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Utility lighters are dangerous 
in the hands of children!

Safety Tips

People use utility lighters to start barbecues and to light campfires, fireplaces, wood stoves and
candles.  They are easy to use around the house and easy to take when you go camping.

Utility lighters are also called:  
• barbeque lighters, or
• multi-purpose lighters.

Utility lighters are made to be used by adults.  
Utility lighters are NOT safe for children.  

Children find it easy to use these lighters.  
Even a small child can figure out 
how to pull the trigger.  
Utility lighters are not toys!

l Keep all lighters out of sight and out of reach of children.

l Buy a utility lighter that says “child-resistant” on the package.

l Do not leave a lighter outside.  The weather can damage the 
plastic.  If this happens, the fuel inside may leak out or the lighter
may break open.

l BEFORE you use it, read all the instructions that come with the
utility lighter.

l If you use one of these lighters to start a gas barbecue, always turn
on the lighter BEFORE you turn on the barbecue’s gas or propane.

l Keep fire safety in mind.  Show children what to do if there is a fire
at home or when you are camping. 

For more information contact Health Canada’s Consumer Product Safety Bureau:
Burnaby, British Columbia (604) 666-5003 
Edmonton, Alberta (780) 495-2626 
Calgary, Alberta (403) 292-4677 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan (306) 975-4502 
Winnipeg, Manitoba (204) 983-5490 

Hamilton, Ontario (905) 572-2845 
Toronto, Ontario (416) 973-4705 
Ottawa, Ontario (613) 952-1014
Montreal, Quebec (514) 283-5488 
Longueuil, Quebec (450) 646-1353 

Quebec City, Quebec (418) 648-4327
Moncton, New Brunswick (506) 851-6638 
Halifax, Nova Scotia (902) 426-8300 
St. John’s, Newfoundland (709) 772-4050
Toll-free: 1-866-662-0666
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