wait-lists for social housing. 
 
 W. Lucier: Yes. 
 
 B. Simpson: And those numbers are substantially 
higher. What's happening with those folks? If they're 
not out in the street, what are they doing? 
 
 W. Lucier: There are a lot of places in town where 
there's more than one family that's living together. 
 
 B. Simpson: Okay. So they're doing those kinds of 
things. They're hoping to get into social housing, but 
they're having to find other accommodation. 
 
 W. Lucier: Yes. Even right now for a lot of the 
apartment buildings in town, there's a waiting list to 
get into them. 
 
 D. Hayer: I was visiting Williams Lake two or three 
weeks ago and talking to some of the people here. They 
were saying that they were having a difficult time finding 
some of the workers even at $8 an hour. Was that wrong 
information, then? Are there not enough jobs available? 
 
 W. Lucier: Well, I think there are a lot of jobs avail-
able. For instance, in the mills here in town, which 
would be a great place for a lot of these guys or girls to 
work, they'd need at least grade 12 or else be going to 
school at the time. A lot of people I work with cannot 
do that. They cannot function that way. They are out of 
school, and they have, maybe, a grade 9 level, so none 
of the mills are going to touch these guys. 
 Same thing with a lot of the places that are advertising 
for work. They won't hire these guys because their read-
ing and writing skills are substandard, and they can't. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Wayne, again, I want to thank 
you on behalf of the committee for coming and taking 
time to present your views and issues and the chal-
lenges you see and issues we should be looking at. 

[1800] 
 Our next presentation this evening is from the 
Tsilhqot'in justice program, B.C. Schizophrenia Society. 
Joining us are Cindy Parsons and Brenda Humphre. 
 Good evening. How are you? 
 
 C. Parsons: Good evening. I am fine, thank you, 
and thank you so much for inviting us. 
 I need to say, first of all, that I don't have a formal 
presentation for you on paper because I just found out 
about this meeting yesterday. So I'm here just with my 
passion, and hopefully being able to explain what my 
role is in the community and how important it is that 
we continue funding. 
 I did drop off a poster at the front desk of our most 
recent project with the B.C. Schizophrenia Society.  

I'm going to start off with them. I wear two hats in  
this community. I work as justice coordinator for  
the Tsilhqot'in justice program under the Tsilhqot'in  
National Government office. I also work as regional 
coordinator eight hours a week for the B.C. Schizo-
phrenia Society, supporting, educating and advocating 
for families. 
 I'm going to start off with the BCSS, and if I have 
time, I will talk about the Tsilhqot'in justice program. 
Mainly I'm here on behalf of the BCSS tonight. 
 I serve Williams Lake and area, which is Williams 
Lake, 100 Mile House and all the way to Anahim Lake, 
which is in total — including 15 bands — I believe a 
geographical area of about 60,000 square kilometres. So 
I do a little bit of travelling in my work, and eight 
hours a week — at which I've been hired for the last 
two years — is not sufficient time to do the work I need 
to do to support families. That is a fact. 
 I don't have a bunch of statistics for you. What I do 
have is that I was recently at a conference in Vancouver 
last week. We have our regional coordinators yearly 
conference. There was some updated information. The 
B.C. Schizophrenia Society has several projects on the 
go. Our most recent is police intervention and emer-
gency psychiatric care: a blueprint for change. I believe 
this will be available on our website with the B.C. 
Schizophrenia Society, which is www.bcss.org. 
 In doing a lot of consultation with communities 
across the province, including police officers from right 
across the province, some of the things that came out of 
this report are that they are saying that wait times in 
hospitals are far too long and that police are still being 
used as gateway people, which is unacceptable. Police 
officers themselves are saying that it's only by coming 
to the attention of the courts and eventually being sen-
tenced to jail that some people suffering from severe 
mental illness get the medical treatment and other re-
sources they need to recover and manage their illness. 
 Once in jail they finally receive proper assessments, 
diagnosis, medical treatment and comprehensive case 
management. In addition to their mental illness, pa-
tients are now doubly stigmatized by the fact that 
they've now been in prison. So they've got a double 
whammy. They're not only mentally ill; they're now 
criminals also. In fact, families and others are regularly 
encouraged to press charges with their mentally ill 
family members, hoping that the offender will at least 
obtain medical treatment within the forensic system. 
 During public consultations one correctional officer 
estimated that there has been an 80-percent increase of 
people with serious mental illness over the last ten 
years in our prison population. I find this very disturb-
ing, as does our BCSS Williams Lake branch, as we 
discuss these issues every month in our support meet-
ings — how we're going to support family members of 
people that have mental illness when there's not 
enough funding to do that. 
 
 B. Humphre: Perhaps I could just introduce myself 
at the moment to let you know that it is not just where 
the rubber hits the road that Cindy takes care of. We in 
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the Cariboo are very, very involved with our mentally 
ill loved ones and for families. 
 Personally, I sit on the provincial board of the B.C. 
Schizophrenia Society as well as chair the public policy 
committee. I also sit nationally on the Schizophrenia 
Society, and I sit on a subcommittee, which is the edu-
cation committee. You need to know that we are work-
ing very, very hard, and we are very disturbed both at 
the grunt-work level and at the decision-making level 
as to what is happening to our people. 

[1805] 
 I own a retail store, and even today I have people 
come into my store that have a mental illness. I don't 
mean somebody that has a severe and persistent men-
tal illness of schizophrenia. I'm talking about depres-
sion. People know that I'm a little sympathetic to men-
tal illness, and hence, I have a lot of people come to me 
to just express that they are frustrated. 
 We are working very hard, and we really need to 
have our voices heard. I am very grateful that we have 
a voice here, and we would like to make it strong, and 
we would like to make it loud. 
 
 C. Parsons: Thank you, Brenda. I was thinking: boy, 
don't I have a loud enough voice? I think I do, but okay. 
 What I wanted to say about that was…. Like I said, I 
work eight hours a week with the BCSS and that took 
advocating, on behalf of the Williams Lake branch and its 
members, with Interior Health for funding for our region. 
I think they advocated for about four years and sent in a 
proposal every year until it was accepted. They said: 
"Okay. You can have one day a week to support families." 
 It's not good enough. As long as we have people being 
put in jails and jails being used as our mental health re-
source, it's not good enough. As long as we have home-
less, it's not good enough. We still have a long way to go. 
 Most recently we have had a case in Williams Lake. 
I've asked the mother's permission to talk about this 
case, and she's quite comfortable with bringing it to the 
forefront. Recently this year we had our Sikh temple 
burned down in Williams Lake by a young man who 
was mentally ill and who's suffering from schizophre-
nia. He went to the hospital to get help and did not 
receive the help he needed. He left the hospital because 
he was sitting too long in emergency, which is our 
gateway crisis stabilization unit — sitting in emergency 
for however long it takes. This young man chose to 
leave. It took too long. He was very anxious and ended 
up burning down the Sikh temple and is now in foren-
sics. He has been found not criminally responsible due 
to a mental illness. 
 In the meantime our community suffered deeply. 
The Sikh community suffered deeply, their families 
suffered deeply, and this young man himself suffered 
deeply. He's still in forensics and will be there for ap-
proximately a year under supervision and assessment 
and stuff. 
 I believe that we could prevent these things from 
happening in our community if we could strengthen 
our education, our support and our advocacy for fami-
lies. We need to have a voice. 

 That's all I'm going to say for now. Are there any 
questions? 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Thank you, Cindy, and thank 
you, Brenda. 
 Are there questions of the presenters here this evening? 
 
 J. Kwan: You mentioned that people with mental 
illnesses are now finding themselves in jail for a variety 
of reasons. In the information you're receiving, does it 
indicate that there's now been a pattern of a revolving-
door situation where people with mental illness are 
coming in and out of jails and presumably for petty 
crime–type things? To that end, what are you calling 
for the government to do to address the issue around 
mental illness — specific recommendations? Is it a 
mental health plan? Is it a mental health advocate? 
 I don't want to put words in your mouth, but I just 
want to get a better understanding of what it is that 
you want the committee to consider asking the Minis-
ter of Finance in the budget presentation. 
 
