
1

Originated: March 2001
Updated: September 2001 

RE: APPLICABLE ACTS AND REGULATIONS FOR OIL AND GAS 
EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN SASKATCHEWAN

This bulletin is intended to provide a summary of some of the applicable acts and regulations 
relating to petroleum and natural gas drilling and seismic exploration in Saskatchewan, and to 
identify the responsible provincial regulator.  This bulletin is not a complete summary of acts 
and regulations applicable to oil and gas developments in Saskatchewan, and is not a substitute 
for the full text of the listed acts and regulations.  It is the proponent's responsibility to ensure 
that all requirements have been met before initiating any project.

This bulletin was prepared by Saskatchewan Economic and Co-operative Development in 
cooperation with the four main provincial agencies involved with regulating oil and gas 
exploration and development.  Those regulators are:  Municipal Affairs and Housing; 
Saskatchewan Energy and Mines (SEM); Saskatchewan Environment and Resource 
Management (SERM); and Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food (SAF).
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Department Acts/Regulations Purpose
Municipal
Affairs and
Housing

The Rural Municipality Act, 1989 (Ref.#  R-26.1)
- The Rural Municipalities Oil Well and Gas Well
  Drilling Fee Schedule Regulations (Ref.#  Reg 8)

The Heritage Property Act (Ref.# H-2.2)

The Planning and Development Act, 1983 (Ref. #-13.1)
- The Subdivision Regulations ((Ref. #  Reg 1)

The Urban Municipality Act, 1984 (Ref #  U-11)

Pertains to the authority of rural municipalities.

Preservation, Interpretation and Development
of certain aspects of Heritage property.

Applies to planning and development in rural, 
urban and northern municipalities.

Pertains to the authority of all urban 
municipalities.

SEM The Crown Minerals Act (Ref.#  C50.2)

The Mineral Resources Act, 1985 (Ref.#  M-16.1)
- The Seismic Exploration Regulations, 1999
  (Ref.# Reg 2)

The Oil and Gas Conservation Act (Ref.#  O-2)
- The Oil and Gas Conservation Regulations, 1985
 (Ref.# Reg 1)

Applies to the granting and acquiring of rights 
to, and interests in, Crown minerals, and Crown 
mineral lands in Saskatchewan.

Pertains to the exploration, development, 
conservation, and management of mineral 
resources.  The regulations provide rules and 
regulations that will provide safety to the public 
from seismic operations.

Applies to the conservation of oil and gas 
resources.  The regulations pertain to well 
licensing; the Oil and Gas Environmental Fund; 
prohibited drilling areas; approval of drilling; 
and completion of operations.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Saskatchewan Energy and Mines:

Brian Mathieson
Director, Petroleum Development Branch
2101 Scarth Street
REGINA SK     S4P 3V7 
Phone: (306) 787-2593     Fax: (306) 787-2478

Department Act/Regulations Purpose
SERM The Environmental Assessment Act (Ref.#  E-10.1)

The Wildlife Habitat Protection Act (WHPA)
(Ref.#  W-13.2)
- The Wildlife Habitat Lands Disposition and 
  Alteration Regulations (Ref.#  Reg 1)

The Environmental Management and Protection Act 
(EMPA)
(Ref.# E-10.2)

The Provincial Lands Act (Ref.# P-31
The Resource Lands Regulations (Ref.# Reg 3)

The Fisheries Act, 1994 (Ref. # F-16.1)

The Forest Resources Management Act (Ref.#  F-19.1)

The Wildlife Act
- Wild Species at Risk Regulations

To assess the impact of new developments
on the environment.

Provides for the management of some Crown 
agriculture lands for wildlife.

The WHPA applies only to certain Sask. Crown 
agricultural (primarily grazing) lands 
administered by SAF.  The Act lists the affected 
lands.  The regulations provide for certain types 
of activity, including most O&G activity, which 
are considered acceptable, and provide a 
mechanism (Minister’s approval) for 
development which has potential to adversely
affect the habitat value (for O&G, usually 
development at a density of >4 wells per ¼ 
Section).

Applies to the management and protection 
of the environment.  Specific environmental 
protection requirements which are addressed 
under The Oil and Gas Conservation Act are
exempt from the EMPA.

The administration of provincial lands in 
Saskatchewan.

The Fisheries Act (Saskatchewan) pertains to 
management of the Fishery. The Fisheries Act
(Canada) deals with habitat.

Deals with how Crown forest lands are managed.

Pertains to wildlife management and protection.
The Wild Species at Risk Regulations provide for 
protection of named endangered and threatened 
species of plants and animals

SAF The Provincial Lands Act (Ref.#  P-31)
- The Provincial Lands Regulations (Ref.#  SR 145/68)

The administration of provincial lands in 
Saskatchewan.
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Saskatchewan Environment and Resource Management:

Graham Mutch
Project Manager, Environmental Assessment Branch 
3211, Albert Street
REGINA SK     S4S 5W6
Phone: (306) 787-6241     Fax: (306) 787-0930

Rick Stilling
Provincial Manager, Oil and Gas Development
112 Research Drive
SASKATOON SK   S7K 2H6
Phone: (306) 933-7933     Fax (306) 933-8442
Regional Contacts:

Saskatchewan Environment and Resource Management’s Regional Contacts:

West Boreal EcoRegion (Meadow Lake)
Randy Slater
Oil and Gas Co-ordinator
Unit 1
201-2nd Street West
Meadow Lake SK
S9X 1C7
Phone: (306) 236-7553     Fax (306) 236-7677

Grassland EcoRegion (Swift Current)
Wayne Luchenski
Oil and Gas Co-ordinator
350 Cheadle Street W 
Swift Current SK 
S9H 4G3
Phone: (306) 778-8260     Fax (306) 778-8212

Maureen Sigmeth
Oil and Gas Co-ordinator
350 Cheadle Street W 
Swift Current SK 
S9H 4G3
Phone: (306) 778-8261     Fax (306) 778-8212
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Parkland EcoRegion (Saskatoon)
Neil LaBorde
Land Use Specialist
(west half of Ecoregion)
112 Research Drive
Saskatoon SK
S7K 2H6
Phone: (306) 933-6532     Fax (306) 933-8442

Rick Wright
Oil and Gas Co-ordinator
(east half of Ecoregion)
Box 2170
(256- 2nd  Ave W)
Melville SK S0A 2P0
Phone: (306) 728-7494     Fax (306) 728-7447

East Boreal EcoRegion (Prince Albert)
Pat Springinotic
Oil and Gas Co-ordinator
800 Central Avenue
Box 3003
Prince Albert SK
S6V 6G1
Phone (306) 953-2878     Fax (306) 953-2502

Municipal Affairs and Housing:

Ralph Leibel
A/Regional Manager
Community Support Services
1855 Victoria Avenue
REGINA SK     S4P 3V7
Phone: (306) 787-2893     Fax (306) 787-8748

Saskatchewan Agriculture and Food:

Gordon Bue
Regional Manager, North East Regional Office
Box 1480
1105 - 99th Street
TISDALE SK    S0E 1T0
Phone: (306) 878-8813     Fax: (306) 878-8810
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Jim Schmidt
Regional Manager, North West Regional Office
509 Pioneer Avenue
NORTH BATTLEFORD SK    S9A 1E9
Phone: (306) 446-7449     Fax: (306) 446-7447

Lorne Veitch
Regional Manager, South Regional Office
1-1081 Central Avenue North
SWIFT CURRENT SK   S9H 4Z1
Phone: (306) 778-8300     Fax: (306) 778-8604


