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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In May 1996 for the third consecutive year, the Survey.of Labour and Income
Dynamics (SLID) collected data on income fromitsfiret panel. Respondents have
the option of answering income questions in #n invarview, or of giving permission
to Statistics Canada to allow SLID to use.the imarmation on their income tax
return. By May 1996, about 71 % of 'igible persons, in 63 % of the households
had given permission for SLID tn access their Revenue Canadatax files. This left

about 6,300 households that»e = contacted for the May income interview.

This paper describes tie callection method and content of the 1996 income

interview.
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1 INTRODUCTION

In May 1996, the Survey of Labour Income and Dynamics collected data on
income for the third consecutive year. Respondents have the option of answering
the questions on income in an interview, or giving permission to Statistics Canada
to allow SLID to use the information on their income tax return. By May 1996,
about 71 % of persons, in 63 % of the households had given permission for SLID
to access their Revenue Canada tax files. This left 6,300 households that viere
contacted for an income interview. This research paper describes th= aata

collection procedures and the wording for the May income interviaw.

As part of the May collection procedures, contact quectians are asked and
household composition updated. SLID collects demog: apnic information for all
longitudinal persons (those who lived in selected hauseholds when the panel was
chosen) and those who live with longitudinal peruons (cohabitants). Income
information is collected in May for the previous reference year. The 1996 income
interview was conducted only fer persuns aged 16 or over on January 1, 1996.
Cohabitants identified in the Sanuary interview (new members in January 1996)
were questioned about-theli 1995 income (if they were 16 or over). New
cohabitants who were ide tified during the May interview will be questioned about

their income in 1597 {for reference year 1996).

There vere minor changes from January to the questions on the contact and
demgraphic portion of the interview. Dwelling type and tenure are not asked in
May. The questions on respondents demographic characteristics (sex, date of
birth, and marital status), and relationships were asked only of new cohabitants or
people for whom this information was missing. To obtain more details on this part
of the interview, refer to SLID Research Paper 96-01: S.ID Questionnaire for
Demographics and Contact: 1996. The documents that describe the collection

procedures and questions for the other components of the January interview are:
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96-03 SLID Labour Interview Questionnaire - January 1996
96-02 1996 Preliminary Interview Questionnaire

2. HOW TO READ THISDOCUMENT

Question number: For each section, the question number refers to the actuzl
number that is used in the software and appears on the interviewer's compute:

screen.

Pre-fill items. These are items specific to each interview.. The software adds the

relevant information into the question, making the interviewwor's job easier.
[respondent] - Thisisthe first and last nam > of tiie person to whom the
guestion refers. Thisis not necessariiy:the .2rson who is talking to the

interviewer.

Functions: The interviewers have ariumber of function keys on the computer
which provide them with the tc'lo ving options.
Help - providecinztructions related to the question on the screen or the
specific incsmasource.
Lang. - enanles the interviewer to change the questions on the screen from
Fngi~ita French or vice versa.
'ncone F3 Options - gives the interviewer accessto alist of other
functions or information.(a specific set of options available in the income
interview)
Calculator - enables the interviewer to make calculations on the
computer. The result istransferred to the amounts column.
View - complete questionnaire - provides access to the

guestionnaire for the other family members.
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View - current item - provides access to a specific source for all
other household members who have already responded.
Calculate weeks - enables the interviewer to calculate the number
of weeks during which the respondent could receive unemployment
insurance benefits, for example, and then multiply this number by
the amount received each week.
Demographic variables - provides the name and demographic
characteristics of each household member.
Comment (F4) - gives the interviewer the opportunity-tc-aad information in
anote for that question. These comments are used du.ing data processing.
Refusal (F5) - alowsthe interviewer to indicate e the respondent
refuses to answer the question. This answe .is s own in this paper as R.
Don't know (F6) - allowsthe intervizwer to ‘ndicate that the respondent
does not know the answer to the cuastion. This answer is shown in this
paper as DK.
PrevQ (F7) - takes you1be 2k 1o the previous question.
Qlist (F8) - displays all the gquestions completed so far in this part of the
interview.
Forward (r3;~7ast forward to the current question from an earlier
question vieved by Qlist.

End (~10) - alowsthe interviewer to interrupt or terminate the interview.

DATA COLLECTION METHOD

The data were collected by decentralized computer-assisted interviewing (CAl)

mainly by telephone from interviewers homes. The households surveyed received

anewsdletter in April that included aregional director's letter that provided

information on the special value of longitudinal information and a reminder that

respondents have the choice of an interview or of giving permission to access their
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tax records. Severa pagesin the newdetter provided information on the income
sources on which data would be collected as well as instructions on how to report
the amounts if respondents decided to be interviewed. Sinceit iseasier to answer
the questions on income by referring the income tax return, the text showed the
1995 tax form line numbers. For those who wished to prepare for the interview in
advance, there was space for three household membersto jot down their income
figures. Thiswas a change in procedures from the previous years when the income
package included a personalized income form for each eligible persun ir.the
household with alist of sources and instructions to complete tiia.form. The change
was made to reduce costs as there is no clear evidence whethe:.including
individual income forms in advance improves data guaiity uiis counterproductive

because some respondents find the package intimicating

During the collection period (May 1996), i=terviewers contacted the households
eligible for the income survey. These were lrouseholds where one or more member
had not been asked the permisaon question, had refused or reported they did not
file atax return. To reduce respordent burden, the household was not contacted if
the only member who»ac-not-given permission was a member aged 16 or 17.
Results from the picvinus year showed most of this age group had no income.
The May sample cunsisted of about 6,300 households out of the total SLID 1996
sample of 17.G3C households.

