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Background

This report is part of the Management series o¥ipmal surveys. The fieldwork was done in
late February to early March 2006.

Methodology

Interviews were conducted with a randomly selestrtple of Saskatchewan residents aged 18
or over. The sample was stratified geographicaity @eighted by gender to provide
representative coverage of the province.

A total of 813 interviews were completed. This ségize yields a precision level for estimates
of population proportions of plus or minus 3.5%tet 95% confidence level. Data were
analyzed using SPSS and Excel software applications

Where reported, the percentage of “don’t know” ceses is a proportion of all respondents.
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Survey Results
SECTION A: Saskatchewan Learning

Al. On a1to 5 scale where 1 is “Much worse” and 5 “Much better”, do you
think the education students receive today is better worse than the
education you received?

Generally, Saskatchewan residents have a posieve of today’s education system compared
to their own education.

* Nearly half (48%) of the respondents are on thétipesside of the scale, over three
times more than are on the negative side (15%)

* The mean response level of 3.46 is well above éutral midpoint.

Al. Ona 1to 5 scale where 1 is Much worse amsd\iuch better, do you thil
the education students receive today is betteroosevthan the education you
received?
Mean response level = 3.46

40.0 373

35.0

30.0

25.0

20.0

180

15.0

10.0

45
5.0 1

0.0 -
1. Much worse 2 3 4 5. Much better

Don't know = 5.5%

3
SIGMA
ANALYTICS

DATA MINING & RESEARCH




A2.0n a 1to 5 scale where 1 is “Very poor” and & “Very good”, please rate
the quality of the KINDERGARTEN to GRADE 12 education system in
Saskatchewa.

Saskatchewan residents have a positive view dfttee12 education system in the province.

* Those on the positive side of the scale (54%) t@nwumber those on the negative side
(12%).

* The mean response level of 3.52 is quite high.

A2. On a 1to 5 scale where 1 is Very poor and\Eeisy good, please rate t
guality of the KINDERGARTEN to GRADE 12 educatioystem in
Saskatchewan.
Mean response level = 3.52
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A3. On a 1to 5 scale where 1 is “Very poor” and & “Very good”, please rate
the quality of the POST-SECONDARY education systernm Saskatchewan.

Saskatchewan residents have a very positive vigrosifsecondary education and training in
Saskatchewan.

* A substantial majority (60%) of respondents aréh@npositive side of the scale,
compared to relatively few (11%) on the negativkesi

* The mean response level of 3.61 is high.

A3. On a 1to 5 scale where 1 is Very poor and\&eigy good, please rate t
guality of the POST-SECONDARY education systemaskatchewan.
Mean response level = 3.61
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A4. Compared to the rest of Canada, do you think ta quality of the
KINDERGARTEN to GRADE 12 education system in Saskathewan is better,
worse, or about the same?

Saskatchewan people see K-to-12 education in therme as comparable or slightly better than
other systems in Canada.

* Seven in ten residents (70%) say it is about theesguality as other jurisdictions.

» Those who feel the Saskatchewan system is bet&Yo)Y outnumber those who feel it is
worse (12%).

A4. Compared to the rest of Canada, do you thielgiimlity of the
KINDERGARTEN to GRADE 12 education system in Saskatvan is bette
worse, or about the same?
Mean response level = 2.06
1 =Worse, 2 = Same, 3 = Better

69.8

70.0

60.0

50.0 1

40.0

30.0 1

18.2

20.0 1

12.0

10.0 4

0.0 -

Worse Same Better

Don’t know = 18.4%

SIGMA
ANALYTICS

DATA MINING & RESEARCH




A5. Compared to the rest of Canada, is POST-SECONDRY education and
training in Saskatchewan better, worse, or about ta same?

Saskatchewan people see post-secondary educatidraaning in the province as comparable to
the rest of Canada.

* Over two-thirds (69%) of respondents consider th&t4secondary system to be about the
same.

* Those (17%) who consider it worse slightly outnunthese (14%) who see it as better.

A5. Compared to the rest of Canada, is POST-SECORYAducation an
training in Saskatchewan better, worse, or abaustme?
Mean response level = 1.97
1 =Worse, 2 = Same, 3 = Better
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A6. On a 1to 5 scale where 1 is “Very poor” and & “Very good, how would
you rate the quality of service from the PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM in
Saskatchewan?

The public library system receives an extraordipatrong endorsement from library users in
the province.

