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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In May 1997 the Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics{SLID) collected data
on income from both its first and second panels. R2spo.dents have the option of
answering income questions in an interview, ar of Qiviig permission to Statistics
Canadato alow SLID to use the informetion on their income tax return. By May
1997, about 80 % of eligible persons «.f. panel 1 and 64% of eligible persons of
panel 2 had given permission for. SLIU <0 access their Revenue Canada tax files.
This left about 13,000 houschalds triat were contacted for the May income

interview.

This paper descrives the collection method and content of the 1997 income

interview.
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1 INTRODUCTION

In May 1997, the Survey of Labour Income and Dynamics collected data on
income for the fourth consecutive year. Respondents had the option of answering
the questions on income in an interview, or giving permission to Statistics Canada
to allow SLID to use the information from their income tax return. By May 1997,
about 80 % of persons from panel 1 and 64% of persons from panel 2 haa y:\en
permission for SLID to access their Revenue Canadatax files. Thisiefi 13,000
households that were contacted for an income interview. Thisrasearch paper
describes the data collection procedures and the wording for e M.ay income

interview.

As part of the May collection procedures, ceitact 1estions are asked and
household composition updated. SLID cu!'acts aemographic information for all
longitudinal persons (those who lived iti.selacted households when the panel was
chosen) and those who live wittitongitudinal persons (cohabitants). Income
information is collected in May:for the previous year (1996). The 1997 income
interview was conductad oriy-for persons aged 16 years or over on January 1,
1997. Cohabitante:id=niified in the January interview (new members in January
1997) were questivned about their 1996 income (if they were 16 or over). New
cohabitantswiawere identified during the May 1997 interview will be questioned

in 1€9¢ about their income for reference year 1997.

In May, the questions on respondents’ demographic characteristics (sex, date of
birth, and marital status), and relationships were asked only for new cohabitants or
people for whom this information was missing. To obtain more details about this

part of the interview, refer to SLID Research Paper 97-01: SLID Questionnaire
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for Demographics and Contact: 1997. The documents that describe the collection

procedures and questions for the other components of the January interview are:

97-08 SLID Labour Interview Questionnaire - January 1997
97-05 1997 Preliminary Interview Questionnaire

2. HOW TO READ THISDOCUMENT

Question number: For each section, the question number referctothe actual

number that is used in the programmed application and appea's on the
interviewer's computer screen. Text in capital lettersisicaz;, as worded, by the
interviewer. The questionsin lower case with ‘Intorviever’: at the beginning are
guestions to be answered directly by the inte: «iewe: without asking the
respondent.

Pre-fill items. These are items g.=cific 1o each interview. The software adds the

relevant information into thie gutestion, making the interviewer's job easier.
[respondent] - hisicthe first and last name of the person to whom the
guestion refars  Tris is not necessarily the person who is talking to the

interviewe

Functicns: The interviewers have a number of function keys on the computer

whic.» provide them with the following options:
Help - provides instructions related to the question on the screen or the
specific income source.
Lang. - enables the interviewer to change the questions on the screen from

English to French or vice versa.
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Income F3 Options - gives the interviewer accessto alist of other

functions or information.(a specific set of options available in the income
interview)
Calculator - enables the interviewer to make calculations on the
computer. The result istransferred to the amounts column.
View - complete questionnaire - provides access to the
guestionnaire for the other family members.
View - current item - provides access to a specific'source for al
other household members who have already resganded.
Calculate weeks - enables the interviewer to calculate the number
of weeks during which the respondent Cuura eceive unemployment
insurance benefits, for example, anc then multiply this number by
the amount received each wea:
Demographic variables - gravides the name and demographic
characteristics of each hcuisenold member.
Comment (F4) - givestiie interviewer the opportunity to add additional
information in anote tur tiat question. These comments are often used
during data présessing.
Refusal (FZ)~-='lows the interviewer to indicate that the respondent
refuses to caxswer the question. This answer is shown in this paper as R.
Don* wissw (F6) - allows the interviewer to indicate that the respondent
does not know the answer to the question. This answer is shown in this
paper as DK.
PrevQ (F7) - takes you back to the previous question.
Qlist (F8) - displays all the questions completed so far in this part of the
interview.
Forward (F9) - fast forward to the current question from an earlier
guestion viewed by Qlist.
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End (F10) - allowsthe interviewer to interrupt or terminate the interview.

3. DATA COLLECTION METHOD

The data were collected by decentralized computer-assisted interviewing (CAl)
mainly by telephone from interviewers homes. The households surveyed received
anewsdletter in April that included aregional director's letter that providea
information on the special value of longitudinal information and a reminder that
respondents have the choice of an interview or of giving permicsion to access their
tax records. Severa pagesin the newdetter provided informa.ion on the income
sources on which data would be collected as well asiriciiactions on how to report
the amounts if respondents decided to be interviewed. Jinceit iseasier to answer
the questions on income by referring to the iricome*ax return, the text showed the
1996 tax form line numbers. For those wiia.wished to prepare for the interview in
advance, there was space for three hous=hc'd membersto jot down their income

figures.

During the collection gerina (May 1997), interviewers contacted the households
eligible for the incame survey. These were households where one or more member
had not been askel! the permission question, had refused or reported they did not
file atax revtin-To reduce respondent burden, the household was not contacted if
the eni  meinber who had not given permission was a member aged 16 or 17.
Resu:ts from the previous year showed most of this age group had no income.
The May sample consisted of about 13,000 households out of the total SLID 1997
sample of 33,000 households.

For two previous collections, about 15 % of these households had not been traced
or were deemed ineligible so their members had never been asked the tax

permission gquestion.
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The 1997 income questions had very few changes from the content of the previous
interviews that were developed jointly with the Survey of Consumer Finances
(SCF) team.