 C. Parsons: I appreciate those words. I think the 
words "mental health plan" would be a really good 
start — a national mental health plan. We have to put 
mental health at the forefront. If we look at the dollars 
that are given to other organizations and not to serve 
the mentally ill, I feel quite ashamed of that. I'm a tax-
payer too. I work. If I had a choice where my tax dol-
lars went, I would want to put more into the social 
services that are going to help build strong communi-
ties and help members of our community lead healthy 
lives, rather than having them in all these systems that 
are quite foreign to some people. 

[1810] 
 
 I. Black: Your passion in the area is obvious. The 
expenditures in the area of mental illness are now over 
a billion dollars a year. My question has to do with the 
view that you have on the amount of money that's be-
ing spent. Clearly, you're seeing shortcomings in your 
area that you'd like to see addressed. 
 The question is: where, in your mind, is that money 
being spent today, from an allocation standpoint, that's 
inappropriate? If you had to prioritize some of the 
things you've touched on — because you've touched on 
some really important points here — can you give us a 
sense of some of the…? I'm using the phrase silver bul-
let — forgive me — because I can't think of a more re-
spectful one. Are there one or two areas, in the five or 
six that you've mentioned, where you would put addi-
tional money if it were made available or reallocate it 
from the over $1 billion that's spent in this area? 
 
 C. Parsons: When you say $1 billion, are you talk-
ing about a Canadian figure? 
 
 I. Black: No — B.C. That's in B.C. 
 
 C. Parsons: In B.C. — okay. What I have here from 
a recent document that the BCSS has put out is the eco-
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nomic burden of schizophrenia. We're just talking 
schizophrenia right now. We're not talking about the 
other major mental illnesses. 
 Estimated number of Canadians with schizophre-
nia: 234,305. These are 2004 statistics. Estimated direct 
health care and non–health care costs: $2.2 billion. Total 
estimated cost for the year 2004: $6.85 billion, including 
productivity loss estimate…. 
 
 I. Black: Just for context, are those federal numbers 
or B.C.? 
 
 C. Parsons: These are federal — for Canada. 
 If you're saying $1 billion for B.C., what I'm say-
ing is that the Cariboo-Chilcotin…. I'd like to know 
how much of that funding we're getting here, be-
cause we're constantly fighting for funding. Like I 
said, I have an eight-hour-a-week position. That's 
not good enough. 
 We have mental health services being cut back here 
constantly. I sat on a committee a couple of years ago. 
We were talking about getting a ten-bed tertiary unit 
here called the Heritage House, for the mentally ill. We 
sat and negotiated all these months, and then all of a 
sudden, it was blown by the wayside. We didn't get 
anything. It was changed back to something else and 
not to serve the mentally ill. 
 Right now in this region, we have about 30,000 
people, I think, in Williams Lake and surrounding area, 
and we have five beds at the crisis unit and five beds in 
a residential home here in Williams Lake. Ten beds? 
That's not good enough. 
 What I'm saying is that families are owning the 
burden. Families are forced to take time off work and 
take care of their mentally ill loved ones, because who 
else is going to do it? I think it's the government's re-
sponsibility to help take care of these issues also. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Cindy and Brenda, I want 
to thank you. To come before us and say that you 
weren't prepared or whatever…. I thought you did 
an incredible job. 
 If you do want to follow through with a full writ-
ten submission, we accept those until October 20. The 
information is on the back table on how to get it to us 
as well. 
 
 B. Humphre: Okay — great. Thank you so much. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Just before we call our next 
presenter this evening, I'd like to recognize, from the 
city of Williams Lake, Councillor Surinderpal Rathor. 
 Welcome. It's nice being in your community. 
 Our next presentation this evening is from the Wil-
liams Lake and District Chamber of Commerce. Joining 
us is Roger Solly. 
 Good evening, Roger. 
 
 R. Solly: Good evening. Mr. Chairman, committee 
members and guests, thank you for the opportunity to 
speak to you this evening. 

 Firstly, I'd like to congratulate the government on 
its recently announced increase in the estimated sur-
plus for 2006-2007. This reflects positively on the gov-
ernment's fiscal policies and practices over the past 
year. However, a surplus such as is now anticipated 
will bring pressure to increase spending. It is our posi-
tion that prudent fiscal management be maintained 
and the expected surplus be applied to debt reduction. 
 The benefit of this debt reduction is that future in-
terest savings will free up moneys for future reinvest-
ment in the economy. For example, a $1.2 billion debt 
reduction at, say, 5-percent interest reduces future in-
terest costs by $60 million per year. This approximates 
the annual operating budget of our local school district, 
just to put it in perspective. 

[1815] 
 All communities in the Cariboo are resource-
dependent. Consequently, to maintain the long-term vi-
ability of the forest industry is of paramount importance 
to us. While the new softwood agreement leaves some 
uncertainty for the near future, there are ongoing con-
cerns, such as stumpage bingo, that could be addressed. 
 We encourage the government to recognize the spe-
cialized difficulties faced by the value-added sector of 
the forestry industry. These businesses were faced with 
duties well above the cost of lumber in their products. 
 We also encourage the provincial government to 
work with the federal government to achieve a favour-
able outcome of the Taseko Mines proposal west of 
Williams Lake. This mine has the potential to enhance 
direct and indirect employment in the Chilcotin and 
Williams Lake areas. 
 The reality of a resource-based economy is that to 
produce and transport our commodities to market, we 
need a strong infrastructure in place. Continuing in-
vestment in infrastructure, such as highway improve-
ments, is necessary. It will aid the transportation of our 
products to market, and it will enhance and encourage 
tourism throughout the province. 
 On another issue, the chamber encourages the use 
of P3s — public-private partnerships — to provide 
better value for money for the taxpayers. We also rec-
ommend that the government be more open with capi-
tal project planning by publishing ministry capital pro-
ject proposals prior to approval. 
 One item of ongoing concern to business is the 
shortage of skilled trades and professionals. We en-
courage the government to work with various trades 
and professional organizations to address the impedi-
ments to accreditation of foreign-trained professionals 
and trades personnel. Consideration should be given to 
implementing a co-op or training tax credit to assist 
and encourage the training of apprentices in the work-
place. Such practical experience speeds the develop-
ment of these students and assists the affected employ-
ers to provide the necessary training. 
 There are a few taxation issues I'd like to address. 
B.C. has one of the higher rates of capital taxation in 
the world. I could rephrase that and say a tax on capital 
as opposed to the capital tax, as we would typically 
know it. Some examples of these taxes include the capi-
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tal tax on large financial institutions, the property 
transfer tax and probate duties. These taxes on capital 
create a disincentive to large businesses to locate in 
B.C. The PST, as currently charged on legal fees, is a tax 
on all businesses — the users of the legal services — 
not just the lawyers. 
 Finally, we request that the government announce 
as soon as possible whether or not they will match the 
change to the dividend tax credit rules announced last 
spring by the federal government. Such an announce-
ment would eliminate the current uncertainty in tax 
planning. If that announcement were to go along with 
the federal government's rules, it would simplify taxa-
tion reporting for our B.C. citizens. 
 Thank you very much for allowing me this oppor-
tunity. Now it's your turn. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Thank you, Roger. I'll look to 
members of the committee. 
 
 D. Hayer: A very good presentation. I have two 
questions. One is: how is the economy in Williams 
Lake doing compared to, say, 2001? The second thing 
is: are there many employers paying the $6 training 
wage in Williams Lake? 
 
 R. Solly: My feeling is that the economy is rela-
tively static. There is a lot of capital expenditure 
that's happened this year. One hopes that that will 
continue into the future. Our population growth has 
not been phenomenal. It's been upward, but just 
marginally.  
 I don't think I can specifically answer your question 
regarding the number of $6-per-hour employees that 
we have. I don't have that information at my fingertips. 

[1820] 
 
 B. Simpson: Thanks, Roger, for the presentation. I 
appreciate some of the explicit comments that you 
brought for this general area because the chamber has 
been making presentations on the general themes, so 
that was helpful. 
 The one that I'm interested in is your comments 
around the value-added sector. If you could be a little 
bit more explicit, if you've got some more information 
about how that sector could be assisted…. 
 
