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The Honourable the Speaker then acquainted the House that  the Clerk of the 
Senate had laid upon the Table the Certificate of one of the Commissioners setting forth 
that the Honourable Mr. Burpee, a Member of the Senate, had made and subscribed 
the Declaration of Qualification required by the British North America Act, 1867. 

The Honourable the Speaker presented to the Senate a communication from the 
Governor General's Secretary. 

The same was read by the Clerk, and i t  is as follows :- 

OTTAWA, 29th January, 1900. 

SIR?-T have the honour to  inform you that  His  Excellency the Governor General 
will proceed to  the Senate Chamber, to  open the Session of the Dominion Parliament, on 
Thursday, the 1st February, a t  Three o'clock, P.M. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

H A R R Y  GRAHAM, Captain, A.D.C., 
f o ~  the Govenzor Geneml's Secretary. 

The Honourable 
The Spea,ker of the Senate. 

The House was adjourned during pleasure. 

After some time the House was resumed 

His Excellency the Right Honourable Sir Gilbert .John Elliot, Earl of Alinto 
and Viscount Melgund of i\lelgund, County of Forfar, in the Peerage of the United 
Kingdom, Raron Minto of Minto, County of Roxburgh, in the Peerage of Great 
Britain, Baronet of Nova Scotia, I<night Grand Cross of tlie Most Distinguished 
Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, cfsc., &c., Governor Genera! of Canada, being 
seated on the Throne, 

The Honournble the Speaker commanded the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod 
to proceed to the House of Conimons and acquaint that  House,--" It is His  Excellency's 
pleasure they attend him immediately in this House." 

Who being come with their Spei~ker, 
His  Excellency the Governor General was then pleased to  open the Session by a 

gracious Speech to both Housss. 

It is again my pleasing duty to congratulate you on the continued prosperity of the 
Dominion and on t>he remarkable increase in the general volume of the revenue and of 
the exports and imports of the country. 

Hostilities having unfurtunately broken out during the recess between Great 
Britain and the South African Republic, i t  appeared to my Ministers expedient to 
anticipate the action of Parliament by equipping and forwarding two contingents of 
volunteers to the seat of war as a practical evidence of the profound devotion and 
loyalty of the entire people of Canada to the Sovereign and institutions of the British 
Eupire. 

I n  this connection i t  is a matter of pride and gratification to the people of this 
Dominion that, in addition to the c~nt~ingents  sent by the Government,, another 
Canadian force is being organized and despatched a t  the personal expense of the High 
Commissioner of Canada. This generous and patriotic action upon the part of Lord 
Strathoonrt reflects high honour on him and on the Dominior1 he represents. 
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I have been instructed to convey to you Her  Majesty's high appreciation of the 
loyalty and patriotism thus displayed which, following the preference granted under 
.the present tariff to articles of British manufacture, has had the happiest effect in 
cementing and intensifying the cordial relations subsisting between Canada and the 
Mother Country. 

A Bill will be submitted for your approval making provision for the cost of equip- 
ping and paying the Canadian contingents. 

The measures which have been taken from time to time to facilitate the safe trans- 
portation of food stuffs to European markets, have resulted in a large increase in the 
exportation of several important articles of produce, and i t  may become necessary, in 
the interest of this very important branch of industry to require a more careful inspec- 
tion than has been customsry for the purpose of maintaining that high standard of 
excellence heretofore secured and which is absolately indispensable if the people of 
Canada are to increase their large and profitable trade with other countries in these 
commodities. 

I am glad to observe that the returns from the Post Office Department afford good 
ground for believing that the temporary loss of revenue caused by the great reduction 
recently made in letter postage, will speedily be made good by the increased correspon- 
dence coilsequent thereon. 

Negotiations are now in progress with several of our sister colonies in the West 
Indies, which i t  is hoped msy result in increasing and developing our trade with those 
islands and possibly with certain portions of the adjacent continent of South America. 

I t  gives me great pleilsure to observe that, in pursuance of the policy which was 
defined s t  the last session of Parliament, a carefully devised body of regulations has 
been adopted applicable to all railways and public works within the federal jurisdiction 
making adequate provision for the sanitary protection and imedical care of u-o~kingmen. 

