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Introduction

The purpose of thisguideisto provideinformation to candidates and prospective candidatesfor electionasa
Member of the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia. It provides an overview of the nomination
proceduresto become acandidate, and the responsibilities, rights and duties of candidates duringprovincial
elections.

The Election Act establishes the rules and procedures governing the conduct of provincial elections. Where
possible, section referencesto the applicable sections of theElection Act are provided. If any conflict arises
between what appearsin this guide and theElection Act, the Act isdeemed to be the exclusive authority with
respect to the conduct of electionsin British Columbia. The Election Act is available on the Elections BC
Web site (www.elections.bc.ca) or may be purchased from:

CrownPublications
521 Fort Street
Victoria, B.C.
V8W 1E7

Individuals who complete and file nomination documents with Elections BC will receive a complimentary
copy of the Act as part of their Candidate Kit.
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Definitions

Cam paign period:

Candidate:

Constituencyassociation:

Electionperiod:

Nominationcontestant:

Political party:

The period be tween when an elec tion is called and the close of Gen eral
Voting for theelection.

Anindividual whohassat isfiedtherequirementsof theElection Act and
hasbeenissued aCer tif i cate of Candi dacy. For the pur posesof election
fi nancing and elec tion com mu ni cations, theterm can di datein cludesan
indi vidual whobecomesacandi dateor whowasacandi dateinanel ection.

Anorgani zationformedforanelectoral districtasthelocal or gani zationof
a political party or as the local organi zationtosup portanindependent
Member of theLegislative Assembly for that electoral district.

The period be tween when an elec tion is called (the Writ isis sued) and
when the Writ is returned. An election period is generally 51 days in
duration. WritDay isconsideredtobeDay 0, General Voting Day isDay
28, and Writs are re turned on Day 50.

Anindividual seekingnomi nationasacandi daterepresentingaregistered
politi cal party inanelection, whether or not any other indi vidual seeksthat
nomination, and includes an individual who becomes a nomination
contestant or whowasanomi nation contestant.

Anorgani zationthat hasasapri mary pur posethefielding candi datesfor
electiontothelL egislativeAssembly.
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Nominees

The Election Act sets out qualifications for nomination. The Election Act and the Constitution Act specify
who is disqualified from being a candidate in a provincial election.

Who can be nominated as a candidate

S.52

To qualify for nomination as a candidate in a provincial election, an individual must be:

» aCanadian citizen;
» 18 years of age or older on General Voting Day for the election;

» aresident of British Columbiafor at least six months immediately before becoming
a candidate;

» not bedisqualified by the Election Actor any other enactment from voting in an election or from being
nominated for, being elected to or holding office as a Member of the Legislative Assembly, or be
otherwise disqualified by law.

Anindividual isonly entitled to be nominated asacandidatefor oneelectoral district at atime. Candidatesdo
not have to beresident in the electoral district in which they are seeking election.

A person who holds another el ected office (e.g., municipal councillor, school trustee) may be nominated asa
candidate in a provincial election, with the exception of Members of the House of Commons of Canada
(MPs).
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Who cannot be nominated as a candidate

S. 30, Certain individual s are disqualified from being nominated as a candidate:

255-258
* members of the House of Commons of Canada (MPs);

» Judges of the Court of Appeal or the Supreme Court of British Columbig;

« individuals who have been disqualified from voting or holding office on conviction for vote buying,
intimidation, corrupt voting, or subversion of an election by an official.

TheNominationProcess(Election Act, Part 5, Di vi sion 1)

How to become a candidate

An individual who meets all of the qualifications must file a complete nomination in order to become a
candidate. This involves filing the required nomination documents, including the signatures of 25
nominators from the electoral district in which the individual is seeking election, and paying a $100
nomination deposit. Anindividual does not become acandidate until acomplete nomination has beenmade
and accepted, and a Certificate of Candidacy has been issued.

Certificates of Candidacy cannot be issued until an election is called.

The Certificate of Candidacy includes the candidate’ s name, the date on which the certificate isissued and
the candidate’s identity number. This number must be included on all income tax receipts issued by the
candidate. Candidates cannot issue income tax receipts until a Certificate of Candidacy has been
issued. They may only issue tax receipts for contributionsreceived in the period between when the
certificateisissued and the Writ isreturned.



CANDIDATES

GUIDE FOR ¢

Nominators

It should be noted that for the purposes of Parts 10 and 11 of the Election Act (Election Financing and
Election Communications), acandidateisal so defined asan individual who becomes acandidate or w howas
a candidate.

All nominations must be made in writing using the nomination documents provided by Elections BC
[Election Act, section 54]. Nomination Kits contain all the documents a nominee will require.

It is important to note that nomination by a political party or constituency association does not make an
individual acandidatein an election. In order to be acandidatein an election, an individual must complete
the nomination process as outlined in the Election Act, and be issued a Certificate of Candidacy.

Nominators must be voters who are resident in the electoral district for which the candidate is seeking
election. A nominator does not have to be aregistered voter, but must meet the qualificationsto beavoter.
The residential addresses of nominatorswill be checked when the nomination isfiled. Mailing addr esses,
such as post office boxes or business addresses, are not acceptable on nomination documents where
residential addresses ar e specifically called for.

A nomination requiresthe names and residential addresses of at |east 25 nominators and asigned declaration
of each nominator that she or heis qualified as a voter for the electoral district. It isthe obligation of the
nomineeto ensurethat a sufficient number of qualified voters sign the nomination papers. A voter may only
nominate one candidate in an election.

If one or more of the nominators are not qualified to sign the nomination, thenominationisvalidaslong asit
ismade by at least the minimum number of qualified nominators[ Election Act, section 53(3)]. Nomineesare
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encouraged to obtain the signatures of more than 25 nominatorsto protect the validity of the nominationsin
the event that some of the nominators are not qualified.

Nomination Kits

Nomination Kitsare availablefromthe Chief Electoral Office and Government Agentsat any time, including
beforeaWritisissued. Nomination Kitsareavailablefrom District Electoral Officer’ sofficesassoon asthe
offices are established during an election.

Nomination Kits contain all necessary documents and information for making a nomination. Each kit
contains:

* nomination booklet;

» solemn declaration of qualification;

» statement of disclosure form (as required by the Financial Disclosure Act);

 auditor appointment form;

 financial agent appointment form;

» deputy financial agent appointment form;

» official agent appointment form;

* Guidefor Financial Agents;

» Guide for Candidates; and

» Guidetothe Election Act.
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Nominationdocuments

Nomination documents contain step—by—step instructionsfor completion. They should be completedinink,
and checked carefully prior to filing. In the case of multi—part forms, the lower left corner indicates which
copy isto be submitted. Incomplete forms will not be accepted.

Some forms require a solemn declaration, which must be witnessed by a commissioner for taking affidavits.
Government Agents, District Electoral Officersand certain Elections BC staff in Victoria are authorized to
take solemn declarations at no charge for the purposes of the Election Act.

Mailing addresses, such as post office boxes or business addresses, are not acceptable on documents where
residential addresses are specifically called for.

Elections BC does not administer the Financial Disclosure Act, and cannot provide advice or assistance to
prospective candidates regarding completion of the Statement of Disclosure form. Individuals requiring
advice or assistance in this regard should consult with their political party or seek legal counsel.

Nomination deposits

A nomination must be accompanied by adeposit of $100. Only cash, certified cheques, travellers chequesor
money ordersare accepted. Certified cheques, money orders, or travellers cheques must be made payable to
the Minister of Finance.

The nomination deposit will be returned to the financial agent of any candidate who receives at least 15
percent of the total votes accepted and counted in the election.
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If a candidate dies before the close of General Voting for the election, the deposit is returned to the
candidate’ s financial agent or another person determined by the Chief Electoral Officer.

If anelectoral district isdisestablished beforean electionisheld, thedepositisreturnedtot hefinancial agent.

Inall other cases, thedepositisforfeited. For example, if anomineedoesnot completeastanding nomination
or formally withdraws from the election, the deposit is forfeited.