 R. Solly: No. It's a difficult one. I think, as you are 
well aware, that the situation with the softwood is that 
their duties were based on a finished product that in 
effect took the lumber and finished it. So their duties 
were at a higher base than the mills, and I don't have a 
suggestion. Obviously, they've been hurt by it, because 
it really puts them at a disadvantage to compete out-
side of the country. 
 
 B. Simpson: Okay. So it's an area that you'd like us 
to examine. 
 
 R. Solly: It's an area that I think some thought 
should be given to. I'm sure that members from that 

industry have done a lot of thought. Perhaps they 
should be contacted. 
 
 J. Horgan: I want to echo Bob's comments that 
you're the first representative from the chamber that 
narrowed in specifically on concrete issues rather than 
talking in general terms. I certainly appreciate that, and 
all the other members do as well. 
 You did raise a new issue, and that is that you 
talked about publishing capital project inventories. 
Have some fun with that. Talk for a couple of minutes 
about that. 
 
 R. Solly: I think I borrowed that one from the B.C. 
chamber as well. 
 
 J. Horgan: That's the first I've heard of it, so I must 
have missed them. 
 
 R. Solly: I think the idea behind it is: in capital 
projects there is a procedure involved. A project is 
approved. Dollars are then set aside by Treasury 
Board. I think a lot of that probably stays within the 
ministry. 
 It would create a more open and — to use the 
jargon of the day — transparent reporting of what's 
ongoing from a provincial point of view. They're all 
capital dollars that we're talking about here. But it 
would create more transparency with respect to ma-
jor capital expenditures undertaken by the province. 
That's all. 
 
 J. Horgan: It speaks to the point that Roger 
made. I know — certainly with education capital — 
for example, there's a planning phase, there's a land 
acquisition phase, and then there's a construction 
phase. That is, to the best of my knowledge, internal 
information. 
 I know that if you're at a school board meeting in 
an area where there's growth in the school board, they 
want to know when that school is going to get built. It's 
a land issue for the trustees. They can't talk about it. If 
there are people from the ministry there, they won't 
talk about it. Certainly, in the area of school capital, I 
agree with you that a more transparent view of just 
what stage you're at in the process…. 
 
 R. Solly: Yeah, depending on the stage. Obviously, if 
you're in a negotiating situation to acquire land, you don't 
want to give away the pot of gold before you actually 
have the deal consummated. 
 
 I. Black: I want to pick up on one of your remarks 
about P3s. Further to the notion of the inventory of 
capital projects, there's about a hundred billion dollars' 
worth of capital projects ongoing right now to restore 
the things like the transportation infrastructure deficit, 
etc., going back several years. During the mid- to late 
'90s there were a lot of cabinet ministers of the day who 
made very positive and almost necessity-type com-
ments relative to using P3s. 
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 Of course, in recent weeks and months it's become 
a political football once again as this government has 
actually taken up the use of P3s. It's now an interesting 
seesaw argument back and forth. As one who's arm's 
length from the political system, I want to explore your 
comment about why you are encouraging the use of 
P3s and why the chamber does view them as beneficial 
to the community, etc. 
 
 R. Solly: I think to me one of the main benefits of 
the P3 is where you have an operation such as a health 
care facility, maybe even a hospital…. I think Abbots-
ford has the hospital that's under a P3. 

[1825] 
 You have the opportunity to…. Maybe I'm going to 
shoot my mouth off a little bit. Private operators seem 
to have the ability to be a little more flexible, quite of-
ten, in their operations. That flexibility can often result 
in efficiencies and lower operating costs. I think that's 
one of the areas that our society can benefit from. 
 It certainly has a significant involvement in these 
kinds of projects, but from the operational point of 
view, you turn it over to the free enterprise people who 
do that very well. It's a win-win. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Roger, I want to thank you for 
taking the time to present to our committee here this 
evening. I'm sure, like everyone else, your schedule is 
busy. Again, we appreciate it very much. 
 For our next presentation this evening, I will call on 
Surinderpal Rathor. Good evening. 
 
 S. Rathor: Good evening, Chair. As you mentioned, 
my name is Surinderpal Rathor — even though today is 
a bad day for us because of having a council meeting. I 
tried to leave my twin brother, who is a councillor, at 
home. The son of a gun reaches before me wherever I go. 
 Welcome, each and every one of you, to the city of 
Williams Lake — some very familiar faces. This is my 
fifth term on city council. Certainly, I'm not representing 
the council, but some thoughts I'm going to bring to the 
committee and some of the issues — not some, but the 
majority of the issues — I'm going to raise are being 
raised with the Premier by both our local MLAs and 
different ministers from time to time. 
 The idea for me is to represent those issues to this 
committee. Hopefully, then the committee goes back 
and makes their recommendation. It will not come 
from one particular minister or MLA. It will come from 
Victoria, and that would be really good. 
 Let me begin by thanking the Minister of Finance 
and the committee for coming out and listening to the 
grassroots of British Columbia. Equally, I'd like to 
thank, besides our local MLAs, Mr. Hayer, who was 
here two or three weekends back. Sometimes we think: 
why doesn't this guy get sick and tired of visiting us 
from time to time? 
 I really sincerely hope more MLAs from the lower 
mainland can visit central and northern British Colum-
bia. Then they will realize what our needs are. Defi-
nitely, the needs are a lot different compared to what 

they are in Victoria and the lower mainland — the way 
of our geographical situations. 
 I want to begin by thanking the government for 
some of the policies. I really can't complain much, re-
gardless if it's NDI funding or pine beetle action plan 
or awarding the university to Williams Lake or award-
ing the memorial complex or live site and giving 100 
percent ticketing money to the city of Williams Lake. 
I'm really delighted with those policies. 
 I wanted to go on record recommending and sug-
gesting to the committee and to the Finance Minister to 
pay off the debt. I believe very strongly that you cannot 
spend the money you don't have. We have to pay the 
debt. But at the same time, when we have so much 
surplus money — either through our resources, or 
whatever the means — I believe we have to find a bal-
ance to provide services to British Columbians as well 
as paying off our debt. 
 Most of the issues have been covered by different 
speakers before me. I'm going to reiterate that in no 
shape or form they're in any priority order. A couple of 
items I'll bring to the committee at the end, which are 
priorities for the council. Like I said earlier, I'm not 
representing the council, but I'm knowledgable about 
the issues I'm going to raise. 
 Four-laning of the highway is very important for us, 
from Cache Creek to Prince George. As we're all aware, 
the infrastructure for B.C. Rail, the safety of the rail and 
the availability of the cars to the resource-based commu-
nity…. I'm a sawmill worker. Half of the time we can't 
find enough cars for our industry to ship out material that 
we want to send to the market, and we have to use more 
trucks. When we use more trucks, there's more traffic on 
the highway and more pressure on the highway. If we 
have four-laning on the highway done, it would be fantas-
tic. The government announced it a short while back. 
Sometimes I feel the process is very slow. I would appre-
ciate it if those processes on the highway could be 
speeded up. 