4, THE INCOME INTERVIEW

41 OVERVIEW

Statistics Canada interviewers contacted each household eligik!e fer an income
interview. Some of these households had a mixture of respond'ants who had
previoudly given or refused permission. Income inforricienwvas not collected for
the members who had given permission previously or did so during the May 1997
contact. Some households have agreed to de:abous but refused to do an income

interview; these households are not in the May sample.

Within households, interviewersosked members who refused permission or did
not file atax return about then sorces of income. If possible, the information for
all eligible members wes ealiected during the same telephone conversation. If a
member of the howzehald wished to answer for himself, the interviewer could
collect the informesiori separately or make an appointment to call back. If
respondents gae permission for Statistics Canada to access their tax returns, the

intervivw erided for that person.

When respondents were interviewed, some edits were programmed to eliminate
serious input errors such as typing an additional zero in an amount or the fallure to
enter the decimal point for cents. The information collected in the January labour

survey was also used, to remind respondents that they had reported being
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employed or receiving unemployment insurance, social assistance or workers

compensation.

4.2 INCOME QUESTIONS

Before asking the first question of the income component, alist displayed the
names of members eligible for income. (The names of members who have yi ‘en
permission and joiners were not displayed on the component screeri.). The
interviewer selected the person for whom the information on ircorine would be
collected and the first question allowed us to determine wheti = the interview was
given by a proxy or whether the person on whom the-iicrvation was collected

spoke directly with the interviewer.

INC-Q1

Interviewer: Select the persony/owr aretalking to.

List of all membersin the houseriold appears on the screen.

Internal logic:

If taxperm = 00 R got0 INC-Q2, otherwise go to INC-Q3
Taam =0 was not asked the permission question
Taxperm = 2 refused permission
Taxperm = 3 does not file atax return

Taxperm =4 withdrew permission

A list of al members in the household appears on the screen. The peoplein the
household at the time of the previous interview who had since moved for whatever
reason, (deceased, moved, divorced or separated), were identified by the notation
N/A (not applicable) next to their name. Interviewers could not select these

people as respondents to the interview for other members of the household. The
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people who had joined the household in May were also included on thislist. If the
person answering the questions did not belong to the household (child care
worker, for example), the interviewer pressed F6 (don't know).

It was not important to know who had answered for the other members of the

household, only whether the interview had been given by a proxy.

INC-Q2:
Interviewer: In January respondent <prefill of value> .
DOES [respondent] GIVE PERMISSION FOR SLID TO-LUSE HISSHER
TAX RECORDSINSTEAD OF ASKING INCOME QUESTIONS?
Prefillswere:

<was not asked the permission question>

<refused permission>

<does not file atax return>

Yes goto INC-Q2A
No/does not fileatax i=aturn go to INC-Q3

INC_Q2A
End of intarview for this person.

Intesvicxver: Press<Enter> to continue.

INC Q3.
DURING 1996, WHAT WAS YOUR INCOME FROM THE FOLLOWING
SOURCES [preéfill of each source]

1- Wages and salaries before deductions, including military pay and

alowances
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2- Farm self-employment net income, including farm program
payments and rebates, Canadian Wheat Board payments, crop
insurance, etc.

3- Non-farm self-employment net income, including business,

professional, commission, fishing and net income from roomers and

boarders

4- Interest on bank accounts and other depositions, saving cerur.cates,
Canada Savings Bonds and other bonds

5- Dividends (taxable amount)

6- Taxable capital gains ... net capitable gains

7- Other investment income, including net . <t income, etc.

8- Child Tax Benefit, including BC fariily Lorius, Quebec alowances
for families and newborn chilzi:en

O- Old Age Security pension, Guarariteed |ncome Supplement,
Spouse’s Allowance frara federal government only. Enter
provincial supplaensin ltem 12

10- CPP/QPP

11-  Employment insurance Benefits (before deductions)

12-  Seciel.Assistance and Provincia Income Supplements

13-  Woecrke's Compensation Benefits

14- ~CST (credit)

15- . Provincial tax credits, including Quebec Real Estate Tax Refund

16- Veterans Pensions and Civilian War Pensions and Allowances

17-  Other government income, (enter amount and choose type of
income from list)

18-  Retirement pensions, superannuation and annuities (excluding
RRSP)

19- RRSP annuities received and RRIF withdrawals
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20- RRSPwithdrawals

21-  Alimony, separation alowance, child support

22-  Money from persons outside this household to help with living
expenses

23-25 Other money, source 1, Specify source and give amount of any
other money received, including severance pay, retiring allowances,
wage loss replacement benefits, employer or union supplenia tary
unemployment benefits for lost earnings, interest frem Icans or
mortgages, lottery winnings and inheritances. (eater.amount and

choose type of income from list)

Total 1996 income

Income tax for 1996

If the newdetter had been filled out, each itzm in question INC_Q3 did not have to
be asked except the confirmaticii of total income and the amount of total income
tax paid. If there was no ariva e preparation, the interviewer usually suggested
the respondent refer teta 1cris and report the items entered there. Otherwise

she had to ask whather income had been received from each source.

Question IINC Q3 was presented on two screens. (See figure) The interviewer
could ¢asily switch from screen to screen. The top of the screen displayed the
respcadent’s name and a long description of the income sources. In the left portion
of the screen, items 1 to 14 (with a short wording) appeared on the first screen and
items 15 to 25 as well as total income and tax paid appeared on the second screen.
In the right portion of the screen, there was a message window containing the
name of the person to whom the interviewer was speaking and the cumulative total

of amounts already reported. All error messages appeared in this window as well
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asthe calculator(F3) and the text from the help function (<F1>) for each item.
The figure on the next page shows the screen asiif the interviewer entered an

amount triggering a range edit for Child tax credit.

For questions 17, 23, 24 and 25, the respondent had to specify the source of
income. Even if the respondent did not know the amount or refused to give the
amount received, the interviewer asked him to specify the source of thisincome.
When the interviewer entered an amount for one of these items, atist ¢f pcssible
sources appeared. The interviewer smply had to select one of -the sources or type
in the answer if it did not appear on the list. This feature helpsthe interview
progress more quickly, reduces typing mistakes, and resaitcn fewer responses that

need coding during processing.

