
 

  

Ottawa, October 28, 2002 

 
 

Amendment to Customs 
Procedures Concerning the 
Category of Feeder Cattle 

From the United States 

1. This replaces Customs Notice N-471, dated 
October 1, 2002. It is based on legislation passed 
on October 22, 1997, that allows for the clearance of 
“restricted feeder cattle”, without a Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency (CFIA) inspection, at the border. 
Therefore, regulations, effective since October 1997, created 
a category of cattle that may be released by customs after 
verification of the required documents without contacting 
the CFIA. 

2. Current guidelines in section 1 “Live Animals” of 
Memorandum D19-1-1, Food, Agricultural Commodities, 
Aquatic Commodities, and Agricultural Inputs, dated 
November 7, 2000, for cattle imported from the U.S., need 
to be revised to include the State of South Dakota and the 
State of Maine under the Country of Origin, and to replace 
the Shipping invoice with the Canada Customs invoice 
and/or commercial invoice under the Documentation 
Requirements. 

3. Note that paragraph 5(a) under “Documentation 
Requirements” below is revised to indicate two copies of a 
valid CFIA Import Permit, Form CFIA/ACIA 5067. 
Furthermore, paragraph 12 under “Release Instructions” is 
also revised to indicate that all documents be forwarded to 
the nearest CFIA port veterinarian within 72 hours.  

Restricted Feeder Cattle 

4. Between October 1 and March 31, untested feeder 
cattle may only be imported from the U.S. States of Hawaii, 
North Dakota, Idaho, Montana, Washington, Alaska, 
New York, South Dakota, and Maine. The cattle are to be 
shipped directly to preapproved premises (as indicated on 
the import permit and certificate) and will be imported for 
the sole purpose of feeding and subsequent slaughter. 
Customs is to verify the documentation. If the 
documentation is incorrect, the shipment is to be refused. If 
any problems are suspected with the cattle in the shipment, 
customs officers are to detain the shipment and contact the 
CFIA. 

Documentation Requirements 

5. Customs may allow clearance of the feeder cattle if the 
following documents are presented: 

(a) two copies of a valid CFIA Import Permit, 
Form CFIA/ACIA 5067*; 

(b) the original and one copy of the U.S. or State 
health certificate (Certificate of Veterinary Inspection – 
Restricted Feeder Cattle Export to Canada*); and 

(c) the Canada Customs invoice and/or commercial 
invoice. 

*sample in appendix 

Release Instructions 

6. Ensure all documentation requirements are met. One 
original health certificate per shipment is permissible, 
provided all animals in the shipment are presented 
simultaneously. Refuse entry if the import permit and 
certificate of veterinary inspection do not accompany the 
shipment. 

7. Review the CFIA Import Permit, the U.S. or State 
export health certificate, and the Canada Customs invoice 
and/or commercial invoice to verify that the address of 
origin (farm of origin on the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
[USDA] form) is in the same State as the one printed on the 
import permit under the country of origin field. Refuse 
entry if these fields do not match. 

8. Review the import permit, the export health certificate, 
and the Canada Customs invoice and/or commercial invoice 
to verify that the consignee’s name and address on the 
export health certificate and the Canada Customs invoice 
and/or commercial invoice are the same as the importer’s 
name and address on the import permit. Refuse entry if 
these fields do not match. 

9. Verify that the number of cattle (e.g., on the Canada 
Customs invoice and/or commercial invoice) does not 
exceed the number specified on the certificate of inspection. 
Refuse entry if the number of cattle in the shipment is 
greater than the number certified. 
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10. Verify that the date of importation is between October 1 
and March 31. 

11. Verify that there is an intact U.S. or State seal on the 
truck or trailer, and the number on the seal matches the seal 
number listed on the original export health certificate. 
Refuse entry if there is no seal or the numbers do not 
match. 

12. Date-stamp all documents. Fax a copy of the import 
permit, a copy of the export health certificate, and a 
copy of the Canada Customs invoice and/or commercial 
invoice to the nearest CFIA port veterinarian within 
72 hours. 

13. Return the other copy of the import permit, the original 
export health certificate, and a copy of the Canada Customs 
invoice and/or commercial invoice to the importer or the 
shipper. 

14. If customs officers suspect any kind of problem with 
the cattle contained in the shipment, for example, animals 
that appear in distress or in trouble, or animals that are lying 
down in the truck or trailer, the shipment is to be referred to 
a CFIA inspector. 

15. Any questions concerning this notice should be directed 
to: 

Sylvie Myre 
Interdepartmental Programs – Section B 
Admissibility Programs Division 
Trade Policy and Interpretation Directorate 
Ottawa ON  K1A 0L5 

Telephone:  (613) 954-7219 
Facsimile:  (613) 946-1520 

Email: Sylvie.Myre@ccra-adrc.gc.ca 
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APPENDIX A 

CFIA/ACIA 5067 
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APPENDIX B 

 

 