Filing nomination documents

There are two methods of filing nominations. A nominee may either file a standing nomination with the
Chief Electoral Officer at any time prior to the end of the fifth day after the issue of a Writ, or file the
nomination with the District Electoral Officer during the ordinary nomination period (Day 6 to Day 15 of an
election).

The same Nomination Kit is used for both methods of nomination.

Standing nominations

S. 57

Standing nominations allow nominees to complete many administrative tasks before aWrit isissued. This
“fast tracking” of nhominations allows a nominee to complete the nomination process before the nomination
period has begun. Thisprocessis of benefit to nominees, asthey can complete the nomination process and
gain accessto the voters|list and issue tax receipts for contributions before candidates who use the ordinary
nomination process.
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Filingastandingnomination

Nominees can file standing nominations with the Chief Electoral Officer at any time up until 4:30 p.m.
(Pacific time) on Day 5 of an election. To file a standing nomination, the nominee pays the $100
nomination deposit and files all of the required nomination documentation, except the Statement of
Disclosureform required by the Financial Disclosure Act and the solemn declaration of qualificationto bea
candidate. A standing nomination requires that nominees file all of the following:

Any time before 4:30 p.m. (Pacific time) on Day 5 of an election

» Completed nomination booklet (F320);

» $100 nomination deposit (cash, certified cheque, money order, or traveller's cheque payable to
Minister of Finance). Uncertified cheques will not be accepted,;

» Financial agent appointment form (F325); and
» Auditor appointment form (F321).

Prospective candidates may also file the following optional forms with standing nominations:
» Deputy financial agent appointment forms (F327); and

» Official agent appointment form (F327).

Partial filings will not be accepted.
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Completing(or finalizing)astandingnomination

A standing nomination can be completed onlyafter aWrit hasbeenissued. To completethe nomination, the
nominee must filethe Statement of Disclosure form required by the Financial Disclosure Act and the solemn
declaration of qualification before4:30 p.m. (Pacific time) on Day 5 of the election. If thisisa Sunday or
holiday, the next day that isnot a Sunday or holiday will beincluded in the standing nomination period. Once
these documents have been filed and accepted, a Certificate of Candidacy will be issued and the candidate
will be given an identity number to include on all income tax receipts.

If astanding nomination has beenfiled with the Chief Electoral Officer, it must be completed by t he deadline.
If the standing nominationisnot completed, itisdeemed to have been withdrawn, and the nomination deposit
is forfeited.

Standing nominations may only be accepted by the Chief Electoral Officer. However, to ensurethe processis
accessible for all nominees, the final two documents required to complete a standing nomination may be
received by aGovernment Agent or District Electoral Officer, who will forward them to the Chief Electoral
Officer for review and acceptance. It isyour responsibility to ensure that documents are delivered to the
Chief Electoral Officer by the deadline. Post marks will not be considered as proof of delivery.

Only theformsrequired tocomplete a standing nomination may be filed through the Government Agent or
district electoral office. Nomineeswho have not completed a standing nomination by the end of Day 5 are
deemed to have withdrawn. This means they will have to complete all of the required nomination
documentation again and pay another $100 nomination deposit if they wish to continue their candidacy.

Withdrawingastandingnomination

If astanding nomination has beenfiled, it can bewithdrawn beforetheindividual becomesacandidate by the
nominee delivering a signed withdrawal to the Chief Electoral Officer.
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Nominationsfiled with the District Electoral Officer

S.56

During the ordinary nomination period, nominations are only accepted by the District Electoral Officer for
the electoral district in which theindividual isseeking election. The ordinary nhomination period beginsat 9
a.m. on Day 6 of an election and endsat 1 p.m. (Pacific time) on Day 15. Nominations can be delivered to the
district electoral office during regular office hours.

District Electoral Officers can specify other times and places during the ordinary nomination period for the
acceptance of nhomination papers. For example, in an electoral district that has two distinct geographical
areas and where the district electoral office isinconvenient to one area, the District Electoral Officer may
specify an alternative place and time for accepting nominations.

Nominationsfiled withthe District Electoral Officer must be compl ete, andinclude the solemn declaration of
qualification and the Statement of Disclosure form required by the Financial Disclosure Act. Partial filings
will not be accepted.

Nomination papers received after 1 p.m. (Pacific time) on Day 15 of an election will not be accepted.

Note: If Day 15isaholiday, the nomination period closesat 1 p.m. (Pacific time) on the next day that isnot a
holiday (aholiday is any statutory holiday or Sunday).

Changes to nomination documents after filing

S.58

After nomination documents have been filed, they may be amended by the District Electoral Officer on the
basisof information provided by the candidateinwritinginrelation to matters of fact that havechanged since
thetime of filing.

S11-
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Withdrawal of nominations

S.64

Candidates can withdraw their nominations by giving a signed notice to the District Electoral Officer. The
candidate’ ssignatureon the notice of withdrawal must bewitnessed by at | east oneindividual, who must sign
thewithdrawal aswitness. Candidates may not withdraw after 8 a.m. (Pacifictime) on Day 26 of the el ection.

Candidates who withdraw their nominations, and nominees who fail to complete standing nominations
forfeit the $100 nomination deposit. Nomination documents are not returned to the individual in either
instance.

PublicAccesstoNomination Documents

S.59

Nomination documents, including a copy of the Statement of Disclosure form required by the Financial
Disclosure Act, will be available for publicinspection during regular office hours as soon as the nomination
has been accepted. Nomination documents continueto be available for public inspection until oney ear after
the return of the Writ for the election.

Section 275 of the Election Act providesthat anindividual can request that their residential address or phone
number not be available for public inspection. If the candidate, any of the nominators, the financial agent,
etc., make such a request in the nomination documentation, the residential phone number and residential
address will be obscured for the purposes of public inspection.
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Political Party Endor sement of Candi dates

S.60

Inorder for acandidate spolitical party affiliation to be printed on aballot, the candidate mug indicatein the
nomination papers the name of the registered political party they are nominated to represent and the party
must file a written endorsement of the candidate signed by at least two principal officers of the party. A
political party can only endorse one candidate at a time for an electoral district.

The endorsement of candidates by a political party must be delivered to either the Chief Electoral Officer or
the District Electoral Officer before the end of the nomination period. It isanticipated that political parties
will prefer to file a single endorsement with the Chief Electoral Officer indicating all their endorsed
candidates.

Withdrawal of political party endor sement

The status of a candidate as a representative of a registered political party may be cancelled by ether the
candidate or the party until the end of the nomination period. Any change in this regard must be made in
writing to the District Electoral Officer or Chief Electoral Officer, and be signed by the candidate or by two
principal officers of the registered political party.

If the endorsement is cancelled, the candidate remains a candidate in the election, but the political party
affiliation will not appear on the ballot.

-13-
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Closeof Nominations

The nomination period closes at 1:00 p.m. (Pacific time) on Day 15 of the election.

Individuals who have been issued Certificates of Candidacy are candidates in the election, subjectonly to a
court order inthe event of achallenge of acandidate. The namesof all candidatesin an electoral district will
be announced by the District Electoral Officer.

If thereismorethan one candidate, the District Electoral Officer will announcethat an electionby votingisto
be held and the date of General Voting Day.

If there is only one candidate, that candidate is elected by acclamation.

Death of aCan di date

S.65

If a candidate dies, proof of the candidate’s death must be provided immediately to the Chief Electoral
Officer. Based on the date of death, the Chief Electoral Officer will determine whether the nomination
period will be extended or if the election will be cancelled and restarted.

TheAct statesthat if acandidate dies beforethe end of the nomination period, the nomination period endson
which ever of the following islater:

 the end of the nomination period — which is 1 p.m. (Pacific time) on Day 15 of the election; or

» 1 p.m. on the sixth day after the date of death.

Thismeansthat if acandidate diesin the last days of the nomination period, the nomination period may be
extended to ensure that the nomination period is continued for at |east six days after the death.
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If acandidate dies after the close of nominations but before the close of voting on General Voting Day, the
electionin that electoral district is cancelled. Theelectionis started again asif the Writ for the election had
been issued on the day the Chief Electoral Officer received the proof of the death. Individuals who were
candidates in the cancelled election who wish to continue as candidates are not required to file new
nomination documents or make another $100 nomination deposit.