The list for other income from governme::t.sources (item 17) is the following:

- TAGS - payments for eriployees in the fishing industry

- Training allowance tromadera or provincial governments

- Cash property tax reuuctions and rebates

- Payments vdar the Quebec Program for Older Worker Adjustment
(POWA)

- Regularayments from provincial automobile insurance plans

- Quénec Maternity Allowance

- Don't know or refuses to give sources

- Other (specify)

use F1 help to see complete list
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The list for other money income (items 23, 24 et 25) is the following:

- scholarships, bursaries, fellowships, research grants

- settlements of life or other insurance policies

- retiring allowance and severance pay received from employer
- income from outside Canada

- lottery and gambling winnings

- wage loss replacement benefits and income maintenance payments
- inheritance

- employer or union supplementary unemployment benefits

- payments from Children's Aid

- interest from loans and mortgages

- regular income from an estate or trust funa

- Don't know refusesto give sourc:

- Other (specify)

use F1 help to see complete lia
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Figure: Example of screens

INC_Q3
STEVEN NELLIGAN

... CHILD TAX BENEFIT INCLUDING QUEBEC FAMILY ALLOWANCE AND
QUEBEC ALLOWANCE FOR NEWBORN CHILDREN

1. Wages and salaries 25000.00 M essayz Centre

2. Farm self-employment 00.00

3. Non-farm self-empl 00.00 | Interviewer:

4. |nterest 450.00 | ¥ricamount appearsto be rather unusual. Are

5. Dividends 00,60 | \Yotsure?

6. Taxable capital gains 00.00 Press <Enter> to confirm or enter a new

7. Other investment income C0.00 value

8. Child tax benefit 150.00

9. OAS, GIS, Spouse's 00.00

10. CPP or QPP 00.00 | RUNNING TOTAL = 25600.00

11. Unemploymiesic 00.00

12. Socigl-Assist 00.00 | Person being spoken to:

13. Worira s Comp 00.00 | IRENE NELLIGAN

14 GST-Credit 00.00
F1 F2 F3 F4 F5 F6 F7 Fo F10 F12
Help Language Opt Comment Refuse Dknow PrevQ Fast Fwd Exit Continue
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Special situation:
If no income sources were reported and the answer was“ No” to Tota income, the

interviewer went to the following screen and chose an answer:

No income reported but income received in 96
No income in 1996
Don't know if respondent received income or not in 1996

Respondent refuses to give income information

Before going to END-INC this message appears in the messa. 2 centre:

Interviewer:
Press F12 to continue, once you hit F12, vt wiii.not be ableto go back to the

income form.

END_INC_QL:

THISINTERVIEW A4S PART OF A LONGER TERM STUDY. WE NEED
TO CALL AGAINEXT YEAR.

Interviewar: 'Press Enter to continue.

If ne-nome tad been collected previoudly, the following question appeared:

END_INC_Q2:

IN CASE WE CAN'T CONTACT [respondent] NEXT YEAR, CAN YOU
GIVE ME THE NAME OF A FRIEND OR RELATIVE WE COULD CALL
TO REACH HIM/HER.
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Interviewer: thisnameisused to trace the respondent only.
If the name of a contact person had been collected, the following question

appeared:

END_INC_Q3:

WE COLLECTED THE NAME OF A FRIEND OR RELATIVE IN CASE
WE COULDN'T REACH [respondent]. ISTHISINFORMATION Stil_L
CORRECT?

Enter/verify contact name (first and last)

Enter/verify contact person's... city and teleuiien= number

END OF INTERVIEW.

5. EDITS

Five types of edits wer= usew-during data collection. Thelir purpose wasto clean
up the data duringth=inte view. In some cases, the edits served to correct the
amount the interviower had entered in the computer. In other cases, they verified

the congistency-2f the data between the January and May interviews.
5.1 Amount check
The first type of edit consists of checking the amount entered by the interviewer.

The edit range was soft, meaning that the interviewer could leave the amount as

entered.
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When the amounts entered in the computer are outside a predetermined range, an
error message popsup: " THISAMOUNT APPEARSTO BE RATHER
UNUSUAL. ARE YOU SURE?".

Press Enter to confirm or enter a new value.

The message appears when the amounts entered are outside the range shown

below, which is determined using data collected in last year’s SLID income

interview. This range excludes approximately 5% of amounts belovv. orabcve the

selected limits:
Description Minimum M aximum
1 Wages and salaries A 1,000 100,000
2 Farm self-employment net incC.ne -5,000 100,000
3 Non-farm self-employment et iricome -5,000 150,000
4 |nterest ) 25 50,000
5 Dividends - 10 50,000
6 Taxable capitan gains 25 50,000
7 Other 1nvestment income -1,000 50,000
| 8 L. ClndTax Benefit 200 4,500
9 1_ Old Age Security Pension, Guaranteed Income 2,300 12,000
Supplement, Spouse's Allowance
10 Canada or Quebec Pension Plan benefits 500 15,000
11 Employment Insurance benefits 500 22,500
12 | Social Assistance and Provincial Income 300 25,000
Supplements
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Description Minimum M aximum
13 | Workers Compensation benefits 200 50,000
14 | Goodsand Services Tax Credit 100 1,500
15 Provincial tax credits 25 3,000
16 | Veterans Pensions and Civilian War Pensions and 300 50,000
Allowances
17 Other income from government sources 100 25,000
18 Retirement pensions, superannuation and annuitie: 500 50,000
(excluding RRSP) -
19 | RRSP annuities received and RRIF withdraw als 100 50,000
20 | RRSPwithdrawals 700 25,000
21 | Alimony, separation allowance, ¢iii'd support 1000 25,000
22 Money from persons oiaide tie household 500 15,000
23 | Other money income 10 25,000
24 | Other monev income 10 25,000
25 | Other ragnaincome 10 25,000
26 | Tata incpime 150,000
27/ “'‘nuometax 75,000
5.2 Comparison with information collected in January

The second type of edit is acomparison of the information collected during the

January 1997 interview with information collected in May 1997. If no amount is

reported for wages and salaries, unemployment insurance benefits, workers
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compensation benefits or social assistance in May but the respondent had reported

receiving such income in January, the following error message appears.