Fortwa previous collections, about 15 % of these households had not been traced
or wese deemed ineligible so their members had never been asked the tax

permission gquestion.

The 1995 income questions had very few changes from the content of the previous
interviews that were developed jointly with the Survey of Consumer Finances
(SCF) team. The main difference from SCF is that for both 1994 and 1995

reference years, respondents were not asked to report total income on the
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form/newdetter. Since interviews are computer-assisted, and the computer
performs the addition, a decision was made not to ask respondents to perform the
calculations themselves.

4, THE INCOME INTERVIEW

41 OVERVIEW

Statistics Canada interviewers contacted each household eligikie.for an income
interview. Some of these households had a mixture of responcnts who had
previoudly given or refused permission. Income inforrmericivwas not collected for
the members who had given permission previously or did so during the May 1996

contact.

Within households, interviewers asked 1»ambers who refused permission or did
not file atax return about their'scurces of income. If possible, the information for
all eligible members was colleciea during the same telephone conversation. If a
member of the househic!dwisied to answer for himself, the interviewer could
collect the informelien separately or make an appointment to call back. If
respondents gave rnission for Statistics Canada to access their tax returns, the

interview. et sieu for that person.

When respondents were interviewed, some edits were programmed to eliminate
serious input errors such as typing an additional zero in an amount or the faillure to
enter the decimal point for cents. The information collected in the January labour
survey was also used, to remind respondents that they had reported being
employed or receiving unemployment insurance, socia assistance or workers

compensation.



4.2 INCOME QUESTIONS

Before asking the first question of the income component alist displayed the
names of members eligible for income. (The name of members who have given
permission was not displayed ). The interviewer selected the person for whom the
information on income would be collected and the first question allowed us{o
determine whether the interview was given by a proxy or whether the persoron

whom the information was collected spoke directly with the interviewer .

INC_Q1
Interviewer: Select the person you aretalking to.
Go to INC-Q2

A list of al members in the household appears on the screen. The peoplein the
household at the time of the previous invarview who had since moved for whatever
reason, (deceased, moved, divarcad or separated), were identified by the notation
N/A (not applicable) next to tr.air name. Interviewers could not select these
people as respondents o the iriterview for other members of the household. The
people who had iciazd the household in May were also included on thislist. If the
person answering e questions did not belong to the household (child care
worker, for exaviple), the interviewer pressed F6 (don't know).

It was 1ot i mportant to know who had answered for the other members of the

houschold, only whether the interview had been given by a proxy.

INC-Q2:
Interviewer: In January respondent <prefill of value> .
Does <respondent> volunteer permission for SLID to use hisgher tax
records for income data?

Prefillswere:
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<was not asked the permission question>

<refused permission>

<does not file atax return>

<withdrew permission> ( Do not ask INC-Q2 but go to INC-Q3)

Yes Goto INC_Q2A

No GotoINC Q3

Does not file atax return GotoINC Q3
INC_Q2A

End of interview for this person.

Interviewer: Press <Enter> to continue.

This screen allowed the interviewer to retumn to INC_Q2 by pressing <F7> where

respondents changed their mind or.if the intarviewer made a mistake.

INC_Q3
DURING 1995, WHAT A3 [respondent]’ S INCOME FROM THE
FOLLOWING SGUPTES?

Thelist of iiwoine items was as follows:

1- Wages and salaries before deductions

2- Farm self-employment net income, including farm program payments and
rebates, Canadian Wheat Board payments, crop insurance, etc.

3- Non-farm self-employment net income, including business, professional,
commission, fishing and net income from roomers and boarders

4- Interest on bank accounts and other deposits, savings certificates, Canada
Savings Bonds and other bonds



5 Dividends (taxable amount)

6- Taxable capital gains. . . net capital gains

7- Other investment income, including net rental income, etc.

8- Child Tax Benefit, including Quebec Family Allowance and Allowance for
Newborn Children

O- Old Age Security Pension, Guaranteed Income Supplement, Spouse’s
Allowance from federal government only

10- Canadaor Quebec Pension Plan benefits

11-  Unemployment | nsurance benefits (before deductions)

12-  Socia Assistance and Provincia Income Supplements

13-  Workers Compensation benefits

14-  Goods and Services Tax Credit (total of all cheq es received in 1994)

15-  Provincid tax credits, including Quelxc Rec! Estate Tax Refund

16-  Veterans Pensions and Civilian W< Pensions and Allowances

17-  Other income from governmen: 2ources - Specify

18-  Retirement pensions, giperaninuation and annuities (excluding RRSP)

19-  RRSP annuities received and RRIF withdrawals

20-  RRSP withdrawals froim unmatured RRSPs

21-  Alimony, scgas=ticn allowance, child support

22-  Money froia persons outside this household to help with living expenses

23-25 Otheriieiney income - Specify source and give amount of any other money
recelved, including severance pay, retiring allowances, wage loss
replacement benefits, employer or union supplementary unemployment
benefits for lost earnings, interest from loans or mortgages, lottery

winnings and inheritances.

Total 1995 income
1995 income tax (federal plus provincial)
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If the newdetter had been filled out, each item in question INC_Q3 did not have to
be asked except the confirmation of total income and the amount of total income
tax paid. If there was no advance preparation, the interviewer usually suggested
the respondent refer to tax forms and report the items entered there. Otherwise
she had to ask whether income had been received from each source.

