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GETTING MARRIED?



A GUIDE To OBTAINING A MARRIAGE LICENCE AND
COMPLETING THE REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGE FORM

How to Get Married in British Columbia

Getting married is one of the most important events in life. This
Guide explains how to obtain a Marriage Licence and how to
complete the Registration of Marriage form.

Marriage Licence
A Marriage Licence is required before you can get married in
British Columbia.

¢ Either the intended bride or groom must apply for the Marriage
Licence in person at a Vital Statistics office or through a
Marriage Licence Issuer. Contact the Vital Statistics Agency
for the address of the nearest Marriage Licence Issuer. Both the
bride and groom can be required to present acceptable evidence
(proof) of identification such as immigration papers, citizenship
card, or driver’s licence

e The fee for a Marriage Licence must be paid when you apply for
the licence, and it cannot be refunded to you. This fee includes a
copy of your Marriage Certificate, which will be mailed to you
after the ceremony and the marriage has been registered.

o After the Application for Marriage Licence form is signed, the
Marriage Licence and Registration of Marriage form will be
given to you immediately. There is also no waiting period for a
Marriage Licence

® You can only use a Marriage Licence for three months after the
date that you receive it. If you do not get married within three
months of getting the licence, you must apply for a new licence
and pay the fee again.

e If you lose your Marriage Licence, please call the person who
issued the licence or the Vital Statistics Agency for assistance.
You will have to pay the Marriage Licence fee again.
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The Licence does not mean that you are married. It means that
you can get married any time within three months of getting the
licence.

Who Can Get Married in British Columbia?

Anyone over 19 years of age can apply for a Marriage Licence
in British Columbia. When the groom or bride is under 19
years of age, his or her parents must complete a form to give
their permission. This form is available at a Vital Statistics
office or at the office of a Marriage Licence Issuer. No one
under the age of 16 years can get married without the permission
of the Supreme Court or County Court and their parents.

Both the bride and groom must be free to marry. The
relationship between the groom and the bride cannot break the
law of consanguinity :
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Law Of Consanguinity
A man may not marry his: A woman may not marry her:
Grandmother Grandfather
Mother Father
Granddaughter Grandson
Daughter Son
Sister Brother
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You do not have to be a resident of British Columbia to be
married here.

You do not need to take a blood test before you get married in
British Columbia.

If either member of the couple is divorced, they can be required
to show a certificate of divorce or a decree absolute (final
divorce papers) when they are applying for a Marriage Licence.
If a spouse has passed away, the Vital Statistics Agency can ask
for a copy of the death certificate. In the special situation
where the spouse is believed to be dead but there is no evidence
(proof) of the death, they must provide the Vital Statistics
Agency with a
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Court Order stating that there is a Presumption of Death before
they can receive a Marriage Licence.

Marriage Ceremony

In British Columbia, a couple may choose a religious or a civil
marriage ceremony. There is no legal difference between these two
types of ceremonies.

A religious ceremony is performed by a Religious Representative
(priest, minister, or other member of the clergy) of your choice, but
the person must be registered with the Vital Statistics Agency. The
Religious Representative can tell you about any fees that are
required for the religious ceremony.

A civil ceremony is performed by a Marriage Commissioner. To
obtain the names of Marriage Commissioners near you and the fee
for a civil ceremony, please call the Vital Statistics Agency or your
local Marriage Licence Issuer. The Marriage Commissioner who
performs the ceremony will collect the fee for the ceremony on
behalf of the B.C. Government. Marriage Commissioners are
authorized to charge a fee for the cost of travelling to and from your
place of marriage, but cannot levy other fees or charges.

Couples should contact their Religious Representative or a Marriage

Commissioner in advance to make arrangements for the ceremony

and provide the following information:

e Marriage Licence

e Date when the ceremony will take place

e Place and address, including postal code, where ceremony will
take place;

e Time of ceremony;

e Ceremony details.

ARG RV RESR 2 R W FC AR A BGRAE TS, ARl A A 0 o m]

s

e
FEVLE A, B N B R A s A RS A4S eV T |,
P FR A4S0 34T AN A o

o5 AR AN A8 OSBRI R AR T RF (RS, i s e
WNED , (HAAT D SeAE N D SEaT Rt SRR RS R
B s R USRI B

EGﬁafaEHﬁ “é&?ﬁ)\32$fo FJ}\EJJLan%%§JjEtﬂi1 Eﬁﬁ%

B A R R s ¢
YR

o A

o Ui

o UMMM ML, R B,
o SN

o IR

e N HEARAS KA ELLT



Which name can | use after | am married?

