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July 2003

Her Honour
The Honourable Dr. Lynda Haverstock
Lieutenant-Governor of the Province of Saskatchewan

Your Honour:

As Minister of Saskatchewan Agriculture, Food and Rural
Revitalization, it is my pleasure to submit the annual report
for the twelve months ending March 31, 2003.

Respectfully submitted,

The Honourable Clay Serby
Deputy Premier
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Revitalization

July 2003

The Honourable Clay Serby
Deputy Premier
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Revitalization

Sir:

I wish to present to you the annual report of Saskatchewan
Agriculture, Food and Rural Revitalization for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 2003.

Respectfully submitted,

Gord Nystuen
Deputy Minister

Letters of Transmittal
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Saskatchewan Agriculture, Food and Rural Revitalization is composed of four major divisions:
Programs and Services Division, Central Support Division, Agricultural Development Division, and a
Policy and Financial Services Division, which includes Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation
(SCIC).

Farm Support Review Committee (FSRC)

The FSRC includes 17 members appointed by
the Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Revitalization to provide feedback and input to
the government on safety net issues.

Farm Organizations

SAFRR has made a major commitment to
ongoing consultations and regular meetings with
a wide range of producer and agri-business
organizations, such as the National Farmers
Union, the Canadian Wheat Board, the
Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association, the
Saskatchewan Cattle Feeders Association, the
Saskatchewan Association of Rural
Municipalities, the Agriculture Producers
Association of Saskatchewan, Saskatchewan
Agrivision Corporation Inc. and many others.
These meetings are essential for understanding
the needs and concerns of the industry at any
given time, and are often a way of informally
bouncing ideas off key industry leaders to
determine their reaction to potential policy
initiatives.  The minister also maintains regular
contact with less formal groups that he has
established to provide advice and direction on
various issues that may arise.

Department Organization

As of March 31, 2003, SAFRR had 916.5 full-
time equivalent (FTE) positions at 34 locations
throughout the province, with the head office
located in Regina.

The locations of the other 33 offices are as
follows:  Assiniboia, Biggar, Canora, Davidson,
Estevan, Humboldt, Indian Head, Kindersley,
La Ronge, Leader, Lloydminster, Maple Creek,
Meadow Lake, Melville, Moose Jaw, Moosomin,
Nipawin, North Battleford, Outlook, Preeceville,
Prince Albert, Raymore, Rosetown, Saskatoon,
Shaunavon, Swift Current, Tisdale, Turtleford,
Unity, Watrous, Weyburn, Wynyard and Yorkton.

The following is a breakdown of the FTE
positions:
Administration   39.0
Land Management   42.9
Livestock and Veterinary Operations   39.0
Policy and Planning   67.7
Agriculture Research   18.5
Agriculture Development   89.9
Investment Programs   72.4
Revolving Funds* 124.1
Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation 323.0
Total (Organization) 916.5

*Revolving Funds consist mostly of seasonal employment for the
Saskatchewan Pasture Program and Livestock Inspection
Services.

Department Structure
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The department exceeded its original budget
estimate primarily as a result of factors that hit
the livestock industry particularly hard.  The
severe drought of 2002 affected the supply of
livestock feed.  The government responded by
developing and delivering the Herd Retention
Program and the Livestock Drought Loan

Program in August 2002 at an estimated cost of
$16.3 million.  These programs were a
combination of grants and loans to the industry
and were based on the breeding capacity of the
producer’s herd as of August 1, 2002.

In the fall of 2002, the hog industry experienced
high feed costs and low commodity prices.
Consequently, the Government of
Saskatchewan introduced the 2002 Short Term
Hog Loan Program, which provided loans to hog
producers based on hogs marketed between
September 3, 2002 and April 30, 2003.  The total
impact on department expenditures was $1.8
million.

The drought also severely affected grain
production in the province.  The Saskatchewan
Crop Insurance Corporation (SCIC) paid out
claims that totalled in excess of $1 billion.  As a
result of the high claim activity, the department
was required to provide additional funding ($3.6
million) to SCIC to assess and administer these
claims.