Question INC_Q3 was presented on two screens. (See figure) The interview =
could easily switch from screen to screen. The top of the screen displayad the
respondent’s name and a long description of the income sourcez. | h.the left portion
of the screen, items 1 to 14 (with a short wording) appeared ¢ the first screen and
items 15 to 25 as well as total income and tax paid appeaea on the second screen.
In the right portion of the screen, there was a mescage window containing the
name of the person to whom the interviewerv:as g.zaking and the cumulative total
of amounts already reported. All error mw2zages appeared in this window as well
asthe calculator(F3) and the text from the 1elp function (<F1>) for each item.
The figure on the next page show s the screen asiif the interviewer entered an
amount triggering a range edit ‘or /Child tax credit.

For questions 17,2C;-2 and 25, the respondent had to specify the source of
income. Even if the respondent did not know the amount or refused to give the
amount received; the interviewer asked him to specify the source of this income.
When theinerviewer entered an amount for one of these items, a list of possible
sourcas appeared. The interviewer simply had to select one of the sources or type
in the answer if it did not appear on the list. This feature which was added in May
1995, helped the interview progress more quickly, reduced typing mistakes, and

made fewer responses that needed coding during processing.
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INC_Q3
STEVEN NELLIGAN

... CHILD TAX BENEFIT INCLUDING QUEBEC FAMILY ALLOWANCE AND
QUEBEC ALLOWANCE FOR NEWBORN CHILDREN

1. Wages and salaries 25000.00 Meszage Centre

2. Farm self-employment 00.00

3. Non-farm self-empl 00.00 | Interviewer:

4. |nterest 450.00 | Thisarmount appearsto be rather unusual. Are

5. Dividends 0090 | Vuursure?

6. Taxable capital gains n0.00 - Fress <Enter>to confirm or enter a new

7. Other investment income ¢n.00| vaLe

8. Child tax benefit 150.00

9. OAS, GIS, Spouse's 00.00

10. CPP or QPP 00.00 | RUNNING TOTAL = 25600.00

11. Unemployment 00.00

12. SocialAssst 00.00 | Person being spoken to:

13. Worvierd . Comp 00.00 | IRENE NELLIGAN

1 GSiCredit 00.00
F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 F6 F7 Fo F10 F12
Help Language Opt Comment Refuse Dknow PrevQ Fast Fwd Exit Continue
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The list for other income from government sources (item 17) is the following:

- NCARP/COD moratorium/TAGS

- Training allowance from federal or provincia governments

- Cash property tax reductions and rebates

- Payments under the Quebec Program for Older Worker Adjustment (POXVA)
- Regular payments from provincial automobile insurance plans

- Quebec Maternity Allowance

- Don't know / refuses to give sources

- Other (specify)

The list for other money income (items 23, 24 and ?5) i the following:
- Scholarships, bursaries, fellowships, reseaich grants

- Settlements of life or other insurance puiicies

- Retiring alowance and severance pey fram employer

- Income from outside Canad

- Lottery and gambling winnigs

- Wage loss replacemaont berefits and income maintenance payments
- Inheritance

- Employer or unian supplementary unemployment benefits

- Payments o Children's Aid

- Irta~st from loans and mortgages

- Regular income from an estate or trust fund

- Don't know or refusesto give source

- Other (specify)

There was also afinal question about the name of a contact person only for the

household members who were interviewed about their income . This was designed
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to facilitate the tracking of respondentsif the interviewer had difficulty reaching

the respondent for the next interview in January 1997.

END_INC_Q1
THISINTERVIEW ISPART OF A LONGER-TERM STUDY. WE WILL
NEED TO CALL AGAIN NEXT YEAR.

Interviewer: Press <Enter> to continue.

If no name had been previoudly collected, the following questicia apneared:

END_INC_Q2

IN CASE OF DIFFICULTIESIN REACHING res.ondent], WE WOULD
LIKE THE NAME OF A FRIEND OR R&! AT\WE WE COULD CALL.
THISWOULD ONLY BEUSED TO !l PUSMAKE CONTACT WITH
[respondent].

Enter/Verify contact name (firet axd last)
Enter/verify contact perscn’s.::

City/Telephone naiaoar

If the name &i arcontact person had been previoudly collected, the following

quesiicn appeared:

END_INC_Q3

IN A PREVIOUS INTERVIEW, WE COLLECTED THE NAME OF A
FRIEND OR RELATIVE OF [respondent] IN CASE THERE WERE ANY
DIFFICULTIESIN REACHING HIM/HER. | WOULD LIKE TO VERIFY
THAT THISINFORMATION IS UP-TO-DATE.
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Enter/verify contact name ( first and last)
Enter/verify contact person’s ...
City/Telephone number

These last two screens enabled the interviewer to enter the name, city and
telephone number of a contact person or to verify this information for respendents
who had previoudy provided a name (The information collected appeared i1 the

screen.)

4.3 EDITS

Five types of edits were used during data collectioir. Thar purpose wasto clean
up the data during the interview. In some casas, tho edits served to correct the
amount the interviewer had entered in the computer. In other cases, they verified

the consistency of the data between the January and May interviews.