After a marriage, the bride or groom may:
a) Use the surname (family name) he or she had immediately
before the marriage,
b) Use the surname (family name) he or she had at birth or
by adoption, or
c) Use the surname (family name) of his or her spouse by
marriage.

Can | use a new combined surname?

If a person wishes to use a new combined or hyphenated surname,
for example a surname that combines the surnames of both the bride
and the groom, a legal change of name will be required.

Registering the Marriage

After the ceremony, the Religious Representative or Marriage
Commissioner will send the Marriage Licence and Registration of
Marriage form to the Vital Statistics Agency where the marriage is
registered and a legal record is made.

Proof of Marriage

After your marriage ceremony, the Religious Representative or
Marriage Commissioner will give you a form which is an official
record of your marriage. However, this form is not accepted as proof
of marriage by agencies such as Immigration. After the marriage
ceremony, an official Marriage Certificate will be mailed to you
automatically. The fee for this certificate is included in the Marriage
Licence fee.

If you require or need an additional marriage certificate, please
contact the BC Vital Statistics Agency to obtain an application form.
If you need the certificate quickly (example, for immigration
purposes), tell the Religious Representative or Marriage
Commissioner and apply for a Rush Certificate. They will submit
the Registration of Marriage and the application for a marriage
certificate to the Vital Statistics office with a note attached stating
that there is a request for a rush service.
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COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FOR MARRIAGE LICENCE FORM

The first step in getting married in British Columbia is to apply for a
Marriage Licence in person at any Vital Statistics office or Marriage
Licence Issuer office.

Please print clearly and ensure that all information provided on the
form is complete and correct.

Applicant Name

Either the Intended Bridegroom or the Intended Bride must
complete this section and apply in person. The Applicant should
print their Surname (family name) and Given Name(s) (first and
middle name). Print the Surname name first and then print the
given name(s).

Home Number, Work Number, and Facsimile Number
Please print the home telephone number, work number and facsimile
number of the Applicant, including the area code.

INTENDED BRIDEGROOM
Surname
Print the surname (family name) of the bridegroom.

Given Names in Full

Print the legal name of the intended bridegroom. The legal name is
the name that he uses for official identification. Please print the
given names in full including all first and middle name(s).

Marital Status
Please indicate whether the bridegroom has never married, is
divorced or widowed.
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Personal Health Number

This is the 10 digit number on the bridegroom’s British Columbia
Care Card.

Date of Birth
Print the bridegroom’s date of birth. Print the first three letters of

the month first, followed by the date and the year. For example,
JAN 01 1970.

Age
Print the bridegroom’s age on the day that the application for the
Marriage Licence is signed.

Place of Birth
Print the name of the city, province or state and country where the
bridegroom was born.

Full Mailing Address
Print the full mailing address of the bridegroom. Include the street
address, city, province or state, country, and postal code.

INTENDED BRIDE

Surname
Print the current surname of the bride.

Given Names in Full

Print the legal name of the intended bride. The legal name is the
name that she uses for official identification. Please provide all
given names in full including all first and middle name(s).

Marital Status
Please indicate whether the bride has never married, is divorced or
widowed.
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Personal Health Number
This is the 10 digit number on the bride’s British Columbia Care
Card.

Date of Birth

Print the bride’s date of birth. Print the first three letters of the
month first, followed by the date and the year. For example, JAN 01
1970.

Age
Print the bride’s age on the day that the application for the Marriage
Licence is signed.

Place of Birth
Print the name of the city, province or state and country where the
bride was born.

Full Mailing Address
Print the full mailing address of the bride. Include the street
address, city, province or state, country, and postal code.

DECLARATION
After completing the Marriage Licence application form, the
applicant will be asked to make a Declaration and sign the
application form. In this Declaration, the applicant is making a legal
promise that they have read the instructions on the reverse (also
shown in this guide) and that the information on the application is
true and correct to the best of his or her knowledge.

It is important that the person who is making this promise
understands what he or she is signing. If the person needs
assistance in understanding the wording, they may want to bring a
family member or a friend who can explain everything to them.
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The following is a simplified translation of the Declaration that
must be signed by either the intended bridegroom or intended bride.

