
Arsenic in Drinking Water
Information for Well Owners

What is arsenic?
!"#$%&'(&#()(%)*+"),,-(.''+""&%/($,$0$%*(1.+%2(&%(*3$(4)"*35#('"+#*6

How can it get into drinking water?
!"#$%&'(')%(/$*(&%*.(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"(83$%(/".+%2(8)*$"(2&##.,9$#(0&%$"),#(*3)*('.%*)&%()"#$%&'6((

:+7.%(&#("&'3(&%(0&%$"),(2$;.#&*#<(#.(&*(&#(%.*(#+";"&#&%/(*3)*(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"(0)-('.%*)&%($,$9)*$2(
,$9$,#(.1(9)"&.+#(0&%$"),#()%2('3$0&'),#<(&%',+2&%/()"#$%&'6(((

How does arsenic get into people?
!"#$%&'(')%($%*$"(*3$(=.2-(*3".+/3(*3$(1..2(8$($)*()%2(*3$(8)*$"(8$(2"&%76((!"#$%&'(2.$#(%.*(
$%*$"(*3$(=.2-(*3".+/3(*3$(#7&%(2+"&%/(=)*3&%/(."(#3.8$"&%/6(

What are the health impacts of lifelong exposure to arsenic in drinking water?
>3$"$(&#()%(&%'"$)#$2("&#7(.1(')%'$"(.1(&%*$"%),(."/)%#(#+'3()#(*3$(=,)22$"<(,&9$"()%2(,+%/#6(
?*)*&#*&'#(&%2&')*$(*3)*(&%()('.00+%&*-(.1()*(,$)#*(@AB<CCC(;$.;,$<(83.(3)9$(=$$%(2"&%7&%/(D6B(
,&*"$#(.1(8)*$"(8&*3(C6CDC(0/EF()"#$%&'($9$"-(2)-(1."(GC(-$)"#<(.%$(')%($H;$'*(*3)*(*3$"$(8&,,(=$(
.%$()22&*&.%),(')%'$"()**"&=+*)=,$(*.()"#$%&'6((?*+2&$#(2.(%.*(#3.8()(/"$)*$"("&#7(.1(3$),*3($11$'*#(
&%('3&,2"$%<(;"$/%)%*(8.0$%(."(.*3$"(9+,%$")=,$(;.;+,)*&.%#6(
(
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DThe Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality(#$*#(.+*(0)H&0+0()''$;*)=,$('.%'$%*")*&.%#(1."(
0&'".=&.,./&'),<('3$0&'),<(;3-#&'),()%2(")2&.,./&'),(;)")0$*$"#()%2(')%(=$(1.+%2(.%(J$),*3(K)%)2)5#(
8$=#&*$(88863'L#'6')(
>3$("$9&$8()%2("$9&#&.%(.1(*3$(M+&2$,&%$#(&#()%(.%L/.&%/(;".'$##(*3)*(&#(#+;;."*$2(=-("$#$)"'3<(
#'&$%'$()%2(*$'3%.,./-6

>3$(,&0&*(1."()"#$%&'(&%(*3$ Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water QualityD

N*3$(M+&2$,&%$#O(3)#(=$$%(,.8$"$2(1".0(C6CPB(0/EF(*.(C6CDC(0/EF(*.("$2+'$(
*3$(3$),*3("&#7#6((

>3$(1.,,.8&%/(&%1."0)*&.%(&#(;".9&2$2(*.("$#;.%2(*.(#.0$(.1(*3$(Q+$#*&.%#(8$,,(
.8%$"#(0)-(3)9$()=.+*()"#$%&'(&%(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"6
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How would a person know if there is arsenic in drinking water?
!#()"#$%&'(&#(=.*3(*)#*$,$##()%2(.2.+",$##<(*3$(.%,-(8)-(*.(7%.8(&1(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"('.%*)&%#(
)"#$%&'()=.9$(*3$(M+&2$,&%$#(&#(*.(3)9$()(8)*$"(#)0;,$(1".0(*3$(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"(8$,,(*$#*$2(=-()(
#;$'&),&R$2(,)=.")*."-6((

>3$"$(&#(%.(,)=.")*."-(&%(:+7.%(*3)*(*$#*#(1."(*3$('3$0&'),#<(&%',+2&%/()"#$%&'<(83&'3(0)-(=$(
;"$#$%*(&%(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"6

How can a person or facility owner/operator of their own well water supply have the 
drinking water tested for arsenic or other chemicals?
>.(3)9$(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"(*$#*$2(1."()"#$%&'()%2(.*3$"('3$0&'),#<()(8$,,(.8%$"(')%('.%*)'*(
4%9&".%0$%*),(J$),*3(?$"9&'$#(*.(.=*)&%(*3$();;".;"&)*$(#)0;,$(=.**,$<(1."0#()%2(#)0;,&%/(
&%#*"+'*&.%#6(>3$('.#*(1."(#3&;;&%/(*3$(#)0;,$(*.()%()''"$2&*$2(,)=(8&,,(=$('.9$"$2(=-(*3$(:+7.%(
M.9$"%0$%*6((>3$(;$"#.%("$Q+$#*&%/(*3$(*$#*(8&,,(=$(=&,,$2(2&"$'*,-(=-(*3$(,)=.")*."-(1."(*3$('.#*(.1(
*3$('3$0&'),(*$#*N#O6((

!,*$"%)*&9$,-<()(8$,,(.8%$"(')%(0)7$(*3$&"(.8%()"")%/$0$%*#(8&*3()(,)=.")*."-(.1(*3$&"('3.&'$<()%2(
;)-(*3$('.#*#(1."(=.*3(*3$(#3&;;&%/()%2(*$#*&%/6

