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BUDGET SPEECH 
Whenever the Government wishes to make a Budget presentation, a Minister will rise in the House, usually 
during Question Period, to request that an Order of the Day be designated (that is, be put on the Order Paper) 
for this purpose. The Minister will also specify the date and time of the presentation. The announcement is 
deemed to be a request that the House sit later than usual on the designated day, if required. 

At the specified time on the designated day, the Minister of Finance rises to move a Ways and Means motion, 
“That this House approves in general the budgetary policy of the Government” and to deliver the Budget speech. 

The Budget speech is usually given in late afternoon, after the financial markets have closed. 

In order that Members of Parliament and the news media be capable of responding in a timely fashion to the 
contents of the Budget speech, a closed-door information “lock-up” is usually provided for Members of 
Parliament and the news media several hours before the actual Budget presentation in the House. 

During the Budget speech, the Minister may also table notices of Ways and Means motions setting out the 
various taxation and other financial measures that will be needed to implement the Budget provisions. 

Concurrence in any of these motions, or in any other Ways and Means motions tabled during the session, may 
not be proposed until the Ways and Means proceeding on the Budget itself (i.e., the Minister of Finance’s 
motion) is completed. 

Following the Minister’s speech, a Member of the Official Opposition, usually the finance critic, is recognized. 
After a brief speech, he or she moves the adjournment of the debate. 
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Find this and other articles on House of Commons procedure by visiting the Compendium of Procedure Web site at 
http://www.parl.gc.ca/compendium-e. 
 

For further information about the procedures of the House of Commons, please contact the Table Research Branch 
at (613) 996-3611 or by e-mail at trbdrb@parl.gc.ca. 
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