Chal lengeof theNomination of aCandidate

S.66 The nomination of acandidate may be challenged by avoter of the electoral district or another candidate in
the election. A challenge may be made to the Supreme Court of British Columbia between the time the
individual becomes a candidate (when the candidate is issued a Certificate of Candidacy) and noon on the
fourth day after the end of the nomination period. Asthe nomination period usually ends on thefifteenth day
after the Writ isissued, this would be noon on Day 19.

A challenge may be made on the basis that:

» theindividual isnot qualified to be nominated or elected;

 the nomination was not made in accordance with the Election Act;

» theindividual is not an independent candidate as indicated in the nomination documents; or
 the usual name indicated in the nomination documents is not the usual name of theindividual.

Theindividual making the application mustimmediately notify the District Electoral Officer and the affected
candidate of the challenge and the time and place at which it will be heard by the court.

-15-
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The court must determine the challenge within 72 hours after the end of the period for commencing the
challenge — excluding Saturdays, Sundays and other holidays. Not including any weekends and holidays,
the latest day for the court’s determination of the challenge would normally be noon on Day 22.

In making a determination the court can:

» confirm the individual as a candidate;
» declare the individual is not a candidate;
» declare that the individual is not nominated as an independent candidate; or

+ declare that the individual is or is not entitled to have the usual name shown in the nomination
documents used on the ballot.

The court’ s determination is final and may not be appeal ed.

Candidates' L eavefrom Employ ment

S.67

Candidatesare entitled to aleave without pay from their employment during the campaign. Thisleaveisonly
available if the candidate has received the Certificate of Candidacy.

A candidate may request thisleave by making awritten request to their employer. The employer mus grant
theleave.

Theleavecanbeeither full timeor part time asrequested by the candidate. If parttimeleavei srequested, the
candidate must specify in the written request the days and hours of |eave.



CANDIDATES

GUIDE FOR ¢

Candidates who are on paid or unpaid leave from their employment may continue to contribute to any
pension, medical or other benefit plan aslong as the employee pays both the employee’ sand theemployer’s
contributions to the plan. A written request to this effect must be made before or immediately at the
beginning of the leave.

Unless ended earlier by the candidate, the leave period ends as follows:

 if the candidate withdraws, the day after that withdrawal;

 if the nomination is challenged and the court declares the individual no longer to be a candidate, the
day after that declaration; and

» inall other cases, the day after the official declaration of the election results under section 137 (thisis
after Final Count and is usually at least 13 days after General Voting Day).

Deliveryof DocumentstoCandidates

S.68 WheretheElection Act requiresor authorizesanoticeor other document to be served or givento acandidate,
the document is deemed to have been personally served on the candidate if it is left at the service address
indicated in the nomination documentation, or if it is given to the candidate’s official agent.

Material andInfor mation Avail abletoCandi dates

S.48 Candidates are provided with a number of resource items to assist them in their campaigns.

-17-
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Every candidateis provided with a Candidate Kit by the Chief Electoral Officer, or District Electoral Officer,
as applicable. The Candidate Kit includes the following material:

one copy of the Election Act;
one copy of the Guide for Scrutineers;
two sample forms for the appointment of candidate representatives;

map(s) of the electoral district in which the candidate is seeking election, showing the voting area
boundaries;

election calendar; and

astreet index of the electoral district, which shows the voting area for each residential address.

The Guide for Scrutineers and the appointment form for candidate representatives may be photocopied as
required. Candidates may use appointment forms of their own design, provided they meet the requirements
of the Election Act.
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Voterslist

During an election, the voters list is produced twice. The preliminary list is produced when an electionis
called, and containsthe names and addresses of all registered votersinan electoral district. Therevisedlistis
produced on approximately Day 15, and refl ectsthe changes, additions, and del etionswhich occurred during
therevision period. Therevised list isthe list used on General Voting Day.

Candidates are entitled to receive copies of thevoterslist during an election. Thevoterslistis provided at no
charge asfollows:

» two printed copies and one electronic copy (if available) of the preliminary voters list on
approximately Day 4 of an election; and

» two printed copies and one electronic copy (if available) of the revised voters list on approximately
Day 20 of an election.

Thevoterslistsare provided at no chargeto candidates, and are available from the District Electoral Officer.
Candidates who require additional printed copies may receive up to eight more copies of each list upon
request. Additional electronic copies are not available.

Accessto and use of the voterslist isrestricted, and candidates, or their representatives on their behalf, are
required to sign an undertaking that they will not use the list or the personal information it contains for any
purpose other than the electoral purpose for which it was produced.

Appoint ment of Candi dateRepresentativesand Financial Officers

S.69

A prospectivecandidateisrequired to appoint afinancial agent and an auditor. Additionally, candidates may
appoint an official agent and other candidate representatives to act on their behalf throughout a campaign

period. A political party nomination contestant is not required to appoint afinancial agent.
-19-



CANDIDATES

GUIDE FOR ¢

-20-

These appointments must be made in writing and be signed by both the candidate and the appointee.
Appointment forms for financial agents, official agents and auditors are included in Nomination Kits.
Sampl e appointment forms for scrutineers are provided in Candidate Kits.

All candidate representatives must carry a copy of their appointment whenever they are acting in their
appointed role at an el ection proceeding and must present the copy to an election official when requested to
do so. They also must take a solemn declaration to preserve the secrecy of the vote.

Candidate representatives are entitled to be present at most el ection proceedings; however, the absence of a
candidate representative does not invalidate anything done in the election.

Financial Agents

S.175, 176 Candidates are required to have a financial agent. The financial agent is responsible for administering
campaign finances in accordance with Part 10 of the Election Act. If the candidate was a political party
nomination contestant, the financial agent must ensure that all of the nomination financial activities are
recorded.

Candidates may either appoint another individual to act asfinancial agent, or may act astheir own financial
agent. A candidate must either indicate in the nomination documents that they are acting as their own
financial agent, or a completed financial agent appointment form must be included with the nomination
documents. A financial agent appointment form is included in the Nomination Kit.

Certain individuals are disqualified from acting as a financial agent. The following are disqualified:

» anelection official, voter registration official or an employee of Elections BC;

« anindividual who does not have full capacity to enter into contracts;
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+ anindividual who isamember of the firm of the candidate’ s auditor; and

« individualswho have been convicted of an offence under the Election Act or the Recall and Initiative
Actwithin the last seven years.

To act asfinancial agent, an individual must be capable of entering into contracts. While the Election Act
does not specify any other qualifications, selecting a financial agent requires careful consideration. The
statutory obligations of the financial agent are significant and require certain skills. A financial agent must
be capable of managing campaign finances in accordance with the Election Act and candidates are strongly
encouraged to appoint someone who is familiar with keeping financial records.

Candidates may have only one financial agent at atime; however, anindividual can be afinancial agent for
morethan one candidate. Thesameindividual may be appointed asthe official agent and thefinancial agent.

Once an appointment is made, candidates must deliver a copy of the appointment to the District Electoral
Officer, if the candidate filed their nomination documents during the ordinary nomination period, or to the
Chief Electoral Officer in relation to candidates who filed their nomination documents as a standing
nomination.

If acandidate appoints afinancial agent and that individual becomes disqualified, resigns, or ceasesto hold
that position for any other reason, the Chief Electoral Officer or District Electoral Officer, as gplicable,
must be notified immediately. In such cases, the candidate must make a new appointment or deliver a
statement explaining to the Chief Electoral Officer or District Electoral Officer, as applicable, that the
candidate will be acting as his or her own financial agent.

The appointment of afinancial agent must be made in writing and must:

* includethe name, mailing address and telephone number of theindividual appointed and the effective
date of the appointment;
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* be signed by the candidate; and

* include a signed consent of the individual appointed to act as financial agent.

Deputy Financial Agents

S.178

Auditors
S.179

A financial agent may appoint individualsto act as deputy financial agents. Theseindividualsmay assist in
accepting political contributions and issuing income tax receipts for those contributions. Deputy financial
agents have the same authority and responsibility as a financial agent in relation to issuing income tax
receipts.

