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Written with material from http://www.sff.net/people/mberry/real.htp. 
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(Elyse Sommer in An Overview of Tom Stoppard's Career. http://www.curtainup.com/stoppard.html) 
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Giovanni:Come, sister, lend me your hand, let’s walk together. 
 I hope you need not blush to walk with me; 
 Here’s none but you and I.  185 
 

Annabella:  How’s this? 
 

Giovanni: Faith, I mean no harm. 
 

Annabella: Harm? 
 

Giovanni: No, good faith; how is’t with ‘ee*? * ye, you 
 

Annabella: [Aside] I trust he be not frantic*. – I am very well, brother. * mad 190 
 

Giovanni: Trust me, but I am sick, I fear so sick, 
 ‘Twill cost me my life. 
 

Annabella: Mercy forbid it.  ‘Tis not so, I hope. 
 

Giovanni: I think you love me, sister.  195 
 

Annabella: Yes, you know I do. 
 

Giovanni: I know’t indeed – Y’are very fair. 
 

Annabella: Nay, then, I see you have a merry sickness. 
 

Giovanni: That’s as it proves.  The poets feign*, I read, * imagine 
 That Juno* for her forehead did exceed * wife and sister of Jupiter 200 
 All other goddesses: but I durst* swear * dare 
 Your forehead exceeds hers, as hers did theirs. 
 

Annabella: Troth*, this is pretty. * truth; mild exclamation 
 

Giovanni: Such a pair of stars 
 As are thine eyes would, like Promethean* fire, * Greek demigod who created 
   man from clay and gave him 
  the use of fire 
 If gently glanced, give life to senseless stones.  205 
 

Annabella: Fie upon ‘ee. 
 

Giovanni: The lily and the rose, most sweetly strange, 
 Upon your dimpled cheeks do strive for change. 
 Such lips would tempt a saint; such hands as those 
 Would make an anchorite* lascivious**. *hermit  **lusty  210 
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Annabella: D’ee mock me, or flatter me? 
 

Giovanni: If you would see a beauty more exact* *perfect 
 Than art can counterfeit, or nature frame, 
 Look in your glass*, and there behold your own. *mirror 
 

Annabella: O you are a trim* youth. *pretty; sweet talking 215 
 

Giovanni: [Offers his dagger to her.]  Here. 
 

Annabella: What to do? 
 

Giovanni: And here’s my breast, strike home. 
 Rip up my bosom, there thou shalt behold 
 A heart in which is writ the truth I speak.  220 
 Why stand ‘ee? 
 

Annabella: Are you earnest? 
 

Giovanni: Yes, most earnest. 
 You cannot love? 
 

Annabella: Whom? 
 

Giovanni: Me.  My tortured soul 
 Hath felt affliction in the heat of death.  225 
 O Annabella, I am quite undone. 
 The love of thee, my sister, and the view 
 Of thy immortal beauty hath untuned 
 All harmony both of my rest and life. 
 Why d’ee not strike? 
 

Annabella: Forbid it, my just fears.  230 
 If this be true, ‘twere fitter I were dead. 
 

Giovanni: True, Annabella; ‘tis no time to jest. 
 I have too long suppressed the hidden flames 
 That almost have consumed me; I have spent 
 Many a silent night in sighs and groans,  235 
 Ran over all my thoughts, despised my fate, 
 Reasoned against the reasons of my love, 
 Done all that smoothed-cheek virtue could advise, 
 But found all bootless*; ‘tis my destiny *to no avail 
 That you must either love, or I must die.  240 
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