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The Honourable the Speaker then acquainted tllc. Serl:~io that the Clerk of the 
Senate had laid upon the Table the Certificate of onc of' 1l1c Commissioners setting 
forth that  the Honourable Mr. Arsenault, a Member o l ' t l~o  Senate, had made and 
subscribed the Declaration of Qu:zli fication required by t l ~ o  British North America 
Act, 1867. 

The Honourable the Speaker presented to the Senate, :L communication from 
the Governor Geueral's Secretary. 

The same mas then read by the Clerk, and i t  is as fo1low.r :-- 

OTTAWA, 15th Al)ril, 1895. 
SIR,-I have the honour to inform you that  His  Excellcncy tllc Governor 

General will proceed to the Senate Chamber, to  open the Se~sion of' t11c Dorninion 
Parliament, on Thnrsday, the 18th inst., a t  Threo o'clock, P.M. 

I havo the honour to 'De, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

ARTHUR GORDON, 
Governor General's Secretary. 

The Honourable 
The Speaker of the Senate, &c.: kc. 

The Sen:~te was adjourned during pleasure. 

After some time the Senate was resumed. 

His  Excellency the Right Honourable Sir John Campbell Hamilton-(;orclorl, 
Earl of Aberdeen; Viscount Formartine, Bwou Haddo, Methlic, Tarvcs :ind l i  c h l l i c . ,  

in the Peerage of Scotland ; Vincouut Gordon of Aberdeen, Coul~ly of A 1 ~ c ~ r ~ t I c ~ c . 1 1 ,  i ~ r  
the Peerage of tho United Kingdom ; Baronet of N o v : ~  S(*o[i:~, kc., Ar., (;o\,ort~ol.  
General of Canada, being mated on the Th rotle. 

The Honourable the  Spe:iker comm:~tdecl 111c Gcntlcrn:~ rl LJ~hcr of' the Black 
Rod to proceed to the  liousc of Cornmo~lfi : t ~ ~ c l  acqu:~int t,h:~t llousc,--" I t  is His  
E:xcellency's pleasure they attend him immediately in thi8 House." 

Who being come with their Speaker, 

Xis Excellency the Governor General was then pleased to open the Session by 
a gracious Speech to both Houses. 

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate : 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons : 
I t  is wikh much satisfbction that  I again have recourae to your advice and assist. 

ance in   he administration of the  affair8 of the Dominion. 
By the ~ u d d e n  and lamented death of the late Right Honourable Sir John 

Thompson, Canada has gutrtained a grievous loss. Tho deep and heartfelt sympathy 
exprcsued by Her  Most Gracious Majesty the Quecn, and the manifestations of sor- 
,.ow with which the distressing intelligenco was received throughout the  Empiro, a~ 
well as tokeus of esteem and twpeot everywhere paid to the memory of'thedecoaecd 
statesman, have been gratefully appreciated by the people of Canada. 

Satisfactory nsaurances having been received from Her  Majesty's Government 
~~espect ing the interpretation of certain clauses in the Treaty of Commerce with 
Prance, ratifications will be oxchanged as soon as the necessary legislation has been 
passed. 

Tho recent action of tho Imperial Parliament enabling the various Australasian 
Governments to enter into preferential trade relations with tho other self-governing 
Colonies of the Empire, affords gratifymg proof that  the suggestiotitl of' the  Colonial 
ConfBrence are being favourably entertained by H e r  Majesty's Government. 



I n  conformity with a recent j11(lg111(~111 of' the Lords of the Judicial Committeo 
of the Pr ivy  Council, to the ef-fecar t l l i ~ t  tho dibsentient minority of' the people of 
Manitoba have a constitution:il 1.ig111 0 1  :11)pc:ll to the Governor General in C o u ~ ~ c i l  
against certain Act8 passed by thc 1 ~ ~ g i s l : ~ t u r e  of t l~eProvince of Manitoba in relation 
to tho subject of education, I h:~vo 11c:11d in C o u ~ ~ c i l  the appeal, and my decihion 
thereon has been ~ommunicatc(1 1 0  I I I C  r~egislat~lre  of the said Province. The papers 
on the subject will be laid betor(. you. 

The  deprcrjbion in trade w11iol1 Ir:~s prevailed throughout the world for the past 
few years has made itself fillt, i n  Canada, but fortunatc,ly to a less degree than in 
most other countries. Altl101lg11 t h i ~  has not resulted in any considerable decrease 
in the volume of our forci,?~~ I ~ x d c ,  yet, owing to low pvicea aud recent .~-eductions in, 
and removal of, taxation, i t  h:~s becu followed by a serious decrease in revenue derived 
fi-om Customs and Esc ih~ .  I n  order to produce equilibrium between revenue and 
expenditure for the co~rlillg pear, i t  will be necebsary to o b ~ e r v c  the greatest possible 
economy in the appwpriations for the varions branches of the public service. 

During thc  1)eriotl that has elapsed hince the  last Session of Parliament, 1 have 
had all opportunity of' visiting many portions of' the Dominion, including the Mnri- 
time Province>, Rlal~itobn, the North-west Teri torics and British Columbia. Through- 
out thefie loulw 1 have been impressed and 91-ntified by manifestations of an abound- 
ing loyalty and public spirit ; and notwithtitanding the phase of trade depression 
alre:~dy rofkrred to, I observed everywhere unmistakable crigns of that confident hope- 
fu111ebb i l l  t he  f'uture, based on a thorough belief in the greatness of the resources of 
Canada, which is one of the char;~cteristics ol  her people, :lnd which furnishes a good 
augury and pledge of fnrther development and progress. 

The  Gover!lment of Newfou~~dlund having intimated its desire to  renew negotia- 
tions looking to the admitibion of tha t  colony into the Dominion of Canada, a sub- 
committee of my advisers have recentiy met in conference a delegation from the 
Island Government and discussed with them the terms of union. It will be a subject 
of 'gencrd congt.atulation if the negotiations now pending result in t he  incorporation 
of Her  M:ljestyls oldest colonial possession into the Cauadiau confederation. 

Measures relating to bankruptcy and insolvency, and to  joint stock companies 
will be laid before you. You will also be adred to consider certain amendments to 
t l ~ c  I rlfiul.ance Act, to the Act respecting Dominion Noteti, to the  Dominion Lands 
Act, to the lndian Act, to the North-west Territoriee Representation Act, a s  also a 
l i ~  l l ~.cthl)ccling the land subsidy of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 

1 I I : I V ( ,  ~ l ~ ~ c v - c c . t l  Ihat the :~c.counts of'tllt* 1):1st yc :~r  hh:iI1 be laid before you. The 
I I :  I I I I i l l  I I I I I C ~ .  They have bccn fr.arncd with 
, T V I J  I ~ ~ L ~ , I I , ~  1 1 ,  V I . O I I O I I I J *  ~ ~ O I I I I ~ ~ I I ~ I C  wi111 t l ~ o  ei l ic ic~~cy o f t h i  public Hervico. 

The  Honourable Sir M:rcl<orlzir I h ~ w c ~ l l ,  I'rwitlont of' the Qucen's Pr ivy  Council 
for Canada, presented to the Scn:rlc :I liill i 1 1 1  i t  l~lcd : "An Act relating to  Railways." 

The  said Bill was read ior tho firsl, tirno. 