Deputy financial agents may also be authorized in writing by the financial agent to incur election expenses
(Election Act, section 193).

The rules regarding the qualifications and appointment of financial agents also apply to deputy financial
agents. Appointment forms for deputy financial agents are included in the Nomination Kit.

Candidates are required to appoint an auditor. Anauditing firm, rather than anindividual, may be appointed
as a candidate’s auditor. The appointment of an auditor must be filed with a candidate’s nhomination
documents. An auditor appointment form isincluded in the Nomination Kit.

An auditor can be appointed as the auditor for more than one organization or individual. For example, an
auditor could bethe appointed auditor for aparty and any number of constituency associationsor candidates.
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An auditor must be qualified to be the auditor of areporting company under the Business Cor por ations Act
This means that theindividual isaC.A., C.G.A., or has been certified by the Auditor Certification Board.

The following are disqualified from acting as a candidate’ s auditor:

» anelection official, voter registration official or an employee of Elections BC;
» anindividual who does not have full capacity to enter into contracts;
» thecandidate’ sfinancial agent;

» anindividual whoisamember of the samefirm asthe candidate’ sfinancial agent or afirm of whichthe
candidate’ s financial agent is a member; and

« individualswho have been convicted of an offence under the Election Act or the Recall and Initiative
Actwithin the last seven years.

Theauditor isrequiredtofileareport for the candidateif thetotal political contributions or el ection expenses
to bereported isequal to or exceeds $10,000 [Election Act, section 213(1)]. The Chief Electoral Officer has
the authority to request an audited report of the election financing report, even if the contributions and
expenses are under $10,000.

If the auditor ceasesto hold that position or ceasesto be qualified to act asauditor, a candidate must appoint a

new auditor as soon as possible. If anew appointment is made, a copy of the appointment must be delivered
to the District Electoral Officer or Chief Electoral Officer, as applicable.
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Official Agents

S.69

Scrutineers
S.70, 93

Any individual may be appointed asthe official agent, and it isup to the candidate to definetheir duties. The
official agent can act inthe candidate’ s place throughout the el ection process. The official agent can appoint
scrutineers and accept notices on the candidate’ s behalf.

Only one official agent may be appointed at any one time. The official agent must be appointed in writing,
and must provide their signed consent to act in that capacity. The official agent may also be the financial

agent.

The official agent is entitled to be at all voting proceedings — with the possible exception of some special
voting opportunitieswherethe number of candidaterepresentativesmay belimited, e.g., Special Voting held
at acute care hospitals.

The appointment of an official agent may be rescinded. If an appointment is rescinded, and a new
appointment is made, the appointment is not effective until the appointment form is delivered to the District
Electoral Officer.

A candidate or official agent may appoint scrutineersto represent the candidate by observing the c onduct of
voting and counting proceedings for an election.

Thereisno limit to the number of scrutineersthat can be appointed; however, the number of scrutineers that
may be present at avoting place or during the counting of ballots at one time is restricted.
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A candidateisentitled to have one scrutineer present for each voting station at avoting place, at any onetime.
The official agent and one additional scrutineer may also be present. Additionally, scrutineers can be
appointed to act as “runners” — these are candidate representatives temporarily present at voting placesto
convey information to and from scrutineers. The maximum number of runners entitled to be present & a
voting place is one per voting station.

Cellular phones and other electronic communication devices may not be used in voting places.

During the counting process, each candidateis entitled to have onerepresentative present for each ball ot box
that is being counted.

Candidates are only permitted to be present at a voting place during voting hours for the purpose of voting.

Candidatesareentitled to be present during the counting of ballots. The District Electoral Officer will advise
candidates of the time and location for Final Count.

Election Financing (Election Act, Part 10)

Application of election financing rules

The financing rules apply to all individuals who seek election to the Legislative Assembly of British
Columbia. Thisincludesall candidatesin aprovincial general election or by—election, and individuals who
are nomination contestants to represent a registered political party.

Nomination contestant rulesin the Election Act only apply to nomination contestants of r egistered political
parties. Registered political partiesmay establishinternal financing requirementsfor nomination contestsin
addition to those specified under the Election Act. Any internal nomination rules established by political

parties apply to the party nomination but do not override the rules of the Election Act.
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Individuals who are considering or intending to seek office and who do become candidates under the
Election Act, are considered candidates for the purposes of the financing rules. “Nomination contestants”
include individuals who have not yet formally entered the nomination contest but who are considering
seeking the nomination and who do become contestants. |f undeclared nomination contestants, candidates,
or self—declared candidates are accepting contributions or incurring expensesin preparation for entering the
contest or election, they must follow the financing rules in relation to those contributions or expenses.

Responsibilities of a financial agent

The financial agent is the person responsible for ensuring a candidate’ s campaign finances comply with
Part 10 (Election Financing) of the Election Act. Some of the financial agent’ s responsibilitiesinclude:

accepting and recording all contributions to the campaign;

issuing income tax receipts for contributions of money;

determining the market value of contributions of property (goods) and services,
incurring and recording election expenses,

ensuring that all money received in relation to the campaign is deposited in a campaign account ina
savings institution and that all campaign expenditures are made from that campaign account;

keeping complete and accurate financial records;

ensuring all financial records and receipts are kept in British Columbia for 5 years from the date of
filing a report; and
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 filing aelection financing report within 90 days after General Voting Day for the election.

The Interpretation Act [section 29] defines asavingsinstitution as abank, acredit union, atrust company or
extra provincial trust corporation authorized to carry on deposit business under the Financial Institutions
Act, a corporation that is a subsidiary of a bank and is aloan company to which the Loan Companies Act
(Canada) applies, or the B.C. Community Financial Services Corporation established under the Community
Financial Services Act.

A financial agent isnot personally responsiblefor any liability of an election campaign unlesstheliability is
personally guaranteed by the financial agent.

RulesonContributions

Definition of a political contribution

S.180

A political contribution is the amount of any money, or the value of any property (goods) or services
provided, without compensation, by way of donation, advance, deposit, discount or otherwiseto acandidate
or nomination contestant, in relation to that individual’ s candidacy or nomination.

This means that any money, services, or property provided without compensation to a candidate’ s election
campaign or a contestant’s nomination campaign at any time, are political contributions. This is true
whether the contribution was given before an individual isnominated as acandidate or became anomination
contestant according to a political party’srules, or whether the contribution was given after the election or
nomination contest to pay off outstanding debts.
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Volunteers
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The definition of political contributions does not include:

» services provided by avolunteer;

» property of a volunteer, if it is provided or used in relation to the services of the individual as a
volunteer;

» property or services provided by an election official, voter registration official, or other member of
Elections BC staff in relation to their official duties;

» publishing without charge news, an editorial, an interview, a column, aletter or a commentary in a
bona fide newspaper, magazine or aradio or television program; and

» broadcasting time provided, without charge, as part of a bonafide public affairs program.

Volunteers are individual swho voluntarily perform the services and who receive no compensation, directly
or indirectly, in relation to the services of the time spent providing the services. This meansthat employers
cannot continueto pay people whilethey are working asvolunteers. If they do continueto get paid, they are
not volunteers and the value of their servicesisacontribution from their employer and, if provided during a
campaign period, an election expense.

If anindividual uses paid vacation timeto work on acampaign they will be considered avolunteer aslong as
they have not been directed by their employer to provide the services and the employer does not provide any
extra vacation or leave.
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Limit on contributionsreceived

Thereisno limit on the total amount of political contributions a campaign can accept. However, w henfiling
their financial report, candidates must disclose the identity of contributors who donate more than $250.

Rules for making and accepting contributions

S.177, 186 There are severa important rules which apply to those giving and those accepting contributions.

All contributions must be given to a candidate’ s financial agent or to someone authorized in writing by the
financial agent. The financial agent must ensure that all money (whatever the amount) received by or on
behalf of a candidate’ s campaign is deposited in a campaign account in a savings institution.

Nomination contestants can receive contributions on their own behalf.

Cash contributions of over $100 cannot be accepted by either candidates or nomination contestants. Political
contributions of more than $100 must be made by cheque, money order or credit card with the name of the
contributor shown onit.

