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Background

This report displays data captured in a telephoneey conducted as part of an omnibus poll
organized by Sigma Analytics. The fieldwork was elamlate May 2005.

Methodology

Interviews were conducted with a randomly selesttple of Saskatchewan residents aged 18
or more. The sample was stratified geographicallyrovide representative coverage of the
province. A total of 799 interviews were complet&tis sample size yields a precision level for
estimates of population proportions of plus or ,siB6% at the 95% confidence level. Data
were analyzed using SPSS and Excel software afiphsa




Survey Results

SECTION A: Saskatchewan Centennial

Al. In what year will Saskatchewan celebrate its 1" anniversary as a
province?

Almost all residents (96%) are aware of the Sasleatan Centennial celebration and that it is
happening this year.

(This proportion is virtually identical to the rdsfrom the same question asked of Saskatchewan
residents for the published Regina Leader-Postipdlovember 2004, when 95% were able to
identify 2005 as the Centennial year.)

Al. In what year will Saskatchewan celebrate it8th@nniversary as a province?
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A2. Will the provincial government be involved in gans for the Centennial
celebrations?

Awareness of the province’s involvement is the €enial celebration is also very high, with
90% of residents saying it will be involved.

(When a somewhat different question — “have youdethe Province’s plans for celebrating
the 108" anniversary” — was asked of Saskatchewan residientise Leader-Post in November
2004, a much smaller proportion (55%) said “Yes”.)

A2. Will the Provincial Government be involved itaps for the Centenni
celebrations?
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A3. Do you intend to do something other than a roue activity to celebrate
the 100" anniversary?

A majority (56%) of Saskatchewan residents intendd something special to celebrate the
Centennial.

(A smaller proportion {50%]} of Saskatchewan resitdesaid in the Leader-Post poll in
November 2004 that they would do something oubafine to celebrate the Centennial.)

A3. Do you intend to do something other than ainsuactivity to celebrate tt
100th anniversary?
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A4. Do you agree or disagree with the following staments? Use a 1 to 5 scale
where 1 is “Strongly disagree” and 5 is “Strongly gree”.

Ada. The Centennial celebrations are helping to bid pride in our province.

There is a strong sense among Saskatchewan pbaplaé Centennial celebrations are building
pride in the Province.

* Those on the positive side of the scale (72%),wkielmingly outnumber those on the
negative side (9%).

* The mean response level of 4.04 is exceptionadji.hi

Ada. The Centennial celebrations are helping tédluride in our province.
Mean Response Level = 4.04
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A4b. The Centennial celebrations are increasing mgnowledge about future
opportunities in Saskatchewan.

Saskatchewan residents generally do not assohiatédntennial celebrations with more
awareness of future opportunities in the province.

* Those (40%) on the negative side of the scale ouitien those (32%) on the positive
side, including a substantially proportion (20%@gtthtrongly disagrees.

* Overall, the mean response level of 2.86 is om#gative side of “neutral” response
level.

A4b. The Centennial celebrations are increasingmnoyledge about futul
opportunities in Saskatchewan.
Mean Response Level = 2.86
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A4c. The Provincial Government's role in celebratiig the Centennial is
bringing attention to Saskatchewan's achievements.

There is a strong sentiment among Saskatchewaterdgsithat the Centennial is focusing
attention on the Province’s achievements.

* Four times as many respondents (61%) are on theveoside of the scale, compared to
those (15%) on the negative side, including a suibstl proportion (30%) that strongly
agrees.

* The mean response level of 3.69 is high.

A4c. The Provincial Government's role in celebmtime Centennial is bringit
attention to Saskatchewan's achievements.
Mean Response Level = 3.69
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A4d. The Centennial celebrations make me feel moigositive about
Saskatchewan and its future.

Likewise, Saskatchewan residents are in fairlygfragreement that the Centennial celebrations
make them more positive about Saskatchewan afatuise.

* Those on the positive side of the scale (56%) t@inamber those (22%) on the negative
side.

* The mean response level of 3.52 is fairly high.

A4d. The Centennial celebrations make me feel rposttive abou
Saskatchewan and its future.
Mean Response Level = 3.52
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SECTION B: Industry & Resources

B1. How do you feel about the Saskatchewan economght now? In general,
do you think the economy is getting worse, stayingbout the same, or getting
better?

Saskatchewan people have a slightly negative vigWweocurrent state of the provincial
economy, with the one-third (33%) saying it is opgttworse outweighing the one-quarter (25%)
that feels it is getting better. The rest feeléhenomy is staying the same.

B1. How do you feel about the Saskatchewan ecomigmynow? In
general, do you think the economy is getting wogegtjing better, or stayir
about the same? (Worse=1, Same=2, Better=3)
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B2. Generally, do you approve or disapprove of thevay the Provincial
Government is handling the economy? Use a 1 to &ade where 1 is “Strongly
disapprove” and 5 is “Strongly approve”.

Saskatchewan residents generally do not approtheafiay the Provincial Government is
handling the economy.