The department also oversaw the following
activity that occurred within Revolving Funds
and Special Purpose Funds:

Warrants authorizing a $26.5 million expenditure
increase, making total available funding $318.2
million.  Total SAFRR expenditures for the 2002-
03 fiscal year, including statutory adjustments
for revolving funds of $892,000, were $312.9
million, a variance of $5.3 million.

The following table provides a summary of
actual expenditures, including the statutory
adjustments for revolving funds:

9
Note:  The above amounts are based on draft financial statements and are unaudited.

 
 
Fund  

2002-03 
Revenue 
($000s) 

2002-03 
Expenditures 

($000s) 

Net Assets (Deficit) position 
at March 31, 2003 

($000s) 
Pastures Revolving Fund 
(Community Pastures 
Program) 

5,723 5,554 (286) 

Livestock Services Revolving 
Fund (Livestock Inspection 
Program) 

3,091 2,920 281 

Cattle Marketing Deductions 
Fund 

3,023 2,621 4,207 

Horned Cattle Fund 380 383 223 
Beef Development Board 24 152 851 
Agricultural Implements 
Board 

6.8 - 151.3 

Agri-Food Innovation Fund 190 5,784 5,651 
Agri-Food Equity Fund (as at 
February 28, 2003 – date of 
amalgamation with the 
Agricultural Credit 
Corporation of 
Saskatchewan)  

287 1,644 2,168 

Saskatchewan Agricultural 
Stabilization Fund 

70,145 74,701 10,050 

 

SAFRR Expenditures Actual 
 In thousands of 

dollars 
Personal Services $ 23,839 
Supplier & Other Payments $ 15,065 
Transfers to Individuals $ 225,080 
Transfer for Public Services $ 47,988 
2002-03 Expenditures $ 311,972 



Year in Review

Challenging times
Drought, localized flooding, a severe
grasshopper infestation in the summer, an early
frost, and a long drawn-out harvest combined to
make 2002 a very challenging time for
Saskatchewan farmers and ranchers.  The year
began with well below normal snowfall in most
of the grainbelt, and spring run-off was below
average to non-existent in many parts of the
province.  Between April 1 and July 31,
precipitation as a percentage of normal varied
from lows of 34 per cent at Lloydminster and 42
per cent at Prince Albert to highs of 170 per cent
at Moose Jaw and 138 per cent at Val Marie.
While 2002 was characterized by a severe
drought over much of the province, weather
conditions including wind, frost, flooding and hail
also contributed to a significant reduction in total
production of grains and hay/forage.  High
temperatures in July caused heat damage, and
in early August some areas were hit by frost that
damaged crop quality and yields.  In addition, the
July heat promoted the hatch of grasshoppers –
primarily on the western side of the province,
though other areas also experienced moderate
to severe infestations.  Richardson ground
squirrels were also a major problem in the
western region.

Harvest operations started in August, but by the
end of that month only eight per cent of the 2002
crop had been combined, with another 10 per
cent ploughed under or used for livestock feed.
As of fiscal year end – March 31, 2003 – it was
estimated that 1.7 million acres of crop
remained to be harvested.  Including production
from crops remaining to be harvested, it was
projected that Saskatchewan’s total crop output
was 54 per cent of normal.  Consequently,
Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation paid

out a record amount in crop insurance claims,
and extended coverage to assist producers who
were not able to finish the harvest last fall.

The livestock sector also contended with
numerous challenges during 2002.  The drought
reduced the carrying capacity of pastures, and
the annual hay crop was considerably lower
than normal.  Across the province, first and
second cuts of brome/alfalfa hay on dry land
averaged 0.9 tons per acre, below the 10 year
average of 1.1 tons per acre.  Hay yields were
about 50 per cent of average across the
northern grainbelt, but generally higher across
the south.

Due to feed shortages, livestock producers,
particularly those in the western half of the
province, were forced to seek out feed and
forage from other areas of Saskatchewan and
from outside the province.  There was even a
highly publicized Hay West campaign in which
eastern Canadian citizens helped to provide
feed for livestock in western Canada.  Feed
shortages resulted in higher than normal sales
of livestock over the summer months.  Cattle
marketings (heifers and cows) in the 2002
calendar year increased 30 per cent over the
1996-00 average and 15 per cent from 2001.