How much will it cost to have drinking water tested?
?$9$"),(,)=.")*."&$#(.11$"()(S;.*)=,$(8)*$"(;)'7)/$T(83&'3(*$#*#()(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"(#)0;,$(1."(@C(."(
#.('.00.%('3$0&'),()%2(;3-#&'),(;)")0$*$"#<(&%',+2&%/()"#$%&'6(>3$('.#*(.1(*3$(;)'7)/$(8&,,(=$(
)".+%2(UDAB6((

>3$('.#*(.1(*$#*&%/()(#)0;,$(.1(-.+"(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"(1."()"#$%&'(.%,-(&#()=.+*(UV@6(>$#*&%/(1."(
)"#$%&'()%2(+")%&+0(N)%.*3$"(3)"01+,('3$0&'),('.00.%,-(1.+%2(&%(:+7.%(0&%$"),(2$;.#&*#O<(."(1."(
)"#$%&'()%2()%.*3$"('3$0&'),(."(;3-#&'),(;)")0$*$"('.#*#()".+%2(UBC6

What can be done if there is arsenic in drinking water that is above the Guidelines limit?(
W1(*$#*("$#+,*#(#3.8(*3)*()"#$%&'('.%'$%*")*&.%#()"$(/"$)*$"(*3)%(C6CDC(0/EF<(*3$(8$,,(.8%$"(')%(
;+"'3)#$()%2(&%#*),,()(8)*$"(*"$)*0$%*(#-#*$0(83&'3(8&,,("$2+'$(*3$()"#$%&'(,$9$,(*.()%()''$;*)=,$(
'.%'$%*")*&.%6((!%.*3$"(.;*&.%(&#(*.(.=*)&%(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"(1".0()%(),*$"%)*$(#)1$(#+;;,-(N$6/6<(
*"+'7$2(8)*$"(2$,&9$"-<(=.**,$2(8)*$"O6
(
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What are some ways to treat drinking water with elevated levels of arsenic?
>3$"$()"$(#$9$"),(8)-#(*.(*"$)*(8)*$"(8&*3($,$9)*$2(,$9$,#(.1()"#$%&'<(#+'3()#("$9$"#$(.#0.#&#(."(
)%&.%($H'3)%/$6((

!(;.&%*L.1L$%*"-(*"$)*0$%*(#-#*$0(8&,,(*"$)*(),,(.1(*3$(8)*$"($%*$"&%/(*3$(=+&,2&%/((83&,$()(;.&%*L.1L
+#$(#-#*$0(8&,,(*"$)*(*3$(8)*$"('.0&%/(.+*(.1(*3$(*);((83&'3(#+;;,&$#(),,(."(0.#*(.1(*3$(8)*$"(1."(
2"&%7&%/<(1..2(;"$;)")*&.%()%2('..7&%/(N$6/6<(*3$(7&*'3$%(*);O6((X.(0)**$"(83)*(*"$)*0$%*(#-#*$0(
&#(+#$2<(*3$('.0;.%$%*#(#3.+,2(=$('$"*&($2(N$6/6<(=-(*3$(K)%)2&)%(?*)%2)"2#(!##.'&)*&.%Y(X?Z(
W%*$"%)*&.%),O6((

!(8)*$"(#-#*$0(#+;;,&$"(')%()##&#*(*3$(8$,,(.8%$"(&%(#$,$'*&%/()(*"$)*0$%*(#-#*$06(?.0$(
#+;;,&$"#()"$(,&#*$2(&%(*3$(-$,,.8(;)/$#(+%2$"([)*$"(\+"&(')*&.%(](Z&,*")*&.%(4Q+&;0$%*6((

!,,(*"$)*0$%*(#-#*$0#(#3.+,2(=$(.;$")*$2()%2(0)&%*)&%$2()''."2&%/(*.((0)%+1)'*+"$"5#(
&%#*"+'*&.%#6((!1*$"()(*"$)*0$%*(#-#*$0(&#(&%#*),,$2<(1.,,.8L+;(*$#*&%/(.1()(8)*$"(#)0;,$(#3.+,2(=$(
2.%$(*.('.%("0(*3)*(-.+"(8)*$"(*"$)*0$%*(#-#*$0(&#(8."7&%/(;".;$",-(N&6$6<()"#$%&'(,$9$,#()"$(,.8$"(
*3)%(C6CDC(0/EFO6

Will boiling the drinking water, or using a carafe or pitcher style fi lters remove arsenic?(
X.<(+%,&7$(#.0$(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"('.%*)0&%)%*#<(=.&,&%/(*3$(8)*$"(8&,,(%.*("$0.9$()"#$%&'6((K)")1$(."(
;&*'3$"(#*-,$((,*$"#(),#.(2.(%.*("$0.9$()"#$%&'6(

If arsenic is above the Guidelines, is the water safe for pets?
>),7(*.()(9$*$"&%)"&)%()=.+*()(;$*5#(2"&%7&%/(8)*$"6

For more information or to have a drinking water sample shipped to a specialized 
laboratory for chemical analysis contact:

4%9&".%0$%*),(J$),*3(?$"9&'$#<(^(P(J.#;&*),(_.)2<([3&*$3."#$<(:+7.%((:D!(@JA((((
\3.%$`(AaGLaaGLA@bD(((((c((((>.,,(Z"$$`(DLACCLaaDLCVCA($H*6A@bD(((((c(((((Z)H`(AaGLaaGLA@PP(
4L0)&,`($%9&".%0$%*),63$),*3d/.96-76')(

!2);*$2(1".0`((
It’s Your Health - Arsenic in Drinking Water<(J$),*3(K)%)2)(
Arsenic in Nova Scotia’s Drinking Water<(\".9&%'$(.1(X.9)(?'.*&)