“BASED ON OUR JANUARY INTERVIEW, WE EXPECTED AN
AMOUNT FOR [typeof income]. DID WE MISSIT?”

By reminding the respondent that he/she had reported receiving unemployrient
insurance benefits, for example, during the previous interview the iriterviewer

increased the probability that the respondent would report an z2zount.

5.3 Old Age Security Pension, Guaranteed Incu:rieCupplement, Spouse's

Allowance

An error message for the interviewer pops+n when a respondent under the age of
60 as of December 31 of the reference y=ar reports an amount for item 9 (Old Age
Security Pension, Guaranteed liicome Supplement or Spouse's Allowance). The

message is worded as follows.

"NORMALLY TSTYPE OF INCOME ISPAID ONLY TO PERSONS
AGED 60 OR OVERK. COULD THISBE INCOME FROM ANOTHER
SOURCE"

A dinierent error message pops up when the respondent is over 65 years old and
does not report Old Age Security Pension, Guaranteed I ncome Supplement or

Spouse's Allowance.

“NORMALLY PERSONS AGED 65 OR OVER RECEIVE THISTYPE OF
INCOME. DID WE MISSIT?
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54 Total income edit

The fourth type of edit relates to total income. This edit verifies the amounts
entered by the interviewer. These edits fail only if you enter an amount greater

than the amount calculated by the program.

1- If the respondent reports at least one amount
The computer calculates atotal and the interviewer asks the respanaant Lvhether

the amount seems correct. The message is worded as follows:

“BASED ON THE AMOUNTS REPORTED, TR~ C2OMPUTER HAS
CALCULATED THE TOTAL INCOME AS ltotel income as calculated ].
DOES THIS SOUND ABOUT RIGHT?"

The interviewer must enter “Yes' or “Nc¢”.
a) If theinterviewer eriie's“Yes', the calculated amount is transferred to

the “Tota income ing.

b) If theitondawer enters® No” , the following message appears.
“PERHAFS| MADE A MISTAKE ENTERING THE NUMBERS.
covLD WE REVIEW THEM?”

The interviewer could revise the amounts, enter a new amount in total

income or press F5 (refusal) or F6 (don't know).
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2- When therespondent has answered “don’t know” or refused to statea

source of income

A message, for the interviewer only, appears under the previous message, worded

asfollows:
“NOTE THAT THE TOTAL GIVEN BY THE RESPONDEi'T
MAY INCLUDE VALUES FOR REFUSALS AND 2O T
KNOW.”

3- If the respondent reports no amount to an itan;caswers*“ do not

know” , refusesto answer or reportsnniacometor all items:

The following message appears, interi'ad fo: the respondent:

“CAN YOU GIVE AN ESTIMATE OF TOTAL INCOME?’

The interviewer must exte)* Yes' or “No”.

a) If the respcadant gives an estimate, the interviewer enters the amount
inthe“Tatatincome” line.

b) If theirterviewer enters” No”, the following list appears and the

INieviewer chooses the appropriate option:

O

no income reported but income received in 1996

C  noincomein 1996

C  don't know if respondent received income or not in 1996
C

respondent refuses to give income information
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55  Edit of amount of incometax reported

When the respondent reports total income greater than or equal to $30,000 and
has not given an amount for item 27 (tax paid), the interviewer asks the respondent

if he/she has forgotten to report tax paid.

“[Respondent] HAS REPORTED A TOTAL INCOME OF [total incori.2
calculated by computer] AND HASNOT REPORTED PAYING IWCOME
TAX. DID WE FORGET IT?

A different message pops up if the amount of tax repei.ca-icmore than 50% of the

total income reported. The messages is worded acs follo vs:

“THE AMOUNT REPORTED FOR IIz“OMe TAX ISRATHER HIGH
COMPARED TO YOUR TOTAL INTCCME. | ENTERED [amount entered
by interviewer). DID | GETAT RIGHT?"

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M



Catalogue N0.97-13: Questionnaire for SLID income data collection - May 1997 Page 21

APPENDIX 1

RESPONDENT NEMWSLEITER
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Number 7 Spring 1997

NEWSLETTER

Dear Respondent:

I would like 1o thank you for taking part in the Survey of
Labour and Income Dynamics (SLID). The information you
give us each year becomes more valuable. Many of you have
been answering our questions for a few years which is giving
great insight into how people’s lives are changing through the
1990’s. Your continued help is the reason 1.,>¢ survey is such a
success.

Income
Dynamics

The great advantage of information gained from SLID is it
tracks changes happening-ic-the same people over time. From
your answers to questions about your own and your family’s
situation, we can bui!d up a picture of how society is changing
and how these changes cffect particular groups of people.

For this pari of the survey, an interviewer from Statistics
Canada w.!l.contact your household early in May to ask income
questions. At this time you can give permission for SLID to
aceess-your tax file or you can complete an interview. The
choice is yours.

Thanks again for your continued participation.

Sincerely,

Director, Quebec Region
Statistics Canada

- - L
Bl i s Canada



Facts and Figures

Try this quiz on findings from SLID

1. People may get income from more than
one source, for example, a pension and

interest from a bank account.

. The average family income for couples

aged 55 or over with at least one partner
working is about $62,000.

