| NFORMATION EXCHANGE SESION ON THE SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

Introduction: The Depatment of Foreign Affars and Internationd Trade (DFAIT) hdd another
Information Exchange Sesson with a wide range of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) from across
Canadaon Wednesday, February 7, 2001. Marc Lortie, Persond Representative of theRimeMinider for
the Summit of the Americas, chaired the medting, dong with Ambassador Peter Boehm, Canadian
Ambassador to the Organization of American States (OAS), Claude Carriere, Canadian Chief Negotietor,
Michadl Brock, Director of the Inter- American Divison, and Sylvie Bédard, Civil Society Liaison. The
Sessonwaswell atended (in person and by phone) with over 69 civil society representetivesfrom various
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Consumer Organizations, Trade Unions, Universties,
indigenous groups and the private sector. Other Government Departments were dso represented & the
mesting, induding the Canadian Internationa Development Agency (CIDA), Environment Canada, Human
Resources Development Canada (HRDC), Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) and the Privy
Council Office (PCO).

Summary: Mr. Lortie, Ambassador Boehm and Mr. Carriere provided a generd overview of recent
eventsin lead up to the Third Summit of the Americas (April 20-22) sncethelast Information Exchange
Sesson in November, commented on recent diaogue with CSOs and outlined the next steps to Quebec
City. Thefocusof thisInformation Exchange Sesson wasthe Second Chapter of the 2001 Plan of Action
asit will be discussad at the next Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) in March. After briefing
participants, the floor was open for comments and suggestions to CSOs.

Recent events: Mr. Lortie highlighted the progressachieved in devel oping the 2001 Action Plan and other
Summit documentsa the20™ and 21% SIRG meetingsin Washington, D.C., November 29-30and January
30-February 1. Interms of the Second Chapter - Creating Prosperity, Mr. Lortie recognized thet the
Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) agenda item was of particular interes to many CSOs. Mr.
Cariére briefed participants on the FTAA process, dating back to the firgt phase of negotiations which
successfully took placein 1999 a the Trade Minigterid in Toronto. Heaso noted that one of the main
ISSUes in upcoming negotiations was linked to smdl economies and how they can adapt to a Free Trade
environment (moreinformetion isavailable awww.dfat- maedi.ge.caltna- nac). Mr. Lortieemphasized that
Chapter Two was broader than the FTAA. Other key dementsinvolved in Creating Prosperity are
economic and financid dability; Corporate Socid Responghility (CSR); tdecommunications, netura
disagter preparedness, environment; reducing economic disparities; labour; and migration. Mr. Lortie
further explained that key up-coming Minigerid-levedl medtings, induding Environment (March, 2001),
Trade (April, 2001) and Finance (April, 2001), will play amgor role in shagping the Second Chapter.

Mr. Lortie referred to the Prime Minister’ s recent trips to the Caribbean and Washington, D.C.. At the
Canada CARICOM Summit in Jamaica, January 18-19, the Prime Minister met with dl 14 Caribbean
leaders to discuss the Summit of the Americas, among other issues. Mr. Lortie noted that the Prime
Miniger was very receptive and supportive to Caribbean Leaders interest in conddering smdler
economies, egpecidly in the context of the FTAA.

ThePrimeMiniger made hisfirg addressto the Permanent Council of the Organization of American Sates
(OAS) on February 5. Mr. Lortie observed that the key message conveyed a Permanent Council was
linked to the importance of including ademocratic dausein Leaders Dedaration. Ambassador Boehm
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added that the OAS has demondtrated its vaue in strengthening democracy, especidly in the context of
Peru.

Civil Society: Mr. Lortie commended the Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL) excdlent
work in organizing, dong with Participa (based in Chile) and Esgue (based in the United States),a Civil
Society Medting in Miami, January 19-20 , bringing together over 900 CSOs. FOCAL's Executive
Director added that the two-day event was an opportunity for CSOsto formally submit their proposalson
various summit issues, including the FTAA, gender equdity and the environment, and thanked Canadafor
making CSOs views available to the SRG.  Ambassador Boehm further noted that  CSOs will have
another opportunity to express thair views and submit their suggestions at the next open mesting of the
Specid Committee on Inter-American Summits Management (CEGCI) on February 16.

Reference was dso madeto the meeting of Aborigind Leaders of the Americasin Guatemda, January 24-

27. Mr. Lortieexplained that Leaders met to discussthe Proposed American Dedlaration on the Rights of

Indigenous Populations’ in reation to the Summit of the Americas and thus devel op recommendationsfor
the Third Chapter- Realizng Human Potential for discusson in Quebec City. Inadditionto Mr. Lorti€'s
comments, arepresentativefrom the Assembly of First Nations (AFN) explained that the principd objective
behind Guatemda s meeting was the indlusion of 1rdigenous Peoplesin the decison making process a the
OAS. Referencewasdso madeto the Summit of Aborigind Leaderswhichwill behddin Ottawa, March
29-31.

Next Steps: Mr. Lortie outlined the agenda for the next 10 weeks before the 2001 Summit.  Two
additiondl meetings will take place prior to the Third Summit of the Americas: the 22" SIRG mesting
(Barbados, March 6-9); and the 23¢ (Plenipotentiary) SIRG meeting (Quebec City, April 16-17).