Individuals and organizations can only make political contributions with their own money, goods and
services. Making indirect contributions is prohibited. This means that an individual cannot give money,
other property, or services to another person for that person to make as a contribution or provide
“consideration” to a person for making a contribution.

Unregistered political parties and unregistered constituency associations are prohibited from making
political contributions or transfers. This means that an unregistered constituency association musgt not
provide any money or goods to a candidate’ s campaign or to a registered political party. An unregistered
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constituency association must not allow the campaign to use any property of the association, including office
space or computers.

Charitable organizationsare not allowed to make political contributions. A charitable organizationincludes
any organization whose objectivesaretherelief of poverty, advancement of education or religion,protection
of health, government or municipal purposes, or other purposes beneficial to thecommunity. Thisdefinition
applies whether or not the organization is aregistered charity for income tax purposes.

Prohibited contributions

S.189

If aprohibited contribution isreceived (for instance, $200 cash anonymously by mail) the contribution must
bereturned within 30 days. If it isnot possibleto return the contribution to the contributor, i t must beturned
over to the Chief Electoral Officer. Financial agents must keep arecord of prohibited contributionsand how
each instance was resolved.

Recording transferswithin a party organization

S. 180, 186 Any money, other property or services received by a candidate’s election campaign from a registered

political party or aregistered constituency association must berecorded and disclosed astransfers rather than
political contributions.

In the case of homination contestants, any money, other property or services received from a registered
political party or registered constituency association are to be recorded and disclosed as politica
contributions.

Unregistered political partiesand constituency associations are not permitted to make transfers or political
contributions to candidates or nomination contestants.
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Contributions to own campaign

Money that a candidate or nomination contestant provides to their own campaign is treated like any other
political contribution, and it must be recorded and disclosed as such.

Thismeansthat any money acandidate contributesto hisor her own campaign must be givento thef inancial

agent. The financial agent is required to ensure that the money is deposited in the campaign account in a
savingsinstitution. Funds may be withdrawn from that campaign account to pay any of the candidate’ s or

nomination contestant’ s campaign expenses.

A candidate’ s contribution of money to their own campaign after the candidate hasreceived their Certificate
of Candidacy may be tax receipted like any other eligible contribution under the Income Tax Act.
Contributionsto anomination contestant’ scampaign are not eligiblefor tax receipts, regardless of the source
of the contribution.

Property or services provided by the candidate to their own campaign is not a political contribution.

Campaign loans

S.181

Loansinrelation to acampaign are generally not considered to be political contributions. A loan becomes a
political contributionif itisforgivenor written off. Additionally, if aloanisgivenwithapreferential interest
rate, the benefit derived from that preferential rateisapolitical contribution. A preferentialinterest rateisa
rate of interest that is less than the prime rate of the principal banker to the government.
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Campaign debts

S.181 If an election campaign or nomination campaign has any debts that remain unpaid for six months after they
become due, and no legal proceedingsto recover the debt have been commenced by the creditor, the amount
of the unpaid debt becomes a political contribution and must be recorded as such.

Fundraising functions

Section 182 of the Election Act provides special rulesfor fundraising functions. Theserulesdefinewhat is,
and what is not, a political contribution with respect to fundraising events.

Rulesfor din ners, etc.

If anor ganization buysaticket to afundraising event held in relation to an el ection campaign or nomination
campaign, theprice paidisapolitical contribution. If the organization buysfundraising tickets and provides
those tickets to individual s for those individuals to attend the fundraising function, the organization is still
the contributor for the purposes of the Election Act.

If anindividual buysaticket to afundraising function and theticket priceismorethan $50, theindividual is
making a political contribution equal to the price of the ticket. If the priceis $50 or less, the price paid
is not a political contribution unless the individual buys more than $250 worth of tickets. If anindividual
buysticketsto giveto other individual sto attend the fundraising function, the person who buystheticketsis
still the contributor for the purposes of the Election Act.

For incometax recei pting purposes, only the portion of theticket pricethat exceedsthe reasonably estimated
cost of the event, on a per person basis, isthe eligible political contribution for income tax purposes.
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Example:

Sally Jones buys five tickets to a $50 fundraising dinner for herself and to treat
four of her friends. As the ticket price is $50 or less and the total cost of the
tickets ($250) does not exceed $250, the money is not considered a political
contribution under the Election Act. This means that the money Sally paid is not
recorded or disclosed as a political contribution. If the fundraising dinner is held
on behalf of a candidate who has received their Certificate of Candidacy, and if
the reasonably estimated cost of the event per person is only $30, $20 of the $50
ticket is considered an eligible contribution under the Income Tax Act [ticket
price ($50) minus the reasonably estimated cost on a per person basis ($30)
equals the eligible political contributions ($20)]. Sally will be entitled to an
income tax receipt for $100 ($20 x 5 tickets).

Rulesfor auctions, garagesales, etc.
If property or servicesare donated for sale at afundraising function, and have amarket value of $250 or less,

the property or services are not considered political contributions.

If property or services are purchased at a fundraising event at greater than market value, the difference
between the price paid and the market value is a political contribution.

Incometax receiptsareonly issued for eligiblemoney contributionsand cannot beissued for contributions of
property (goods) or services.

Example:

A campaign is holding a garage sale to raise campaign funds. If an individual
donates a black and white T.V. worth $75 for resale at the garage sale, the

individual donating the T.V. is not making a political contribution.
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If the T.V. is sold at the garage sale for $75 or less, the purchaser of the T.V. is
not making a contribution and is not eligible for aincome tax receipt. If the
T.V. issold for $275, the purchaser is making a political contribution of $200. It
is also considered an eligible contribution under the Income Tax Act if the
candidate has received their Certificate of Candidacy and candidates may issue
receipts. The price paid for the T.V. ($275) minus the market value of the T.V.
($75) equals the value of the political contribution ($200).

Important Note: Candidates and contestants are not permitted to use lotteries, raffles or any other
gambling-type activity to raise money for their campaigns. Itisillegal to conduct these activities without a
provincial licence, and the Province of British Columbia will not issue such a license for the purpose of
political fundraising.

Anonymous contributions

S.186

Anonymous contributions are not permitted unless the contribution is made in response to a general
solicitation for funds (“passing the hat”) made at afunction held by or on behalf of anominationor election
campaign and if the amount contributed by an individual has avalue of less than $50.

Individuals wishing to donate $50 or more cannot do so anonymously, and should give the contribution
directly to the financial agent, or place a cheque in “the hat” rather than cash, or put the contribution in an
envelope with the date, the amount contributed, and the contributor’s name and address printed on the
envelope.

Ananonymous contribution meansthat acampai gn does not know who madethe contribution. Anindividual
cannot request that a contribution be accepted and reported as an anonymous contribution.
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When accepting contributions made anonymously at a function, a candidate’s financial agent or a
nomination contestant is required to record a description of the function at which the contributions were
collected, the date of the function, the number of people at that function, and the total amount of anonymous
contributions accepted.

Candidates and nomination contestants may want to consider having someone supervise the “ passing of the
hat” to ensurethat no one placesa$50bill or moreinthehat. If thereisatotal of $50 or more per individual in
attendance, the total amount collected by passing the hat will be consider ed a prohibited contribution
— not just theamount over $50. Prohibited donations must be returned to the contributor or sent to the Chief
Electoral Officer within 30 days for remittance to the consolidated revenue fund.

Example:

If 30 people were in attendance at an event where anonymous contributions were
accepted and $1,500 was received, the entire $1,500 would be a prohibited
contribution.

Anonymous contribution limit

S.188 The amount of anonymous contributions that a candidate’ s el ection campaign or nomination campaign can
accept islimited to atotal of $3,000.

Valuing property (goods) and services

S.185 If property (goods) or servicesare donated to acampaign at no cost, theval ue of the contribution isthe market
value of the goods and services. The“market value” isthe lowest price charged for an equivalentamount of
equivalent property or servicesin the market area at the time the property or services are provided. Payable
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tax for equivalent goodsor services(G.S.T. and P.S.T.) should beincludedinthe cal cul ation of market value
of donated goods or services.