* More than three-quarters (77%) of respondents it positive side of the scale, while
very few respondents (6%) are on the negative side.

* The mean response level of 4.04 is exceptionadji.hi

A6. On a 1 to 5 scale where 1 is Very poor and\%eisy good, how would yo
rate the quality of service from the public libraystem in Saskatchewan?
Mean response level = 4.04
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A7. Do you use the Internet?

Two-thirds (68.2%) of residents indicate they uselhternet.

A8. In the past 12 months have you used the Interb& access LIBRARY
SERVICES?

Nearly three in ten respondents (29.0%) stated ltagg used the Internet to access library
services in the last year.

A8a. Have you used the following LIBRARY SERVICES wer the Internet?

Of those who have used library services over tterhet, three-quarters (76%) have used library
catalogues.

* 39% have used online magazine articles, while 288% have used “Ask Us” services.

* Over half (51%) of those who use library servicesrdhe internet indicated they used
some other service not listed here, outlined inctiat on the next page.

Have you used the following Library Services over internet?
% saying 'Yes'

80.0

70.0 1
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40.0

30.0 1

20.0 1

10.0 4

0.0
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catalogues articles services
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A8d. Are there any other library services you accesd over the Internet?

Are there any other library services you accessed the Internet?

Journals/database_ 10.3

Book availability - 6.1
University libraries - 5.7
Check fines/due date- 5.0

Interlibrary loan -4.3

0.0 5.0 10.0 15.0 20.0 25.0 30.0 35.0

10
SIGMA
ANALYTICS

DATA MINING & RESEARCH




A9. In the past 12 months have you borrowed librarymaterials from your
LOCAL library?

Over half (51.9%) of all respondents have borrolilm@ry materials from a local library in the
last year.

A10. In the past 12 months have you borrowed librar materials from a
library OUTSIDE YOUR COMMUNITY?

A significant proportion (16.9%) of all respondehts/e borrowed library materials from a
library outside their local community.
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Al1l. Which best describes how well prepared you thk Saskatchewan high
school students are for entering post-secondary ifigitions such as
universities, technical institutes, and colleges?

Three-quarters of respondents feel that high scétodents are prepared for entering post-
secondary institutions, although only 16% feel theyvery well prepared.

All. Which best describes how well prepared yawktBaskatchewan high sch
students are for entering post-secondary instisitike universities, technical
institutes, and colleges? Do you think they are ...

70.0

60.1

60.0

50.0

40.0

30.0

20.0

10.0

4.2

0.0 -

Very well prepared Only somewhat Somewhat unprepared  Very unprepared
prepared

Don’'t know = 6.8%
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Al12. How well prepared do you think high school stdents are for entering
the workforce?

A small majority (55%) feels that high school stnt$eare prepared for entering the workforce,
although only 8% feel they are very well prepared.

A12. How well prepared do you think high schooldgtnts are for entering t
workforce? Do you think they are ...
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5.0 1

0.0

Very well prepared Only somewhat Somewhat unprepared  Very unprepared
prepared

Don't know = 4.2%
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A13. How well prepared do you think high school stdents are for
participating in family and community life?

A majority (55%) indicated they think high schotlidents are only somewhat prepared for

participating in family and community life. One-tti(33%) feels high school students are
unprepared.

A13. How well prepared do you think high schooldgnts are for participating
family and community life? Do you think they are..
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Al4. How would you rate your level of awareness ofhat students learn in
school?

Most respondents (86%) feel they have at leastleguate awareness of what students learn in
school.

* Nearly half (47%) say they have a good or excelevdreness.

Al4. How would you rate your level of awarenessvbht students learn
school?

40.0
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A15. How well does the education system in Saska®lian meet your needs
for information about its programs and services?

Generally, residents of Saskatchewan feel thegigen at least adequate information about
programs and services in the education system.

« Over half (51%) stated they receive good or exnellgformation

* Roughly the same number of respondents (10%) featshe system provides
inadequate information as respondents that feglrdeeive excellent information.

A15. How well does the education system in Saskatelm meet your needs
information about its programs and services?
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A16. How well do you believe Saskatchewan’s educati system is doing in
supporting school library programs?

Saskatchewan residents give the education sysfmmsitive rating when it comes to supporting
school library programs.

* Nearly half (48%) of respondents are on the pasiside, over three times as many as are
on the negative side (13%).