About how much less is it for retired

About 65% of SLID respondents

reported income from wages and

salaries. What is the second most
common source reported?

a) Investment income

b)  Employment insurance
c) GST credits

d) Old Age Security

. Which group has the higher average
family income?

a) Couples with children
b) Couples without children

Answers*
1. ¢) GST credits. reported by 36% of
respenaents

2. a) Cuouples with children, have on
aver..ge a higher family income.

The reasons may be partly because

they are older and in their peak
earning years and partly because
older children may work and
contribute to family income.

couples?

a) $10,000
b) $20,000
c) $30,000
d) $40,600

4. N average which type of worker in
1923 got the highest earnings?

a) Employed at 1 job, working full time

all year

b) Employed at more than 1 job, also
working full-time all year.

. b) About $20,000 or close to 35% vless.

. a) People with only 1 job earned more,
on average about $32,000.

Workers with more than one job in a year
earned $28,000 on average. Reasons may
be that some of these jobs were shorter
term which usually means lower pay, or a
person has moved to a new job and it will
take time to work up to a higher salary.

* Data collected in 1994

Although we can explain some of the reasons for these results they lead to more questions; we
can explore and answer these questions as we get more information over time.




CHOICES

In the past, we asked about using your tax records in order to obtain your income information.
Three-quarters of respondents who have been in the survey since 1994 have given us permission
to use their tax data.

You are receiving this newsletter because someone in your household either preferred to be
interviewed, or does not file a tax return. These individuals will be contacted in Nay for their
income information. The option of allowing us to access tax records is still avanatle. Should
anyone wish to go this route, please inform the interviewer when he/she cal's.

It’s confidential
We want to assure you that your % Wesceive from Revenue Canada a
information is always safe with c¢ompater file only. We do not get
Statistics Canada. No one will ever your receipts or your original tax
identify you or your family from return.
the data. We follow strict rules
and procedures to ensure your data remains ¥ The Revenue Canada computer file is
confidential. Here are some of the steps wu matched to the SLID file using name and
take to protect your identity: address. A new file is created once the

matching is done.
% With your permission, we will obtai1 your

tax record information froin Reveiue % Your name and address is removed from
Canada, but Revenue Canada;vill not be the newly created file and replaced with
able to get the information you give us. an anonymous ID number.

TO HEL fOu WITH THE INTERVIEW

We will ask about 1996 income. If you would like to prepare in advance
to speed up the interview there is space provided to jot down your

information. Most people will have only a few items to report. We

have also given the 1996 tax form line numbers if you would rather

> Tefer to your tax form when the interviewer calls.



INCOME FROM WORK

1 Wages and Salaries from all jobs before

deductions. Include commissions, tips, military pay

and allowances.

e Line 101.

® Report retiring allowances, severance pay, wage
loss replacement and supplementary
unemployment benefits in item 23.

2 Farm self-employment net income:; that is gross

income less operating expenses, depreciation and

capital cost allowances.

e Line 141.

® If partnership, report your share only.

® Report rent from farms leased to others in item 7.

® If incorporated, report in item 1 and/or 5, as done
Jor tax.

3 Non-Farm self-employment net income: that is

gross income less operating expenses, depreciation

and capital cost allowances.

® Lines 135, 137, 139 and 143.

o If partnership, report your share only.

® Report TAGS in item 17.

o If incorporated, report in item 1 and/or 5, as dov:»
for tax.

Ny —

INVESTMENT INCOML

4 Interest from accounts in banks,“rev’* unions, trust

companies, etc., on guaranteed investnient « crtificates

(GICs), Canada Savings Bonds, other government

bonds, mutual funds, Treasury b'ls aid life insurance

policies. Include interest-a:d divideads from outside

Canada.

e Line 121.

® Report inter=si only, .10t the principal.

® For joint < ccoun..,-report each person’s share
separately.

5 Dividends: taxable amount from Canadian
corporations.
@ Line 120.

6 Taxable Capital Gains
o Line 127.

7 Other investment income not reported above
such as net rents for real estate and leased farm land,
etc.

® Line 126, 122.

Name Name Name
$ $ $
$ $_ $
$._ = $ $
$ $ $
$ $ $
$ $ $
$ $ $

DO NOT MAIL THIS FORM



INCOME FROM
GOVERNMENT SOURCES

8 Child Tax Benefit: To be reported by the parent
who receives cheque. Include BC Family Bonus,
Quebec Family Allowances and Quebec Allowance
for Newborn Children.

9 Old Age Security Pension, Guaranteed Income

Supplement and Spouse’s Allowance:

® Line 113 and 146 (or line 146 only for form
TIS-B/T1S-C).

10 Canada or Quebec Pension Plan benefits
received for:

o retirement, disability including benefits for
dependent children, surviving spouse, orphan’s
benefit

e Line 114.

® Report retirement pensions from company or
union-sponsored plans in item 18 or, if received
Jfrom outside Canada, in item 23.

1 1 Employment Insurance benefits for job loss,
sickness, maternity, paternity, adoption, job
creation, work sharing, retraining and benefits to
self-employed fishermen.

e Line 119.

12 Social Assistance and Provincial I'icon.>
Supplements from any provincial or yurn’cipal
programs. Include benefits for food, Suel, suciier,
clothing, special needs and paymenis frum work
incentive programs.

o Line 145.

13 Workers’ Comy °ns ition benefits from any

provincial government plan cuvering work related

injury or disabilit /.

e Line 144.

® Report bene,“#s from any non-government plans in
item 23.

14 Goods & Services Tax Credit: Report the
amount from all GST cheques received in 1996.

15 provincial Tax Credits
® Line 479.

Quebec residents only:

@ Sum of lines 455, 458 to 462 on Quebec 1996
Income Tax Return.

Name

Name

Name

KEEP UNTIL THE INTERVIEWER CALLS



Name

Name

Name

16 Veterans’ Pensions and Civilian War
Pensions and Allowances from Veterans Affairs.

® Report regular retirement pensions from the $ $

Canadian Armed Forces in item 18.