1. A marriage is intended to be solemnized in the Province of
British Columbia between the parties whose full legal names are as
given.

2. According to the best of my knowledge and belief, there is no
consanguinity or other lawful cause to bar or hinder the
solemnization of the said marriage. (See table of consanguinity
earlier in this guide).

3. And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing it
to be true, and knowing that it is of the same force and effect as if
made under oath.

COMPLETING THE MARRIAGE LICENCE
AND REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGE FORM

This will become the legal record of your marriage. Please type or
print clearly and ensure that all information provided is complete
and accurate.

Please do not use red or green ink or pencil. Use blue or black ink.

INTENDED BRIDEGROOM / INTENDED BRIDE
Please check that the information on the Marriage Licence and
Registration form is correct. If there are any errors, please return it
to the person who gave you the Marriage Licence to have it
corrected.
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PARENTS OF THE INTENDED BRIDEGROOM
Before the ceremony, complete all this information.

Name of Father

Before the ceremony, print the Surname (family name) of the
bridegroom’s father. Next, print his Given Names in full including
all first and middle name(s).

Birthplace of Father
Print the name of the city, town or other place, province or state, and
country where the father of the bridegroom was born.

Name of Mother

Print the Maiden Surname of the bridegroom’s mother. The
maiden surname is the mother’s surname (family name) when she
was born. Next, print her given names in full, including all first
and middle name(s).

Birthplace of Mother
Print the name of the city, town or other place, province or state and
country where the mother of the bridegroom was born.

PARENTS OF THE INTENDED BRIDE

Name of the Father

Print the surname (family) name of the bride’s father. Next, print the
given names in full including all first and middle name(s).
Birthplace of the Father

Print the name of the city, town or other place, province or state and
country where the father of the bride was born.

Name of the Mother

Print the maiden surname of the bride’s mother. The maiden
surname is the mother’s surname (family name) when she was born.
Next, print the given names in full including all first and middle
name(s).
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Birthplace of the Mother
Print the name of the city, town or other place, province or state and
country where the mother of the bride was born.

Signatures and Witnesses
Do not sign the Marriage Registration form until after the marriage
ceremony.

Usual Signature of Bridegroom
The bridegroom should write his usual signature.

Usual Signature of Bride
The bride should write her usual signature using her name prior to
this marriage.

Signature of Witness
The signature of the first witness.

Witness Name Printed
The first witness must clearly print his or her full name.

Signature of Witness
The signature of the second witness.

Witness Name Printed
The second witness must clearly print his or her full name.

Place and Date of Marriage
Do not write the date. The Religious Representative or Marriage
Commissioner will write the date after the marriage has taken place.

Officiant
The Religious Representative or the Marriage Commissioner will
complete the remaining section of the form.
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WHERE CAN | GET MORE INFORMATION? BREEM ISR E L EERL?

The British Columbia Vital Statistics Agency @%fé\ A ﬁ%“l‘ J&
Business Hours are Monday to Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm o] 28— 2 AT 8:30am £ 4:30pm

818 Fort Street

PO Box 9657 STN PROV GOVT 818 Fort Street

Victoria, B.C. V8W 9P3 PO Box 9657 STN PROV GOVT
(250) 952-2681 Victoria, B.C. V8W 9P3
Fax (250) 952-2527 (250) 952-2681

145 (250) 952-2527
250-605 Robson Street (second floor)

Vancouver, B.C. V6B 5J3 250-605 Robson Street (second floor)
(604) 660-2937 Vancouver, B.C. V6B 5]J3

Hy _
101-1475 Ellis Street A5 (604) 660-2645

Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 2A3

(250) 712-7562 101-1475 Ellis Street

Fax (250) 712-7598 Kelowna, B. C. V1Y 2A3
(250) 712-7562
433 Queensway Street B (250) 712-7598
Prince George, B.C. V2L 5M2
(250) 565-7105 433 Queensway Street
Fax (250) 565-7106 Prince George, B.C. V2L 5M2
- " , bove listed add dtelenh (250) 565-7105
ease note that service at above listed addresses and telephone HCE (950) 565-7106
numbers is available only in English. The Agency has produced this RSt (250
bilingual guide series to provide assistance to clients who require e )L R SRR R AL L DE RS A DG R A

assistance with completing the forms in English.
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The Vital Statistics Agency is committed to making its services and
programs accessible to all British Columbians.
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