Although marketings of cows and heifers
increased, many of these animals moved within
the province to areas that were less affected by
drought and which still enjoyed adequate feed
supplies.  Producers were also aided in dealing
with the impact of drought through the provincial
Livestock Drought Loan Program and the Herd
Retention Program.  As a result, the size of the
provincial beef cow herd was almost two per
cent greater on January 1, 2003, compared to
the year previous.

While fall moisture delayed the harvest and led
to lower quality grain crops, it helped to alleviate
the poor pasture and forage conditions.  In
addition, the reduced quality and value of the
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Crop 
5 Year Average 

(1997-2001) 
(000s of Tonnes) 

2002 
(000s of 
Tonnes) 

2002/Average 

Wheat 8,807 4,206 48% 
Durum 3,780 2,630 70% 
Barley 4,572 2,420 53% 
Canola 3,079 1,190 39% 

Peas 1,589 910 57% 

Total 25,082 13,581 54% 

Saskatchewan Crop Output

Saskatchewan Cattle Marketings 

 2002 2001 1996-2000 
Average 2002/2001 2002/Average 

Heifers 630,970 544,950 485,058 + 16% + 30% 
Cows 194,690 172,300 150,684 + 13% + 29% 

Heifers and 
Cows 825,480 717,250 635,742 + 15% + 30% 

 



Commodity Prices ($/cwt as of April 30, 2003) 

Species 
1998/99 – 

2002/03 5 year 
average 

2002/03 crop year 
(estimate) 

2002/03 as a % of  
5 year average 

Steers $82.11 $88.84 108 

Hogs $151.83 $117.57 77 
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Commodity Prices ($/tonne as of April 30, 2003) 

Crop 
1998/99 - 
2002/03 5 year 
average 

2002/03 crop year 
(estimate) 

2002/03 as a % of 
average 

Wheat (#1) $177 $214 121 

Durum (#1) $187 $234 125 

Barley (malt) $153 $193 126 

Barley (feed) $109 $150 138 

Canola $308 $388 126 

Peas $204 $290 142 
 



(�����	��
�	�������
�����
�	��������
�	
�	�����	��	����������
	�����'������&��
���
H���
�����
�
��
�����
!*
��&����������
���!�
���
��
!�������
���""����3�

��
�
�������������&
����*�����
�����$���

�
2
���������
!
��������*0�����
������!�
���������
A����%
�!���	
�����
����
�
��������!�����	����
&''&�?���������'�-
���)
��C��
���
H��

���
!
�
���������
��
�!��'
��
��
!���������	��
-
���)
���!���

�����&��
������2�
���
���!���
-
���0�
��
�!��
����������
!�������������
����
!
��&������(����!����
������A����
���&
���
��*
��
�
������
����������
������&����0
���
�����������
��������!�����(�
��������
��
��0
�
������������

��*����'�'�
�����
�����#
!��
��&������'
���2�0�2
������������
���
*�����

�����&����������
�
��������������������2�
��
��������
����
������2
����5��������������2�*���
'��
��
�����������
�
�
��
��!���������������
�
���
���
��
�����
�
��
���
���������������!����0

���2�
�
����
�!��
���
��A���������!�
���!����
���������2
����
!���
������
�
&��*�
���!�����
����
�
2
�
�*�������'
���������!�����
�
�
��
�!��'
��

-��������
&����!����!���0�����������*#��#��
�
�#
�
2���
���?���C����&
�
���
��������'�-
���)
��
�
������������

������
��
�
!
���*�
��
!������
��
�������
&����!��
��7���������
!
�����������
�
'�2�!������
��
���*�
��������2����""40
��
�����&
�
���'
�����;�
���
���!�&����������!��
?�����!������2���0������
����
�2C������
�����
���

����&���
������A�������2���
2������'
������!
�
!
!�����*������
�
��
�����
�
�����	�
��!����
���������
&����!����
!���
���
�
�
0�
��!�������
����������
�
���
���
��
���*�����'
����
���*�2�
�
�����2
!����������!����

3��������

�����!���0���������*�
�����������2
�
'��
���
���������
�
�����
���I
�
����
��
��
A��

���������
���'�����
�������
��
�!��'
�
�����!������	���!
�
!
�*����������!�����
�����
�����!��'��
��!�����
�
&��*��
*��
���������2
�
�����*�
������
������!��0�
���'
����
���*�
���!�
!�������
����������'��
����
!�����3���""�0�'���
�
�
�
�
����
�*��������5������
�
������������
�����!���������*������
���0������������
��
�5���������
��������
����;�
��
�
��������

������

�������0���
��
��
�
��
�������*������
��
����
����������
!��
�!��
�����������������������'
�5����������;�
����
��
�
!
���
�&��������
�

���
����!�����
���
���
���
��
����&��������

2���������*�2�!����
����
����!�����
�
&������
�
����
��
�!��'
�������!���0����*��
&��2�!���
�
������������'����2
����

��!�����5�

!�������
����������� �������

	��������'
�����!�
������&
�������

���

�����
�
���������������������-$$��
���
��
��'
��������������������2H�!�
&���

�����������2������������
�
������!��
���H�2��
��
�!����
!����'���
���
��
�!��'
��
���������
����������&�����������������
&����!��
������*�
3�!��
�����
&����!�������!�
����
������������

�
�����!���
����5�
��
���
������������
!���
�#
���!���
�����!���������
�
��
����
�#������
*

�!�����
�!��
����!���������!�
&
�*������������
��������
&����!���
�����
��
���'#!��������
�
����

,�������������'
���
�����'
��������2H�!�
&�
���
�!��
�����
&����!�������!�
���
���""�#"��
	������2������������
�������
���������&
�!�0
���
���!
����
��*�
���""�0�
�!��
����2*�/"����
!�������/�84��
��
���
�
�
�����9
����
������
��
��������������
�����
����������2*��
5�����!���
���H�����&���/+"0"""���
����3����
���������
�������0�����2����!�'������'
��
�������'�����
!�����
�����
�����D
��
�*�/0��""�0�!���
������
����*�
�����&
����

	���������
�
��������2H�!�
&�����
�!��
���
�
&����!�������!�
��0��������
�������
����
�
��
��������*�
!�
������	�����
!�
����
�����=

� (��
!�
&��*�
����
�*�
������&
������H�!�
��������������'�����5�
��
����
&����!�
�������
���E

� 3�!��
���
!!�������!
�
�
�������
&����!�
�����!���E�
��

�
	�� 
���������	
��������
�������������������
�	����������������������������������	
���������

$�.������� �/�(����	
���%���
�
��
0�
�����
�

/�



� ��&�����
���
������������
���
�����

���
!����'����������������
&����!�

������*�

	���
!�
&
�*�2*���-$$�
��������������

���!

����'
����
!�������������*�
!�
���
�����'�=

	 0�
	�����������������	�����
����
��
.����
���
����
������
���'�	�����
����
�
��� ��������
�


� ��-$$����&
����
��
��
�!������&����"
���
��
���-
����7
�
���!�����
�
��
������������������&
�!����
��'���

����������
����&����
�������0�����������
!�'#!
������H�!�����	����
�������������
���H�!����5
�
�����
����������/0"""���
�"0"""���
���������5
�
���*�/�
!�����
�
���
����5��!�������2��
�
2�
��
�����!���
!
�
�
���
��������5��������
������*�
��0����������
�����
��*�F4�
�
��
���
��!
�
�
��!������!�
���

� ���
����""�#"�0�
����
����������'���������
�����������2��
�����
���
��
�!��'
�0
'
���
�!��2
����!
�
!
�*������0"""���
��
�����
&����
��������5�
��
���
�������������
3��
��
�
��0��'���0"""#��'�����
�
���
�������
���������&
�!���
���*�
��

� 7������������
���'����
����
���������
!������!�
��������
�������
�����-������
�
�!
��*�
�0�
����
������%�3�����
&���
&����!�
����
�
����?3���C�
����&
���'����
�����0
���������
���F� �+��
��
���
��!
�
�
��&
����

� $������!���
���

������
�����@,�
���
���
����(��H�!����&��������B�
���@��$�
��
�
�����
&����!����&���������(��H�!��B�'���
����
����
����
���
&

�
2���������H�!�
����������0���!
����&��������0�
��

������*������������
���
������&�������
��
����������������-$$���2��
��
@�������*�������K����
����$��
��
��
�
&����!����&���������B��	�����!�����

�����
�������
������
���2
�
�0�
�����'
;����
����
���
��'����
���
�����
�����*

�
���

���
��������
���*�
�0���-$$�
�������
����
��

���2��������#��
���
!�
&
�
�����
��
������
������

����������
&�����������*�
!�
�����	�����
�!����=

� 	�����&���������
������
&��*����
����2��
���
������*�
�����
�
���
�����

�
��
�����
��0��
�����
�����������*����
�
�
�������
��'
���
������*���	�����
�!�����
�����
��
�!��'
��(����3������*
�*����
��0������
��
�!��'
��(���
15��0��������������!����0�����!�'#!
��
�!����0��!!��
�
��
����
����
����
���*
��

�
�����������������!���0�
������
������*
�������!�
���!�����0�
����
������&����
�
�*
��!��
!

��!�������
���!
�&
���'��������
����!�'#!
��������!����
�����

����0�
��
��
��;�
�
�*�'���������

� (
��
!
�
�
���'
��������
��
�!��'
�
�����!

�
������$��
��9��
!
�
�
�
��
?��$9C0����
&
�
���������
�
��0������!���

����
��
�!��'
��,�&��������$��
�
���

����2��
�
�
�����

���?,$��C������&�����

�����
����������
!
�
���
&����!�
��&���������2*�
'����	�
��
�
�

�
&��
����

��
���$��
��9��
!
�
��?$9C�!���!
�����
2������
�����������
����������
������0
��2�
!����!���0�
�����!
�
��#�
�
������
�
�������H�!��
�&��&
����
5����
!
�
�
�
���
�
�����'
*�

	���������������!����
!�&

2
�
�*�
������
�5�
��
�����������
&����!��
������*��&������
�����������0�
�2��
���
�����������
�!��
!�
&
�*�
�
����������2*��������
������������!
�
!
�����
��
���
�������
���
!�
&
�
���
�!����=

� 	������
!���������&���������-����?��-C

��������
�
�
#�
��
�!��'
�����
#-���
3���&
�
���-����?�-3-C������
����""�#"�0
���������������&
����F�0% "0/ +�����8
���H�!���
�������
&����!��
��
�������5
����
�������
����
���
&

�
2������
��������
�!
�
*�
��'
��F�40"""��������A�
&���
�*���
�
��
�!��'
��?A�����C�����&
��
�������
��;�
������������'
����
���2����!�'�0�
��
�����������������������
��
��!������
�
�����������
�
��
�
����
��
�
&����!��
������
����
�������
�
��
!������������'
�����!��
��@��'2*���B
����!��
�
����
���������
�������
&����!�
�����!����

/�



� 	����
��
�!��'
��)������&��������
-����?)�-C���3���""�#"�0�����)�-
���&
���������������F/4 0%8�������
��
����
�!�����H�!���!�&��
���2����
������*
����!����0�!
����������!�
��0�����
�
��0
2����
��0��
��
���!�������
���2���
���!���
�����	���)�-�'
�����
2�
�����
�
/884����
��
�
���������)������&��������
(�
��
��������������������'������!��=
���������'�
!�����

���������'
������
����
�
�
����������7
�
��
��	�
�
��
��
��
2
�
�
�
���(����
��
��������������
����������
��
�!��'
��)������
2
�
�
�
��
)�
����
����
���
!!�������	���-����
�

��
�
�������2*������
��
�!��'
��)���
��&���������)�
��0�!������������
5
���2����
���
�����2*�����9
�
�������
���
!������0�-����
���$��
��$�&
�
�
�
�
���

� 	���J
!!
���
���3���!�
�����
��
��
���
�
�
�
���?J3��C�
�������(�

�
���'
��
������������
����""�#"�0���-$$����&
���
F�""0"""�
������
������������������
�!�

�����&���������
���
������
��
&�#*�
�
?�""/#" C�
���������'
���J3������
����
�!��
���
��
���!�������
���&
!!
��
�����!�
�������-$$�
�������&
���
F��"0"""�
������
������������������
�!�

�����&���������
��;�
�
�*�����������!�
��

���
������
��
&�#*�
��?�""/#" C�
��������
'
�������(�

�
���'
����������3�!�

7�'�����5�
��
����
&����!���������
����
���
2����
��������������&
�!