The attention of the Government has been called to the conflicts which occa:' ~ w n -  
ally arise between workn~en and their employers. While i t  may not be possible :.I) 

whoiiy prevent such difficulties by legislation, my Government think that many of the 
disputes might he averted if better provisioi~s could be made for the friendly interven- 
tion of boards of conciliation, the conclusions of which, while not legally binding, would 
have much weight with both sides and be useful in bringing an  intelligent public 
opinion to bear on these complicated subjects. You will be invited to consider whether 
the Provincial legislation in this mutter maj  not be usefully supplemented by an 
enactment proviiling for the establishrrier~t of a Dominion tribunal for assisting in the 
settlement of such questions. 

I am happy to obzerre t.hat the number of settlers who have taken up lands in 
Manitoba and in the North-west Territories is larger than in any previous year, and 
affords cor~clusi\~e evidence of tlie success which has attended the efforts of mv Govern- 
ment to promote immigration, and I have no doubt that  the greatly increased produc- 
tion of the West will he~~ceforth atld mat~=~ixlly to the growth of the trade of the whole 
Dominion. While the efforts made to secuve increased population for the West have 
thus been succe~sful, I I I U C ~ I  a t t rn~ion has also bren devoted to the repatriation of 
Canadians who in less DlosDerous times have left Canada. You will be ~leitsed to learn 

I I 

that  this work has been attended wit11 satisfactory ~qesults. 
My Go\ e r l ~ l ~ ~ e n t ,  during tile recrbs, 11iw been giving its attention to the subject of 

n railwny comn,issi@n. i'aluable in for n~ation has been and is still being collected, 
which when cwmpleted will be submitted to you and will, no dcubt, receive. a t  your 
hands the earnest conside~.;rtion which the irnrortance of the subiect reauires. 

I :lm pleased to say that our canal sjsieln, connecting thk g e a i  lakes with the 
Atl. ntic seaboard, has been completed so as to allow vessels having a draft of 14  feet to 
uass from the head of Lake S u ~ e r  ior to the sea. The vigorous and successt'ul urosecution 

u 

of I hree works by my Government has all.eadg attracted the attention of those interested 
in Western transportation, and there are good grounds for the 'hope that, when the 
nectbssary facilities for the quick and ir~exprnsive Iland!ing of ocean traffic are provided 
and mhich are now in progress, Canadian ports will control a much larger share of the 
traffic of the West. 
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Measures will be introduced to renew and amend the existing banking laws, to  
regulate the rate of interest payable upon judgments recovered in courts of law, to  pro- 
vide for the taking of the next decennial census, for the better arrangement of the  
electoral districts, to amend the Criminal Code and the laws relating to  other important 
 subject,^. 

Gentlemen of the House of Conznzons : 

The public accounts will be laid before you, and also the estimates for the coming 
year, which have been prepared with due regard to economy and the rapid growth of 
the Dominion. 

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate : 

Gentlemen of the Howse of Conzmolzs : 

I commend to your consideration the subjects I have mentioned, confiding in your 
patriotism and judgment. 

His  Excellency the Governor General was pleased to retire, and the House of 
Commons withdrew. 

The Honourable Mr. Mills, Minister of Justice, pre~ent~ed to the senate a Bill 
intituled : " A n  Act relating to  Railways." 

The said Bill was read a first time. 

The Honourable the Speaker reported His  Excellency's Speech from the Throne, 
and the same was then read by the Clerk. 

On motion of the Honourable Mr. Mills, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Scott, 
i t  was 

Ordered, That  the Senate do take into consideration the Speech of His  Excellency 
the Governor General, on Monday next,. 

On motion of the Honourable Mr. 3fill.-;, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Scott, 
i t  was 

Ordered, That all the Senators present during this Session he appointed a Cnm- 
mittee to consider the Orders and Customs of the Senate and Privileges of Parliament, 
and that the said Committee have leave to meet in this House, whkn and as often as 
they please. 

The Honourable Mr. Mills moved, seconded by the Honourable Mr. Scott,, 
That when the Senate adjourns this day, i t  do stand adjourned until Monday, a t  

three o'clock in the afternoon. 
The question of concurrence being put  thereon, the same was resolved in  the 

affirmative, and 
Ordered, accordingly. 

Then, on motion of the Honourable Mr. Mills, seconded by the Honourable Mr. 
Scott, 

The. Senate adjourned until Monday next, a t  three o'clock in the afternoon. 