A16. How well do you believe Saskatchewan's edanatystem is doing |
supporting school library programs?
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Al7. How well do you believe Saskatchewan’s educati system is doing in
using new technology like computers and the Interrié¢o enhance learning
opportunities for students?

Saskatchewan residents believe the education systeéaing a good job in using new
technology to enhance learning for students.

* Nearly three-quarters (73%) stated “Good” or “Vgopd”.

* Only 6% stated “Poor” or “Very poor”.

Al7. How well do you believe Saskatchewan's edanatystem is doing in usil
new technology like computers and the Interneintwa@ce learning opportuniti
for students?
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SECTION B: Saskatchewan Health

B1. How recently have you or someone in your houseld received health care
services?

Many respondents have recent experience with thkhheare system in Saskatchewan.

* Two-thirds of respondents (67%) say they have som@othe household who is either
currently receiving care or has within the last Gntins.

* Only 15% of respondents said it has been moredhgar ago since someone in their
household received health care services.

B1. How recently have you or someone in your hooldaleceived health ca
services? Is that ...

45.0 431

40.0
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B2. On a 1 to 5 scale where 1 is “Strongly disagréand 5 is “Strongly agree”,
do you agree or disagree with the following statenms about health care?

Health care in Saskatchewan receives good gradssne areas, and lesser grades in others.

* Most respondents feel they are treated with respbeh receiving health care.
The average rating of 4.00 is very high.

* Nearly half (47%) of respondents disagree that fbeal health region is
attracting and keeping personnel. This statemastgwen the lowest average
rating (2.66).

On a 1 to 5 scale where 1 is "Strongly disagred"&ais "Strongly agree", do yi
agree or disagree with the following statementsiaihealth care?

5.00

4.00
4.00 -

3.00

2.00 -

1.00 -

B2b. When | get B2d. When | am BZ2a. Overall, | B2e. Generally, | B2c. My local
health care, | am in a health care can get the kind have confidence health region
treated with  office or facility, of health care | in the direction seems to be able
respect. things seem to be need without  health careis  to attract and
well run. difficulty. goinginmy  keep the people
health region.  they need to
provide service.
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B2a. Overall, | can get the kind of health care | red without difficulty.

The general response to getting health care wittliffitulty is positive.

* However, there is a significant proportion (15%)edidents who strongly disagree.

B2a. Overall, | can get the kind of health careéad without difficulty.
Mean response level = 3.22
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B2b. When | get health care, | am treated with resect.

The Saskatchewan health care system clearly provespectful care to residents.

B2b. When | get health care, | am treated witheesp
Mean response level = 4.00

39.5
40.0

35.0
30.0 1
25.0 1
20.0 1
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B2c. My local health region seems to be able to edtt and keep the people they need to
provide service.

Saskatchewan people generally do not agree thathtbadth regions are able to attract and keep
service providers. Those on the negative sideestale (47%) outnumber those on the positive
sided (28%).
* The mean response level of 2.66 is low.
B2c. My local health region seems to be able t@ettand keep the people tt

need to provide service.
Mean response level = 2.66

30.0

25.0

24.4

25.0

5.0 1

0.0 -
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disagree
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B2d. When | am in a health care office or facility things seem to be well run.
Saskatchewan people generally have a positive ofdwow health care facilities are run.

* Those on the positive side of the scale massiwgiyuomber the negative responses by
four to one.

* The mean response level of 3.61 is quite high.

B2d. When | am in a health care office or facilityings seem to be well run.
Mean response level = 3.61

40.0
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35.0 1
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B2e. Generally, | have confidence in the directiohealth care is going in my
health region.

While opinions on confidence in the direction oalle care are divided, the overall response is
slightly negative.

» A slightly higher proportion (38%) is on the negatside of the scale compared to 34%
on the positive side.

* The mean response level of 2.90 is on the negsitileof neutral, primarily because of a
significant proportion (20%) of respondents whastly disagree that they have
confidence in the direction of health care in thiegion.

B2e. Generally, | have confidence in the directiealth care is going in n
health region.
Mean response level = 2.90

30.0

27.8

25.0 1

20.0

15.0 1

10.0 1

5.0 1

0.0

1. Strongly 2 3 4 5. Strongly agree
disagree

B3. Have you or anyone living in your household beediagnosed in the last 12
months as needing surgery?