[1830] 
 For us, the multi-event centre…. We are talking and 
working, and the issue has been raised again to the 
Premier and other concerned people. I would appreci-
ate support on the multi-event centre. It's something 
exactly similar to what Penticton has gone through 
recently — if you people are aware or not? It is a plus-
or-minus $45 million project, and we are hoping, with 
equal three-partner funding with the federal and pro-
vincial and city…. Everybody would appreciate it, be-
cause it's much needed. The way our economy in the 
city of Williams Lake is going, we would definitely 
need it. 
 Our ambulance service is in jeopardy from time to 
time. Being in the sawmill, I know that if you don't 
have an ambulance when somebody gets hurt in indus-
try, we will definitely do everything we need to do to 
get the injured person to the hospital. But definitely an 
ambulance is needed. When our ambulance is up in 
Anahim Lake or the surrounding area, we have no 
service, and we are depending on either Quesnel or 
Prince George. It's an hour away. 
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 I would certainly appreciate it if this committee can 
make some recommendation. The people on the call-in 
list are waiting to be called. Some extra funding could 
be made available for those people. 
 Also, I have a request to the government — and 
especially to Interior Health, through the government: 
if better studies could be done before they close the 
facilities. It doesn't make sense to me. "Today we're 
going to shut down the Cariboo Lodge; tomorrow 
we're going to open more beds." It's a perception in the 
community that somebody is playing games. So it 
would be much appreciated if, before we shut down 
any facilities, some study is done in a better manner. 
Seniors spoke very highly about their issues. 
 Another issue I had, of which I was informed re-
cently in the last couple of weeks — about $6 million 
worth. We are building a new fire hall, and our fire 
people have worked out with the city of Williams Lake 
ambulance station to have the site next to the fire hall, 
like Langley has done. 
 It's over half a million dollars we would be spend-
ing for the ambulance people, but my problem is that I 
am told the ambulance people cannot sign a contract 
before we build. My concern is why we have to spend 
half a million dollars when we don't know if tomorrow 
they will move in or not, because this has happened 
three or four times in the past. 
 Therefore, I would request that this committee put 
some pressure on the ambulance people or whoever is 
concerned. Hopefully, they can give the specs, and they 
can move in, and we will build the facility they want, 
which is partnership. We would like to have all our 
protective services together, but unfortunately we can-
not move the RCMP because of the contract they have 
at the present building. 
 My next issue is that our policing cost is skyrocket-
ing. The government has come up with the formula or 
the new plan called regional policing. As you are aware, 
Mr. Chairman, anybody under 15,000 population…. We 
pay 70 percent. We the city of Williams Lake write the 
biggest single cheque for the policing cost. Now the 
province will be charging extra money from the regional 
districts where the population is less than 5,000. 
 My problem is: how are we going to provide the 
service? When they are going to pay for the service, 
they are going to demand — not ask; they're going to 
demand — the services. But we are not given anything. 
 The police officers I have…. If they have to go out 
of the city of Williams Lake, how are we going to serve 
the city of Williams Lake? Crime is skyrocketing. We 
can't control those issues, so we need some help. 
 Last but not least, my request is…. In the past few 
years, government shut down the counsellors' position, 
the trade colleges, the nursing colleges. It's very hard 
for the resource-based communities to have the trades-
people…. I'm in the trades, being a certified journey-
man electrician. 

[1835] 
 I'm a Tolko employee, by the way — and I want to 
go on record saying that — for 32 years. My bosses 
spoke to you a little earlier. We've been advertising for 

over a year. We cannot find electricians, believe it or 
not. We are running four or five shifts in production, 
and we don't have enough people to look after it and 
do the work. So the stress is on the other people who 
are working, and they had a life. 
 We are committed to doing what we need to do. 
We need the other provinces…. Either it's Alberta, or 
it's the States. Basically, if I can use loose terminology, 
they're bribing those people to come and work for 
them. Some incentive for the nurses and some incen-
tive for the tradespeople to stay in the northern com-
munities would be much appreciated. 
 Those are some of my requests. I will be looking 
forward to seeing some of your members at the UBCM 
next month in Victoria and from time to time. 
 I would appreciate it if I could seek your support 
on the multi-event centre, the ambulance contract and 
the policing costs. These are the three main priorities 
that councillors ask for on record. 
 If there are any questions, I would be more than 
delighted to answer, Mr. Chairman. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Thank you very much for tak-
ing time to come and speak with our committee here this 
evening. I'll look to members of the committee, if they 
have any questions. 
 
 B. Simpson: Thank you, Councillor Rathor, for 
skipping your council meeting and coming out. 
 
 S. Rathor: No, I'm not, actually. The council meet-
ing is at 7:30. I can afford it. 
 
 B. Simpson: You're okay for time. 
 Mayor Scott Nelson, I know, said that he's very busy 
today. There are a lot of activities on the go for him. 
 You've listed the issues you've got. I have had dis-
cussions with council as well. You have a wildland 
interface fire plan. You're one of the first areas to have 
a comprehensive plan. I know that council has raised 
some issues around how you now move into the next 
phase of that. 
 Could you maybe talk a little bit about that in terms 
of budget implications of the next phase of actually 
doing the work? 
 
 S. Rathor: You know, Bob, it's very burdensome. Since 
this, for council, is not our area, we are trying our best. 
When we adopted the FireSmart plan, we were encourag-
ing the community to reduce the fuel and to use other 
areas. But some of the provincial funding is being made 
available to us, and we are doing the best we can and hav-
ing a city of Williams Lake emergency plan adopted, with 
the surrounding area. As you're aware, it comes under 
your jurisdiction as well as MLA Wyse's. 
 Our area is way, way bigger than what people in 
the lower mainland would expect or than they would 
know. It's in the thousands and thousands of square 
feet. When we have to provide service hundreds and 
hundreds of miles outside of Williams Lake, we are left 
with the minimum resources in town. All we can do is 
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either pray to almighty God or keep not our fingers but 
our toes crossed that nothing goes haywire in the city 
of Williams Lake. 
 We are working on it the best we can with the re-
sources we have. That's all I can say. 
 
 J. Kwan: The requests you've made to the commit-
tee here — the three items that you've talked about…. 
Have you brought them to the attention of the minis-
ters responsible? And if you have, what has their re-
sponse been so far? 
 
 S. Rathor: Yes, we have made everybody aware. 
We are working on those, like I said. 
 The multi-event centre. We just finished the study. 
The study's been done, and it's very favourable. My 
understanding is that within a week to two weeks, a 
recommendation will be coming to council on a piece 
of paper. We will send it out to the community. The 
response has been very favourable. 
 The ambulance request. I made it to you. It's brand-
new. The staff is working on the staff level. It has defi-
nitely come to the politicians' level, and we put it on 
our priority list, on the radar, to speak to the minister 
responsible when we come to the UBCM. 
 Like I said earlier, most of the issues I raised, Ms. 
Kwan, have been raised with our local MLAs, espe-
cially Mr. Hayer. Don't quit coming here. Don't take me 
wrong; I welcome — keep coming, Dave — speaking to 
them from time to time. 
 The answer is positive, but equally, I wanted the 
recommendation to go from this committee also. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Surinderpal, I want to thank 
you for taking time. I know that the life of a councillor 
is a busy one. 
 
 S. Rathor: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You've been 
in those shoes, I'm fully aware. 
 Some of the faces I know; some of them I don't 
know. Welcome to the city of Williams Lake. I hope your 
trip was pleasant. Keep up the good work, all of you. 

[1840] 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Our next presentation this 
evening is from the Lawyers of South Cariboo. Present-
ing is Constance Sauter. 
 Welcome to the committee, Constance. 
 
 C. Sauter: Good evening. The issue that I under-
stand I should be addressing tonight is the question of 
legal aid in the Cariboo. I'm just going to begin by mak-
ing the observation that a high proportion of the peo-
ple in the Cariboo fall in a gap between people who 
qualify for the legal aid criteria and are able to get legal 
aid and others who simply don't have an income suffi-
cient to hire a lawyer privately. So there is quite a large 
gap in a number of people in the Cariboo. 
 They become unrepresented litigants in court. That 
means a number of things. When they get into court, 
they take up more time within the court process be-

cause the process has to be explained to them by the 
judge. That drags things on. They often end up in court 
disputing issues that probably could have been re-
solved had they had legal advice and been properly 
advised of their rights and responsibilities, and things 
might have been settled otherwise. 
 
 [B. Ralston in the chair.] 
 