Commentsand Questionsfrom Civil Society:

Rightsand Democracy: Concerned that not all of Canada’ snegotiating positionsareavailableon
the Web sitei.e. the chapter on Intellectual Property Rights? Mr. Carriereexplained that Canadahas
made public its pogtions on dl issues as wel as its negatiating proposas. No Canadian proposds have
been tabled on someissues (i.e. environment, services). Additiond information and updates on the progress
of the negotiations will be pogted to the Trade Negatiations and Agreements webste a www.dfait-
maedi .ge.caltna: nac/ftaal-e.asp.

Canadian Foundation for the Americas(FOCAL ): Concerned about the proposal to acceleratethe
FTAA processto 2003. Could this jeopardize the work achieved thusfar? Mr. Cariere explained
that this was a proposal made by Chile in an effort to outline a clearer agenda for the FTAA: conclude
discusson by 2003; sign agreement by 2004; and begin implementation by 2005. He noted that no
consensus on this issue has been reached.



Groupederecherchesur I'intégration continentale: Concer ned that the Bush administration wants
to accelerate the FTAA process to 2002 or even to the Summit in April, 2001. Mr. Carriere hasnot
Seen any officdd documents with thet request.

ConferenceBoard of Canada/FOCAL : ISCSRin Chapter 2?Isit tied to the FTAA? Not particular
about whereit might be mentioned but wanted to ensure that CSR was being addressed somewhere
in the 2001 Action Plan. Mr. Lortie informed that CSR is an item that is being addressed in the Plan of
Action.

Symposium hémisphériquesur lecommer ceet I’ environnement/Biodiver sity Jour nal: Urged that
the FTAA and the Biodiversity Convention Law should be seen as paralldl.

Ocean Voice International/Biodiversity Journal: Observed that environment and trade policies
have been dealt with separately. Asked if therewere any measures being taken to ensurethat trade
and environment policies can be devel oped together. Mr. Lortie agreed that limited progresshasbeen
madein termsof environment cooperation Incethe BaliviaSummitin 1996. Heexplained that Canedahas
taken some leedership in bringing environment issues back to the table by organizing the next Environment
Minigerid in Montredl.

National Council of Women: Concerned that acceleration d the FTAA could jeopardize gender

issues. How istheissue of gender mainstreaming being addressed inthe FTAA process? Mr. Cariére
sad the FTAA did not addressthe issues directly.  Ambassador Boehm assured that gender issueswere
being addressed int he Summit context. Ambassador Boehm dso noted theimportance of the OAS  Inter-

American Commisson of Women's (CIM) Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Human Rights
and Gender Equity and Equdity, a program that promotes gender maingreaming throughout the Inter-

American Sysem.

FOCAL: Noted that Environment Ministers have a weak role in Cabinet -- especially in smaller
countries. Suggested that Canada could take a leadership role and offer experience in capacity
building. Ambassador Boehm was receptive to FOCAL'’s suggestion and referred to the OAS' Inter-
American Strategy for Sustainable Development (1SD).

Transparency I nternational : Concerned that the issue of corruption is undermined in the Summit
Process. Noted that there was no mention of theword “ corruption” in the Themes Paper. Urged
that the“ ¢’ word be given greater prominencein public Summit Documents since, in laymen terms,
the“ c” word is most effective. Mr. Lortieexplained it isan important agendaitem in the 2001 Action
Plan. Ambassador Boehm added that agreat dedl of progress hasbeen madeinthisarea. Anti-corruption
initiativeswill be cited in Chapter One.

Canadian Federation of Students: Considering the UN Convention on Free Education, clarification

was sought on therole of Connectivity in relation to the Summit. 1t was noted that on-lineeducation
encourages individuals to work in isolation as oppose to “ connecting” them. Mr. Lortie explained
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that online education addresses deve oping countries' concerns regarding the growing digita divide. On-
line education is one way to prepare future generations (especidly in countries such as Colombia and
Barbados) to enter aknowledge based economy. Hedso noted that Connectivity involves more than just
on-line education.

Metis National Council: Noted that no reference on indigenous peoplesis evident in the Themes
Paper. Advised that the AFNs does not address all of indigenous peoples concerns.

Inuit Circumpolar Conference: Informed that AFN does not represent Inuit interest and that they
were not invited to participate in the Guatemala meeting. Concerned that Inuit interest will beleft
out of the Summit process. Asked Canada to focuson Inuit economies, especially in the context of
the FTAA.

FOCAL: Referringtothe Prime Minister’ s speech to the OAS inquired on how Canada will ensure
openness and transparency. Mr. Lortie noted that the public was being kept informed on aregular basis
through mediaand on-going didlogue with CSOs. Morethan 22 press conferences have been hed onthe
Summit of the Americas. Canadaintendsto continue briefing CSOson Government activitiesand continue
recaiving thar views.

Canadian Federation of Students. Concerned the Summit security perimeter would impede access
by theindependent media. Mr. Lortieexplained that precautionswere necessary inview precedents st a
events such as the World Trade Organization (WTO) meeting in Seettle. He suggested that trangparency
concernsare anonissuesnce professond mediasourceswho have obtained accreditation will have access
to the pressfadilities



