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Did you know that?

The sale of illegal tobacco products often benefits
criminal organizations.

The profits are used to:

. finance drug trafficking in Canada;
. purchase illegal weapons; and
° fund other illicit activities.

These activities affect the safety and security of our
communities and our children.

Effects on our society...

Buying and selling illegal tobacco has other negative
consequences for Canadian society:

i erodes respect for the law and minimizes
the serious consequences of this type of
criminal activity;
federal and provincial governments lose
millions in tax revenue, money that
could fund social programs, education,
employment programs and health care;

increases the tax burden for taxpayers;
prevents legitmate businesses from carrying
out their activities in a climate of fair
competition; and

encourages young people to take up
smoking through unrestricted access to
inexpensive cigarettes.

How can | identify illegal tobacco
products?

and pouches of tobacco indicating tha~
manufacturer has paid the relevant duti
The manufacturer's name and address,
the manufacturer's permit number must
also appear on the package.

If you purchase tobacco products that
not marked as required by law, yo
possession of illegal products. .
Cigarettes sold in unstamped carto
resealable plastic bags or which do not
display Health Canada warnings on the
package.
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