
arduous alfairv which m:ly tile S t a t ~  an; Deie11.:~ ot. O w  I),minion of CanarEa cone ern, 
We have thought fit to summon you to the Senate of Oiw said Dominion, and W e  do 
command you, the said Adam Hope, that all difficulties and excuses whatsoever laying 
aside, yon be and appear for the purposes -aforesaid, iu the Senate of Our said 
Dominion, a t  all times whensoever and ~ h e ~ c s o e v e r  Our Parliament may be in Out 
said Dominion convoked and holdcn : and this you are in no wise to omit. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, We have causcd these Our Letters to be made 
Patent, and the Great Seal of Canada to  be hereunto affixed : WITNESS, 
Our Right Trusty and Well-Beloved Cousin and Councillor the Right 
Honorable Sir Prederic Temple, Earl of Duferim, Viscount and Baron 
Clandeboye, of Clandeboye, in  the County Down, in the Peerage of the 
United Kingdom, Baron Dufferin and Glandeboye of Ba,llybidy and 
ZUebagh, in  the County Down, in the Peerage of Ireland, and a 
Baronet, Knight of Our Most Illustrious Order of Saint Patrick, 
Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of Saint ~Wicluiil 
and Saint George,and Knight Commander of Our Most Honorable Order 
of the Bath, Govornor General of Canada, and Vice-Admiral of the 
same. A t  Our Government House, in Our City of Ottawa, in Our 
Dominion of Canada, this Third Day of January, in the year of Our 
Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven, and in the 
Fortieth Year of Our Reign. 

.I337 Comnland. 
R. POPE, 

Clerk of the Crown i n  Chancery, C'ai~udu. 

Then tho liouorabie I r h .  IAp took and subscribed the oath prescribed by Lav, 
which wals :~du in i a t e ld  by Robert Le~lfo;:~e, Ihquire, a Coinmissione~ appointed for 
that 1)wpo>e7 : ~ d  took ili* seat accordingly. 

Tho Honorab!c the Spcalrer acquainted the lIousc that the Cleric of'the Senate lmd 
laid upon the Table thc certificate of one of' thc Commissioners, uetting forth that  the 
I-Ionorablo Adam Ifopc, :I Member of the Senate, had made and sabscrib2d the Dcclam 
tion of Qualification required by thc British LVorth Sn~ericn Act, 1867. 

IIis Esccl1one~- tile Right IIouorahlc Sil I+lmIericli l2mp1e, Ewl  of Duferirz, 
Vibcount 2nd Brims CI~zndzDoye of Clandeboye, in thc County Down, in thc Pecrsge of 
the Unitccl ICingdor::, Hwon Duferir~ :mcl c'landehoye, of Bullyleidy and dGlleleagh, in 
the County Douw, in t!xc Peerage of Ireltzwd, and 2 Baronet, Knight of the Host 
Illustrious 0 rder ot S t i ; i  t Putrick, Knight G mnd Crous of' the JIo.3t Distjngni,shetl 
Order of' Saht ~I5chnc l  and &6nt &orge, and linight Coinnx~mler of the Moat 
Honorable Order of the Ihth, Governor Gcuernl of' C'unau?~, nnrl Vitae-Ad~ni~vl of the 
same, kc., kc., kc., being .,eated in tilt! Chair on the Thronc, 

The Honorab!,: the Spealter colnmanilcd thc Gctltielnsn Usher t):' the l!l:~cl< Rod 
to pr:)ceed to the Housc of Commons aud acquaint that I - I o i ~ e - ~ ~ I t  is I i is  Excel- 
lency's pleasure they :~t!e~ld him immediately in this Honse," 

Who, being comc with their Spcalre:., 

His Escollenc:~ tllc Goi-ernor Gelleid maa plcawl to open tllc &mion 1)y a 
gracious Speech to both JIouse~. 
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-- 
flonorable Gentlemen of the Senate : 

GentZemenrof the Nouse of Commons : 

I am glad to be again enabled to summon you to meet for tho despatch of 
business, a t  the time which has been considered best suited to the convenience of 

Duriiig the recess I visibed the Province of British Co2un~6ia1 and had much 
in becoming acquainted with the people of that intereating part of the 

~ ~ ~ i ~ i o n ,  and with the climate and resonrccs of their Province. 
The wrveys of the Pa(?@ Railway have been prosecuted with the utmost vigour 

alld at a large:' cost dnring the past than in any previous pear, but it 112s not been 
found posei.ble, as get, to complete the location of the line, and I have consequently 
been obliged to postpoile the inviting of tenders for its bonatruction on the terms 
indicated by the Act of 1874. 