4.3.1 Amount check

The first type of ecit-aongsted of checking the amount entered by the interviewer.
The edit range was soit, meaning that the interviewer could leave the amount as
entered.. Wa=ritie amounts entered in the computer were outside the
preceterminad range, an error message for the interviewer popped up. The
messcae was worded as follows: “This amount appears to be rather unusua. Are
you sure?’. The ranges shown below were determined using data collected in
previous years SLID income interviews). The ranges exclude approximately 5%

of amounts below or above the selected limits:
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Description Minimum M aximum
1 Wages and salaries 1,000 100,000
2 Farm self-employment net income -5,000 100,000
3 Non-farm self-employment net income -5,000 150,000
4 | nterest 25 50,000
5 Dividends 10 50,000
6 Taxable capital gains 10 100,000
7 Other investment income -1,000 50,000
8 Child Tax Benefit IR 200 4,500
9 Old Age Security Pension, Guaranteed Ixconie 2,300 12,000
Supplement, Spouse's Allowance .,
10 | Canada or Quebec Pension Plan uanefits 500 15,000
11 Unemployment Insuranca henefits 500 23,000
12 | Socia Assistance and ~vevincia Income 300 25,000
Supplements |
13 | Workers Coi.'oensation benefits 200 50,000
14 | Gooaeand Services Tax Credit 100 1,500
15 | “Previncial tax credits 25 3,000
16! Veterans Pensions and Civilian War Pensions and 300 50,000
Allowances
17 Other income from government sources 100 25,000
18 Retirement pensions, superannuation and annuities 500 50,000
19 | RRSP annuities received and RRIF withdrawals 100 50,000
20 | RRSPwithdrawals 500 20,000
21 Alimony, separation allowance, child support 800 25,000
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Description Minimum M aximum
22 Money from persons outside the household 500 15,000
23 Other money income 10 25,000
24 Other money income 10 25,000
25 |  Other money income 10 25,000
26 | Tota income (see 4.3.3) AL ) 150,000
27 Income tax (see 4.3.4) PN 75,000

4.3.2 Comparison with information collected in January

The second type of edit was a comparison of tihe atuiiation collected during the
January 1996 labour interview with the informacion collected in May 1996.
Information collected in January indic:ted tnat the respondent had received
amounts from one of the sources miatianed and should report income in May.

If no amount was reported for veaycsand salaries, unemployment insurance
benefits, workers compensation benefits or social assistance but the respondent
had reported receiving st.=h income in January, the following error messages
appeared:

By remindiig .he respondent that he/she had reported receiving unemployment
insurance venefits, for example, during the previous interview the interviewer

increased the probability that the respondent would report an amount.

‘Based on our January interview, we expected an amount for [type of

income]. Did we missit?
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4.3.3 Old Age Security Pension, Guaranteed Income Supplement, Spouse's

Allowance

Error messages related to these sources of income were programmed based on the
respondents’ age. If the person was 65 and over and did not report OAS, the
message said:

‘Normally personsaged 65 or over receive thistype of income. Did wa

missit?

Another error message (for the interviewer) popped up when o.respondent under
the age of 60 reported an amount for item 9 (Old Age secaity Pension,
Guaranteed Income Supplement or Spouse's Allowance,. The message was

worded as follows:

‘Interviewer: Normally thistype of inicorsieis paid only to persons aged 60 or

over. Could thisbeincome fion another source?’

4.3.4 Total incomechixck

The fourth tvpe ot check related to total income. This check verified the amounts

entered hv 1< interviewer.

1- If the respondent reported at least one amount
The computer calculated atotal and the interviewer asked the respondent

whether the amount seemed correct. The message was worded as follows:

‘Based on the amountsreported, the computer has calculated thetotal

income as [total income as calculated ]. Doesthis sound about right?’
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The interviewer must enter “Yes' or “No”.
a) If theinterviewer entered “ Yes’, the calculated amount is transferred to

the “Total income” line.

b) If theinterviewer entered “ No” , the following message appeared:
‘Perhaps | made a mistake entering the numbers. Could we

review them?’

The interviewer could revise the amounts, enter a e amount in total

income or press F5 (refusal) or F6 (don’t know).

2. If the respondent had answered “ don’t know' or refused to statethe

amount for a source of income

In this situation, if the respondent repoitea-atotal income greater than the total
income calculated by the compaicr, asecond message for the interviewer only,

appeared under the earlier messayz; worded as follows:

Intervicwos* Note that the total the respondent has reported may

include values for refusals and “don’t knows".”

3- 'f tha respondent answered “ do not know” or refused to answer any
itemsor reported noincome for all items,
The following message appeared, intended for the respondent:

‘Can you give an estimate of total income?’

The interviewer must enter “Yes' or “No”.
a) If the respondent gives an estimate, the interviewer enters the amount

in the “Total income” line.
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b) If theinterviewer enters® No”, the following list appears and the
interviewer chooses the appropriate option:
C No income reported but income received in 1995
C Noincomein 1995
C Don't know if respondent received income or not in 1995

C Respondent refuses to give income information.

4.3.5 Edit of amount of income tax reported

It is difficult to calculate the amount of tax paid when a respo.:dent does not give
any indication. The deductions to which respondentsaic ciiiitled are very difficult
to estimate. It istherefore important to question tie ressondent when he/she does
not report the amount of income tax paid. Vwien tri2 respondent had reported total
income greater than or equal to $25,000 «v.d had not given an amount for item 27
(tax paid), the interviewer asked the responzent if he/she had forgotten to report
tax paid. A different message »opped up if the amount of tax reported was more

than 50% of the total incorne roocrted. The messages were worded as follows:

‘[Respondent] rgeertad a total income of XXX $ and has not reported an
amount for inconi2tax. Did we forget it?’

or
‘Theanount reported for income tax israther high compared to your total
incorve. | entered $XXX.. DID | GET IT RIGHT?









4 VeerzauswA o AvEGy as v

NEWSLETTER

On behalf of Statistics Canada, I would like to thank you once
again for your participation in the Survey of Labour and Income
Dynamics. The information you provide becomes even more valuable
SURVEY OF every year that we interview you.

