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Canada’s aerospace industry 

Canada is a leading player in the global aerospace industry, with industry sales that 
have more than doubled since 1990 and now total more than $21 billion1 annually. 
The industry comprises more than 400 firms located across the country, and 
collectively employs more than 75,000 Canadians. 

Aerospace is Canada’s leading advanced technology export sector, with 85% of 
Canadian aerospace production destined for export markets. Canada is the fifth 
largest exporter of aerospace products in the world. Boeing sources more than 
$1 billion of aircraft systems and parts from over 200 Canadian suppliers. Canadian 
firms also produce subassemblies for the Airbus A330, A340 and A380 aircraft. 

Competitive strengths and capabilities 

Within the global value chain, Canadian aerospace firms have developed a number of 
product and process-related specializations:  

• Regional and corporate aircraft. Canadian-based Bombardier is a world leader in 

regional and business aircraft. The Bombardier CRJ Regional Jet has become 
the trusted choice for more than 35 airlines, with some 600 CRJs in service. 

• Civil helicopters. Canada holds one quarter of the world market for civil 
helicopters, with leading helicopter producers in Canada including Bell 
Helicopter Textron and Eurocopter Canada Ltd.  

• Flight and visual simulators. Canadian-made products hold a 70% world market 

share for visual simulators. Atlantis Systems International, CAE Inc., and 
Mechtronix Systems are among Canada’s leading firms in this sector. 

• Landing gear manufacturing. Canada holds close to one-third of the world 

market for landing gear, including 60% of new large aircraft landing gear. 
Goodrich Canada, Héroux-Devtek, and Messier-Dowty are among Canada’s 
leading firms in this sector. 

• Gas turbine engines. Canadian firms meet one-third of global demand for small 

gas turbine engines. Leading aircraft turbine engine manufacturers all have 
operations in Canada, including Rolls-Royce, GE, and Pratt & Whitney. 

• Unmanned Vehicle Systems. Canada’s particular areas of strength are control 

systems, wireless communications, avionics, navigations systems, GPS and 
systems integration. 

• Aircraft, engine, and component maintenance repair and overhaul (MRO). Major 

MRO facilities in Canada include Magellan Aerospace, Cascade Aerospace, 
CHC Helicopter, IMP Group, and Standard Aero. 

• Structural assemblies. Firms such as Avcorp Industries, Boeing, and Magellan 
Aerospace produce a wide range of structural assemblies in Canada. 

• Avionics. A variety of firms in Canada produce communications, power 

conversion, environmental control, and in-flight entertainment systems. 

• Space technologies. Canadian areas of special capability include space robotics, 

earth observation systems, communications and scientific satellites, and 
sounding rockets.

                                                                  
1 Includes civil and defence. All dollars are expressed in Canadian currency unless otherwise specified. 

Leading aerospace firms 
operating in Canada include:

Avcorp Industries Inc. 
www.avcorp.com 

Bell Helicopter Textron 
bellhelicopter.textron.com 

Boeing Aerospace 
www.boeing.com/commercial/winnipeg/ 

Bombardier Aerospace 
www.bombardier.com 

CAE Inc. 
www.cae.com 

Cascade Aerospace Inc. 
www.cascadeaerospace.com 

EADS 
www.eads.com 

Eurocopter Canada Ltd. 
www.eurocopter.ca 

GE Canada 
www.ge.com 

Goodrich Aerospace Canada Ltd. 
www.goodrich.com 

Honeywell Airframe Systems 
www.honeywell.com 

IMP Aerospace Limited 
www.impgroup.com 

L3 Communications Spar Aerospace Ltd.
www.spar.ca 

Lockheed Martin Canada 
www.lockheedmartin.com/canada 

Magellan Aerospace Corporation 
www.magellan.aero 

MDA 
www.mdacorporation.com 

Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp. 
www.pwc.ca 

Rolls–Royce Canada Limited 
www.rolls-royce.com 

Standard Aero Ltd. 
www.standardaero.com 

Thales Canada 
www.thalesgroup.com/canada/ 
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Key Canadian clusters 

Montréal, Quebec is the hub of Canada’s largest aerospace cluster. The Quebec aerospace 
sector employs approximately 39,000 people, and is home to more than half of all large 
aerospace firms in Canada. Montréal offers a network of institutions that support innovative 
design and development, including the Aerospace Manufacturing Technology Centre, the 
National Research Council Industrial Materials Institute, and the Consortium for Research and 
Innovation in Aerospace in Quebec. Montréal also hosts the head offices of the International Air 
Transportation Association (IATA), the International Civil Air Organization (ICAO), and the 
Canadian Space Agency. 

Aircraft design and assembly is a major specialty for Montréal, with facilities for final assembly 
of Bombardier regional and corporate jets, as well as Bell commercial helicopters. Other major 
firms in Montréal include CAE, CMC Electronics, Messier-Dowty, Pratt & Whitney Canada, and 
Thales Canada. 

