
James Rosenquist - Clip 6 

Off the Continental Divide: “Water goes to the East, and water 
goes to the West” 

...it was really like throwing out reason and inac-

tion and doing something. The book was upside 

down. You throw a book on the floor. It was like 

motivation, just to get up and go, just to leave 

your home and go somewhere or do something. 

I left home when I was 21 years old. That was it. 

I never went back. One way or another, you 

leave your home, you slip off the Continental 

Divide and Continental Divide is where water 

goes one way. It goes east or it goes west, the 

water from the Divide, the water goes to the 

east, the water goes to the west. 

The coloured nails are, are you wasting time or 

building time? Are you marking off days, or are 

the nails building something. Hard to tell if 

you’re wasting time, or building time. 