���
&����!��
��
:���
!�����
��-
!
�
�
���3�!���
&��(����
����	�
�
�����
�����&
����
��
���
����2
���������
(��&
�!

���
����	
5�?(�	C��

�����2�
��
��
�
���

��������
���
&����!������
�
���0�
��'���

�������������0����&����
2���
����
'����
�
����
����
!
�
�
���

���
����""�#"�0��������
�����2������
���
!
�
���
��!�
&���2*��������
�������������
�������
�0�
��
�������
���������2*��*����������
�
���
��
�������'�=

/4

��������	
��

�������������
����������
���������
�������

(��H�!������������������2*��������
����������
��'�
����5�
��
����
&����!���������
����!
�
���*�2����!!�������
�����������
���*�
��
��!��
!
��
���
����!�����
��
����
!�������
������
�
�!
��*�
�0��������
������=

� (��&
�����
&����!��
����!�
������&
!���
�
���
�!�
����
�����0������������0����
�
H����
!�
�����
��0�
�����&���
2
���
���
�����
�����/0 8�0+8 �
�
�
��0�'�
!��'���
������������/�"0++ ��
�
�����0�'���

����!����

� ��!���������
&����!����&�������������
����
���
�!�������0� ������
���

� 3�������!������
����
���
!�
&
�*0�
��������
��'��
!�����0�2�
��
������
���
!�������
��
�
�������
�����
���������&
�!����� /8�

	���������
�
�����
&��
����5
�
���*
4�0 ""��
����
���
�
�
���?���0�'�
��#
�

��������0����������0��
���'�����0�2
������
�����0�!
�
2���
�����
�����C�

	 (����	
��	���

��
��	���	���
�
����
�
�����
�����


� ��-$$�
��
�
�����������
&����!����
�
,�
�
�����?��,C�(����
�0�'�
!��
��
���
�
��
�!��'
�����
������������
2�
��
�����!�
���
���!

�
����
������2����'
�������������������������
���&�������
��
�
�������������������
������

���!

�
��<��
����
�!���������	��������

��������2*�
���!

�
����������!�
��
!
����0�������
����������2
��������&��
�
!�
�����������������
��'����������
���

���""�#"�=
# 3�!��
������������
����
�
�����

�����!���
���!

�
���������F�
�
��
������F ��
��
���

# ����������1��
�!���-���������
��0
'�
!��
���'��!�����
��������������
H�
��
���!

�
����
���
!!����!
�
�
�
�����������!�
�������������
�
�
���

# $�!�
&���
����&
��������!����'
��
������&������������
��3��
&
��
�
-���������
��,�
�
�����(����
��

# ������������%
�!�%��
�	�
�
��
"�������	������5����������!��

���!

�
������������&
�
����������
(�����
��(����������	
������	�)



• In response to the severe drought
experienced in many areas of the
province, the Livestock Drought Loan
Program was enacted under The
Agricultural Credit Corporation of
Saskatchewan Act in August 2002.  The
program allowed livestock producers
access to funds to assist in maintaining
their breeding herds.

- Drought loans based on $50 per
animal unit of eligible stock were
available through the producer’s
bank or credit union.

- The loans were at the financial
institution’s prime rate and are 100
per cent guaranteed by the
Government of Saskatchewan under
this program.

- Loans required an interest only
payment the first year.  This interest
will be paid through the Livestock
Drought Loan Program in the form
of a grant directly to the lender on
behalf of the participant.

- The balance of the loan is to be paid
by the participant over the following
three years.  All loans are to be fully
repaid by December 31, 2006.

- As of March 31, 2003, lending
institutions had disbursed 2,277
Livestock Drought Loans for a total
of $11.5 million.

• The Herd Retention Program (HRP)
provided drought relief to livestock
producers who faced drought conditions in
2002.  The program details and activity
included:

- Payments to producers based on
the number of eligible livestock and
the severity of the drought.

- Drought regions were established
using Environment Canada and
other third party precipitation data.

- The 2002 program received almost
10,000 applications and has
provided producers with over $14
million of assistance.  The deadline
for this program was December 31,
2002.