 Finally, the court registry staff is called upon to 
help them draft documents and also draft up resulting 
court orders once they finally complete things. Nor-
mally, a lawyer would do that. 
 The net result is that an excessive amount of court 
time is taken up because of people appearing without 
the assistance of a lawyer. That means, basically, an 
increase in the court budget. Or the alternative, if that 
isn't provided, is that things get backed up. People wait 
around all day. 
 The normal process is for a number of matters to be 
called for 9:30 or ten o'clock, depending on which level 
of court, in the morning. People show up — a whole 
bunch of them — and they sit around. They wait until 
their matter is called. In some cases they're there until 
the end of the day, and sometimes they don't get on 
because the court just runs out of time. Then they're 
put over to another day, and it's not the next day. It's 
the next available court day, which could be weeks and 
even months down the road. 
 This obviously has some implications for access to 
justice. From the point of view of the lawyers in the 
community, greater access to legal aid would be of 
great benefit to keep the process moving and to get 
people access to justice in a more timely manner. 
 One of the other issues we have here in the Cariboo is 
that we simply don't have enough lawyers. We are having 
some recruitment problems within the community. Much 
like doctors, a lot of people don't want to come out of the 
lower mainland. So we don't get as many lawyers. Right 
now we are about to lose yet another lawyer, just because 
he's moving out of the community. 
 We're especially low on lawyers who accept legal 
aid. What that means is that local clients are often 
given out-of-town legal aid. In terms of family law, just 
about all of the legal aid lawyers come from Kamloops. 
We have a couple here in town or in 100 Mile House. 
 
 [B. Lekstrom in the chair.] 
 
 That means that people don't communicate very 
efficiently with their lawyers. They see them on court 
days. They maybe speak to them on the telephone, or 
they see them if the lawyer happens to be in town for 
other matters and is maybe able to fit in an interview 
with a particular client. 
 One of the problems with that is that legal aid 
doesn't pay very well. The amount that it pays is $83 to 
$90 per hour, depending on the lawyer's year of call. 
Obviously, those more experienced get more. Most of 
the local lawyers are at least five years call — most of 
them, considerably more than that. They would nor-
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mally charge at least $175 an hour. So the legal aid rate 
is maybe half of what they can get from a paying client. 

[1845] 
 Another issue is that legal aid bills are simply diffi-
cult to complete. They're time-consuming, and it's just 
troublesome. Speaking for myself, that's why I stopped 
doing legal aid. It was just too time-consuming and 
troublesome to be wrestling with these forms and get-
ting them rejected because I hadn't dotted the right "i." 
That can't be addressed with money, but it might make 
it a little more economical, or it make a little more 
sense for lawyers. We might be a little more willing to 
deal with that, provided we were being more gener-
ously remunerated. 
 There are a couple of issues I wish to address that 
basically relate to the 100 Mile courthouse. The 100 
Mile court is a circuit court, which means that judges, 
clerks, sheriffs — the staff — travel from Williams Lake 
on court days, open up the courthouse, and court hap-
pens. The court was promised 100 court days per year 
in 100 Mile House, but they've never received them. 
Then when more are requested, the answer is that sta-
tistics show we don't use 100 days. Of course we don't 
use 100 days, because we're never given them. It's just 
an endless circle. 
 What that means is that a lot of people who are 
poor may or may not have a legal aid lawyer and that 
if they can't be heard in 100 Mile, they have to go to the 
expense of travelling to Williams Lake. Their alterna-
tive is to stay in 100 Mile House but then have to wait 
that much longer to get a court date. They also suffer 
from the same thing. The court list is overburdened. 
The judge can't get through everything that day, and 
now they're put over to another day. With less than 100 
days per year, they're just not getting the matter dealt 
with, and they sometimes have to return again and 
again before some answer is dealt with. 
 Another problem with the 100 Mile circuit is that 
legal aid provides for duty counsel for criminal matters 
but not for family matters. The duty counsel appears on 
list days, on heavy days where people are making their 
first appearance or maybe their second appearance. The 
duty counsel program is excellent because it gives clients 
a little bit of assistance. It tells them what their rights are 
and gives them some suggestions as to whether they 
should proceed with their court matter or, in the case of 
criminal law, whether they should maybe just throw in 
the towel, plead guilty and take their lumps. In the case 
of family matters, it's whether there really is a dispute 
here, or maybe they should just pay the child support 
that the other side is suggesting or concede on the cus-
tody matter — something like that. 
 Because there isn't duty counsel in 100 Mile, people 
never get the advantage of hearing duty counsel. The 
alternative, again, is to put their matter on the list in 
Williams Lake and maybe see duty counsel then. 
 As I say, it's a great program. It fills a gap, but it 
doesn't solve all of the problems. It certainly does assist 
unrepresented litigants. The duty counsel can some-
times make some sort of negotiations for an agreement, 
but it's not a long-term solution. 

 Those were basically the issues that we're finding 
here. There isn't enough legal aid. It's not stretching far 
enough in terms of serving enough people, in my sub-
mission. The fact the complications of that are just 
causing some difficulties really is stressing the court 
and court system. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Constance, thank you very 
much for coming to our committee and certainly bring-
ing ideas on how we could improve things. I note there 
are a couple of questions. 

[1850] 
 
 D. Hayer: Thank you very much. It was a good 
presentation. 
 I've got a few short questions. One is: how much is 
a five-year call lawyer paid? Is the legal aid form filled 
electronically? Also, is video conferencing used at all? I 
know in some areas they're using video conferencing to 
make it easy. Is that being used at all? 
 
 C. Sauter: Yes, we do have legal video conferencing 
— just to start with the last first. That causes some 
problems, because some of it has to be scheduled at 
certain times, particularly with criminal accused who 
are in custody. The link with Prince George Regional 
Correctional Centre is…. They have limited time to 
hook up with our courthouse, so certain things have to 
be done at certain times, and that sometimes does push 
other things back. 
 There hasn't been much use of video conferencing 
in family matters that I'm aware of. Occasionally it can 
be used. I haven't actually made use of it, so I can't 
speak much to it. My understanding is that it is fairly 
expensive, but it certainly would help with the dis-
tances that have to be covered in the Cariboo. 
 I remember the first question, which was what a 
five-year call would charge. 
 
 D. Hayer: Yes, and the other one was: could you 
file billing electronically to make it easier so there 
would be fewer problems? 
 
 C. Sauter: It is filed electronically now. I don't know 
whether that increases or lessens the problems. I know 
there are some problems with electronic filing. You still 
don't fill in the right box, or you miss a box or something 
like that. I think the problems could still exist. 
 As for the hourly rate that most lawyers charge, I 
can't speak to exactly what a five-year call would 
charge. I know that as a general principle lawyers start 
low and then, with their experience, work up. I think a 
five-year call might be very close to $175. I think the 
highest rate lawyers are charging in this town is some-
thing like $225. That would be for a very experienced 
lawyer with maybe 20 or 30 years call. 
 
 B. Ralston (Deputy Chair): Has your organization 
spoken to the Legal Services Society and asked that 
family duty counsel be provided in 100 Mile for all the 
obvious reasons? If so, what's been their response? 
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 C. Sauter: I don't know the answer to that. I haven't 
been participating in that. We've left some of that to the 
Canadian Bar Association, B.C. branch. They've done 
some talk. Locally we have not, as far as I know. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Constance, I want to thank 
you for taking time out of your schedule. Like all pre-
senters, people have put some time and effort into 
what they would like to say, and we appreciate that 
very much. 
 Our next presentation this evening is from the 
Cariboo-Chilcotin Teachers Association. Joining us is 
Sheila Wyse. I work with a gentleman who has that last 
name down in Victoria. 
 
 S. Wyse: Yes, you do. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Welcome, Sheila. 
 
 S. Wyse: It's very nice to be here, and it's very nice 
to welcome all of you, who I always think of as movie 
stars because I only see you on TV. 
 I'm presenting tonight on behalf of the Cariboo-
Chilcotin Teachers Association, and I represent over 
400 teachers in this district. We are proud teachers in a 
public school system that we know can serve our stu-
dents well. 
 The public school system has a history of new 
mandates from government that are not fully funded. 
An example is the teachers' salary increase in the last 
round of bargaining, when only the first year was 
funded, and boards were then forced to find the next 
two years of increases from their existing budgets. 
 Consequently, when the new policies are followed as 
they must be, then some other part of the system pays a 
price. The resources required for the new mandate end 
up reducing other services. Because of underfunding 
over an extended period, there is no longer a cushion of 
public education services that are nice to have but are 
not essential — field trips, band, swimming lessons. 

