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Summary

The information presented here is a summary of the law. For complete information on fines, general prohibitions, permitted hunting methods and 
equipment, the need to retrieve birds, restrictions on using bait, description of hunting areas, and other restrictions on hunting, contact:

Wildlife Enforcement Coordinator 
Environment Canada 

5204 50th Avenue, Suite 301 
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories  X1A 1E2 

Tel.: 867-669-4730 
www.mb.ec.gc.ca/nature/migratorybirds/dc00s06.en.html

Check your permit and territorial regulations for additional restrictions.

Non-toxic shot must be used to hunt migratory birds in all areas of Canada. Within National Wildlife Areas, the possession of lead shot is prohibited for 
all hunting, including the hunting of migratory birds and upland game birds. Hunters should consult provincial or territorial regulations for additional 
restrictions.

For those birds still hunted with lead shot, remove the lead shot before cooking whenever possible in order to reduce your exposure to contaminants. As 
well, remove the skin and fat from fish-eating birds before cooking them.

HELPFUL TIP 
Canadians may be exposed to avian-borne viruses when hunting or handling migratory birds and other wild game. Environment Canada recommends 
the following Website, maintained by the Public Health Agency of Canada, for information about minimizing the risk of exposure: 
www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/id-mi/index.html.

OPEN SEASONS IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
Area Ducks, geese, coots, and snipe

Throughout the Northwest Territories September 1 to December 10

BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS IN THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

Limits

Ducks
RESIDENTS 
OF CANADA

Ducks
NON-RESIDENTS 
OF CANADA

Geese
RESIDENTS 
OF CANADA

Geese
NON-RESIDENTS 
OF CANADA

Coots
RESIDENTS OF 
CANADA AND 
NON-RESIDENTS 
OF CANADA

Snipe
RESIDENTS 
OF CANADA

Snipe
NON-RESIDENTS 
OF CANADA

Daily bags 25   8 15   5(a) 25 10 10
Possession No limit 16 No limit 10(a) No limit No limit 20
(a) Except that non-residents may not take more than two White-fronted Geese daily and may not possess more than four.

NOTE 
No person shall hunt earlier than one hour before sunrise or later than one hour after sunset.

REPORT YOUR MIGRATORY BIRD BANDS: 
CALL 1-800-327-BAND (2263)

Migratory Birds 
Hunting Regulations, 2007


