
PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY of  CANADA

DATA SAMPLERDATA SAMPLER
CHIRPP - Canadian Hospitals Injury Reporting and Prevention Program

For additional information on the CHIRP program, please contact the Injury & Child Maltreatment Section, by phone at 
(613) 957-4689 by FAX at (613) 941-9927 or visit our website at http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/injury-bles/

INJURIES ASSOCIATED WITH SNOW SPORTS
Total number of downhill ski records in the database from October 1999-September 2000, 865.
Total number of snowboard records in the database from April 2000 – March 2001,  1,177.
Annual average of cross country ski records in the database as of December 2003, 37 per year.

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT  VISITS

FIVE LEADING INJURIES IN EACH SPORT

CIRCUMSTANCES

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01
Year

C
as

es
/1

0,
00

0 
re

co
rd

s

21.4

51.3

18.9

19.6
8.9

15.2
5.0

23.1

14.5 11.6

9.5

13.3

9.9
10.2

7.6

0

20

40

60

80

Ski Snowboard Cross Country
Trunk Upper Limb Strain/Sprain Other Lower Limb
Head,Face,Neck Lower Limb Strain/Sprain Lower Limb Fracture
Upper Limb Fracture

Pr
op

or
tio

n 
of

 p
at

ie
nt

s 
(%

)

20

40

60

80

29.5 23.0
36.0

41.3
46.9

40.2

16.0* 17.2* 8.5

0 Ski Snowboard Cross Country
Follow-up if necessary Follow-up required

Admitted/observation
*admission rate is approx. 2X that for entire CHIRPP database

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Ski Snowboard Cross-country

Fall Collision Chairlift/T-bar Jumps etc. Lost control Other

TREATMENT IN EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT
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