Some respondents have asked why SLID interviews the same people

Labour several years in a row. There is a good reason. Our lives change and by
talking to the same people over time the survey shows these changes.
AND

How are families and individuals coping? What i appens to the
Income family when a breadwinner loses his or her joh? How long does it

Dynamics

take to find another job? Is it as good cc-th2last job? Financially
what are the effects of getting marriea, -2parating or retiring? By
knowing these sorts of “dynamics”, \ve can learn hard facts about a
lot of issues. Here are a few:

v the long-term results o job loss
v the transition frem heiny; a student to finding a job
v how many neople experience long-term poverty, and why

v the rc'e of major government programs in supporting families and
heipingpeople get through difficult times

1 fird out such things, we have to interview people from all walks
oy life over several years to get a long-term picture. That’s what
i “akes SLID unique.

For this part of the survey, an interviewer from Statistics Canada
will contact your household early in May to ask income questions.

Again, thank you for your participation.

Jr

Director, Quebec Region
Statistics Canada

[l

Bel oo goises Canada




Who uses the SLID data?

People who represent you in government and other organizations use it to develop policies and
programs. Journalists use the data to inform us about our society. Results from the survey
ensure that we are all better informed. As society becomes more complex, information from
SLID becomes more essential.

Every year, your information is important.

Although the questions are the same every year, your answers may change aepunding on your
circumstances. In a longitudinal survey like SLID, we compare the inform.tisn that you and
other respondents report this year to your situation last year and the ye.~ before that, to find out
what patterns tend to occur between work, income, and even cknees in your family situation. It
is likely that many other people share experiences like yours.

It’s confidential!

We realize that confidentialicy i< a big concern for you. We want to assure you
that your information is-alw ays safe with Statistics Canada. No one will ever
identify you or your fai~ily from the data. Any information that could identify
you out of the wheole Canadian population is never released to anyone. Our policy
on that will neve. ciange.

IS

If you would like to receive a brochure on recent
findings from SLID, just return the card enclosed with
this newsletter.

SOME RESULTS




CHOICES

In the past, we asked about using your tax records in order to obtain your income information.
So far, three-quarters of all SLID respondents have given us permission to use their tax data.

You are receiving this newsletter because someone in your household either preferred to be
interviewed, or does not file a tax return. These individuals will be contacted in May for their
income information. The option of allowing us to access tax records is still available. Should
anyone wish to go this route, please inform the interviewer when he/she calls.

It’s a one way street...

With your permission, we will obtain your tax record information from k>venue Canada, but
they will not be able to get your SLID information. The only informa'ion chey can get is what is
. released to the general public.

TO HELP YOU WITH THE INTERVIEW

We will ask abou. 1995 iacome. On the next pages, we provide
information o071 u e income sources we ask about. Most people will have
only a few itam. to report.

. If you wowd iike to prepare in advance to speed up the interview there
is space provided to jot down your income information. Answer as best
vou can.

Q We have also given the 1995 tax form line numbers if you would rather
/‘“ refer to your tax form when the interviewer calls.



1 Wages and Salaries from all jobs before

deductions. Include commissions, tips, military pay

and allowances.

® Line 101.

@ Report retiring allowances, severance pay, wage
loss replacement and supplementary
unemployment benefits in item 23.

2 Farm self-employment net income: that is gross

income less operating expenses, depreciation and

capital cost allowances.

e Line 141.

o If partnership, report your share only.

® Report rent from farms leased to others in item 7.

@ If incorporated, report in item 1 and/or 5, as done
for tax.

3 Non-Farm self-employment net income: that is
gross income less operating expenses, depreciation
and capital cost allowances.

o Lines 135, 137, 139 and 143.

e If partnership, report your share only.

@ Report TAGS in item 17,

o Ifincorporated, report in item 1 and/or 5, as done
Jor tax.

companies, etc., on guaranteed investmuont covtificates

(GICs), Canada Savings Bonds, otli=1 go'. >nment

bonds, mutual funds, Treasury B.''s ard life insurance

policies. Include interest ard divider. 's from outside

Canada.

®Line 121.

® Report interest ¢nly, not tne principal.

@ For joint accoun.. rerort each person’s share
separately.

5 Dividends: taxable amount from Canadian
corporations.
e Line 120.

6 Taxable Capital Gains
e Line 127.

7 Other investment income not reported above
such as net rents for real estate and leased farm land,
etc.

o Line 126.

$ $
$ $
$_- $
$ $
$ $
$ $




8 Child Tax Benefit: To be reported by the parent
who receives cheque from federal government.

9 Old Age Security Pension, Guaranteed Income

Supplement and Spouse’s Allowance:

o Line 113 and 146 (or line 146 only for form
T1S-B/T1S-C),

10 Canada or Quebec Pension Plan benefits
received for:
o retirement
o disability, including benefits for dependent
children
o Surviving spouse
o orphan’s benefit
o Line 114.
® Report retirement pensions from company or
union-sponsored plans in item 18 or, if received
from outside Canada, in item 23.

1 1 Unemployment Insurance benefits for job
loss, sickness, maternity, paternity, adoption, job
creation, work sharing, retraining and benefits to
self-employed fishermen.

e Line 119.

12 social Assistance and Provineiz: In. ~ome
Supplements from any provincial or waicipal
programs for persons whose income is L2t adequate
to meet basic needs. Include beveliicSar food, fuel,
shelter, clothing, special needs ana payments from
work incentive programs.

o Line 145.

13 Workers’ Compe.sa.cdon benefits from any

provincial governy =nt rlan covering work related in

jury or disabiLy,

o Line 144.

