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National Roundtables on Corporate Social Responsibility
And the Canadian Extractive Sector in Developing Countries

November 16, 2006
Peace Brigades International (PBI) is a non-governmental organization founded in 1981 in Canada which protects human rights and promotes nonviolent transformation of conflicts.  When invited, we send teams of volunteers into areas of repression and conflict. The presence of volunteers backed by a support network helps to deter violence. We create space for local activists to work for social justice and human rights.
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PBI, which is recognized by the United Nations and has been nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, currently has projects in , Guatemala, Indonesia, Mexico and Nepal, and a joint project with other organizations in Chiapas, Mexico.  Working with three basic principles of non-violence, non-partisanship and non-interference over the past 25 years, PBI has become one of the most respected human rights organizations in the world.
In this respect PBI-Canada and PBI Guatemala submit Metal Mining and Human Rights in Guatemala: The Marlin Mine in San Marcos, for discussion to the National Roundtables on Corporate Social Responsibility.   This report is relevant to the current discussions because it attempts to better understand how mining has become a central focus in Guatemala.  In order to do so, the report examines two cases of Canadian mining companies: EXMIBAL, formerly owned by INCO, and more specifically the current controversies surrounding the Marlin Mine owned and operated by Glamis Gold.

As the report states, at the end of 2003, the issue of metal mining became the centre of a national debate. At the same time, harassment of environmentalists and grass-roots leaders working on this issue increased, which led to petitions for PBI to accompany various organizations and individuals receiving threats.  Since that time, PBI has provided protective accompaniment to several organizations working on issues related to mining, including: the Madre Selva Collective, the Association of the Friends of Lake Izabal, The Indigenous Mayor of Solola, Guatemalan Association of Indigenous Mayors and Authorities (AGAAI), and the Mayan Foundation (FUNDAMAYA).

The report examines the history of mining in Guatemala, the existing mining laws and conventions on mining in Guatemala, the effects of metal mining activities, the current situation of mining, and cases of human rights defenders working around issues of mining in Guatemala.  The report includes interviews with the Guatemalan Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office, the Vice Minister of Energy and Mines, environmental organizations, community leaders, church leaders and other individuals involved in the public debate on mining.  
Since the report was published in February 2006 mining has remained in the national spotlight, including several community referenda in the department of Huehuetenango which have preemptively rejected the possibility of mining exploration and exploitation in their municipalities.  The Marlin Mine continues to operate in the department of San Marcos, and the former EXMIBAL mine is in the process of trying to reinitiate their activities in the department of Izabal.  PBI is deeply concerned about the safety of the human rights defenders who work around metal mining in Guatemala and continue to experience harassment as a result.
PBI urges the Canadian government to implement the recommendations outlined in the SCFAIT report on Mining in Developing Countries and Corporate Social Responsibility and create legislation governing the activities of Canadian companies in the extractive industries ensuring they comply with International Human Rights Law, Environmental Best Practices, International Labour codes and standards,  and that their activities are not complicit in violating and endangering the safety of human rights defenders and labour and indigenous leaders.  

Respectfully,

PBI-Canada
PBI-Guatemala
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