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SAFETY MARKS
General

Part 4 of the Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) Regulations requires dangerous
goods to be identified by safety marks when being transported.

Dangerous goods safety marks are displayed on the means of containment to illustrate the
presence and nature of the danger. Certification safety marks are used to indicate compliance
with a safety standard (manufacturing of means of containment). A safety mark can be a
design, symbol, device, sign, label, placard, letter, word, number or abbreviation, or any
combination of these things.

Labels and Placards

Labels and placards are diamond shaped and must be displayed as illustrated below. They are
usually identical (except for the size) and they communicate by colour, number and symbol
the degree and nature of the hazard of dangerous goods.

Because of the size or irregular shape of certain means of containment, the TDG Regulations
allow for the reduction of labels (30 mm) and placards (100 mm).

Note: Labels and placards are illustrated in leaflet TP 11504E which can be ordered by mail or viewed on
our Web site in PDF format at: www.tc.gc.ca/tdg/menu.htm.
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Labels

Labels are required on any side, except top or bottom, of a small means of containment
(i.e. packages and drums of ≤ 450 litres), and on the shoulder of cylinders. A package
containing radioactive materials must display a label on two opposite sides.

The shipping name, technical name (if any) and UN number must also be displayed on small
means of containment. The UN number may appear on or next to the label.

Note: When the Regulations allow for the reduction of a label to 30 mm, the label, shipping name, technical
name and UN number may appear on a tag.

Placards

Placards and UN numbers must be displayed on each side and each end of a large means of
containment (> 450 litres) if the dangerous goods

• have a total gross mass greater than 500 kg (UN number is only required when the
quantity exceeds 4000 kg);

• are in a quantity or concentration that require an emergency response assistance
plan (ERAP1); or

• are a liquid or a gas in direct contact with the means of containment.

The UN number must appear on the placard or on a rectangular orange panel next to the
placard.
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(1) Shipment of certain dangerous goods requires the filing of an emergency response assistance plan with
Transport Canada. This plan outlines the emergency response capabilities of an organization in the event of
an accident.
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Large means of containment can be tote tanks, intermodal tanks, portable tanks, intermediate
bulk containers (IBC), freight containers, road and rail vehicles.
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Mixed Loads

DANGER

A mixed load of dangerous goods of different UN numbers (none requiring an ERAP) may
be identified by a DANGER placard instead of the placard required for those dangerous
goods.

A mixed load of different classes of gases transported by road, solely on land, may be
identified by a DANGER placard and a primary class placard for the most dangerous gas
according to the following decreasing order of danger:

• toxic gas,

• flammable gas,

• oxidizing gas,

• any other gas.

3

1075

TC 112J340W

LD LMT 167 500 LB
LT WT     95 000 LB

ABCX  9 8 7 6 0
SR 9627
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STATION  STENCIL QUALIFIED DUE
TANK QUALIFICATION ABC 2001 2011
THICKNESS TEST ABC 2001 2011
SERVICE EQUIPMENT ABC 2001 2006
SAFETY VALVE   280 PSI ABC 2001 2006

COATING / LINING
TYPE
DATE APPLIED
88.B.2 INSPECTION ABC 2001 2011
STUBSILL INSPECTION ABC 2001 2011



Certification Safety Mark: A certification safety mark is required to be displayed by the
manufacturer of the means of containment to illustrate compliance with the safety standard2.
For more information, please consult the Advisory notice on Means of Containment.

Marine Pollutant Mark: Certain quantities of dangerous goods identified as “marine
pollutants” and that are transported by ship must display a marine pollutant mark.

Elevated Temperature Sign: The elevated-temperature sign must be displayed next to the
placard for specific elevated temperature products.
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D A N G E R
The lading of this container or
vehicle has been fumigated or
treated with

Le chargement de ce conteneur ou
véhicule a été fumigé ou traité
au

(Name of poisonous liquid, solid
or gas)

(Nom du liquide, solide ou gaz
toxique)

Before entering for loading or
unloading open all portals and
test to ensure the cargo space
is free of gas.

Avant d'entrer pour charger ou
décharger ouvrir toutes les portes
et vérifier que l'espace est vide
de gaz.

Fumigation Sign: When dangerous goods are used to fumigate a large means of containment,
the fumigation sign must be displayed next to or at each entryway into a large means of
containment through which a person can enter.

(2) Safety standards means “standards regulating the design, construction, equipping, functioning or
performance of means of containment or facilities used or intended to be used in handling, offering for
transport or transporting dangerous goods”.

4G/CLASS 6.2/98
CAN/ABC 8-999

Other Safety Marks
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Removal of Safety Marks

Labels and placards must be removed from any means of containment that have been
unloaded, unpacked, cleaned or purged or when the contents of the means of containment
have been neutralized.

Foreign Shipments

In specific cases, the TDG Regulations allow the use of safety marks in accordance with
other regulations.
ICAO Technical Instructions - Air shipments
IMDG Code - International marine shipments
CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) 49 - US/Canada shipments (road and rail)

This advisory notice provides a general outline of the safety mark requirements.
For specific information, the Act and Regulations must be consulted.