[1855] 
 A principal once told me that I had to use one day a 
month for fundraising. "Why?" I asked. "So your class 
can have swimming lessons. The board no longer has a 
joint-use agreement with the city, so you'll need to 
raise the money so the kids can continue the lessons." 
 Well, I didn't fundraise — I'm a teacher — but I did 
inform the parents that their children would no longer 
have the swimming lessons paid for by the board. I'm 
not faulting the board of the day. They had choices to 
make, but this example illustrates how underfunding 
education forces boards to eliminate some programs to 
provide others. 
 This example leads us to the current situation. Bill 
33 introduced class-size limits and limits to the number 
of students with special needs in a class. We think 
that's a good move for students. The limits are still 
higher than we believe are best for education, but at 
least most classes will be kept under the limit. 
 While it is true that classes can go over the limit  
if agreed to by elementary teachers or after consulta-

tion with secondary teachers, exceeding these limits 
shouldn't happen. The legislation requires that the 
principal and superintendent give assurances publicly 
that there are adequate learning conditions for the stu-
dents in a class larger than 30. Administrators who 
really look in classrooms will not honestly be able to 
say to parents and the public that large classes provide 
adequate learning conditions, particularly in the di-
verse classrooms that characterize our school system 
today. 
 In our district we have some elementary classrooms 
with three-grade splits. Consider the range of student 
abilities in a single grade. In a typical grade 3 classroom 
there will be students who are not yet reading and stu-
dents who are reading at a grade 6 level or higher. Now 
add in two more grades. Let's say grades 4 and 5. Now 
we will likely have children who are not reading in the 
same class as children who are reading at a grade 8 level 
or beyond. So the teacher will need to address the needs 
of students ranging from non-readers to confident adult 
readers. This goal can be more easily addressed when 
the class size is smaller. The larger the class, the more 
difficult it is to meet every child's needs. But will the 
smaller classes be funded? 
 The Ministry of Education assures us that there is 
adequate funding in the system to cover the provisions 
of Bill 33. We're skeptical. While there has been an over-
all decline in enrolment this year, a decline in itself does 
not produce an equivalent reduction in expenditures. 
Even when there are fewer students, the cost of running 
the schools is not reduced in proportion. A student or 
two from every class does not reduce the number of 
administrators, the cost of running a bus, the heating of 
the same number of classrooms and so on. 
 School district 27 has thousands of miles of bus 
runs requiring drivers, vehicle maintenance, fuel and 
insurance. The cost is the same whether 20 children 
ride the bus or 40 children ride the bus. The Cariboo-
Chilcotin is known for severe winter weather condi-
tions, which affect buses and also create huge heating 
and maintenance costs for buildings. 
 Our schools are spread out over an area the size of 
New Brunswick. As union president, I travel almost 
four hours to visit Anahim Lake. Support services, 
maintenance staff and senior management all have to 
travel the same distance. Consider that cost compared 
to other districts where travel from one end of the dis-
trict to the other is probably 40 minutes, tops. 
 The ministry talks about $20 million added to the 
budgets from last year. That's very little when the base 
is a $4 billion budget. Further, that $20 million is not 
more money than in the previous budget. It was the 
amount that was added to the budgets last year as part 
of the settlement of the teachers' strike. That additional 
funding was specified to reduce class sizes and im-
prove class composition. All of it was spent on teach-
ers, bringing 547 full-time-equivalent teachers into the 
system for a five-month period. 
 This year many districts, including ours, did not sit 
down and negotiate with teachers where those re-
sources should go. Some of the $20 million was as-
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signed to more teacher assistants or increased cost of 
fuel or administrative support for the new computer-
ized information system, ECESIS, for example. Even if 
all $20 million were spent on teachers, it would pro-
duce only half as many teaching positions, because this 
year the $20 million is for the full year rather than a 
half-year, as in the previous budget. It is, in effect, a 
budget reduction. 
 Overall, the $20 million would at most cover the 
cost of only about 300 teachers this year. This means 
there will be over 200 teaching positions fewer in the 
province compared to last year — not more teachers to 
cover the class-size and class-composition limits. If 
more teachers are required to meet the class-size and 
class-composition requirements, then where will those 
teachers be found? Unfortunately, they will have to 
come out of other programs in the schools. 

[1900] 
 Our expectation, and indeed our fear, is that the 
specialist teachers, already reduced in number by the 
budget restrictions of past years, will be used in regular 
classes, cutting out the services they should be provid-
ing. These are the counsellors, the teacher-librarians, 
the special education support teachers and the ESL 
teachers. Even if they don't entirely disappear, the time 
they can devote to support work will be diminished. 
 This district, like others in the province, is busy this 
week as they determine the actual numbers of students 
by the September 30 funding cut-off date. The official 
numbers will be available in a couple of months to see 
exactly what has happened to staffing this year. From 
anecdotal reports, we believe that losses will have oc-
curred, losses that will have an impact on the quality of 
education that we can offer our students. 
 When setting the budget for the next school year, we 
urge government to provide the full funding needed to 
meet the terms and intent of Bill 33 without the need to 
eliminate the range of other teacher supports that make 
the classroom most effective for our students. 
 In closing, I'd just like to tell you my plan for the 
three p's, because I think it fits here quite well. First of 
all, I think this budget committee needs to develop a 
philosophy. Where do you think the province should 
be going? What should it look like? How will the citi-
zens best be served by this coming budget? I think a 
philosophy is very important. 
 The second "p" is prevention. We've heard tonight 
from other people who've talked about the need for 
prevention in mental health. We certainly see it in 
schools. When children are in smaller classes, they get 
more attention. Teachers can then isolate and deter-
mine what the problems are and get help for students. 
 The third "p" in my three-"p" plan is to ask that you 
be proactive, not reactive. Thank you for your time. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Well, thank you very much, 
Sheila, for coming out here this evening to present to our 
committee. There will probably be a couple of questions. 
 
 B. Simpson: Thanks for the presentation. The ques-
tion of funding for Bill 33 was part of the debate for Bill 

33, and I'm wondering: is it possible, or will the BCTF 
be actually trying to quantify that? Because that was 
part of the problem, I think, in understanding what the 
implications are. So (1) will the BCTF be trying to 
quantify that, and (2) is that actually a doable exercise? 
Can you actually do that? 
 
 S. Wyse: Well, first of all, I think that we're going to 
see what funding is in place and what funding isn't in 
place once we have our numbers throughout the prov-
ince. 
 
 B. Simpson: At the end of September. 
 
 S. Wyse: Today was the deadline for superinten-
dents to get reports from schools, so it's just starting to 
settle down now. I think once there's a broad provincial 
picture of what's needed, then we'll see how much 
money is there. I've heard locally that there will be 
some concern about whether or not there's going to be 
enough funding, so I think that's all going to take a 
little while so that we can see it. 
 
 I. Black: I'm a bit of a numbers guy, so I start squir-
relling away through a lot of this stuff, and this is a 
wonderful area in which to do it. I need you to recon-
cile something for me if you could. In the last five years 
the student population in this school district has gone 
down almost 19 percent, and over ten years it's gone 
down almost 30 percent. In the last five years the fund-
ing has gone up almost 20 percent on a per-student 
basis from about $6,900 per student to $8,320, where it 
is today. 
 I appreciate the fact that costs of transportation and 
things are really a pertinent part in this area, but that's 
an awfully big gap between some of the messages that 
you shared with us in your presentation. Can you help 
me reconcile that and help me understand how when a 
population goes down by 30 percent in ten years and 
funding on a per-student basis goes up 20 percent that 
we shouldn't be putting more pressure on the school 
board as to how they're spending that money locally? 
 
 S. Wyse: Well, I appreciate the fact that you're a 
numbers person. You'll have to appreciate the fact that 
I'm not. I'm not the school board representative here; 
I'm the teachers' representative. What I do see is that 
the increased costs are exactly what you said. They are 
continuing to increase, and despite the fact that we 
have declining enrolment, we still have a school. 
Whether the school is half full, completely full or three-
quarters full, you still have a number of services that 
have to be provided. 

[1905] 
 My concern is that when government brings in a 
new initiative, if it's not funded, it's not a gift to any-
body. So my caution and my advice to this group is to 
please look very carefully when you're looking at the 
budget to see that what you have promised you are 
able to fulfil and that you don't jump in and promise 
more things that can't be funded. 
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 J. Horgan: I'm loath to get into this too deeply be-
cause when we were debating Bill 33 in the Legislature, 
it was this very issue that created an enormous chasm 
between myself and the Chair that we've reconciled 
only now in the last couple of days. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): So for God's sake, be good. 
 
