The Hon. Rob Nicholson: 
Well thank you very much and good morning ladies and gentlemen.  I’m pleased to be joined by my colleagues, Minister Day and Blackburn and Fortier, and I’m pleased as well that so many of the important stakeholders in this area have, honouring us with their presence today.  I would like to acknowledge and thank my provincial counterpart, the Honourable Dave Chomiak, who’s Manitoba’s Minister of Justice for being here today.  As recently announced, I will be moving forward with many of the justice items that Minister Chomiak and others in Manitoba, including my colleagues from Manitoba, have raised with me.  But I very much appreciate his presence here today.  

I’d like to welcome as well John Muise from the Canadian Centre for Abuse Awareness.  As well Heidi Illingworth, Executive Director of the Canadian Resource Centre for Victims of Crime and Ottawa Police Chief Vern White and Inspector Mike Flanagan as well as Detective Sergeant Kim Scanlon, from the Sex Crime Unit of the Toronto Police Service and Detective Sergeant Doug Quan from Gun and Gang Task Force of the Toronto Police Force.  

I’d also like to particularly thank Margaret Miller, the National President of Mothers Against Drunk Driving, who’s here with me today.  Sadly, on May 16, 2004, Margaret’s son, Springhill Police Constable Bruce Miller was killed in an impaired driving accident in Caledonia, Prince Edward Island and today would have been Bruce’s 30th birthday.  And yet despite having family plans for this day, she has travelled to Ottawa to be a part of this announcement.  Margaret, thank you very much for coming.   

Today, our government is moving forward on our plans to tackle violet crime in Canada. Time and time again, Canadians have said they want a strong criminal justice system.  And during the last campaign, our government was elected in part on a promise to make our communities safer.  Canadians told us that they want to see action, they want us to move quickly and decisively to attack, tackle crime and to make our communities safer.  They don’t want a justice system that doesn’t protect their rights.  They don’t want a revolving door bail system or soft sentences for serious offenders.  And they want to feel safe in their homes and in public places.  

So Canadians want us to move quickly and decisively to attack violent crime in Canada.  And our government is serious about the need to be better.  We need to protect youth from sexual predators, we need to protect our communities from dangerous offenders, we have to get serious with drug impaired drivers and toughen sentencing and bail for those who commit serious gun crimes.  And we have made some progress, but we haven’t been able to go as far as I believe Canadians want us to go.  

That’s why a few minutes ago, I introduced, seconded by my colleague Diane Finley, the Tackling Violent Crime Act.  Bill C-2 is a comprehensive bill that addresses a number of significant issues that were extensively debated in the previous session in Parliament, in some cases for more than a year.  I want to make something clear as well, that was either misunderstood or was misinformation.  The bills that are included as part of this comprehensive package and as amended by the House of Commons.  And that, I don’t really believe was clear, but I heard a couple of times this morning that, that that wasn’t the case.  But it is the case.   

So the amendment that you saw on four of those pieces of legislation that were tabled in the last Parliament, they are as were amended and passed by the House of Commons.  The one addition on the Dangerous Offenders Act, we included a provision with respect to the sentencing of dangerous offenders that was asked for by provincial Attorneys General.  It’s a, and so, that is the package that we have put before Parliament.   

Under the proposed legislation, those who have been convicted of certain violent or sexual crimes three times or more will be required to show the court why they should not be designated as dangerous offenders.  And in addition, the age of consent for sexual activity is to be raised from 14 to 16 years to better protect young people from adult sexual predators.  In addition, there will be higher mandatory prison sentences for those who commit serious gun crimes.  In addition, those accused of such crimes will have to show why they should not be detained while awaiting trial.  And police will have better tools to detect and investigate drug and alcohol impaired driving and penalties for impaired driving will be increased.   

We are moving forward now to ensure that this legislation advances swiftly through the parliamentary process and is passed into law.  The Tackling Violent Crime Act is the centrepiece and the first of a series of new criminal bills that will be announced in the near future.  These bills will address areas of concern such as serious drug crime, youth crime, identity and property theft.   

Although we have accommodated many of the opposition’s amendments, these bills still did not get through the legislative process and we will be holding particularly the Liberals to account on this.  If they are serious about getting tough on crime as the leader of the opposition mentioned in his speech after basically four months of silence on, on this issue, if they are serious about fighting crime, then they should have no problem in expediting this bill through the legislative process in both houses of Parliament.   

So, we, the Prime Minister has indicated, because this is a national priority and a priority of our government that Bill C-2 is a confidence bill, for any government, there is no greater duty than the protection of its citizens.  And our government remains unwavering in its determination to keep Canadians safe.  Canadians want action on crime now and that’s what we intend to deliver so that we can build a stronger, safer, better Canada.  

Thank you very much and I would now like to call on my colleague M. Blackburn to say a few words.  Thank you.  