® Report benefits from any non-government plans in
item 23

14 Goods & Services Tax Credit: Report the
amount from all GST cheques received in 1995.

15 Provincial Tax Credits
o Line 479 (and 480 in Alberta).
Quebec residents only:

@ Sum of lines 455, 458 to 461 on Quebec 1995
Income Tax Return.




16 Veterans’ Pensions and Civilian War

Pensions and Allowances from Veterans Affairs.

® Report regular retirement pensions from the
Canadian Armed Forces in item 18.

17 Other income from government sources not
reported above, such as:
s payments from training programs
o property tax reductions and rebates
o regular payments from provincial automobile
insurance plans (exclude lump sum payments)
o payments under the Quebec Program for Older
Worker Adjustment(POWA)
 payments for employees in fishing industry
(TAGS)
o Quebec Maternity Allowance
Please specify the source of this income

INCOME FROM
PENSIONS, RRSPS, RRIFS

18 Retirement pensions, superannuation«nd

annuities, excluding RRSP: Include suryivars’

benefits from an employment pension plan and

annuity benefits that do not come frow a n.>tured

RRSP.

© T4A slip boxes 16 and 24, T3 slip bax > !, TS5 slip
box 19.

© Exclude retum of contribution. fron: a pension plan.

® Report severance pav . d retirvig allowances in
item 23.

19 RRSP anruiies fr m a matured Registered
Retirement Scvings !~z and withdrawals from a
Registered Retu »ment Income Fund (RRIF).

© T4RSP slip box .6 and T4RIF slip boxes 16 and 20.

20) rRRSP withdrawals:

© T4RSP slip box 22,

® Exclude tax-free withdrawals for purchasing a
home.

Name

Name

Name

$




‘ Name
OTHER INCOME

Name

Name

21 Alimony, separation allowance, child
support: Include benefits received under a court $

order or written agreement,
® Line 128.

22 Money, from persons outside this household to
help with living expenses. $

23 Other income not reported above such as
severance pay, retiring allowances, wage loss
replacement benefits, employer or union
supplementary unemployment benefits for lost
earnings due to illness, layoff, etc., payments from
Children’s Aid, interest from loans or mortgages,
regular income from an estate or trust fund, etc.
o Line 104 and line 130. $
® Also include inheritances and lottery winnings.
® Exclude proceeds from the sale of property,
businesses, financial assets or personal
belongings, income tax refunds, loans received,
loans repaid to you as the lender, refunds of
contributions to work-related pension plans.

Please specify the source of this income —_
INCOME TAX o

What was your Income Tax on youx 1995

income?

Report federal and provinciai *ax payable on your $

1995 income.

All provinces exccnt Duebec:

® Sum of line 427 an.’ 4.2 {or line 435 only for form
T1S8-A/T1S-R).

Quebec resicenis only:

© Sum of line 420 from federal tax return and line
450 from the Ministére du Revenu du Quebec 1995
Income Tax Return.

® Subtract sum of lines 445 and 446 on the Quebec
return.




Thanks to all of you who sent your change of address cards.
This information is very useful in a longitudinal survey.

We hope you find our newsletter useful. To save money, the
newsletter is produced and mailed using the least expensive

methods. If you have any comments on this or anything else
please return the enclosed card.

If you have any questions about the survey, please 7sk your interviewer or call
your Statistics Canada regional office for more infor.nausi.

Statistics Canada Regional Office
North American Life Centre
1770 Market Street, 3rd Floor
Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3J 3M3

Local calls:(902) 426-6212
Toll-free service:1-800-554-6086

Statistics Canada Regionsl Oft. 2
Guy-Favreau Complex, Ea.+ Tower
200 René-Lévesque Blva. Wust
4th Floor

Montréal, Quebec, 9227 1X4

Local calls:51 }) 283-1011
Toll-free-cervie:1-800-363-6720

Statistic.. Canada Regional Office
Civ.: Administration Centre

225 h siditch Street, 2nd Floor
Sturgeon Falls, Ontario, POH 2G0

Local calls:(705) 753-4888

. Toll-free service:1-800-461-1662-Ext 230

Statistics Canada Regional Office
Anie Meighen Building

23 St. Clair Avenue East, 10th Floor
Toronto, Ontario, M4AT 1M4

Local calls:(416) 973-6544
Toll-free service:1-800-387-0714

Statistics Canada Regional Office
Avord Tower

9th Floor

2002 Victoria Avenue

Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P OR7

Local calls:(306) 780-6089
Toll-free service:1-800-263-1136

Statistics Canada Regional Office
Library Square
600-300 West Georgia Street

Vancouver, British Columbia, V6B 6C7

Local calls:(604) 666-3553
Toll-free service:1-800-663-0172






This appendix provides the text which the interviewers can use to help answer

guestions from respondents on where certain amounts should be reported.

1) Wages and salaries
from ALL jobs BEFORE ALL deductions
REF. Line 101.

INCLUDE

*include commissions and tips

* earnings from casual work
withno T4

* pay as member of armed forces

or reserve unit

NOTE: Report retiring allowances,
severance pay, wage loss

replacement benefits and employar of
union suppl. unemployment Lanesitsin
items 23 to 25.

2) Farm self-emp'oyment NET income
REF: Line 141

INC:UDE
* farm program payments/rebates
* Can. Wheat Board payments

* crop insurance

EXCLUDE

* operating expenses



* depreciation allowances
* capital cost allowances
* value of food and fuel produced

and consumed on own farm

If partnership, report YOUR SHARE

NOTE: If farmisincorporated,
report in item 1, and/or item 5
as done for tax purposes.
Report net rent from

farms rented out to othersin

item?7.