 [Laughter.] 
 
 J. Horgan: He's still in a position of authority on 
this question, but it does have to do with funding the 
implications of Bill 33. Certainly, in my school dis-
tricts…. I have two in my constituency: 62 and 79. One 
is increasing in enrolment; one is declining in enrol-
ment. In both situations, talking to the superintendents 
and the trustees in those areas…. 
 I appreciate that you're a teacher, Sheila, but from 
your perspective, looking at another district — just to 
take you out of Williams Lake for a moment — how do 
you reconcile the notion that you've got two districts 
going in opposite directions with respect to the num-
bers that Iain has just outlined for us, yet their concerns 
are exactly the same? That is, how do we address the 
needs in the classroom with the compressed time line 
that's been given for meeting the class size and class 
composition requirements of the new act, having been 
approved by the principal, the superintendent, the 
PACs and various other people — and then getting to 
the school board all in three weeks? 
 It's not so much a fiscal issue at this point. It's a matter 
of: how do you operationalize, as you said, yet another 
process laid down on top of the school district? Take your-
self out of Williams Lake, and tell me how that happens. 
 
 S. Wyse: Well, the whole process of Bill 33 and these 
deadlines that have to be in place…. They're needed for 
Bill 33, but we've always had the problem — this would 
be school districts throughout the province have the prob-
lem — that funding is based on student enrolment on 
September 30. Everything is geared towards: how many 
students do we have on September 30? And everybody is 
desperate to get students registered in their classes. 
 In the lower mainland what happens now is that 
you've got districts trying to recruit from other districts 
in order to get that funding. That's not a new problem. 
We have traditionally always had the problem of Sep-
tember 30 being a deadline by which you then know 
what you're going to be able to spend for the coming 
year. You know what you've got, and it's hard to put 
resources in place, whether it's here or any district. 
 
 D. Hayer: Thank you very much for your presenta-
tion. I have three cousins who are teachers, and my 
daughter is studying to be a teacher, so I can relate to 
some of these things you're saying. 
 Surrey has a different problem. That's the area I 
represent. Our population is going up, so we need 
more and more teachers. On the other hand, some of 
the areas with populations going down have different 
issues.  

 My question to you: if the population goes down, 
do you think they should still keep the same number 
of teachers if the numbers of students are going 
down? Or if the numbers of students go down, 
should they maybe adjust the number of teachers to 
lower numbers? 
 
 S. Wyse: Well, I think you are not going to have an 
empty school full of teachers. That doesn't make sense. 
There's going to have to be a situation where when a 
school is in such declining enrolment, that it's lost so 
many students, it's going to have to lose some teachers. 
Conversely, in places like Surrey where they're increas-
ing, they need to bring those teachers in. I'm not saying 
that we need to keep teachers for the sake of keeping 
the building full, but I am saying that it's really impor-
tant for students to be in smaller classes, and for that 
we need more teachers. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Well, Sheila, I'm sure we 
could spend all evening and probably the better part of 
the week talking about this issue, but I want to thank 
you for coming forward to present to our committee. 
As I've indicated to all the others, certainly every pres-
entation is given full consideration by our committee, 
so I thank you for taking the time. 
 Our next presentation this evening. I will call the 
100 Mile House and District Women's Centre Society. 
Terri Lewis is…. Terri isn't with us yet? 

[1910] 
 Okay, Terri was our last registered presenter. We could 
at this time move to the open-mike session, and if Terri 
comes, we would go back and entertain her presentation. 
 I'll call on our first open-mike presenter, Mr. Doug 
Belsher. 
 Under this process on the open mike session, we 
run a five-minute. It varies from the 15-minute presen-
tation. The presenter presents to the committee, and 
there are no questions or dialogue under that. 
 Good evening, Doug, and welcome to the committee. 
 
 D. Belsher: Good evening, and thank you for hear-
ing me. I'm sorry I haven't got a more formal presenta-
tion, but I only learned of your visit midday today. I'm 
a resident of Williams Lake, a senior citizen and also a 
member of the Canadian Snowbird Association, which 
is a national not-for-profit advocacy organization dedi-
cated to actively defending and improving the rights 
and privileges of travelling Canadians. 
 In 2002 the Canadian Snowbird Association under-
took a national evaluation of federal, provincial and 
territorial government policies of importance to travel-
ling Canadians. In order to gauge the levels of im-
provement from our initial recommendation, the CSA 
undertook a follow-up study during the summer and 
fall of 2005. What was examined was the following: the 
preservation of health coverage for regular travellers, 
access to emergency health coverage when travelling, 
access to prescription drugs for use during travel, ac-
cess to voting rights for travellers and availability of 
government information. 
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 I'm sorry to report that B.C. did not rate very high 
on the scorecard, and I do have a scorecard here. In 
fact, in the area of access to emergency health coverage 
when travelling, British Columbia was the lowest in all 
of Canada. In the area of access to prescription drugs 
for use during travel, British Columbia was again the 
lowest in all of Canada. 
 Canadians who embark on long-term travel none-
theless pay a full year of taxes to the federal govern-
ment and to their provincial or territorial governments. 
They must pay for infrastructure and other govern-
ment services that they do not use for a full year, but 
one thing they expect and deserve is to have full, equal 
access to the health care and drug coverage for which 
they pay taxes. Unfortunately, in many cases these tax-
payers are denied the same benefits as those who re-
main at home. Canadians should not have to choose 
between exercising their right to travel and having 
access to the health care they may need. 
 British Columbia's practice for reimbursing Cana-
dians for health services required while abroad contra-
venes subparagraph 11(1)(b)(ii) of the Canada Health 
Act. B.C. reimburses only $75 for emergency in-patient 
hospital care for adults and children. This is the lowest 
rate of out-of-country reimbursement in all of Canada. 
While B.C. would not disclose its day rate provided for 
emergency service required while within B.C., $75 is 
well below the average rates paid for in-province ser-
vices in all other Canadian jurisdictions. B.C. is also 
one of the few jurisdictions that does not reimburse 
emergency out-patient hospital services at all. 
 Our recommendation is to reimburse emergency in-
patient and out-patient services required by travellers 
at the same rate per day as that paid for similar ser-
vices within the province and continue to update these 
rates to match changes in real costs. 
 I could comment, too, on the prescription drugs if I 
have time. If not, we'll leave it at that. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Couple minutes left, Doug. 
 
 D. Belsher: Access to prescription drugs for use 
during travel. British Columbia's Pharmacare program 
only covers 30-day supply for short-term prescription 
drugs and first-time prescriptions of maintenance 
drugs, the smallest permissible supplies in Canada. 
This is well below the six-month period that B.C.'s own 
rules allow residents to be out of the country without 
jeopardizing their eligibility for health coverage. Re-
peat prescriptions of maintenance drugs are covered 
up to a 100-day supply, which again is well below the 
six month permitted travel period. 

[1915] 
 Unlike many other jurisdictions, B.C. does not 
cover prescription drugs obtained outside the prov-
ince. The government tells us that it is examining op-
tions that may allow vacationing British Columbia 
residents to continue receiving Pharmacare drug bene-
fits, but nothing has been confirmed. 
 Our recommendation is to amend the Pharmacare 
program to permit — at the discretion of physicians 

and pharmacists — travellers to be covered for a sup-
ply of prescription medication equal to the permitted 
travel time out of the province. Reimburse the cost of 
medication prescribed by appropriately accredited 
physicians and dispensed outside of the province at the 
same rate as if purchased in the province. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Thank you, Doug. As I indicated, 
on the open mike there is no question-and-answer period. 
But your presentation that you've just given…. If you had 
a copy that you could leave with us, I will ensure that all 
members get a printed copy. Certainly, the information 
you've provided is of interest to all of us to have a look at. 
 
 D. Belsher: The entire report by the Canadian 
Snowbird Association — which incidentally has 80,000 
members — is on the website, which I'll give to you as 
well. It's more complete than what I have here. Thank 
you for hearing me. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Our next presenter under the 
open-mike session…. I will call John Dressler. 
 Good evening, John. How are you? 
 
