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LOCAL ARTISTS RECEIVE ADVANCED ARTIST AWARDS

WHITEHORSE - Funding totalling $40,000 to assist with artistic development in areas of
training, art creation, travel or showcasing talent is being shared by 11 Yukon artists, announced
Tourism and Culture Minister Elaine Taylor today.

“Advanced artists are those who have specialized training in their field and are recognized by
their peers,” Taylor said. “In support of their efforts to continue evolving as professional artists,
the Yukon government is pleased to be able to provide funding in the performing, literary and
visual art disciplines.”

One of the 11 artists to receive funding is Danette Readman. She began studying classical guitar
at 13, which lead her to Brandon University’s prestigious School of Music where she earned a
Bachelor of Music degree. Readman has lived in the Yukon for more than 10 years, and this is
her first Advanced Artist Award.

“It fills me with encouragement and inspiration to be recognized and honoured by such a strong
and talented jury,” Readman said. “I want to thank them for giving me this opportunity. It means
I will be able to work towards my goal as a professional musician, as | develop my skills as a
guitarist and composer.”

Readman’s award will be used to compose and develop a sonata for solo classical guitar, adding
to the growing repertoire of original modern and classical music being developed in the Yukon.

The Advanced Artist Award program is funded by Lotteries Yukon and is administered by the
Department of Tourism and Culture. The program is assessed using the peer review process. This
session the jury consisted of Duane Ghastant’ Aucoin, Barbara Chamberlin, Marcelle Dubg,
Deborah Turner-Davis and Janice Brodie.
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Attached: List of visual, literary and performing artists receiving funding through the
Advanced Artist Award.
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BACKGROUNDER - LIST OF ADVANCED ARTIST AWARD RECIPIENTS

Tanya Groundwater  |to write and compose songs Performing $1,500.00
Danette Readman to compose a sonata for solo classical guitar  |Performing $2,500.00
Claire Strauss to develop and perform interdisciplinary dance |Performing $1,900.00
Ukiese van Kampen to research Yukon First Nation Athapaskan
J P traditional art Visual $1,700.00

Celia McBride to workshop her play with a dramaturge Performing $4,800.00
Sharon Shorty to create a storytelling series during a

residency at the Banff Centre for the Arts Performing $4,900.00
Nicole Bauberger to create and install new work for exhibition  |Visual $3,400.00
Alyx Jones to explore classical Japanese wood block

printmaking techniques and create new work  |Visual $4,600.00
Lillian Loponen to create new work for a solo exhibition with

large panels, sound, and text Visual $4,900.00
Arlin McFarlane to complete a short dramatic film Visual $4,900.00
Mary Walden to research and write a narrative non-fiction

story Literary $4,900.00
Total $40,000.00

Note to media: If you wish to contact any of the recipients to discuss their projects, please first
contact Karen Tremblay, Tourism and Culture communications.