• In November 2002, a Short Term Hog
Loan Program was announced, in
response to the high feed prices and
depressed market prices that hog
producers were experiencing.  This
program is similar to the one implemented

15

Program statistics for the previously mentioned Livestock Loan Guarantee (LLG) Program are as
follows:

 
      2001-02  2002-03 
Number of cattle associations  124   123 
Number of members    6,139   6,313 
Loan Guarantees (cattle)   $30.18M  $26.28M 
Feeder Cattle purchased (head)  120,315  104,660 
Value of Feeder Cattle purchased  $94.3M  $75.1M 
Breeder Cattle purchased (head)  27,217   26,404 
Value of Breeder Cattle purchased  $31.4M  $30.0M 
Feeder Bison purchased (head)  295   34 
Value of Feeder Bison purchased  $266,000  $21,100 
Breeder Sheep purchased (head)  1,225   880 
Value of Breeder Sheep purchased  $162,000  $58,900 
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Information was provided to industry groups
dealing with export market concerns about
verticillium wilt and residues in forages.

SAFRR also lead the entomology component of
the provincial West Nile virus strategy.

o Funding for research into higher value
crops such as pulses.

The Saskatchewan Agriculture Development
Fund (ADF) and the Canada-Saskatchewan
Agri-Food Innovation Fund (AFIF) are the major
channels for provincial agricultural research
funding for the crops sector.

• During 2002-03, these two funds provided
$4,808,428 to 171 projects in the crops
area.  Crop related research included the
areas of field crops, horticulture, forage
crops, plant breeding, plant disease and
pest control.

• Under the ADF, allocations to the crops
sector accounted for about 44 per cent of
funding available.  This went to 135
projects, representing 56 per cent of the
total number assisted by the fund.

• The AFIF provided $885,280 to 36 projects
in the crop area.

• Between the two programs, crop related
research accounted for 54 per cent of
research projects and 39 per cent of
expenditures.

The ADF funding activity extends beyond crops
and includes agriculture and food research and
development in the province.  In 2002-03,
SAFRR, under the ADF research and
development component provided support
totaling $8,942,543 for 94 on-going projects, 77
new projects, and 71 completed projects.

Similarly, AFIF was created to promote and
support emerging primary production and value-
added processing activities within the province.
The agreement establishing this fund, the
Canada-Saskatchewan Agri-Food Innovation
Fund Agreement, expired March 31, 2003.  The
fund will continue to operate under The
Saskatchewan Agri-Food Innovation Act with a
Saskatchewan Board of Directors.  The fund will
manage ongoing contracts.

Also in 2002-03, the department funded 22
projects for a total of $4,363,543 under the ADF
- Strategic Research Program agreement which
exists with the University of Saskatchewan.  A
number of these projects were in the crops
area.

A complete summary of funding allocations by
major project areas during the 2002-03 fiscal
year under the Agriculture Development Fund
and the Agri-Food Innovation Fund is provided in
the following table.

2002/03 General Livestock Crops Environmental 
Stewardship 
(Soils, Air and 
Water) 

Value-Added Total  

ADF 1,532,090 2,022,967 3,923,149 435,148 1,029,189 8,942,543 
# of 
Projects 

 
10 

 
34 

 
135 

 
20 

 
43 

 
242 

AFIF 1,544,776 737,221 885,280 25,769 308,035 3,501,080 
# of 
Projects 

 
8 

 
25 

 
36 

 
3 

 
4 

 
76 

Total $ 3,076,866 2,760,188 4,808,429 460,917 1,337,224 12,443,623 
Total # of 
Projects 

 
 
18 

 
 
59 

 
 
171 

 
 
23 

 
 
47 

 
 
318 

 

20
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These financial schedules have been prepared in accordance with the government’s

 
Note: Totals may not add up due to rounding. 
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Farm Type 
Farm 

Operators* 
% of Total 

Grain/Oilseed 39,940 60.3 
Cattle 17,045 25.7 

Other Crop 4,220 6.4 
Other Animal 3,280 4.9 
Sheep/Goat 470 0.7 

Hog/Pigs 420 0.6 
Greenhouse 390 0.6 
Poultry/Egg 195 0.3 
Vegetable 195 0.3 

Fruit 130 0.2 
TOTAL 66,285 100% 
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