17 Other income from government sources not
reported above, such as:

« payments from training programs $ $

o property tax reductions and rebates

o regular payments from provincial automobile
insurance plans (exclude lump sum payments)

o payments under the Quebec Program for Older
Worker Adjustment(POWA)

« payments for employees in fishing industry
(TAGS)

o Quebec Maternity Benefit

Please specify the source of this income

INCOME FROM
PENSIONS, RRSPS, RRIFS

18 Retirement pensions, superannuation a1
annuities, excluding RRSPS: Include swvivers’
benefits from an employment pension plai and
annuity benefits that do not come fro:> a mawo-ed
RRSP.

©® T4A slip boxes 16 and 24, T3 o2 hox 31, TS slip $ $

box 19.

® Exclude return of contributions from a pension
plan.

® Report severance pay v veciring allowances in
item 23.

19 RRSP awwties irom a matured Registered
Retirement Savin,s Plan and withdrawals from a
Registered Retirement Income Fund (RRIF).

® T4RSP slip box 16 and T4RIF slip boxes 16 and $ $

20.

20 RRSP withdrawals:
© T4RSP slip box 22, 26.

® Exclude tax-free withdrawals for purchasing a $ $

home.

DO NOT MAIL THIS FORM



Name Name Name

OTHER INCOME

21 Alimony, separation allowance, child
support: Include benefits received under a court $ $ $

order or written agreement.
e Line 128.

22 Money, from persons outside this household to
help with living expenses. $ $

{5

23 Other income not reported above such as

severance pay, retiring allowances, wage loss

replacement benefits, employer or union

supplementary unemployment benefits for lost

earnings due to illness, layoff, etc., payments from

Children’s Aid, interest from loans or mortgages,

regular income from an estate or trust fund,

scholarships, etc. $— A

&
&

® Line 104 and line 130.

® Exclude proceeds from the sale of property,
businesses, financial assets or personal
belongings, income tax refunds, loans received,
loans repaid to you as the lender, refunds of
contributions to work-related pension plans.

Please specify the source of this income

N
INCOME TAX

What was your Income Tax on jour
1996 income?
Report federal and provincial 1.x payable onyour — § $ $

1996 income.

All provinces except Quebec:

® Sum of line 420 ana ‘25 ‘or line 435 only for form
T1S-A/TIS-EB).

Quebec recicenws only:

® Sum of line 42 from federal tax return and line
450 Quebec Return.

o Subtract sum of lines 445 and 446 from line 450.

KEEP UNTIL THE INTERVIEWER CALLS



” Did you know

We would appreciate your ideas on how we
could improve our newsletter. Could you
please take a few minutes to put your
comments or suggestions on the enclosed
self-addressed card. Also if you move,
please send us your new address.

N W N W

If you have any questions about the survey, please a°k our interviewer or call
your Statistics Canada regional office for more i>formtion.

Atlantic Region d>urth-Western Ontario Region
North American Life Centre Acthur Meighen Building

1770 Market Street, 3rd Floor 25 St. Clair Avenue East, 10th Floor
Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3] 3M3 'lforonto, Ontario, M4T 1M4

Local calls:(902) 426-6212 Local calls:(416) 973-6544

Toll-free service:1-800-554-6086 Toll-free service:1-800-387-0714
Quebec Region Prairie Region

Guy-Favreau Complex, East Tower Avord Tower

200 René-Lévesque 1sivu.~ Vest 9th Floor

4th Floor 2002 Victoria Avenue

Montréal, O=ebec, h°Z 1X4 Regina, Saskatchewan, S4P OR7
Local calls:(0%4,233-1011 Local calls:(306) 780-6089

Toll-fiee se. vic..:1-800-363-6720 Toll-free service:1-800-263-1136
No.*iern and Eastern Ontario Region Pacific Region

Civic Administration Centre Library Square

225 Holditch Street, 2nd Floor 600-300 West Georgia Street
Sturgeon Falls, Ontario, POH 2G0 Vancouver, British Columbia, V6B 6C7
Local calls:(705) 753-4888 Local calls:(604) 666-3553

Toll-free service:1-800-461-1662-Ext 230 Toll-free service:1-800-663-0172

it only costs
about 28¢ to
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APPENDIX 2

ON-LINE HELP (171)

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M



Page 24 Catalogue No. 97-13: Questionnaire for SLID income data collection - May 1997

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M



Catalogue N0.97-13: Questionnaire for SLID income data collection - May 1997 Page 25

This appendix provides the text which the interviewers can use to help answer

guestions from respondents on where certain amounts should be reported.

1) Wages and salariesfrom ALL jobs BEFORE ALL deductions.
REF. Line 101.
INCLUDE

* include commissions and tips
* earnings from casua work with no T4

* pay as member of armed forces or reserve unit

NOTE: Report retiring allowances, severance pay, wage: 10ss replacement benefits

and employer or union suppl. unemployment-xenetits in items 23 to 25.

2) Farm self-employment NET incorm2
REF: Line 141.

INCLUDE
* farm program pe;ments ebates
* Can. Wheat Boad payments

* Crop insui 2:ee

EXCLUDE

* operating expenses

* depreciation allowances
* capital cost allowances

* value of food and fuel produced and consumed on own farm

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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If partnership, report YOUR SHARE

NOTE: If farmisincorporated, report initem 1, and/or item 5 as done for tax

purposes. Report net rent from farms rented out to othersinitem 7.

3) Non-farm self-employment NET income from unincorporated BUSINF:SS,
COMMISSION, PROFESSIONAL, FISHING
REF: Lines 135, 137, 139 and 143.

INCLUDE

* grossinc. less expenses from roomers and boarders

EXCLUDE
* operating expenses
* depreciation allowances

* capital cost allowances

If partnership, report N Ok SHARE

NOTE: If business s incorporated report in item 1, and/or 5, as done for tax

pUrposes.

