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NEWS RELEASE

NRC TAKES TECHNOLOGY TO THE BIOTECHNOLOGY AND PHARMACEUTICAL MARKETS

NRC announces the creation of Ionalytics Corp., a spin-off from the Chemical Metrology Group
(November 21, 2001, Ottawa) — National Research Council Canada (NRC) President Dr. Arthur Carty today announced the creation of Ionalytics Corporation, a company which has spun-out from the Chemical Metrology Group at NRC’s Institute for National Measurements Standards (INMS).

“Ionalytics Corporation is a great example of how NRC is moving new ideas out of laboratories and into the marketplace,” said Dr. Carty.  “The commercialization of discoveries, inventions and know how through the creation of new business enterprises is an integral part of NRC’s vision to ensure that its research and development (R&D) investments pay off for Canada, for industry and for Canadians.”  

Ionalytics Corporation, located in the Industry Partnership Facility on NRC’s Ottawa campus, is headed by Dr. Roger Guevremont, a former researcher at INMS and is staffed by three other scientists from NRC.  Ionalytics has acquired a start-up investment of $2 million from Genesys Capital Partners Inc. of Toronto, a venture capital investor specializing in funding of biotechnology companies.

“From the outset, the FAIMS research team recognized the potential of the ion separation technology in the world of chemical analysis,” said Dr. Guevremont, Ionalytics President.  “We appreciate that as original NRC developers, in collaboration with MDS Sciex, Canada’s premier manufacturer of MS equipment, we have a breadth of know-how and expertise that gives us an advantage in the competitive technology marketplace.”

Ionalytics has licensed NRC’s FAIMS technology—high-Field Asymmetric waveform Ion Mobility Spectrometry—and will design and manufacture FAIMS chemical analysis systems as accessories for the mass spectrometers (MS) that are used in areas of biotechnology such as proteomics and drug discovery, in security protocols such as the detection of chemical and biological agents, and in the monitoring of environmental waste sites.

“Genesys Capital Partners Inc. invests directly in research-oriented biotechnology companies with a focus on genomics and proteomics technologies, late-stage clinical products, specialty pharma, and e-health,” says Damian Lamb, Managing Director of Genesys.  “We were on the look-out for new technology in the NRC laboratories when we came across the FAIMS research team and decided to invest in this promising company.” 

"MDS Sciex has worked with various institutes of the National Research Council, including the Institute for National Measurement Standards, for the past 20 years and we owe much of our success to that enduring relationship,” says Bill Davidson, Vice President, Science and Technology at MDS Sciex. “ We look forward to extending our collaborative efforts with INMS to include Ionalytics, and we will certainly support their continued development of the FAIMS technology."

Ionalytics joins the substantial list of successful NRC spin-offs in the region.  NRC and its people have been pivotal in the creation of scores of companies to commercialize NRC technology.  In addition to the hundreds of existing companies who have benefited from technology licensed from or developed in partnership with the National Research Council, NRC has created close to 50 companies in Canada since 1996. 

The National Research Council (NRC) is the federal government's most powerful instrument for supporting scientific research, development and innovation in every region of Canada. NRC has Canada's best S&T knowledge and information infrastructure, the Canada Institute for Science and Technical Information (CISTI). NRC's labs, facilities and offices are found in most of Canada's major centres and in over 90 locations across Canada through Industrial Research Assistance Program (IRAP) representatives.

For more information, please contact:

Alexandra Shaw

National Research Council

T:  (613) 998-7018
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