3) Non-farm self-employment
NET income from unincorporated
BUSINESS, COMMISSION,
PROFESSIONAL, FISHING
REF: Lines 135, 137, 139

and 143.
INCLUDE
* grossinc..less expenses from

roomars a d poarders

EXCi.UDE
* operating expenses
* depreciation allowances

* capital cost allowances

If partnership, report YOUR SHARE



NOTE: If businessisincorporated
report initem 1, and/or 5,

as done for tax purposes.

TAGS fishing income compensation
payments should be reported in
item 17.

4) Interest
REF: Line 121.

INCLUDE interest on

* deposits

* savings

* guar. inv. certificates (GICs)

* Canada Savings Bonds

* other gov. bonds

* corporate bonds

* mutual funds

* Treasury Bills

* life insurance pclicies

* interest and dividends from
OUTSIDE Canada

EXC . UDE the principal.

NOTE: For joint accounts,

report YOUR SHARE.

5) Dividends
REF: Line 120.



TAXABLE amount from

Canadian corporations.

6) Taxable Capital Gains

as reported for tax purposes.

REF: Line 127.

7) Other investment income
REF. Line 126.

EXAMPLES INCLUDE:
* net rental income

* rentsfor leased farm land

8. Child Tax Benefit

To be reported by parent wiic
receives cheque from faderc!.acv.
INCLUDE

* Québec Family Allowances

* Québec +!lcvwance for Newborn

Child-en

NOTE: Report Manitoba "CRISP"
payment in item 12.

9) Old Age Security Pension,
Guaranteed |ncome Supplement,

Spouse's Allowance



REF: Line 113 and 146 (or line 146
only for form T1S-B/T1S-C).

INCLUDE payments from fed. gov.
* to persons 65 years and over
(OAS/GIS),
* to eligible persons 60 to 64
old (SPA and extended SPA)

NOTE: Report prov. income

supplements in item 12 and/or 17.

10) Canada or Québec Pension
Plan benefits
REF: Line 114.

INCLUDE

* Retirement Pension

* Disability Pension inciudii g
benefits for dependerit ciiidren

* Surviving Spouss's Pension

* Combined Fension
(Reticemear t or Disability,
coisbined with Surviving
Spouse's Pension)

* Orphan's Benefit

NOTE: Report retirement pensions
from company or union-sponsored

plansinitem 18 or, if received



from outside Canada, in items 23
to 25.

11) Unemployment Insurance
benefits BEFORE deductions
or repayments from

FEDERAL Ul program

REF: Line 119.

INCLUDE benefits for:

* job loss

* sickness

* maternity, paternity, adoption
* job creation

* work sharing

* retraining

* benefits to self-employed

fishermen

NOTE: TAGS fishingincsme
compensation payments
should be o rted initem 17.

12) Zocial Assistance and

Provincial Income Supplements

from PROV. or MUNICIPAL programs
INCLUDE benefits for food, fuel,
shelter, clothing, special needs

and work incentive programs.

REF: Line 145.



EXAMPLES INCLUDE
Newfoundland

*Income Support Program
*Special Age Related Assistance
* Social Assistance Program

* Child Welfare Program

* Day Care Subsidy Program

Prince Edward Iland

* Social Assistance

* Child Welfare

* Assistance for Day Care

* Assistance for Residential Care

Nova Scotia

* Family Benefits Program

* Municipa Social Assistance
Program

* Maternal Nutritional Allovance

* Specia Social Assistancs (SSA)
Program (Senioia)

* Rental Axsictance Program
(Seniors)

New Brunswick

*Social Assistance

*Trangtional Assistance Program (TAP)
* Extended Benefits Program (EBP)
*Fuel Supplement Program

* Interim Assistance Program (1A)



* Upgrading Training & Placement
(UT&P)

* Income Supplement Benefits

* Long Term Established Needs
Program (LTEN)

* Day Care Subsidy

Québec
* Financial Support Program (FSP)
* Work and Employment
Incentives Program (WEIP)
* Parental Wage Assistance
Program (PWA)
* Senior Citizens Rental
Assistance Program (LOGIRENTE)

Ontario

* General Welfare Assistance{5VA)
* Family Benefits Progiam (=BA)

* GAINS-A (Seniars)

* GAINS-D (for the clisabled)

* Handiceppe 1. Children's Benefits

Mar.i“oba

* Provincia Social Allowances
Program

* Municipal Assistance Program

* Child Related Income Support
Program (CRISP)

* 55 Plus, A Manitoba Income



Supplement

* Shelter Allowances for Elderly
Renters (SAFER, SAFFR)

* Income Assistance for the
Disabled

Saskatchewan

* Family Income Plan (FIP)

* Saskatchewan Assistance Plan
(SAP)

* Saskatchewan Income Plan (SIP)
(Seniors)

Alberta
* Supports for Independence (SFI)
* Alberta Seniors Benefit (ASB)
*Child Welfare
*Special Needs Assistance {Saniers)
* Assured Income for the
Severely Handicanned (+1SH)
* Servicesto persanswith
Disabilities (3PD)

Britich Columbia

* Income Support Programs (I SP)

* Income Assurance (Programs
for Independence)

* GAIN (for handicapped and
seniors 60-64 not receiving
OASand SPA)



* GAIN (Seniors Supplement)

* Temporary Assistance 13)Workers Compensation benefits
from any provincial government

compensation plan covering work-

related injury or disability

REF: Line 144.

NOTE: Report benefits from any
non-government plansin items 23
to 25.

14) Goods and Services Tax Credit

Report amount from ALL GST credit
cheques received in 1995 from the
federal government.