TAGS fishing income compensation payments should be reported in item 17.

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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4) Interest
REF: Line 121.

INCLUDE interest on

* deposits

* savings

* guaranteed investment certificates (GICs)
* Canada Savings Bonds

* other government bonds

* corporate bonds

* mutual funds

* Treasury Bills

* life insurance policies

* interest and dividends from OUTSIDE Canada

EXCLUDE the principal.

NOTE: For joint acccinis, regort YOUR SHARE.

5) Dividends
REF: Line 123:

TAXABLE amount from Canadian corporations.

6) Taxable Capital Gains as reported for tax purposes.
REF: Line 127.

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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7) Other investment income
REF. Line 126.

EXAMPLES INCLUDE:
* net rental income

* rentsfor leased farm land

8) Child Tax Benefit To be reported by parent who receives cheque fram
federa gov.

INCLUDE

* Québec Family Allowances

* Québec Allowance for Newborn Children
* BC Family Bonus

NOTE: Report Manitoba "CRIS™Y' pavment in item 12.

9) Old Age Security-2ensici;, Guaranteed Income Supplement, Spouse's
Allowance

REF: Line 113 anu. 146 (or line 146 only for form T1S-B/T1S-C).
INCLUDE payments from fed. gov.

* 10 pearsons 65 years and over (OAS/GIYS),

* to eligible persons 60 to 64 old (SPA and extended SPA)

NOTE: Report provincial income supplementsin item 12 and/or 17.

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M



Catalogue N0.97-13: Questionnaire for SLID income data collection - May 1997 Page 29

10) Canada or Québec Pension Plan benefits
REF: Line 114.

INCLUDE

* Retirement Pension

* Disability Pension including benefits for dependent children

* Surviving Spouse's Pension

* Combined Pension (Retirement or Disability, combined with Surviving spouse's
Pension)

* Orphan's Benefit

NOTE: Report retirement pensions from company: or uaion-sponsored plansin

item 18 or, if received from outside Canada; .1 iteis 23 to 25.

11) Employment I nsurance benefits 5 =FORE deductions or repayments from
FEDERAL EI program
REF: Line 119.

INCLUDE benefitgfar:

* job loss

* sickness

* matenity, paternity, adoption

* job creation

* work sharing

* retraining

* benefitsto self-employed fishermen

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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NOTE: TAGS fishing income compensation payments should be reported in item
17.

12) Social Assistance and Provincial Income Supplements from PROV. or
MUNICIPAL programs

INCLUDE benefits for food, fuel, shelter, clothing, special needs and work
incentive programs.
REF: Line 145.

EXAMPLES INCLUDE

Newfoundland

* Income Support Program

* Special Age Related Assistance
* Child Welfare Program

* Day Care Subsidy Program

Prince Edward l&'ana

* Social Assistance

* Child Weia e Assistance
* Asd<tance for Day Care

* Ascigtance for Residential Care

Nova Scotia

* Family Benefits Program

* Municipa Social Assistance Program

* Special Social Assistance (SSA) Program (Seniors)

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M



Catalogue N0.97-13: Questionnaire for SLID income data collection - May 1997 Page 31

* Rental Assistance Program (Seniors)

* Income Assistance Program

New Brunswick

* Social Assistance

* Trangtional Assistance Program (TAP)
* Extended Benefits Program (EBP)

* Fuel Supplement Program

* Interim Assistance Program (1A)

* Income Supplement Benefit Program

* Day Care Subsidy

* Hedlth Services Program

Quebec

* Financial Support Program (FSP)

* Work and Employment Incenties Program (WEIP)
* Parental Wage Assistance Fiagiam (PWA)

* Housing Allowance Progrentor  Persons 57 years and over (LOGIRENTE)

Ontario

* General Vi'aifore Assistance(GWA)
* Fami'v Benefits Program (FBA)

* GA'NS (Seniors)

* GAINS-D (for the disabled)

* Handicapped Children's Benefits

M anitoba

* Provincial Social Allowances Program

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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* Municipal Assistance Program

* Child Related Income Support  Program (CRISP)

* 55 Plus, A Manitoba Income Supplement

* Shelter Allowances for Elderly Renters (SAFER, SAFFR)

* |ncome Assistance for the Disabled

Saskatchewan

* Family Income Plan (FIP)

* Saskatchewan Assistance Plan (SAP)

* Saskatchewan Income Plan (SIP) (Seniors)

Alberta

* Supports for Independence (Social  Assigicace) (SHI)

* Alberta Seniors Benefit (ASB)

* Child Welfare

* Special Needs Assistance (Seindrs)

* Assured Income for the /Severdly Handicapped (AlSH)
* Services to Personsiith Cisabilities (SPD)

* Alberta Widowg -R=ri50.1 Program

British Coivincia

* BC I'acorri2 Assistance Benefits

* Y outh Works Program

* Welfare to Work Program

* Healthy Kids Program

* Protecting Children at Risk Program
* Access to Independence Program

* Support for persons with Disabilities

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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* Protection for Seniors 60-64 years old,
* Income assistance for unemployed adults 55-64 years old

* Seniors Supplement (65 and over)

13)Workers Compensation benefits from any provincial government
compensation plan covering work-related injury or disability

REF: Line 144.

NOTE: Report benefits from any non-government plansin items 23 to 25.

14) Goods and Services Tax Credit Report amount i L GST credit

cheques received in 1996 from the federal governrient.

15) Provincial Tax Credits All provincesexcept Quebec:
REF: Line 479.

Québec residents only:
REF: Sum of lines 458 to462-0n Québec 1996 Income Tax Return.

INCLUDE: Redl Exaie Tax Refund for Forest Producers and Refundable Tax

Credit for Adlggtion Expenses on Québec Income Tax Return.

For 1296 do not include Refundable Tax Credit for on-the-job training and
Refundable * First Home Tax Credit’.

