Coming to Canada by small aircraft

Pilots must report to Canada Border Services Agency
using the telephone reporting system. Call the toll free
telephone number 1-888-226-7277 at least two hours, but
no more than 48 hours prior to your arrival in Canada. A
second call is required upon your arrival in Canada. You
are required to bring photo 1.D. and proof of Citizenship;
i.e. Birth Certificate or Passport. All travellers can
import goods for their personal use. Import restrictions
apply to certain items. Handguns, pepper spray, stun
guns and certain other weapons are prohibited. Calling
1-888-226-7277 arranges your Customs clearance only.
It does not replace the requirements to file a flight plan
with NAV CANADA. Designated ports of entry are
listed in the Canada Flight Supplement, which is the
official Canadian "Airports and Frequency Guide".
Information on obtaining one is provided later. Need
more information on reporting to Customs? Visit CBSA's
website at: http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/menu-e.html

When you return to the United States, you should consult
the U.S. Private Flyers Guide for information about
customs services at U.S. Airports. Contact the U.S.
Customs Office for more information on this program.

Aircraft and Pilot Documentation

Generally, U.S. registered aircraft need only the
documentation required by the Federal Aviation
Administration. However, you should note the

following:

1. Pilots of aircraft with a Special Airworthiness
Certificate — Experimental for the purpose of
operating a United States registered Amateur Built
aircraft in Canadian airspace may obtain a
Standardized Validation from Transport Canada’s
Internet website at:
http://www.tc.gc.ca/civilaviation/maintenance/aarp
e/Recreational/menu.htm;

Pilots of aircraft with a Special Airworthiness
Certificate, for other than Amateur-Built aircraft,
must obtain a validation from an Airworthiness
contact at a Transport Canada Regional Office
prior to entering Canadian Airspace. This applies
even for overflights where no stop is intended.
Check the list of Regional Office Contacts for the
one closest to your point of entry into Canada; and
Ultra-light aircraft operating without any
regulatory authority (e.g. CFR 103 in the United
States) cannot be operated in Canada.




Traffic Procedures

At controlled airports the procedures are the same; just be
sure to obtain a clearance to enter the control zone
PRIOR to operating within it. However, at uncontrolled
airports you should be aware that joining the pattern at a
45° angle is not allowed. Some differences in radio
reporting requirements also exist at uncontrolled airports.
The general rule is: Use your radio to report your
intentions on the correct airport frequency at all times.

Survival equipment

The Canadian Aviation Regulations require that you
carry sufficient equipment to ensure the survival of all on
board in the event of a forced landing. Remember, we
have some very cold places, some very hot places, some
very wet places and some very dry places. Some places
afford shelter; others do not. We have some places with
a large number of bothersome insects.

What you carry is up to you. Given Canada’s climate and
geography, consideration must be given to:

a) starting a fire;

b) shelter;

c) asignaling device;

d) water purification;

e) time of year and;

f) location (e.g. December in Northern
Manitoba).

Renting an Aeroplane in Canada with an American
Pilot Licence

If you are visiting Canada and wish to rent a Canadian
registered aircraft for recreational purposes, you will
require a Foreign Licence Validation Certificate. You
can obtain this document from a RecAv Contact at a
Transport Canada Regional office. Check the list of
Regional Office Contacts for the one closest to your point
of entry into Canada.

You will be required to show proof of your licence and
medical status and pay a fee. The Foreign Licence
Validation Certificate will be issued for a period of one
year.

We look forward to serving you!
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