* Nearly half (47%) of respondents fall on the negasiide of the scale, compared to just
over one fifth (21%) on the positive side. The itabae is reflected in the relatively low
mean response of 2.66.

* Notably, a substantial proportion (24% -- nearleftimes the proportion that strongly
approves) of residents strongly disapproves ofjtheernment’s handling of the
economy.

B2. Generally, do you approve or disapprove ofwthg the Provincie
Government is handling the economy?
Mean Response Level = 2.66
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SECTION C: Community Resources & Employmen
C1. Have you heard of Saskatchewan Community Resotes and Employment?

A small majority of Saskatchewan residents (52%eHhaeard of the provincial Department of
Community Resources and Employment (DCRE).

C1. Have you heard of Saskatchewan Community Ressuamn
Employment?
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C2. How would you rate your level of awareness witthe programs and
services provided by Saskatchewan Community Resows and Employment?
Use a 1to 5 scale where 1 is “Very low” and 5 is ‘&fy high”. Is your level of
awareness ...

Among those who have heard of DCRE, their levelwéreness of its programs and services is
below “average”.

* Nearly half (45%) are candid about having a lovelexf awareness, compared to 22% on
the high side of the scale.

C2. How would you rate your level of awareness it programs ar
services provided by Saskatchewan Community Resswad
Employment?

Mean Response Level = 2.63
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C3. In the past year, have you used the services $hskatchewan Community
Resources and Employment?

A relatively small proportion (12%) of Saskatchewasidents reported using the services of
DCRE in the past year.

C3. In the past year, have you used the servicBaishatchewe
Community Resources and Employment?
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C4. How would you rate the service you received aml to 5 scale where 1 is
“Very poor” and 5 is “Very good”?

Those who used DCRE'’s services, rate the qualigeofice high.

* Nearly two-thirds (63%) rate the service high, canggl to less than one-in-five (17%)
rating the service on the low side.

* The mean response level of 3.64 is quite high.

C4. How would you rate the service you receive@dnto 5 scale where
is "Very poor" and 5 is "Very good"?
Mean Respone Level = 3.64

40.0

35.3

35.0

30.0 1

25.0 1

20.0 1

15.0

10.0

5.0 1

0.0
1. Very poor 2 3 4 Very good

15

SIGMA

DATA MINING & RESEARCH




C5a. Compared to other professions, would you sape social workers’ level
of caring for their clients is ...

Social workers’ level of caring is rated somewHad\ae “average” compared to other
professions.

* Twice as many respondents (41%) rate social warlaarsl of caring higher than those
(20%) rating it lower.

C5a. Compared to other professions, would you lsaygdcial worker
level of caring for their clients is ...
Mean Response Level = 3.26
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C5b. Compared to other professions, would you sayat the contribution of
social workers to the community is ...

Likewise, Saskatchewan residents rate social werkentribution to the community above
“average”.

* Nearly half (45%) of respondents rate their coniitm higher compared to one-in-five
(19%) rating it lower.

C5b. Compared to other professions, would you katthe contribution of soci
workers to the community is ...
Mean Response Level = 3.21

40.0

36.1

35.0

30.0 1

25.0

20.0

15.0 1

10.0

5.0 1

0.0
1. Much lower 2 3 4 5. Much higher

17

SIGMA

DATA MINING & RESEARCH




C6. On a scale of one to five, where 1 is “Verywd and 5 is “Very high”,
please indicate your level of trust in the followig professions:

Comparison of Professions

With respect to public trust, social workers coméabout in the middle among a group of
professions among which they were compared.

* The mean level of trust of 3.55 for social workisrguite high.

Comparison of Professio
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The charts to follow show the individual frequenitstributions for level of trust in individual
professions.

C6a. Teachers
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C6b. Police Officers

C6b. Police Officers
Mean Response Level = 3.89
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Cé6c. Doctors

C6c. Doctors
Mean Response Level = 3.91
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C6d. Social Workers

C6d. Social Workers
Mean Response Level = 3.55
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C6e. Journalists

Cé6e. Journalists
Mean Response Level = 2.71
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Cof. B

usiness People

C6f. Business People
Mean Response Level = 3.26
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C7. Generally, when you hear that “Social Servicesis involved with a
situation, what do you usually think ... that the outome for the people in the
situation will be worse, about the same, or bettethan before?

Saskatchewan residents appear to have a verydughdf faith in the ability of those working
in “social services” to produce good outcomes fope.

* A majority of Saskatchewan people (53%) feel thatpieople in need of help will have
their situation improved, compared to a relativatyall proportion (13%) that would
expect a negative outcome.

Note that the term “social services” was also beéasied. The term is both the former name of
the Department and a commonly used phrase to teseork done by the Department and its
social workers. The latter use of the term is knéaveometimes have a negative connotation
among the public, where the perceived value of ttlant service efforts is diminished by being
associated with the typically problematic and oftesis-laden nature of the work.

» Inthis context, it is a particularly positive fiimg) that the public associates good
outcomes with “social services”.

C7. Generally, when you hear that "Social Servigegivolved with a
situation, what do you usually think ... that theamme for the people
the situation will be worse, about the same, otelbehan before?
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