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Canada’s machinery industry 

Canada represents a large and growing producer of machinery and equipment, with 
more than 8,500 machinery manufacturing establishments. Manufacturing 
shipments topped $30 billion1 in 2005, an increase of 37% from 1997. Canada’s 
machinery industry employed almost 150,000 workers in 2005, up 13% since 1997. 

Canada’s machinery and equipment industry is highly export-oriented, with export 
sales typically accounting for more than 65% of production. Canadian firms have 
been gaining market share both domestically and internationally. Between 2000 and 
2005, Canada’s machinery manufacturers more than doubled their share of the 
Canadian domestic market, from 8.6% to 17.6%. Between 1992 and 2005, Canadian 
machinery manufacturers almost doubled their share of the US machinery market, 
from 2.1% to 4.1%. 

Competitive strengths and capabilities 

Within the global value chain, Canadian machinery firms have developed a range of 
specializations that are closely tied to other strong sectors of the Canadian economy. 
These competitive strengths translate into potential opportunities for firms looking to 
benefit from Canadian capabilities in machinery manufacturing: 

• Metalworking machinery manufacturing accounted for one-fifth of machinery 

industry employment in Canada in 2005. Metalworking machinery 
manufacturing operations are particularly strong in Central Canada, reflecting 
strong demand from Canada’s automotive and aerospace industries. 

• Mining, oil and gas field machinery manufacturing is another key strength for 
the Canadian machinery industry. One quarter of Canada’s largest machinery 
manufacturing firms are engaged in the production of equipment for the 
extractive industries. 

• Construction machinery manufacturing has been a strongly growing niche for 

Canada’s machinery manufacturers. Growth in this field is due, at least in part, 
to Canada’s booming mining, oil and gas sectors. 

• Environmental systems is another major industry segment, including firms 
specializing in heating, ventilation, air conditioning, refrigeration, water 
treatment, and waste processing systems. 

• Agricultural machinery manufacturing is another area of Canadian industry 
strength. Much of this segment’s manufacturing capability and expertise is 
located in Canada’s prime agricultural regions, in Southwest Ontario, Quebec, 
and the Canadian Prairies. 

• General-purpose machinery manufacturing, which encompasses production of 
pumps and compressors, material handling equipment, and other 
manufacturing machinery, also represents a strong capability in Canada. 
Manufacturers in this category account for one quarter of Canada’s machinery 
output and employment. 

While many Canadian machinery manufacturers specialize in one field, the 
machinery industry in Canada also includes a number of large and highly diversified 
machinery producers, including Ingersoll-Rand Canada Inc., Siemens Canada Ltd., 
and Weir Canada Inc. 

                                                                  
1 Statistics Canada. All dollars are expressed in Canadian currency, unless otherwise specified. 

Leading machinery firms 
operating in Canada include:

Alstom Canada Inc. 

www.alstom.com 

Buhler Versatile Inc. 

www.buhler.com 

Cimco Refrigeration 
www.cimcorefrigeration.com 

Crown Energy Technologies Inc. 

www.crown-energy.com 

Enerflex Systems Ltd. 

www.enerflex.com 

Flexi-Coil, division of CNH Global 
www.flexicoil.com 

GE Canada 

www.ge.com/canada 

Goulds Pumps Canada Inc. 

www.gouldspumps.com 

Hewitt Equipment Ltd. 
www.hewitt.ca 

Hitachi Canadian Industries Ltd. 

www.hitachi.sk.ca 

Husky Injection Molding Systems Ltd. 

www.husky.ca 

Ingersoll-Rand Canada Inc. 
www.irco.com 

John Deere 

www.deere.com 

Pitney Bowes of Canada Ltd. 

www.pitneybowes.ca 

Siemens Canada Ltd. 
www.siemens.ca 

Stackpole Limited 

www.stackpole.com   

Tesco Corporation 

www.tescocorp.com 

Valiant Machine & Tool Inc. 
www.valiantcorp.com 

Weir Canada Inc. 

www.weirservices.com 
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Key Canadian clusters 

Toronto and Southwest Ontario form the hub of Canada’s largest machinery cluster. This 
region is home to more than half of Canada’s largest machinery manufacturers, and accounts 
for half of all employment in this industry1. 