A further corresponclence on the snbjects at  issue between my Government and 
Brit& Columbia will be laid before you. 

During the reccnt suspensioii of the Extradition arrangements with the Lhited 
States, I took care that the importance to Canndu of n speedy rcsuinption of these 
arrallgements should be rsl~~esented to B e r  Majesty's C;ove~nment, whose attention 
has been furtherinvitcd to the expcdiency of Ia~gely  extending the provisions of the 
&sting Trea'ty. 

I am glad to be able to state that while the operation of the Treaty has been 
negotiations ere in progress for a convention more liberal and better suited 

to the circumstances of the two countries. 
The attention of my Gove~nment having been directed to some anou~alies in the 

Royal Commission and Royal Instructions to the Governor-General, with 
regard to the exercise of the Prerogative of Pardon,  steps ha,ve been taken towards 
&e amendment of these instruments. 

Papers on this subject, as rvdl nu on that of the Estxadition quostion, will be laid 
before yon. 

The great public works coizuccted with the St. Lawrence navigati.on, and the  
canals required to complete the system, have been prosecuted with succew during 
the past year. 

Nearly all the works on the Welland ant1 Lachine Canals have been plazed lnnder 
contract on terms favourable to the co~ultry. 

The active prosecution of thetje wo14cs during the last three years has necessarily 
increased the pnblic debt, and, though uspeotatlons arc entertained that the outlay 
may ultimately be repaid to tlic comltl.y, it may be considered advisable not to press 
a11 the works, contemplared i n  the earlier years of Coufederation, t o  completion a t  
present. 

I am happy to state that the Intercoloiiial Ilailrna,~ was openecl 531- traffic, 
throu hout it8 entire length, eady i l l  the suminel; with as f:lvourable results as could 
have f eel1 expectecl. 

One of the immediate aclva~ntagus of l!le cornpletioi~ of the Railway .was the 
delivery nucl re!xption of thc Bpitish Mail3 s t  .75zl<fa:: after the closing of the St. 
Jawrefice ; 'and I happy to say t h d  u p  to t,he prs5e:lt time mails and pzsvengers 
have been auccessf~~lly carried over the line without any interruption. 

The eshibitio~l nf C:~~iadian  product^, ~ni~nnfactami, and works of a r t  a t  t,he 
United States i.4atiooal l?spositio!l :~f, Philnddphiu, wwu eminently successful, and 
~ruclaimed to the world tba.t Ca~~tada has alrexlg taken a high place ns a farming, 
manufacturi~lg znd mining co~u t ry .  

I t  is gratifying to be able to state that t,he e:c~>ci~ilitm.e was kept well within the 
estimate. 

I t  is Fr:t just thzt I A d d  a.ckncrwledg5 lhat the ~ ~ U C C B ~ S  achieccd by  the oiitc1.- 
P~iae 0:'urrr people was largely aided by the energy and wisdom of the Coinmis~ioners 
who had c h i q e  oi' tbe arrangements. 

B 
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I have considered it advisable in tho interest of the country to make arrange- 
ments for exhibiting Canadian products a t  the Exhibition to be held a t  Sydney, 
fiOuth Wales, for which you will be asked to make provision. 

Notwithstanding the loss of revenue, consequent chiefly on the diminution of our 
importati~ns, the reductions effected during the  current year have gone far to restore 
the  equilibrium between income and expenditure, though great econonly will be still. 

to attain this object. 
I regret that I am still unable to siinounce any progress in obtaining a ~ e t t l e -  

merit of the Fishery claims under the Wcrshington Trcaty, though my Go~ernment  
has nlade every eff'ort to secure that result. 

My Commissioners have made further Treaty srrangements with certain of t h e  
Indian tribes of the North- West Territories, hy vhich their title is extinguished to a 
very large portion of the territories west of Treaty No. 4; 2nd although some of the  
pr~visions~of this Treaty are of a somex-hat onerous and exceptional cha~actei-, I have 
thought it, nevertheless, advisable, on the mhole, to ratify it. This Treaty will b e  
placed before you. I have made an mg:~gcment to negotiate a Treaty with the  
remaining tribes east of the Rocky Xountains. 

The expenditure incurred by the lildina Tre:ities is  undoubtedly large, but the  
Canadian policy is, nevertheless, the cheapest, ultimately, if we compare the resnlts 
with those of other countries ; and i t  is abol-e all a humane, just, and Christian 
policy. 

Notwithstanding the deplorable w,ir -trragol! between the Indian tribes in the  
United States territories, and the Government of that conntry, during the last, year, 
no difficulty has arisen with the Canadiau tribes living in the immediate vicinity of 
the ecene of hostilities. 