15) Provincial Tax Credits

All provinces except Quehes:

REF: Line 479 (and 489 n»Alberta)

Québec residents only:

REFE: &um cf fines 458 to 461 on
Querec 1995 Income Tax Return.
INCLUDE: Real Estate Tax Refund
for Forest Producers and Refundable
Tax Credit for Adoption Expenses on
Québec Income Tax Return.

Not applicable in Saskatchewan.



16) Veterans Pensionsand

Civilian War Pensions and

Allowances from Department

of Veterans Affairs.

INCLUDE

* Disability Pension

* Special Allowances
(Attendance and Clothing All.)

* Additional Pension for spouse
and children

* Survivor Benefits (Surviving
Spouse and Surviving
Dependants)

* Civilian War Pensions and All.

* Prisoner-of-War Compensation

* Gallantry Awards

NOTE: Report regular retiiement
pensions from the Canadiar Arrned

Forcesinitem 18.

17) Other incame from gov.

sources not reported

INCXUDE

* payments from federal or prov.
gov. for training programs

* property tax reductions and
rebates

* regular payments from prov.

automobile insurance plans



(exclude lump sum payments)
* payments under the Québec
Program for Older Worker
Adjustment (POWA)
* TAGS payments
for employeesin the fishing
industry
* Québec Maternity Allowance

18) Retirement pensions,
superannuation and annuities
REF: T4A-boxes 16 and 24,
T3- box 31 and T5-box 19.

INCLUDE

* pension income and survivors
benefits from a pension plan of
ONE OR MORE employeis

* pensions of retired civil
servants, armed forces personnel
and RCMP officars

* annuity vensfits recelved from
Canalian Government Annuities
Fuid, an insurance company, etc.

EXCLUDE

* RRSP annuities

* return of contributions from a

pension plan

NOTE: Report annuities from



matured RRSPs and income from
RRIFsinitem 19. Report
withdrawals from unmatured RRSPs
initem 20. Report severance pay
and retiring alowancesin items
2310 25.

19) RRSP annuitiesreceived
and RRIF withdrawals
REF. T4ARSP-box 16 and
T4RIF-boxes 16 and 20.

INCLUDE

* annuity receipts (including
survivor's benefits) from a
matured RRSPs

* withdrawals from a RRIFs

20) RRSP withdraweats
REF: T4RSP dip - hox. 2.

INCLUDE

* withdrawel of funds from RRSP
accounts (unmatured RRSPS)

EXCLUDE

* tax-free withdrawals used for

purchasing a home

NOTE: Report annuities received
from matured RRSPs in item 19.



21) Alimony, separation
allowance, child support
REF: Line 128.

INCLUDE
* benefits under a court order
or written agreement
* received by YOU, or by SOMEONE
EL SE on your behalf
to maintain Y OU, your CHILDREN,
or BOTH
22) MONEY from personsoutside
this household to help with

living expenses

EXAMPLES INCLUDE

* money for rent and food

EXCLUDE

* value of non-cash gifts23,..Otner money income
OTHER CASH inc_nct regorted

REF: Lines 104 ad 130.

EXAN PLES INCLUDE:

* rexviring allowances and
severance pay received on
termination of employment

* wage loss replacement benefits

* Income maintenance payments

* supp. unemployment benefits

from employer or union



* payments from Children's Aid

* non-refundable scholarships,
bursaries, fellowships,
research grants

* settlements of life or other
insurance policies

* |ottery and gambling winnings

* money inherited

* income from outside Canada
(if not already reported)

* interest from loans or mortgages

* regular income from an estate
or trust fund

* etc.

24) Other money income
OTHER CASH inc. not reporte
REF: Lines 104 and 130.

EXAMPLES INCL UDE:

* retiring alowarncees and
severance 7L received on
termination of employment

* we e loss replacement benefits

* Income maintenance payments

* supp. unemployment benefits
from employer or union

* payments from Children's Aid

* non-refundable scholarships,

bursaries, fellowships,



research grants
* settlements of life or other
insurance policies
* |ottery and gambling winnings
* money inherited
* income from outside Canada
(if not already reported)
* interest from loans or mortgages
* regular income from an estate
or trust fund
* etc. 25) Other money income
OTHER CASH inc. not reported
REF: Lines 104 and 130.

EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

* retiring allowances and
severance pay received on
termination of employmerit

* wage loss replacemerit ben<fits

* Income maintenance pay ents

* supp. unemploy.erit benefits
from emayer or union

* pavnents 'rom Children's Aid

* novi-refundable scholarships,
bursaries, fellowships,
research grants

* settlements of life or other
insurance policies

* |ottery and gambling winnings

* money inherited



* income from outside Canada
(if not already reported)
* interest from loans or mortgages
* regular income from an estate
or trust fund
* etc. 26) Total 1995 income

27) Income Tax on 1995 income
FEDERAL and PROV. tax payable

on 1995 income

All provinces except Québec:
Sum of line 420 and 428

(or 435 only for form
T1S-A/T1S-B).

Québec residents only:

Sum of line 420 from 1995 ‘~derd
tax return and line 450 from the
Ministére du Revenu du Québec
1995 Incoie Tax Return.

EXCL JDE QPP contributions and
hea 1 tax reported on lines 445
and 446 of the Québec return.

If they filed their federal return
usngaTlSA, T1SB, TiSCor
filed electronically, they may not
have calculated their taxes. They



should report their best estimate
of their tax payable (plus Québec
tax, if applicable).

If they cannot estimate an amount,
indicate whether or not they have
atax payable (enter "DK" if they
think they have tax payable but
they don't know how much, or "0"

if they think it is zero).