Metalworking machinery manufacturing is a major strength of the Toronto and Southwest 
Ontario cluster, due in part to demand from automotive plants (Toyota, Honda, Chrysler, GM, 
Ford) within the region. Ontario represents 80% of Canada’s total employment in the 
metalworking machinery sector.  

Other strengths within the Toronto and Southwest Ontario cluster include rubber and plastics 
industry machinery, commercial and service industry machinery, material handling 
equipment, and other general-purpose machinery. Major firms in this region include Alstom 
Canada, Exco Technologies, GE Canada, Husky Injection Molding Systems, Siemens, Snap 
On Tools, and Valiant Machine & Tool. 

1. Statistics Canada, 1996-2005. 

 

Calgary and Edmonton, Alberta represent 
the core of Canada’s oil and gas machinery 
equipment cluster, which has been fuelled 
in recent years by the major oilsands 
projects in Northern Alberta. 

The Calgary-Edmonton cluster accounts 
for nearly three-quarters of mid-to-large 
sized Canadian firms in the oil and gas 
equipment sector. Inclusive of agricultural, 
mining, oil and gas machinery, cluster 
employment totalled more than 7,500 in 
2005, having grown by more than 50% 
since 2000. 

The Calgary-Edmonton cluster also has 
strong capabilities in the related fields 
including compressor/pump manufacturing 
and other engines/transmission sectors. 

In addition to serving domestic markets, 
the Alberta cluster is also a rapidly growing 
exporter of machinery and equipment. 
Alberta’s share of Canadian machinery 
exports has more than doubled since 
1997. 

Major firms operating in the Calgary-
Edmonton machinery cluster include 
Crown Energy, Enerflex, National Oilwell 
Varco, Prudential Steel, Simmons Group, 
and Tesco. 

 

Saskatoon and Regina, Saskatchewan 
have significant core capabilities in 
agricultural equipment. This cluster also 
has strong capabilities in engine, turbine 
and power transmission equipment 
manufacturing. 

The Saskatoon-Regina cluster has seen 
rapid growth in recent years. Employment 
for Saskatchewan in the broader 
agricultural, mining, oil and gas machinery 
sector increased by 27% between 2001 
and 2005, and the values of Saskatchewan 
machine exports increased by 8% 
between 1997 and 2006. 

Major firms in the Saskatoon-Regina 
machinery cluster include Flexi-Coil (CNH 
Global), Hitachi Canadian Industries, Morris 
Industries, and Water Group (Culligan). 

Montréal, Quebec has strong capabilities in sawmill and woodworking machinery (related 
to Quebec’s forestry industry) and engine, turbine and power transmission equipment 
manufacturing (related to Montréal’s aerospace industry). Montréal is host to the Quebec 
Centre for Industrial Research, a leading source of innovation and expertise in the areas of 
machinery manufacturing technologies. 

Vancouver, British Columbia has core capabilities in sawmill and woodworking machinery 
(related to the British Columbia forestry industry) and construction machinery manufacturing 
(related to a strong construction sector). British Columbia’s machinery and equipment 
industry sector has revenues of over $1.5 billion and employs close to 10,000 people.  

 
Winnipeg and Brandon, Manitoba are significant agribusiness manufacturing and 
technology centres, with manufacturing shipments exceeding $1 billion annually. 
Comprising over 250 firms, this diverse yet integrated industry sector employs an 
estimated 5,800 people. Key capabilities include equipment maufacturing for all aspects of 
crop and livestock production. Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) are supported by 
a large and diverse network of suppliers producing components, sub-assemblies, and 
precision parts. Major firms in this cluster include Agri-Tec International, Behlen Industries, 
MacDon Industries Ltd, Monarch Industries Limited, Vansco Electronics and Westeel Limited. 
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country are: 1 = nonexistent or rare, 7 = widely 
available. 
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