
THE ARTS AND CULTURE UPDATE
April 10, 2002

Welcome to the first edition of The Arts and Culture Update, your connection to news and developments in Nova
Scotia's Tourism  and Culture D epartmen t.

*********************************
New Arts and Culture C ouncil
*********************************

April  marks the beginning of the new Arts and Culture Council, replacing the Nova Scotia Arts Council. The new
council, administered through the department of Tourism and Culture, wil l  continue to provide funding, services and
support to Nova Scotian artists and cultural organizations. It wil l  also oversee other provincial investment programs
and services de livered through the de partment.

The  new  counc il will focu s on m ore inp ut from  cultura l and ge ograp hic com mun ities, an d have  a grea ter em phasis
on accountability for resources and spending. The new council will also create savings in administrative costs,
leaving more funds for artists' projects.

For artists, this transition will be seamless:

- Applications will be processed in the same way.
- Artist s wh o have  receive d appr oval for  funding  will rec eive the ir funds  as usu al.
- Deadlines will remain the same, and artists are stil l encouraged to apply for the various funding programs.
- The principles of peer review and jury processes wil l  be maintained and artistic merit will  remain the criteria for the
awarding o f funding support.

Artists  who  have q uestion s abou t their ap plication s can c all (902 ) 424-6 471, o r e-m ail cultaffs@gov.ns.ca.

The creation o f the new cou ncil is part of an ongoing attem pt to work in the be st interests of the arts and c ulture
sector, geographic communities and the public at large. Our aim is to create an inclusive and supportive
environment for all  artists and cultural organizations in Nova Scotia.

We recognize that arts and culture are two separate entities, with different but equally valuable roles to Nova
Scotians. O ur goal is to provide funding  to initiatives that will help strengthen this co mbined se ctor, and ensure its
longevity.

The new  council, which include s 10 representa tives from the arts a nd culture sector, and  two from  governm ent,
does not im ply political influence by governm ent. In fact, the influence and  advice of the arts and  culture comm unity
will be extended  into other provincial investm ent program s that support arts an d culture in Nova  Scotia. 

Artistic expression wil l  not be at risk because of this new council; individuals wil l  sti l l  be able to compete equally for
the available funding, and wil l sti l l be judged by an impartial body of peer reviewers, not by the council itself. The
department's investments into cultural organizations wil l  also continue.

Along w ith our mand ate to increase repre sentation by all No va Scotian co mm unities, we are also  determined  to
ensure that the monies allocated to arts and culture are spent as efficiently as possible. The administration costs of
the Nova Scotia Arts Council were over $370,000. By bringing the administrative activit ies and services of the
council within the Tourism and Culture department, we can reduce those costs and the savings will  be reinvested
into arts and culture programming.

While  staff ha ve bee n imp acted  by thes e chan ges, it is o ur inten tion to tre at all em ployee s fairly, a nd w e are a ctively
pursu ing  op t ions fo r these  ind iv iduals.  Some o f  these  s ta f f have  a lready  agreed to  join  us  in  this t ransi tion,  and  we
are delighted to have them with us.

We a re excit ed abo ut the p rogres s of the  arts an d cultur e in N ova S cotia. W e're dete rmine d to uph old the p rinciple
of peer assessment in providing support to artists. We're determined to create new and better ways to provide
support to artists and cultural organizations. And we're convinced our new model will work for Nova Scotians -
across the secto r and across the p rovince. 

Part of this evolution is a strong commitment to keeping you informed. These Arts and Culture Updates, as well as
planned additions to the Tourism and Culture web site (www .gov.ns.ca/dtc) will help us in that endea vor.

If you have any q uestions or com ments, pleas e feel free to e-ma il us at cultaffs@gov.ns.ca.

Stay tuned for more.

The N ova Scotia D epartmen t of Tourism  and Culture



_________________________________________

To com ment on a n item in Th e Arts and C ulture Update , please e-ma il us at cultaffs@gov.ns.ca 

If you know an artist or cultural organization who could benefit from these updates on events, funding opportunities
and other arts and  culture information, plea se forward this e -mail along. 

If you received this em ail from a friend, and y ou would like to be  added to the A rts and Culture U pdate ma iling list,
please send an e-mail to cultaffs@gov.ns.ca and include Subscribe in the subject l ine.

Nova S cotia Departm ent of Tourism  and Culture
Culture Division
4th Floor
World T rade and C onvention C entre
1800 Argyle Street
PO Box 456
Halifa x, No va Sc otia
B3J  2R5

Phone:(902) 424-6471
Fax:424-0710  
Em ail:cultaffs@gov.ns.ca
Web:www .gov.ns.ca/dtc  


