
As part of our 1999 Road Map for the Next
Decade, we established the PMPRB’s Research
Agenda.  Each year since, we have developed the
agenda as part of our annual planning process,
outlining current and upcoming projects that are
or may become subject to public consultations.

Over the past year, new projects and initiatives
have been added to our regular activities, for
example, the proposed regulatory amendments,
the Discussion Paper on Price Increases, NPDUIS

projects and, most recently, the non-patented
prescription drug price reporting.  It has been
thought that stakeholders will be better served 
if these projects and initiatives are reported 
on separately in our NEWSletter and on our 
Web site.  

We remain committed to consulting our stake-
holders, as we have in the past year, and will con-
tinue to do so in order to ensure that their input
is reflected.  ■

At its meeting, the Board

➧ was briefed on the:

–  National Pharmaceuticals Strategy

–  Monitoring and Reporting on Non-Patented
Prescription Drug Prices

–  NPDUIS 

➧ discussed the next steps on the PMPRB’s 
consultations on proposed amendments to the
Patented Medicines Regulations, 1994, and on
Drug Price Issues, initiated in 2005.

➧ approved the meeting schedule for 2006.  ■

Research Agenda

Patented Medicine Prices Review Board –
December 15, 2005 Meeting

www.pmprb-cepmb.gc.ca 1 877 861-2350

The Guidelines provide that when a medicine is sold in fewer than five countries at the time of its intro-
duction, the introductory price will be treated as the interim benchmark price. The interim benchmark
price may be reviewed at the end of three years or when the medicine is sold in at least five countries,
whichever comes first.

Where comparators and dosage regimens are referred to in the Summary Reports, they have been
selected by the PMPRB Staff and the HDAP for the purpose of carrying out the PMPRB’s regulatory
mandate, which is to review the prices of patented medicines sold in Canada to ensure that such
prices are not excessive.  The publication of these reports is also part of the PMPRB’s commitment to
make its price review process more transparent.

The information contained in the PMPRB’s Summary Reports should not be relied upon for any pur-
pose other than its stated purpose and is not to be interpreted as an endorsement, recommendation
or approval of any drug nor is it intended to be relied upon as a substitute for seeking appropriate
advice from a qualified health care practitioner.  ■ PM
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References:
The references are available on
the PMPRB Web site, under
Publications, Patented
Medicines; Reports on New
Patented Drugs; Sensipar.
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BThe next Board meeting 
is scheduled for 
February 22-23, 2006.  
For additional information,
please contact the Secretary of
the Board at: 1 877 861-2350,
or (613) 954-8299, or at
sdupont@pmprb-cepmb.gc.ca.
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