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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16) Veterans Pensionsand Civilian War Pensions and Allowances from

Department of Veterans Affairs.

INCLUDE

* Disability Pension

* Specia Allowances (Attendance and Clothing All)

* Additional Pension for spouse and children

* Survivor Benefits (Surviving Spouse and Surviving Dependants)
* Civilian War Pensions and All

* Prisoner-of-War Compensation

* Gallantry Awards

NOTE: Report regular retirement pensions fiom ti.= Canadian Armed Forcesin
item 18.

17) Other income from goveriiment sources not reported

INCLUDE

* payments from fad~<=! 0. provincial governments for training programs

* property tax reauctions and rebates

* regular peyivients from provincial automobile insurance plans (exclude lump sum
payn ants)

* payments under the Québec Program for Older Worker Adjustment (POWA)

* TAGS payments for employeesin the fishing industry

* Quebec Maternity Benefit

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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18) Retirement pensions, superannuation and annuities
REF: T4A-boxes 16 and 24, T3- box 31 and T5-box 19.

INCLUDE

* pension income and survivors  benefits from a pension plan of ONE OR
MORE employers

* pensions of retired civil servants, armed forces personnel and RCMP oriicars

* annuity benefits received from Canadian Government Annuities =und. an

insurance company, etc.

EXCLUDE
* RRSP annuities

* return of contributions from a pension pler.

NOTE: Report annuities from maturea RkSPs and income from RRIFs in item
19. Report withdrawals from Liwnatured RRSPs in item 20. Report severance pay

and retiring allowancesin iten.z 22.to 25.

19) RRSP annuitiesraceved and RRIF withdrawals
REF: T4RSP-box 6 and T4RIF-boxes 16 and 20.

INCLUDE
* ani ity receipts (including survivor's benefits) from a matured RRSP

* withdrawals from aRRIF

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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20) RRSP withdrawals
REF. TARSP dip - box 22, 26.

INCLUDE
* withdrawal of funds from RRSP accounts (unmatured RRSPs)

EXCLUDE

* tax-free withdrawals used for purchasing a home

NOTE: Report annuities received from matured RRSPs in item 19.

21) Alimony, separation allowance, child supgort
REF: Line 128.

INCLUDE

* benefits under a court order Givritten agreement

* received by YOU, or by SOIMEDNE ELSE on your behalf to maintain YOU,
your CHILDREN, ¢r POGTH

22) MONEY from personsoutside this household to help with living

expenses

EXAMPLES INCLUDE

* money for rent and food

EXCLUDE
* value of non-cash gifts

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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23) Other money income OTHER CASH inc. not reported
REF: Lines 104 and 130.

EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

* retiring allowances and severance pay received on termination of employment
* wage loss replacement benefits

* Income maintenance payments

* supp. employment benefits from employer or union

* payments from Children's Aid

* non-refundable scholarships, bursaries, fellowships, researci arants
* settlements of life or other insurance policies

* |ottery and gambling winnings

* money inherited

* income from outside Canada (if not aliaady reported)

* interest from loans or mortgages

* regular income from an estatz ¢r trust fund, scholarships

* etc.

Exclude from abauva
proceeds from the zal& of property, businesses, financial assets or personal
belonginas; incemie tax refunds; loans received; loans repaid to you as the lender;

refund..of contributions to work-related pension plans; and gambling losses.

24) Other money income OTHER CASH inc. not reported
REF: Lines 104 and 130.

EXAMPLES INCLUDE:

* retiring allowances and severance pay received on termination of employment

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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* wage loss replacement benefits

* Income maintenance payments

* supp. unemployment benefits from employer or union

* payments from Children's Aid

* non-refundable scholarships, bursaries, fellowships, research grants
* settlements of life or other insurance policies

* |ottery and gambling winnings

* money inherited

* income from outside Canada (if not already reported)

* interest from loans or mortgages

* regular income from an estate or trust fund, scholarsi=gzz
* etc.

Exclude from above:
proceeds from the sale of property, busnesses, financial assets or personal
belongings; income tax refunds; ivans received; loans repaid to you as the lender;

refunds of contributions to'woik-<lated pension plans; and gambling losses.

25) Other mong;-incame OTHER CASH inc. not reported
REF: Lines 104 ard 1.30.

EXANMDBLE. S INCLUDE:

* retizing alowances and severance pay received on termination of employment
* wage loss replacement benefits

* Income maintenance payments

* supp. unemployment benefits from employer or union

* payments from Children's Aid

* non-refundable scholarships, bursaries, fellowships, research grants

Income and Labour Dynamics Working Paper Series: Statistics Canada Product Number 75F0002M
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* settlements of life or other insurance policies

* |ottery and gambling winnings

* money inherited

* income from outside Canada (if not already reported)

* interest from loans or mortgages

* regular income from an estate or trust fund, scholarships
* etc.

Exclude from above:
proceeds from the sale of property, businesses, financial asset. or personal
belongings; income tax refunds; loans received; loans1wuda to you as the lender;

refunds of contributions to work-related pension p ans; and gambling losses.

26) Total 1996 income

27) Income Tax on 1996 incoii2

FEDERAL and PROV. tax payable on 1996 income

All provinces except-Qisébec:

Sum of line 420 arid 428 (or 435 only for form T1S-A/T1S-B).

Québan residdents only:
Sum of line 420 from federal tax return and line 450 from the Quebec Tax
Return. Subtract sum of lines 445 & 446 from line 450.

EXCLUDE QPP contributions and health tax reported on lines 445 and 446 of the
Québec return.
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If they filed their federal return using a T1S-A, T1S-B, T1S-C or filed
electronically, they may not have calculated their taxes. They should report their
best estimate of their tax payable (plus Québec tax, if applicable).

If they cannot estimate an amount, indicate whether or not they have atax payable
(enter "DK" if they think they have tax payable but they don't know how muich, or
"0" if they think it is zero).
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