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http://www.online-literature.com/homer/odyssey   The entire text of Homer’s epic poem as 
well as useful summaries of each of the 24 books. 
http://www.mythweb.com/odyssey/index.html A youth-friendly summary of the Odyssey with 
notes, definitions and drawings. 
http://www.theoi.com/Pantheon.html A huge website with description and pictures of the 
vast array of ancient Greek gods and immortals . 

http://members.aol.com/Donnclass/Greeklife.html a fun website outlining what it would be like to be an 
Athenian or Spartan living in 480 BCE; description of education, cultural and sporting activities. 
http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~loxias/classics-quiz.htm The classics game page which includes a role-
playing game for The Odyssey. 
http://library.thinkquest.org/19300/data/Odyssey/virtodyssey1.htm A thorough summary of the Odyssey with 
illustrations. 
http://womenshistory.about.com/od/ancientgreece/Ancient_Greece_Women.htm a list of many notable Greek 
women, their status and the myths of goddesses.  
http://www.greekmythology.com/ An excellent site giving bios of all the Greek gods, titans, heroes, myths and 
even ancient Greek recipes! 
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Experience Homer’s Odyssey in its original form.  The Ottawa Storytellers present 
Odysseus’ struggle with the monstrous Cyclops and the beguiling Circe, his great Battle in 
the Hall and moving reunion with wife Penelope, all brought vividly to life as oral literature.  
Hearing this compelling and ancient story will provide students with a rich context for their 
experience of The Penelopiad.  Thu.September 13 through Sat.September 15 at 19:30 
nightly in the NAC Fourth Stage.  See www.ottawastorytellers.ca or http://www.nac-
cna.ca/en/communityprogramming/index.html for more information. 

 
The Odyssey (1997) – 120min. 2-part TV miniseries with a huge cast of stars.  It tells the story of Odysseus’ 
attempts to get home after the battle of Troy.  Because he forgot to pray to the gods for safe passage, they 
make his life miserable by forcing him to make numerous detours that add years to his trip throwing him into 
conflict with Circe, the Cyclops, Poseidon and others.  Meanwhile his wife Penelope is trying to hold off suitors 
who want to claim his property thinking that Odysseus has died.  Available at Video Mondo, 117 Beechwood 
Avenue, (613) 749 6829. 
�

The Animated Odyssey (2000) TV miniseries.  The Odyssey is wonderfully animated with incredible detail. All 
episodes stay very true to the book. The musical accompaniment is also beautiful and original. This animated 
series is both educational and entertaining, fun for all ages.  Highly entertaining.  Several parts available at the 
Ottawa Public Library. 
�

O Brother, Where Art Thou (2000)  Very entertaining Coen Brothers film loosely based on Homer’s Odyssey 
detailing the travels of an escaped convict and his friends trying to get home to Ithaca, NY where his faithful 
wife Penny lives, and meeting the sirens, a one-eyed bible salesman and other weird characters along the 
way.  Recommended for home viewing.  Available in most video stores. 
�

Troy (2004) The Hollywood version of Homer’s Illiad, the epic poem that precedes the Odyssey and tells the 
story of Achilles’ fight to rescue Helen from the city of Troy.  Odysseus makes an appearance in this movie 
starring Brad Pitt.  Recommended for home viewing.  Available in most video stores.�
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“Penelope” costume design by Rosa Maggiora. 
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“Helen” costume design by Rosa Maggiora. 
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“Odysseus” costume design by Rosa Maggiora. 
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“Maid” costume design by Rosa Maggiora. 
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“Telemachus” costume design by Rosa Maggiora. 



The Penelopiad Study Guide – page 30 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“Naiad Mother” costume design by Rosa Maggiora. 


