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THE PROVINCIAL REGULATORY APPROVAL PROCESS – SEISMIC EXPLORATION
(AN OVERVIEW)

How to receive 
approval to conduct 
seismic exploration?

Company obtains a copy 
of the Seismic 
Regulations 1999 and a 
copy of the Seismic 
Guidelines from SEM

Company applies to SEM for a 
licence to conduct seismic 
exploration, and explosives 
permit.  Once these have been 
issued the company submits a 
Preliminary Plan and a map for 
approval to SEM

SEM reviews/approves preliminary plan and identifies 
agencies that the company must contact for approvals.
SEM provides the company with Notice of Intent forms, 
which they must return to SEM signed by various 
agencies prior to commencement of their field operations

Company obtains access approval from 
all surface private land owners whose 
land the seismic program will cross

Company complies with any 
restrictions and resolves any conflicts 
with land owners and all agencies

REGULATORY APPROVAL IS 
COMPLETE AND SEISMIC 
EXPLORATION MAY PROCEED
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THE PROVINCIAL REGULATORY APPROVAL PROCESS – SEISMIC EXPLORATION
(DETAILED)

Address issues and 
re-submit
Preliminary Plan 
to SEM

Company obtains a 
copy of the Seismic 
Regulations1999
and a copy of the 
Seismic Guidelines 
from SEM

Once every five 
years, company 
applies to SEM for 
a licence to conduct 
seismic exploration 
and an explosives 
permit

Company submits 
a Preliminary Plan 
and a map to SEM

Company submits a 
"Notice of Intent for 
Seismic Exploration" 
and a map to all 
agencies on the plan for 
signature, and submits 
signed copies to SEM

Any restrictions are 
complied with and conflicts 
resolved.  This includes, 
but is not restricted to 
agencies such as MAH, 
SERM and SAF (SEE*)

Plan Approved
Company cancels 
program and 
submits “Notice of 
Cancellation” to 
RMs and SEM

Company makes 
revisions to program 
and submits new map 
showing revisions to 
SEM for approval

Addresses issues and 
re-submits map

Commence field 
operations

Company submits 
a "Notice of 

Completion of 
Seismic

Operation" to RM

Company Submits 
a "Final Report of 

Seismic
Exploration" to 

SEM for approval

SEM approves Final Report

SEM rejects Final Report and 
company re-submits to SEM

Revision Denied

Company negotiates with 
private land owners for 
access to their land

Revision Approved

* The approval process for MAH, SERM, and SAF occurs at this point.  See page 2 for MAH’s approval process and page 3 for SERM and SAF’s approval 

Plan Denied

SEM
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THE PROVINCIAL REGULATORY APPROVAL PROCESS – SEISMIC EXPLORATION
(DETAILED

Are there any 
heritage resource 
concerns on the 

project land?

If Heritage concerns 
(private or Crown land) 
must clear with MAH.
May have to submit a 
Heritage Resource 
Impact Statement

Company submits a map and 
a "Notice of Intent for 
Seismic exploration" to RM

Company complies with any 
municipal conditions that may 
be attached to the project

MAH
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THE PROVINCIAL REGULATORY APPROVAL PROCESS – SEISMIC EXPLORATION
(DETAILED

Company submits for all 
projects a map and a "Notice 
of Intent for Seismic 
operations" to SERM's 
regional office

Company submits to SAF's 
regional office a map and a 
"Notice of Intent for Seismic 
Operations" (Only on SAF 
Crown agriculture land)

SERM provides SAF 
with a list of conditions 
to be included on the 
SAF authorization

SERM conducts an 
environmental review

SERM issues a letter 
outlining their 
environmental concerns

SERM may request a 
project proposal and an 
EPP (if significant 
environmental concerns)

Company proposal

Private Land SAF administered land

SERM administered land
SERM issues a permit
for seismic exploration

Proceed to SAF

Company must 
get approval to 
enter Crown land 
from SAF

REGULATORY APPROVAL IS 
COMPLETE AND SEISMIC 
EXPLORATION MAY PROCEED

Note: SERM and SAF reviews happen simultaneously when SAF Crown agriculture land is involved.

SERM Process
(Crown land)

SAF Process
(Crown agriculture land)
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