Nearly one-quarter (23.0%) of respondents indictatdsomeone in their household has been
diagnosed in the last year as needing surgery.
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B4. On a 1to 5 scale where 1 is “Very poor” and & “Very good”, please rate
the job you think the provincial government has bee doing in managing the
following health care issues.

Respondents feel the government is doing a goodhjesbme areas and a poor job in others.
* Only three issues receive an average rating alhev8.00 midpoint.

» Discouraging tobacco use receives the highestyafi3.59. The lowest rating is for
managing surgical wait times.

B4. On a 1to 5 scale where 1 is "Very poor" angl'¥ery good", please rate t
job you think the Provincial Government has beengdn managing the following
heath care issues.

B4b. Discouraging tobacco ush 3.59

B4a. Protecting the public from diseas— 3.50

B4e. Providing health services within availat_ 3.00

resources

B4f. Dealing with drug and alcohol abu_ 281

B4h. Covering the cost of expensive dru_ 2.80

B4i. Providing access to diagnostic tools like MF_ 256

CT scans, bone densitometry

B4d. Dealing with problem gamblin_ 2.54

B4g. Retaining and recruiting health ca_ e
providers '

B4c. Managing surgical wait time_ 2.21

1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00
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B4a. Protecting the public from diseases

B4a. Protecting the public from diseases
Mean response level = 3.50
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B4b. Discouraging tobacco use

B4b. Discouraging tobacco use
Mean response level = 3.59
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B4c. Managing surgical wait times

B4c. Managing surgical wait times
Mean response level = 2.21

35.0 326

1. Very poor 2 3 4 5. Very good

B4d. Dealing with problem gambling

B4d. Dealing with problem gambling
Mean response level = 2.54
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B4e. Providing health services within available remurces

B4e. Providing health services within availableotgses
Mean response level = 3.09
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B4f. Dealing with drug and alcohol abuse

B4f. Dealing with drug and alcohol abuse
Mean response level = 2.81
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B4g. Retaining and recruiting health care providers

B4g. Retaining and recruiting health care providers
Mean response level = 2.43

31.6

3.6
1. Very poor 2 3 4 5. Very good
B4h. Covering the cost of expensive drugs
B4h. Covering the cost of expensive drugs
Mean response level = 2.80
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B4i. Providing access to diagnostic tools like MRICT scans, bone densitometry

B4i. Providing access to diagnostic tools like MRT, scans, bone densitometry
Mean response level = 2.56
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B5. Over the next 10 years, do you expect healthrsees in Saskatchewan will
improve, deteriorate, or stay the same?

Responses are fairly evenly divided, with sligmigre people saying health care will improve
than those saying it will deteriorate.

B5. Over the next 10 years, do you expect healthicgs in Saskatchewan w
improve, deteriorate, or stay the same?

35.0

34.9
33.3
31.8
30.0 1
25.0 1
20.0 1
15.01
10.0 1
5.0 1
0.0 -

Deteriorate Stay the same Improve
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B6. Have you recently seen, heard, or read any megges that encourage

people to seek help or information about problem gabling?

56.8% of respondents recalled advertising abouilpno gambling.

B6a. When you think of where you saw, heard, or rehthis information, what
is the first source that comes to mind?

B6a. When you think of where you saw, heard, od teé& information, what |

the first source that comes to mind?

Television

Casino/VLT's
Posters/signag
Phone numbe
Restaurant/ba
Word of mouth
Hospital/doctor
Internet
Washroom
Lottery

Other

10.0 15.0
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B6b. Do you recall any other places where you saweard, or read this
information?

B6b. Do you recall any other places where you saw, heard, othisadformation?

Restaurant/ba|- 4.7

Hospital/doctor . 1.8

Lottery [ 13

Phone numberl 0.6
Word of mouth IO.6

Posters/signagi 0.6

Other - 4.8

0.0 5.0 10.0 15.0 20.0 25.0 30.0 35.0 40.0
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B7. Are you aware that Saskatchewan Health offers jproblem gambling toll-
free help line?

78.2% of respondents are aware that of the progkmbling telephone line offered by
Saskatchewan Health.
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SECTION C: Sask Environment

C1. Did you visit a provincial park in 20057

Just over one-half of respondents (52.2%) indictey had visited a provincial park in
Saskatchewan in 2005.

C2.0n a 1to 5 scale where 1 is “Very dissatisfiednd 5 is “Very satisfied”,
please rate the following aspects of your most recevisit to a provincial park.

Those who visited provincial parks in 2005 gengradre very satisfied with the five aspects of
experience with provincial parks.

