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By J.A. Uruttia
This Roundtable session, was started right.  The first speaker opened with a prayer.  I gladly saw all of us standing up and praying our father and Mother Nature.  What a right way to start a discussion on such a difficult issue!   Now I have a big challenge:  To finish right something that was started right. 

I think the right way to finish this is with a constructive and optimistic view.  Not easy, after hearing so many things about my country, Chile, and about the behaviour of Canadian companies there, that are simply not true.
By the way, my name is Jose Antonio Urrutia.  I am the first lawyer in Chile who came to North America to study environmental law in 1991.  My Chilean colleagues at the time asked me “you are going to study environmental what?”

To my surprise and after finishing my LL.M in environmental law, and working for over a year at the Environmental Law Institute in Washington DC, I was hired by the recently formed Environmental Committee at the Chilean Senate, to help them drafting the first environmental law in the country.  Chile did not inherit its environmental laws from Pinochet and the military dictatorship.   All the environmental laws in Chile have been passed by Congress in democracy.  They were well checked by Canadian Government before it entered into a Free Trade Agreement with Chile so to ensure a level playing field between the two countries.   To my surprise, at the time, one of the main pushers of this law (Framework Environmental Law –NEPA type) was CORDURA, an association of US and Canadian mining companies which sole purpose was to promote environmental norms and standards in Chile. To them it was very difficult to face the uncertainty of operating without them.  

Now, we need the help of Canadian Mining Companies again.  And I am sure they will be willing to help.  I know that because we represent a bunch in Chile; Barrick among them.   To do this, we need to develop trust.  You don’t do that by incriminating the other party, with no facts, as some of my predecessors have done.   On the contrary, you develop trust with the truth, and showing good intentions. 

To allow this, I would like to propose 2 concrete measures to the Steering Committee:

1. To find ways to help governments of developing countries as mine, to reinforce the nexus or links between Mining Companies and NGOs.  You have a unique capacity to do that.  Let’s be honest.  The reality is that similar as mining companies, NGOs do not raise their financing in our countries.  They do that here.  They do not respond to local interests.  They respond to the expectations of their donors, which are located here.  Enabling a better dialogue among government, industry and NGOs, we will be able to make huge improvements on social responsibility associated to mining projects.  We want to work in partnership with legitimate, honest organizations that are accountable and can work with and respect the interests of the local communities.
2. To help our governments provide guidance to Mining Companies in obtaining the so called “social license”.  Let’s recognize it - today, every mining project needs it to operate.  Governments must also recognize and support the positive contribution of the mining industry, especially in a place like Chile, and be prepared to defend the industry in face of wild and unsubstantiated allegations.  Governments have a role in establishing the guidelines on how to raise the awareness of the positive benefits of mining.  .
Thank you.