Example:

If aprinter provides campaign signs for free, the fair market value would be
what the printer would normally charge, including taxes, for those signs.

When capital assets are donated, the contribution is the value of using the property.

Example:

If an individual gives a campaign office space at no charge, the individual is
making a contribution equal to the market value of renting the office space.

If free advertising space in a periodical publication (magazines, newspapers, etc.) or free broadcast timeis
provided equitably to all candidatesin the election, the value of the advertising is considered nil.

Discounted property (goods) and services

S.180(2)

If someone gives a campaign a discount on property (goods) and services, by offering them at less than
market value, then that person is considered to have made a political contribution equal to the difference
between the market value and the amount charged.

Example:

A printer gives a candidate a preferred rate on election signs. The signs would
normally cost $1,500, but the printer only charges the candidate $1,000. The
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printer’s contribution to the campaign is valued and recorded as $500.

If property and services are acquired from a campaign at greater than market value, the difference between
market value and the price paid for the goods and servicesisapolitical contribution and must be recorded as
such.

Income tax receipts for contributionsto candidates

S.192

Candidates can issue income tax receipts for eligible contributions received only after the candidate has
received his or her candidate identity number on the Certificate of Candidacy from Elections BC.

Income tax receipts may only beissued for money contributions given after the candidate has been issued a
Certificate of Candidacy and before the return of thewrit. A candidate cannot issueincometax r eceiptsfor
contributions received before that date and may only issue income tax receipts as long as the individual
remains a candidate — that is, until the date of the return of the Writ for the election, unless the individual
earlier withdraws, dies, or is declared by acourt no longer to be a candidate under section 66 of the Election
Act.

Income tax receipts cannot be issued for political contributions of goods or services.
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Income tax receiptsfor contributionsto registered political
partiesand registered constituency associations

Registered political partiesand registered constituency associations can issue income tax receiptsfor money
contributions received year round.

Candidates are responsible for producing their own receipts. A sample receipt isincluded in thisguide.

Income tax receiptsfor contributionsto nomination contestants

S. 186 Income tax receiptscannot beissued for contributions to nomination contests. British Columbia’ slncome
Tax Act only permits candidates who have been issued a Certificate of Candidacy, and registered political
parties and registered constituency associationsto issueincometax receiptsfor contributions of money. Itis
illegal to give a contribution to a registered political party or registered constituency association with the
understanding that the contribution will be given to a nomination contestant.

Content requirementsfor income tax receipts
Candidate’ sincometax recei pts must meet the requirements of thel ncome Tax Act and Regulations. If any of
the content requirements are missing from an income tax receipt, it will be invalid for tax credit purposes.

The Income Tax Act and Regulations specify that the form of the income tax receipt and all copies must
indicate:

» thatitisreceipt for British Columbiaincome tax purposes;

» the serial number of the receipt (receipts must be printed with sequential serial numbers);
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the amount of the eligible political contribution;
the date on which the political contribution was received,;

the name and address of the person making the contribution including, inthe case of anindividual, the
given names of the individual;

the signature of the financial agent;
the name of the candidate;
the electoral district in which the candidate is seeking election and the date of General Voting Day;

the identity number assigned on the candidate’ s Certificate of Candidacy.

The Income Tax Commissioner will accept receipts with the signature of the financial agent pre—printed on
thereceipt. If pre—printed signaturesare used, financial agentsare strongly encouraged to take extra security
measures with such receipts.

If asinglereceiptisissued for multiple contributions, thelncome Tax Commissioner will accept a single date
for thedatereceived aslong asit clearly indicatesthe taxation year in which the contributionswerereceived.

Candidate’ sincome tax receipts must include at least two parts:

the original must be provided to the taxpayer for attachment to the taxpayer’ s tax return;

one copy must be retained by the candidate’s financial agent as part of the candidate’s financial
records,

if the candidate is endorsed by aregistered political party, acopy of the receipt must be forwarded to
the party’ s financial agent.
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If areplacement receipt isissued for apreviously issued receipt, the replacement recei pt must clearly indicate
that it is a replacement and note the serial number of the original receipt.

Recording requirementsfor contributionsto candidates

S.190 Thecandidate’ sfinancial agentisrequiredto record thefollowinginformation for each political contribution
made to a campaign, whatever the value of the contribution:

« the full name and address of the contributor;

* thevalue of the contribution;

* the date on which the contribution was made; and
* the class of the contributor.

The classes of contributorsare: 1) individuals; 2) corporations; 3) unincorporated organizations engaged in
business or commercial activity (partnerships and sole proprietors); 4) trade unions; 5) non—profit
organizations; and 6) other contributors.

If the contributor is a numbered corporation or a class 3, 4, 5, or 6 contributor, the financial agent is also
required to record the full names and addresses of at least two individuals who are directors, principal
officers, or principal members of the organization.

For fundraising eventsheld for acampaign, the financial agent is required to record:

» adescription of the function;
» thedate of the function; and

 the cost, grossincome and the net income or loss arising from the function.
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Samplereceipt for political contri butionsfor incometax pur poses

Official ReceiptforBritish Columbialncome Tax Pur poses
Receipt for a contribution for the campaign to elect

(serial number)

(name of candidate)
Identity number: Issued at:

Date received: Date issued:

We acknowledge with thanks your contribution of: $

Contributed by: (please print)

Name:

Street:

City:

Postal Code:

(authorized signature)

Electoral District: Date of General Voting Day:
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Inrelation to all anonymous contributionsreceived, the financial agent must record:

» adescription of the function;

» thedate of the function;

» thenumber of peoplein attendance; and

» thetotal amount of anonymous contributions received.

Thefinancial agents of candidates endorsed by registered political parties are required to forward a copy of
their political contributionsrecordsto the party’ sfinancial agent within 60 days after General V oting Day of
the election. The party needsthese recordsto meet the party’ sdisclosure requirements. Partiesarerequired
to provide aglobal disclosure statement as part of their annual financing reports disclosing all contributors
who donated $250 or more to the party, any of its registered constituency associations or endorsed
candidates.

Recording requirementsfor contributionsto nomination contestants
S. 209 A nomination contestant who becomes a candidate must report on the political contributions accepted as a
political party nomination contestant in relation to seeking the nomination.

Nomination contestants must record all of the information required for contributions to a candidate, as
outlined in the section above.
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Candidateand Contestant Expenses

Expenses limit for candidates

S.199, 204 Election expenses for candidates are limited. Candidates for election in electoral districts with 25,000 or

fewer registered voters may incur election expenses up to $50,000. If acandidateisrunningin an electoral
district with more than 25,000 registered voters, the $50,000 limit is increased by 50 cents for every
registered voter in excess of 25,000. If the candidate isrunningin an electoral district wherethe population
density is less than two registered voters per square kilometre, the basic expense limit ($50,000 plus any
increasesfor morethan 25,000 voters) isincreased by 30 centstimesthe number of squarekilometres—to a
maximum of 25 percent of the basic expense limit.

All amounts are adjusted by the Chief Electoral Office to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index.

Estimated election expenses limit are available from Elections BC and District Electoral Officers after an
election is called. When the revised list is compiled, final expenses limits are calculated to reflect any
necessary adjustments. Candidates must ensure that they obtain and observethe final expenseslimit figures.
Over-expenditures have serious consequences.

Expenseslimit for nomination contestants

S.183

The Election Act does not impose any expenses|limit for nomination contests. However, if thenominationis
held during, or overlaps with an election campaign period, and the contestant becomes a candidate in the
election, nomination expenses must be disclosed. If a candidate for a registered party incurs nomination
contestant expenses during a campaign period that, in total, exceed 10 percent of the candidate’s dection
expenses limit, the excess is deemed to be an election expense of the candidate.
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Whilethe Election Act does not impose expenses limit, political parties may establish their own limits for
nomination contests.

Election and contestant expenses

S.183, 184 An election expense is the value of property or services used during a campaign period by or on behalf of a

203

candidate to promote or oppose, directly or indirectly, the election of a candidate.

A contestant expense is the value of property or services used by or on behalf of a nomination contestant to
promote or oppose, directly or indirectly, the selection of a nomination contestant as the candidate to
represent aregistered political party.