» Personal safety and protecting the environmenttieadvay with exceptionally high
mean response levels.

C2.0On a 1to 5 scale where 1 is "Very dissatisfat 5 is "Very satisfied",
please rate the following aspects of your mostmeeisit to a provincial park.

5.00
4.10 4.06
4.00 £
3.00
2.00
1.00 -
C2c. Personal C2e. How well C2a. The  C2d. The services C2b. Value
safety the natural condition of the offered received for the
environmentwas  facilities fees charged
protected
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C2a. The condition of the facilities

C2a. The condition of the facilities
Mean response level = 3.89

50.0
45.0
40.0 -
35.0
30.0
25.0 1
20.0
15.0
10.0
50 2.3
0.0 - ‘
1. Very 2 3 4 5. Very satisfied
dissatisfied

N
(o]
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C2b. Value received for the fees charged

C2b. Value received for the fees charged
Mean response level = 3.60

40.0

35.0 1
30.0 1
25.0

2157
20.0

15.0 1
10.0

5.0 1

0.0 ‘
1. Very 2 3 4 5. Very satisfied

dissatisfied
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C2c. Personal safety

C2c. Personal safety
Mean response level = 4.10

45.1

35.5

1. Very 2 3 4 5. Very satisfied
dissatisfied

C2d. The services offered

C2d. The services offered
Mean response level = 3.80

45.0 419
40.0
35.0
30.0
25.0
20.0
15.0
10.0

5.0 15

0.0 -

24.6

1. Very 2 3 4 5. Very satisfied
dissatisfied
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C2e. How well the natural environment was protected

C2e. How well the natural environment was protected
Mean response level = 4.06

50.0
45.0
40.0
350 33.7
30.0
25.0
20.0
15.0
10.0

5.0 11

0.0 -

45.1

1. Very 2 3 4 5. Very satisfied
dissatisfied
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C3. Overall, how satisfied were you with all your isits to Saskatchewan Parks
in 2005, using the same 5-point scale?

Overall, park users were very satisfied with thvits in 2005.

» More than three-quarters (77%) fall on the posisike, compared to less than
4% on the negative side.

* The mean response level of 4.05 is exceptionadji.hi

C3. Overall, how satisfied were you with all yousits to Saskatchewan Parks
2005, using the same 5-point scale?
Mean response level = 4.02

1. Very 2 3 4 5. Very satisfied
dissatisfied
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C4. What are the main reasons you visit provinciaparks?
Reasons for visiting provincial parks vary amorgpandents.

* Relaxation and recreation are the most populamugsrs provincial parks.

What are the main reasons you visit provincial park
% identifying

35.0 326
30.0 27.0 27.7
25.0
20.5
20.0 - 18.4
15.0
11.0

10.0

5.0 31

0.0 [ ]

To relax Other Camping To be with Learn more Learn about Other
recreation family  about nature history or
culture

The “other” response category is summarized irctiegt to follow.
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C4. Other

Vacation

To get away

Fishing

Beach/Lake

Enjoy outdoors

Golf

Work/other events|

Convenience

Live there

Walk/exercise

Food - 1.5

Other

[EnY
=
o

10.1

9.6

6.0

N I
w
[N

(o2}

=
o

8.0

|

12.3

14.8

1912

0.

0 5.0 10.0
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C5. Do you agree or disagree with the following staments? Do you “strongly

” 113 ” 1

disagree”, “disagree”, “agree”, or “strongly agree”?

Cbha. Saskatchewan residents have safe drinking wate

Cba. Saskatchewan residents have safe drinking.wate

70.0 66.7

60.0

50.0 1

40.0

30.0 1

20.0 1

10.0 78

0.0 -
Strongly disagree Disagree Agree Strongly agree
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C5b. I am confident that my drinking water is safe.

C5b. I am confident that my drinking water is safe.

70.0

60.2
60.0

50.0

40.0

30.0

20.0

10.0

0.0 -
Strongly disagree Disagree Agree Strongly agree

C5c. | am willing to pay more to improve the safetyor the quality of my drinking water.

C5c. | am willing to pay more to improve the safetythe quality of my drinkin
water.

60.0

55.2

50.0 1

40.0

30.0

20.0 1

10.0 1

0.0 -
Strongly disagree Disagree Agree Strongly agree

44
SIGMA
ANALYTICS

DATA MINING & RESEARCH