You will be asked to consider the expediency of making such changes in t he  
Joint Stock Companies' Act as may obviate for the future the paasage of special Acts 
of Parlin~nent fbr the incorporation of various classes of Companies, including such 
corpoi~dioua as eeek to engage in the  borrowing and lending of money, by providing 
for their orpnization by Letters Patent. 

The desirability of a301'ding additional security to policy-holders of Life Assur- 
ance Companies has engaged the  attention of my Government, and I trust that t he  
moasure which mill bc snbmitted will accomplish the desired object. 

A measure will be submitted to you for the  purpose of extending to the naviga- 
tion of the great inland waters, rights and remedies a t  present confined to waters 
within the jnrisdict~on of the Courts of Vice-Admiralty. 

You will be asked to amend and consolidate the laws relating to Customs. 
I have considered i t  advisable to provide for the  permanent prosecution of the  

Geological Survey which has heretofore been carried on under temporary enactments, 
and to make this a distinct branch of the Civil Service; your attention will be invited 
to a Eiil for that purpose. 

Meaeures will be submitted also for the amendment of the Weights and Xesswes 
Act, the Excise laws, and other Acts, and also a Bill relating to Shipping. 

Gentlemen of the House of Cwmnzons : 

The accounts of the p a d  yenr will be laid before you. 
The Estimates of the next financial yenr will also be snhmitted, and will, I trust, 

be found to be framed with t~ view to  meet the existing circumstances of the country, 
while at the same time, 111-oviding for carrying on the ac1ministrat:on of affairs with 
efficiency. 

Honorable GeniZewzen of tAe Senccie: 

I place full reliance on your prudence and ability, and your devotion to the 
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work of legislation, which, I trust, may be carried on and completed in such a way 
to minister to the prosperity of the country, and the unity of the people. 

His Excellency the Governor General was .pleased to retire, and the House of 
Commons withdrew. 

The Honorable Mr. Scott presented to the Houve a Bill, Fintituled : An Act 
relating to Railways." 

The said Bill was readzfor the first time. 

The Honorable the Speaker reported His Excellency's Speech froill the Throne, 
the same was then read by the Clerk. 
On motion of the Honorable Mr. Scotf, ~econded by the Honorable Mr. 

Montgonaery, i t  was 
Ordered, That  the House do take into consideration the Speech of KisExcelleiicy 

the Governor General to-morrow. 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. Scott, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 
Hontgonzery, i t  was 

tlesolved, That d l  Members present during this Session be appointed a Committee 
to consider the orders and customs of this House and Privileges of Parliament, and 
that the said Committee have leave to meet in this Honse, when and as often as they 
please. 

The Honorable the Speaker presented to the IEouse the Report of the Librarim 
on the atate of the Library of Parliament. 

Ordered, That i t  be received, and 
The sitrne mas then read by the Clerk, as follows :- 

T O  TIIE HONOURABLE THE SENATE OF GANADA I N  PAR.LL4MENT 
ASSEMBLED. 

I t  is w i thbuch  satisfaction that your Libraritln reports that  the transfer of the  
Library of Parliament, to the beautiful building erected for its reception, has a t  
length taken place. Owing to the time required for the completion of the interior 
fittings, i t  was not until the middle of the month of October that the removal 
commeuced. The labor involved in re-arranging and classifying a collection of such 
magnitude, within such a short period, has been very con~iderable ; and much still 
remains to be done before the work is properly completed. 

A t  the outset, a formidable difficulty presented itself. It was found that  the new 
Chamber was wholly inadequate, in its dimensions and apportionmenl, to contain the 
number of volumes proposed to be placed therein. U p  to the time when this was 
ascertained, i t  had been taken for granted that  the New Building was capable of 
holding, at  least one hundred thousand (100,000) volumes : agreeably to the original 
intentions of the Government, in its construction, and in conformity with the direc- 
tions given to the Superintending Architect. 

So far back as the 14th May, 1859, when the erection of Parliament Buildings 
in Ottawa was first determined upon, the ~ n d e r s i p e d  submitted to the Board of 
Works a Memorandum, specifying the nature and extent of the accommodation 
required for the Library. 

This Memorandum pointed out that the Library prenlisee should include '( one 
large Apartment, with three tiers of light iron galleries," capable of containing 
200,000 ~~olumes.  Likewise rooms, to be grouped around the Centrttl Chamber, for 
the exhibitioli ofMaps andPictures,for offices,for private study,and for neceesary uses in 
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