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Summary of Changes to Book Publishing Support 
The changes to the Book Publishing Support program for 2007 are the result of the program review conducted between September 2005 and October 2006. The modifications to the program structure will provide short and long-term stability to publishers and introduce refinement to the peer assessment process.
The following points summarise the changes that affect the current application and assessment. Full details can be found in the guidelines. 
Multi-year / annual funding 
· All publishers who have received Block Grants for the past three years and who were awarded more than 2.0 bonus points in 2006 will be assessed for multi-year funding, for a 2-year period. 

· Publishers who do not meet this criteria, and those who are on Concerned Status pursuant to the Council’s Fair Notice Policy, will be assessed for annual funding.
· The application form is identical for all Block Grant publishers. 

· Publishers will continue to send in eligible titles using the same timetable as previous years.
· Multi-year clients will submit an interim report in December 2007 outlining their publishing plan for 2008 and a summary of activities during 2007. It will be supported by copies of books published in 2007. 
· For multi-year grants, the base portion will be calculated on an average of 3 years of activity, and for annual grants this will be on an average of 2 years. The calculation of the bonus remains the same as in previous years.
· Emerging publishers will continue to be assessed for annual grants.
Title Eligibility

· A revised definition of literary non-fiction is included in the guidelines.
· Notification of ineligiblity will be emailed to publishers when books are processed at Canada Council, and title appeals will be resolved, wherever possible, before the evaluation process.
· Minimum print run for all categories is 300 copies.
Block Grant Peer Assessment Process
· The peer assessment committee that assesses both multi-year and annual applications will meet for an additional day (6 days for English-language publishers, 5 days for French-language publishers).
· The size of the committee in the multi-year cycle will increase by 1 member, to a total of 7. There will be 4 publishing representatives on all Block Grant juries. There will be overlap of one jury member from cycle to cycle.
· The bonus point assessment criteria have been modified (see application form), and the scoring will be based on 100 points, not 10. 
· Peer assessors will be sent a list of last year’s applicants and prospective new applicants in the late fall, giving them more time to get acquainted with the publishers’ books. 
Emerging Publishers

· Measures are being introduced to assist publishers in transition to Block Grant.
· Maximum grant level will be raised to $30,000.
Organizational Health Assessment

· Organizational Health questions are included under Professional Excellence in the application form.
· For the 2007 assessment, there will be no points assigned to organizational health criteria. 

· There will be a publisher on the committee who will have the expertise to analyse and, where necessary, advise on organizational health.
Translation Grants
· Beginning in April 2007, the program deadlines will be abolished. Applications will be reviewed at intervals during the year, with the response time being four months from the receipt of a completed application, i.e., one that includes all the required documentation.
· Bonus points awarded by the Block Grant and Emerging Publishers peer assessment committees will be used to determine which applications have priority if the budget does not allow all eligible applications to be funded.

· The stipulation that publishers cannot have more than six Canada-Council supported translations under way at any one time remains unchanged.

· The maximum amount available for any given title remains at $20,000.
NB: The Canada Council is working with the industry on measures to eliminate the BPIDP clawback and to recalculate the risk factor per title. These will be introduced into the program in the near future. 


