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A cut-off date for consideration of relevant data
is specified in Assessment Reports on all Priority
Substances to ensure the full evaluation of
identified information through several stages
of internal and external review.  Information
submitted following the cut-off date is considered
primarily in the context of its implications for risk
management or in setting priorities for conducting
full reassessments at a later date.  

For 2-butoxyethanol, Health Canada is
pleased to acknowledge the results of additional
research conducted in the period following
the cut-off date for review specified in the
Introduction to the Assessment Report.
Preliminary review of more recent relevant
published information referenced here, indicates
that it potentially impacts on several areas of
uncertainty delineated in this report but does not
appreciably shift the weight of evidence in
relation to the critical endpoint (i.e., haemolysis).
Rather, it further supports the adoption in the
assessment of a chemical specific adjustment
factor in development of a Tolerable
Concentration for this endpoint, which
acknowledges quantitatively the considerable
interspecies differences in sensitivity between
rodents and humans to haemolysis following
exposure to 2-BE (Udden, 2000, 2002).  

Likewise, based on preliminary review,
more recent information on potential modes
of action for other effects, including those in
the forestomach and liver of experimental
animals, supports the lack of emphasis on these
endpoints as a basis for essential conclusion in
the Assessment Report (Green et al., 2002; Park
et al., 2002a,b; Poet et al., 2003; Siesky et al.,
2002). 

These more recent data are being
considered more fully in the preparation of a
Concise International Chemical Assessment
Document on 2-butoxyethanol by the
International Programme on Chemical Safety.
The output of this evaluation will be taken into
account in the risk management phase under
CEPA for this compound.   

Also, in order to address a critical area
of uncertainty indicated in the Assessment
Report, further information on the presence and
proportion of 2-butoxyethanol in consumer
products currently available in Canada has
been acquired subsequent to the cut-off date
(ToxEcology, 2003).  This information supports
development of a much broader range of
estimates of exposure and supports the degree
of conservatism in the Assessment Report in
which estimates of short term exposure from a
small number of products are compared with the
Tolerable Concentration.
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Additional Data on Current Uses of 
2-Butoxyethanol in Canada
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Copies of this Assessment Report are available
upon request from:

Inquiry Centre
Environment Canada
Main Floor, Place Vincent Massey
351 St. Joseph Blvd.
Hull, Quebec
K1A 0H3

or by emailing:

PSL.LSIP@ec.gc.ca
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Unpublished supporting documentation,
which presents additional information, is available
upon request from:

Exisiting Substances Branch
Environment Canada
14th Floor, Place Vincent Massey
351 St. Joseph Blvd.
Hull, Quebec
K1A 0H3

or

Existing Substances Division
Environmental Health Centre
Health Canada
Tunney’s Pasture
Address Locator 0801C2
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0L2

addendum
PSL ASSESSMENT REPORT — 2-BUTOXYETHANOL