These definitions mean that anything used in an election or nomination campaign is an election expense,
even if the item was purchased before the election or the nomination contest was called.

Example:

An individual buys 1,000 campaign posters at a cost of a $1 each two months
before the election or nomination campaign. During the campaign period only
800 posters are used. The election or nomination expense with respect to the
postersis the value of the 800 signs used — $800.

Certain expenses are not considered to be el ection or contestant expenses. Services provided by avolunteer,
property of avolunteer if itisprovided or used in relation to the services of theindividual asavolunteer, and
the goods produced by a volunteer from the property of that individual are not considered election or
contestant expenses. Goods and services provided by an election official or astaff member of Elections BC
in relation to their official duties are not considered election or contestant expenses. Any services that a
candidate or contestant personally provides to their own campaign, and any goods that a candidate or
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contestant produces from their own property, are also excluded from the definition of election or c ontestant
expenses.

Transfers by candidates

S. 180 If acandidate’ s campaign transfers money, goods or servicesto their registered constituency association or,
if the individual is a party candidate, to the registered party or any of that party’s registered constituency
associations, the transfer is not an election expense — it is recorded as a transfer.

Expensesincurred to promote a candidate by a constituency association or political party

S.183, 200 Only candidates, registered constituency associations and registered political parties can incur election
201 expenses. A registered constituency association may only incur election expenses on its candidate’ s behal f
after the election is called and before the candidate receives their Certificate of Candidacy.

If aregistered party incurselection expensesfor the primary purpose of promoting the el ection of aparticular
candidate, the el ection expense is deemed to be the candidate’ s expense and must be recorded and disclosed
as such. This does not apply to an election expense incurred by aregistered political party to promote the
election of the party’ sleader. If the expense of the registered party isfor promoting several candidates, the
election expense must be divided appropriately and attributed to the applicable candidates.

Expenses not subject to expenses limit

S.203 Some expenses are not included in candidates’ expenses limit. Those expenses are:
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» the nomination deposit of a candidate;

» personal election expenses of a candidate;

* legal or accounting services provided to comply with this Act;

» services provided by afinancial agent or auditor in that capacity;

» expensesincurred in holding afundraising function if no deficit isincurred;

» communications acandidate sends exclusively to members of aregistered political party or registered
constituency association;

 interest onaloanfor election expensesto acandidate, registered constituency association or registered
political party; and

* the portion of transportation costs and costs for food, refreshments and communications equipment
for which apolitical party or candidateisreimbursed by mediarepresentatives accompanying election
tours.

Additional rules about election expenses

S. 177, 193 A candidate’ s campaign must have a separate and unique account in a savings institution.
All campaign expenditures must be paid from money held in the candidate’ s campaign account.
Only a financial agent or an individual authorized in writing by a financial agent can incur an election

expense. An exception is made for acandidate’ s personal election expenses, which can beincurreddirectly
and without authorization.
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Personal election expenses

S.183, 208 Personal election expenses include reasonable expenses for:

payments for care of a child or other family member for which the candidate is normally directly
responsible;

travelling costs to, from, or within the electoral district;
lodging, meals, and incidental charges related to such travel;
renting atemporary residence if it is necessary for seeking the election; and

accommodating any disability of the candidate.

Candidates must keep records of the personal expensesthey incur. Candidates are required to give their financial
agent areport of these expenses within 60 days after General Voting Day for the election.

Recor ding candidate expenses

S. 177

The financial agent must make every reasonable effort to ensure that all expenditures greater than $25 are
documented by a statement setting out the particulars of the expenditure (i.e., an invoice or a bill).

Thefinancial agent must also keep track of political contributions of property (goods) and services that are
used by the campaign.

Example:

If a printer donates leaflets to a campaign worth $1,000 and the campaign used
those leaflets, the financial agent would record an election expense of $1,000, as
well as recording that the printer made a $1,000 contribution to the campaign. If
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the campaign only used half of those |eaflets, the election expense would be
recorded as $500, although it would still be reported that the printer made a
$1,000 contribution.

Recording nomination contestant expenses

S. 209 The financial agent or the candidate must keep track of nomination contestant expenses and political
contributions of property (goods) and servicesthat are used by anomination contestant’ scampaign. If aWrit
isissued during a nomination contest, it may be necessary to report those expenses.

Surplus campaign funds

S.205 If, after the payment of all election expenses and any other reasonabl e expensesincidental to the candidacy
(e.g., victory parties, thank you letters, etc.), there are campaign funds remaining, surplus funds must be
transferred as follows:

» tothe candidate’ s registered constituency association;
» tothe candidate’ s registered political party, if thereis no registered constituency association; or
» tothe Chief Electoral Officer, if thereis no registered political party.
Surplus fundstransferred to the Chief Electoral Officer must be held in trust, together with the accumulated

interest, and dealt with as follows:

 if the candidate becomes a candidate in an election any time up to and including the next general
election, the Chief Electoral Officer must pay the funds to the financial agent of the candidate;
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« if the person does not run in the next general election or in a by—election called before that time, the
money is paid to the consolidated revenue fund of the Province.

FinancingReports

Nomination contestant financing reports

S. 183 If a political party nomination contestant becomes a candidate, information about the nomination cantest
must be included in the election financing report.

The election financing report will require the disclosure of:

« for each contributor who made one or more contributionsto the nomination contest that in total havea
value of more than $250, the name of the contributor, the class of the contributor, the date the
contribution was made and the amount of the contribution;

» for anonymous contributions received in relation to the nomination contest, a description of the
function, the date, the number of people in attendance, and the total number of anonymous
contributions received,

» for all other political contributionsreceived in relation to the nomination contest, the aggregate value
of the contributions received and the total number of contributors.

If a nomination contest overlaps or falls within the election campaign period and the contestant becomes a
candidate for aregistered political party, the nomination contestant expenses must be reported and if the
nomination contestant expensesduring the campaign exceed 10 percent of the candidate’ slimit theexcessis
counted as election expenses.
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Example:

An electoral district has a candidate expenses limit of $50,000. A nomination
contest for aregistered political party is held during the campaign period. If a
nomination contestant who becomes a candidate spends more than $5,000 in the
nomination campaign, the excess will be attributed to election expenses. Thus,
if a contestant spends $10,000 for the nomination contest, $5,000 would be
counted towards the $50,000 candidate expense limit.

If a nomination contest overlaps or falls within an election campaign period, the election financing report
requires disclosure of nomination expenses, by category.

Election financing reports by candidates

S.209

Thefinancial agent isrequired to file an election financing report on a candidate’ sbehalf. This report must
be filed with the Chief Electoral Officer within 90 days after General V oting Day for the election.

Election financing reports must be on forms provided by Elections BC and must disclose the following
information:

 theelection expenses, reported by class, showing separately those expense that are not included for the
purposes of the election expenses limit;

» for each contributor who made one or more political contributions that in total have a value of more
than $250, the name of the contributor, the class of the contributor, the date the contribution wasmade
and the amount of the contribution;

» for anonymous contributions, a description of the function, the date, the number of people in
attendance, and the total amount of anonymous contributions received;
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for all other political contributions, the aggregate value of the contribution received and the total
number of contributors;

the total amount of all income tax receipts issued for contributions received,

any transfers received from the candidate's registered political party or registered constituency
associations;

adescription of any fundraising functions, including the date, cost, grossincome and the net incomeor
loss arising from the function;

detailsabout any loansor guaranteesreceived by the candidate and any conditionsattached to them;

the political contributions accepted by the candidate as anomination contestant if the candidate was a
nomination contestant;

if the candidate incurred nomination expenses during the campaign period, those nomination
contestant expenses that are not included as election expenses;

any surplus campaign funds;

details about any prohibited political contributions, and whether they were returned to the contributor
or turned over to the Chief Electoral Officer; and

any other income or expenses not otherwise disclosed in the report.

Additional requirementsfor financing reports

S.212, 213  Election financing reports must be prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles
and must be filed with a signed declaration of the financial agent.
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If any of theinformation required to be contained in afinancing report changes, or if acandidate or financial
agent should discover that the report did not completely and accurately disclose the required information, a
supplementary report must be filed with the Chief Electoral Officer within 30 days.

