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Replaces: Guiddines for Abrasve Blasing (Send Blading) in Seskatchewan, Saskatchewan
Environment and Public Safety, Air Quality Branch (undated)

INTENT:

To provide guidance to indusiry and government on protecting the environment during eorasive
blagting. To incorporate risk management principlesin the evauation of permits under The
Clean Air Act. To update the Air Quality Guiddine applying to al abrasive blagting, blagting,
or ssndblasting in Saskatchewan. To provide amore integrated gpproach on managing multiple
regulatory issues (ar and waste).

CONSIDERATIONS:

Saskatchewan Environment's (SE) environmenta protection principles place greeter emphasis
on user responghility, pollution prevention, risk assessment, less intervention and regiond
ddivery of programs. These factors have emphasized placing the greatest effort on issues of
sgnificant environmentd risk. SE do recognizes that polluting “up to alimit” isnot

acceptable and that the best Srategy to avoid future problems is kegping clean areas clean. The
am of this guiddine on eorasve bladting isto dreamline or diminate the regulatory

requirements for permitting individua abragve blagting operations in Saskatchewan.

POLICY and GUIDEL INE(S):
Permit to Operate pursuant to The Clean Air Act will not be required effective May 1, 2003.

The Abragve (Sand) Blagting Guiddine (Appendix 1) will provide adequete information to the
indugtry to provide environmenta protection. Nuisance complaints againg a company may
result in Control Orders or Permit to Operate, at the discretion of SE. On occasion,
sandblagting may produce hazardous wadte. The guiddine ingtructs the user to be aware of this
possibility and to properly identify and dispose of waste materid.

Exiding, lowrisk operations that are currently being permitted will be exempted, pursuant to s7
Miniger’s Ordersunder The Clean Air Act.

EVALUATION:
Complaints would result in investigation and possibly permits or Control Orders. The
Guiddine will be updated from time to time, as required.
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BACK GROUND:

In 1997 dl indugtries with a Permit to Operate pursuant to The Clean Air Act (CAA) were
automdticdly given a5 year extenson. The intent wasto provide SE the opportunity to
condder future licenang needs for indugtries based on risk management principles. Since 1997
the maintenance of permits has been & the discretion of the EcoRegion with the result thet
requirements for abrasive (sand) blasting may be different depending on their location in the
province.

SE has developed and isin the process of gpplying arisk management modd to CAA permits
in the province. Thefirgt step wasto conduct arisk assessment. Risk assessment on the
sources was done on a sector- by-sector gpproach (e.g., review the resdud risk associated with
dl grain devators, dl concrete plants, etc.). SE'sfirg sep was determining the residud risk
posed by operations both on an individua and sector-collective bass. Thase with high resdud
risk became potentia candidates for pamitting.

Oncethelig of candidates was identified, the second step was to examine them in the context
of risk management. In other words, for each of the candidates SE would determineif there are
exiging codes of practice, guiddines, IS0, etc. (menagement tools) that could be used in lieu of
permitting. If there were management tools associated with these candidate sectors then they
would be digible for exemption under CAA. If not, they would be permitted under CAA until
such management tools exis.

Asafind note, whether an industry isor is not permitted does not affect SE'srolein

regponding to nuisance complaints. Controls Orders may be used for any contravention of The
Clean Air Act. Anindudry that isthe object of complaints or does not adhere to the gppropriate
guiddines may be permitted, at the discretion of the environmenta project officer, even though
the industry group, asawhole, is consdered low risk.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION: (Required)
1. Legidative References Authority:
» TheClean Air Act 1995, c.A-12.1
= TheClean Air Regulations, Chapter C12.1 Reg. 1.

The Environmental Management and Protection Act, 2002
The Hazardous Substances and Waste Danger ous Goods Regulations, Chapter E-
10.2 Reg. 3.
= TheMunicipal Refuse Management Regulations; Chapter E10-2 Reg. 4.
The Environmental Soill Control Regulations; Chapter D-14 Reg 1.
2. Permlts/Forms

= none

3. Permit Conditions
= na

4, Reference Maerid
i) Depatment

a. Guiddinesfor Abrasve Blagting (Sand Blagting) in Saskatchewan,
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Saskatchewan Environment and Public Safety, Air Quadlity Branch
b. Canadawide Standards for PM & Ozone Status of Juridictiona
Implementation Activities “ Sasketchewan”
i) Generd (OpenLis)
a. SeeAppendix 1
iif) Outsde Department Contact(s)
none
5. Prepared by/Contact
»  Grasdand EcoRegion Environmenta Protection, Kim Halard, Environmenta
Project Officer, 306-787-1562
= Environmenta Protection Branch, Terry Hanley, Manager Ecologica Monitoring
and Assessment Section, 306-787-1372

CONTACT: Kim Hdlard, Environmenta Project Officer
BRANCH: Grasdand EcoRegion Environmenta Protection
PHONE: 306-787-1562

APPROVED BY:  Jossph Muldoon DATE: May 6, 2003

Director,
Environmental Protection Branch