 J. Dressler: I'm fine, thank you. 
 You are considering the economic challenges to the 
province. One is an inadequate minimum wage in this 
province. We have an ostensible minimum wage of $8 
an hour. The neighbouring territory of the Yukon has a 
minimum wage of $8.25 an hour. Surely, British Co-
lumbia can do better than that. We have too many 
working poor. Many organizations have spelled out 
the extent of that problem. You're very well aware of it. 
 We have, in addition, a training wage of $6 an hour 
for 500 hours. When a person — a man, a woman, a 
young person — goes to work at a $6 training wage, 
they are the lowest-paid working person in Canada. In 
this province, at this moment, in this particular set of 
circumstances, that is unacceptable. 
 There are employers who abuse that training wage. 
How many people need 500 hours to acquire the skills of 
an entry-level job? They don't. It is abused, unfortu-
nately, by perhaps a few employers, but a province that 
allows that kind of abuse is perpetuating a wrong. So I 
would ask that you as legislators consider that carefully. 
 You wouldn't work for $6 an hour. You wouldn't 
want one of your children to work for $6 an hour. You 
wouldn't want one of your grandchildren to work for 
$6 an hour. Why is it presently acceptable? As legisla-
tors, it is incumbent on you to look carefully at that. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Thank you very much, John, 
for taking the time to come and speak to our committee 
here this evening. I appreciate that. 
 Our next presenter under the open mike…. I will 
call on Walt Cobb. 
 
 W. Cobb: Welcome to the Cariboo. Jenny, I didn't 
get to shake your hand earlier as you were talking 
when I went around the table, but welcome back to the 
Cariboo. 
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 I guess as a private entrepreneur now, a small 
business man, what I heard here tonight — it didn't 
seem to matter whether it was the seniors, whether it 
was the city council members or whatever…. A lot of 
the projects, or what was being talked about, were 
capital projects. One of the projects that I think the gov-
ernment needs to carry on with, of course — it was 
talked about through the industry people — is the con-
nector. There's the fire hall and whatnot. 
 What I think the Finance Committee needs to be 
cognizant of is that right now, thanks to some of the 
policies in place, we have a very buoyant economy. 
That could or could not last for a long period of time. 
 I think that when you're looking at capital projects, 
that's fine, because they are one-shot deals. But when 
you're putting new programs in place, the Finance 
Committee and the treasurer and the Finance Minister 
need to be aware that those programs should be sus-
tainable over a long period of time. 
 We can't guarantee what the economy is, but as the 
Finance Committee and as the Finance Minister, you 
can be aware of the future incomes and the possibilities 
that we may not have this windfall for a long period of 
time. If the programs were in place, they should be 
sustainable so that it would not be necessary to go 
through what we had to go through when we took 
over government in 2001. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Thank you, Walt, for taking 
the time. It's always good to see you again. We appre-
ciate all the people that have taken time out of their 
schedule to come and give us their views and ideas. 
 At this time I'm going to call for Terri Lewis again. 
I'm not sure if Terri has made it yet. 
 It presently stands at 7:20. Our open-mike session 
was slated for 7:35. We have no further presenters at 
this time. I'm going to call a recess until 7:35 in case 
somebody within the public had planned on coming at 
that time to address our committee. 
 The committee will stand recessed for roughly 15 
minutes until 7:35. 
 
 The committee recessed from 7:20 p.m. to 7:36 p.m. 
 
 [B. Ralston in the chair.] 
 
 B. Ralston (Deputy Chair): We have one further 
presenter at open mike, and that's Andrew Hopkins. 
 Andrew, if you could come forward, please. 
 
 A. Hopkins: I will clarify. I'm a member of the me-
dia here, and I might be talking to some of you guys 
after, but I thought I may as well take the opportunity 
to speak as a taxpayer and as a citizen. 
 An issue that I've been concerned about for quite 
awhile is youth involvement in politics and in the daily 
business of the province, of the city, of any level. I 
think if you look at a meeting like this, we've had some 
very strong presenters and they're passionate about a 
lot of things, but we haven't had many presenters un-
der the age of — I think we can say fairly — 30, 35, 

something like that. I am 23 as of today, but I wouldn't 
consider myself a typical 23-year-old because I am here 
and I am in a job that maybe is not typically for 23-
year-olds. But I think that there are some things that 
can be done to get young people involved. It's impor-
tant, because I think that a lot of this whole young-
person demographic has been left out of the system 
currently because they just don't show up to vote. 
 Now, I know that you guys have some committees 
looking at electoral reform and this sort of thing. I was 
talking to Bob. I'm not exactly clear what it is that's 
going on, but I do know, also, that you have a Health 
Committee that's going out to look at youth and over-
weight issues — this sort of thing. Maybe some spend-
ing might go toward getting a committee out there and 
finding out how we can get young people directly in-
volved in the system. 
 
 [B. Lekstrom in the chair.] 
 
 One of the things that I think would make a differ-
ence is if you people actually made yourselves real to 
that high school age group and actually came and 
talked to people about it, because you guys do an aw-
fully good job of making yourselves look pretty boring 
when we watch you in the Legislature there. I know 
that, dealing with Bob and Charlie and some of the 
others who have come through here, you aren't as bor-
ing and dull as that makes you out to be. I really think 
that there is an opportunity here if you guys make 
yourselves real. I mean, if it's just volunteer time for 
you guys to go…. I don't know. You already have very 
busy schedules, obviously, so maybe it needs — in 
terms of connecting it to financing — some money in 
terms of having more support for yourselves, the con-
stituency office, staffing, this sort of thing, in order to 
allow you to do more community stuff and get out to 
the schools. 

[1940] 
 This committee right here. Why is there no meet-
ing scheduled at a high school? Obviously, they're not 
coming to you, so maybe you have to go to them. 
Who knows? Maybe they'd have the same issues — 
homelessness, we've heard lots about. There are all 
kinds of issues. You've heard them all so I won't list 
them. But essentially, to get youth involved, I think 
steps have to be taken, and there does have to be 
some spending. I don't see, obviously, huge spending. 
There are other large priorities that you have, but I 
think there are opportunities to spend, again, to just 
get youth involved. 
 I don't have all the answers. I'm paying you, hope-
fully, to come up with some of these answers for me. 
Again, I think that — totally non-financially related — 
you need to bring the voting age down to make it 
more real. You tell kids, "We want you involved," and 
then you say: "Take your hands out of the cookie jar. 
You can't be involved." I really think that lowering 
that age…. 
 There are all kinds of things that can be done. I 
think that maybe it starts with some sort of committee 
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like this that would travel around the province and 
would come up with some targets and suggestions. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Andrew, I want to thank you. 
 A couple of points, and you raised some good ones. 
For the youth, I can tell you that the Health Committee 
is touring. The Health Committee is scheduled to go to 
Williams Lake Secondary on October 18. Again, a great 
opportunity. 
 I can't speak for all MLAs, but it's certainly my ex-
perience since 2001 that the colleagues I've worked 
with from both sides of the House make every effort to 
get out. I attend schools. I speak to the classrooms. It's 
not an area as an elected official that you can push your 
way into. It's most times at the invitation of a class-
room or a group of teachers that have asked you to 
come and talk about the system. 
 I, too, agree it's important that we educate our 
young people about our electoral system — the job and 
how they can be involved. 
 

 A. Hopkins: Maybe some money could go towards 
funding programs for the schools that would allow you 
to access without an invitation. I'm not sure how that 
would work. 
 
 B. Lekstrom (Chair): Again, we're in a dialogue 
here that I've tried to avoid with my members. MLA 
offices are funded, and they have the ability to get out 
there, so I don't think it's a funding issue. I think most 
will do everything they can to make themselves avail-
able to the youth. 
 I thank you for your presentation. 
 That concludes our hearing here this evening. We 
have gone through all of the presenters that have wished 
to speak to the committee. I want to thank the residents of 
Williams Lake and surrounding area for their participa-
tion and, with that, wish everyone a good night. 
 We stand adjourned. 
 
 The committee adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 
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