Filing requirements for unsuccessful candidates

All candidatesarerequiredtofileacandidate financing report. Thesereportsarerequired evenif acandidate
withdraws from an election.

Auditing of reports

S.213, 214  Election financing reports must be audited if the value of political contributions or election expensesis
$10,000 or more. An auditor’s report must be filed with the election financing report.

Public inspection of election financing reports

S.209 Candidates' reports are available for public inspection at the Chief Electoral Office in Victoriaduring its
regular office hours until one year after General Voting Day for the next general election.

Penalties

Non—compliance with the financing rules

S.221, 226, There are significant penalties for failing to comply with the financing rules.
263
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Candidateswho havenot filed afinancing report at the end of latefiling period face severe penalties. These
individuals will be disqualified from being nominated, elected or holding office asan MLA until after the
next general election, unlessrelief isgranted by acourt. If the personisan MLA, the member will lose their
seat in the Legislative Assembly. Individualswho havefailed to file afinancing report may runin the next
general electionif the candidatefilesthe outstanding report beforetheindividual isnominated asacandidate
and pays alate filing fee of $10,000.

If acandidateisconvictedfor filing afal se or misleading report, the candidate will bedisqualified from being
nominated, elected, or holding office asan MLA until after the next general election. Additionally, if the
candidateisan MLA, the member will lose their seat in the Legislative Assembly.

Financial agentswhofail to comply with thefinancing provisionsare committing an offenceand are liableto
afine of not more than $5,000 or imprisonment for a term not longer than one year, or both.

Election Adver tising(Election Act, Part 11)

Election advertising is advertising used during a campaign period to promote, directly or indirectly, the
election of a candidate or registered political party. Thisincludes all forms of advertising, such as media
advertising, brochures, signs, etc.

Election advertising can only be conducted by acandidate, registered political party, registered c onstituency
association, or aregistered sponsor.
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Sponsor ship of election advertising

The sponsor of election advertising is the individual or organization who pays for the advertising, who
receives the advertising as a contribution, or has election advertising conducted on their behalf.

Anindividual or organization must not sponsor el ection advertising with the property of any otherindividual
or organization or indirectly through any other individual or organization.

A candidate, registered political party or registered constituency association may sponsor election
advertising asan el ection expense, subject to the applicabl e el ection expenseslimit. Thereisno specific limit
for election advertising expenditures by candidates, registered political parties or registered constituency
associations within their election expense limits.

Prohibition against certain election advertising on General Voting Day

S.233

On General Voting Day there is a prohibition against conducting or sponsoring election advertising by
publishing it in a newspaper or magazine or on radio or television. The prohibition against sponsoring
election advertising on General Voting Day applies whether the publication is done within B.C. or outside
the Province.

Candidate advertising must indicate sponsor ship

S.229, 231  Election advertising must not be conducted (or published) unless it identifies the name of the sponsor and

indicatesthat it wasauthorized by theidentified sponsor or, inthe case of acandidate, thefinancial agent, and
gives a British Columbia telephone number or British Columbia mailing address at which the sponsor or
financial agent may be contacted regarding the advertising. For example:
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Authorized by Jane Doe, financial agent, (250) 123-4567.

Candidatesarerequired to makeavailableanindividual responsiblefor answering questionsfrom thepublic
that are directed to the address or phone number indicated on the advertising.

Restrictions on rates charged for election advertising

S.232 Candidates must not be charged a rate for election advertising in a periodical publication (newspaper,
magazine, etc.) or on radio or television that exceeds the lowest rate charged by the individual or
organization publishing the advertising for equivalent advertising in the same medium during the same
campaign period.

Election Cam paign Signs

Thesign policy of the Ministry of Transportation and Highways allows the placement of election campaign
signs along most provincial highways on a first-come, first-served basis. There are, however, some
exceptions. Election campaign signs are not allowed to be placed on:

« Highway 1, from Horseshoe Bay to Hope;

» Highway 5, from Hope to Kamloops;

e Highways 91 and 91A;

« Highway 99 from the United States’ border to Horseshoe Bay;

e Highway 17 from Tsawwassen ferry terminal to Highway 99; and

» Highway 97C from Aspen Grove to Peachland.
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On the highwayswhere signs are allowed, thereisno limit on the size of signs. But signs must not interfere
with driver safety, such asimpeding adriver’s line of sight or being too close to an intersection.

There may be additional rules at the municipal level regarding where signs may be placed. Candidates and
political parties are advised to check for municipal by-laws regulating the placement of signs in ay
municipality where they wish to erect signs.

All election campaign signs must be removed the day after the el ection by the peopl e responsiblefor putting
them up.

CampaignRestrictions

S.233, 234 There are certain restrictions relating to advertising and campaigning during voting periods and near voting
places.

During voting hoursof AdvanceV oting or General V oting, el ection advertising by means of apublicaddress
system or loudspeaker is not permitted within hearing distance of avoting place.

On General Voting Day, election advertising cannot be published in anewspaper or magazine or onradio or
television.
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100—-metre No Campaigning Zones

District Electoral Of fices

S.234

Voting Places
S. 234

During a campaign period (issue of a Writ to the end of voting on General Voting Day), no one may post,
display or disseminate any election advertising or any material that identifies a candidate, a registered
political party, or aregistered constituency association within 100 metres of the building where the district
electoral officeislocated. An exception is made for materials authorized by the District Electoral Officer.

If any contravening material is posted or displayed, etc., within the 100 metre no campaigning zone, the
District Electoral Officer may enter the property where the materials are located and remove, cover or
otherwise obscure them from view.

While Advance Voting or General Voting is being conducted at a voting place, there is a 100—metre
no—campaigning zone around the building where the voting is being conducted.

Within this 100-metre zone, a candidate or their representatives must not:

* post, display or disseminate any election advertising or any material that identifies the candidate, a
registered political party or registered constituency association. An exception is made for materials
authorized by the District Electoral Officer;

» canvass or solicit votes or otherwise attempt to influence how a voter votes,

» carry, wear or supply aflag, badge or other thing indicating that theindividual usingitisasupporter of
aparticular candidate or registered political party; and

» post, display, disseminate or openly |eave arepresentation of aballot marked for aparticular candidate

or registered political party. .



CANDIDATES

GUIDE FOR ¢

-58-

Candidatesare not permitted to be present at any voting location while voting isbeing conducted — except to
vote.

Election Results(Election Act, Part 7)

At theclose of voting on General Voting Day, aninitial count isconducted. This preliminary resul t does not
include any absentee ballots contained in certification envelopes.

Ballots in certification envelopes are counted at Final Count, which commences on Day 41 of the election
period. Candidates are entitled to be present at the counting of ballots.

A candidate or their official agent may request that some or all of the ballots considered during theinitial
count be recounted during Final Count. Thisisnot ajudicial recount.

Attheend of Final Count, the District Electoral Officer declarestheofficial results. If therei satievote, or the
margin between the candidate declared elected and the next candidate is less than 1/500 of the total ballots
considered, an application for ajudicial recount must be made by the District Electoral Officer.

An application for ajudicial recount may also be made by acandidate, their representative, or avoter of the
electoral district if they believe that votes were not correctly accepted or rejected or if errorswere madein
recording the votes. Applicationsfor judicial recount must be made within six days after the conclusion of
Final Count.

Once the outcome of the election is determined, the candidate who has received the most votes is declared
elected, and the el ected candidateis provided with a Certificate of Election by the District Electoral Officer.
TheWritisthenreturnedtothe Chief Electoral Officer, who advisesthe Clerk of the L egislativeAssembly of
the outcome of the election.



CANDIDATES

GUIDE FOR ¢

Questions?

For moreinformation
Phonetoll-free 1-800-661-8683/ TTY 1-888-456-5448

or contact

Elections British Columbia
Mailing Address: PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria BC V8W 9J6
Phone: (250) 387-5305
Facsimile: (250) 387-3578
Toll-free Facsimile: 1-866-466-0665
Web site: http://www.elections.bc.ca
Email: electionsbc@gems3.gov.bc.ca
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