 

Toronto, Ontario represents the core of 
Canada’s second largest aerospace cluster. 

Key strengths of the Toronto cluster include 
aircraft parts manufacturing, aircraft systems 
development, and maintenance and overhaul. 
The Toronto area has manufacturing or 
development facilities owned by three of the 
“Big Four” global commercial aircraft builders – 
Boeing, EADS, and Bombardier. Other firms in 
the Toronto area include Goodrich Landing 
Gear, L-3 Communications Canada, and 
Magellan Aerospace Corporation. 

Winnipeg, Manitoba is the largest aerospace 
cluster in Western Canada, and a major centre 
within North America for aerospace component 
manufacturing, and aircraft maintenance, repair 
and overhaul.  

Winnipeg is home to one of Boeing’s ten major 
global sites for commercial aircraft – one of only 
three such sites outside the US. Boeing 
employs 1,400 workers in Winnipeg, producing 
structural composites for 737, 747, 757, 767, 
777, and the 787 Dreamliner aircraft. Boeing 
Winnipeg has design responsibility for 787 
programs. 

Magellan Aerospace also has 650 employees in 
Winnipeg, manufacturing complex components 
and assemblies for fixed wing and rotary wing 
aircraft as well as small satellites and propulsion 
products. 

British Columbia’s aerospace cluster includes 
firms located in Greater Vancouver, Kelowna 
and Victoria, all of which are in close proximity 
to Boeing assembly facilities in neighbouring 
Washington State.  

The cluster’s aerospace strengths include 
helicopter services, aircraft maintenance, repair 
and overhaul, space systems, advanced 
composite aerostructures, as well as material 
and information systems support for military 
fleets. The industry here is also supported by 
one of Canada’s largest aerospace training 
centres at the British Columbia Institute of 
Technology. Leading BC aerospace firms 
include AcroHelipro Global Services, ASCO 
Aerospace, Avcorp Industries, Cascade 
Aerospace, CHC Helicopter, Kelowna 
Flightcraft, MDA Corp., MTU Maintenance, and 
Viking Air. 

The Atlantic region’s aerospace industry includes clusters in Halifax, NS and 
Summerside, PEI. These clusters include firms specializing in maintenance, repair and 
overhaul, helicopter services, gas turbines, software development and system 
integration, as well as training and simulation. Halifax has particular strength in military 
maritime aviation, defence systems, composite fabrication, and electronic assemblies. 
Summerside firms specialize in aircraft system and component maintenance and repair. 
Companies located in the Atlantic region include EADS Composites, Honeywell, IMP 
Aerospace, Lockheed Martin Canada, MDS-Prad, Pratt & Whitney Canada, and xwave. 

The Southern Alberta cluster offers competitive strengths in the field of unmanned 
vehicle systems (UVS) development, with more than 70 Alberta companies, military 
agencies and educational institutions engaged in research, testing and manufacturing. 
World leading companies such as General Dynamics Canada, Raytheon Canada, CDL 
Systems, Novatel and Meggitt Defence Systems have operations in the province, and 
the recently opened Canadian Center for Unmanned Vehicle Systems, in Medicine Hat, 
AB provides focus to research, development and commercialization of UVS technology 
throughout Canada. The sector is further supported by the province’s strong geomatics 
and wireless communications clusters. 
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Gross value added per worker – 

Aerospace industry 
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Source: UK Department of Trade and Industry (DTI). 
Derived from OECD STAN Database and Groningen 
Growth and Development Centre. Aerospace is defined 
as international standard industrial classification heading 
353. 
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Invest In Canada has prepared this work in the belief that it will be of assistance to the reader. This document covers a wide range of issues and is not intended to be a 
detailed nor an exhaustive reference. Accordingly, before relying on the material herein, readers should independently verify its accuracy, currency, and relevance for their 
purposes and should seek appropriate professional advice. Any reference to companies or investments is for illustrative purposes only and does not constitute an endorse-
ment of those companies or investments. All dollar figures expressed herein represent Canadian dollars, unless otherwise indicated. Details of sources for all quoted facts 
and figures are available upon request. The Government of Canada does not accept any liability in relation to the contents of this work. © Her Majesty The Queen In Right 
Of Canada, 2007.

KPMG LLP (Canada) conducted independent, confidential interviews with a number of company executives. All information referred to herein is of a general nature and 
not intended to address circumstances of any particular individual or entity.  Although KPMG LLP (Canada) endeavours to provide accurate and timely information, there 
can be no guarantee that such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will continue to be accurate in the future.  No one should act upon such 
information without appropriate professional advice after a thorough examination of the particular situation.  KPMG LLP (Canada) does not accept any liability or 
responsibility to any third-party who may use or place reliance on this document.
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